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Seoul is not only a land that 
gives birth to K-pop and 
Korean Drama, but also an 
area that is surrounded by · 
mighty mountains and lovely 
streams. Every corner in the 
city gives me a sense of 
dramatic excitement. So, let 
the drama begin. 
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The first excitement was when Pak 
Kuswandono and I set our feet 
down in Myeongdong. We were 
surrounded by the valleys of 
skyscrapers in one of the best 
shopping cities in the world. It was 
a bit challenging to find our guest 
house in the myriad of streets 
without maps or an internet 
connection. But isn't it the sense 
of getting lost in a new place 
which makes traveling interesting? 
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The local people we asked for 
directions were as clueless as we 
were. But, they kindly showed us 
the directions using Google Maps. 
Because the information on the 
screen was in Hangul, Korean 
alphabets, we were officially lost. 
However, it was fine getting lost in 
a city which offers a lot of coffee 
shops along the sideways. So, we 
stopped at a nice coffee shop with 
wireless connection to open our 
Google Maps, which finally led us 



to the guest house. Surprisingly, the guesthouse 
keeper was very good in Indonesian. We had 
delightful conversation and he informed us about 
some interesting places in Seoul and gave us advice 
about the sophisticated Korean subways. 

One subway ride costs 1,350 won, which is not very 
cheap. But with all efficiency and facilities it offers, 
I think it is a great deal. In fact, the subway is 
fantastic for tourists who love hanging out in cool 
places. It has several lines, which are color coded 
and numbered. The visual and auditory 
announcements are in Korean, Japanese and 
English, so it is easy for tourists to visit famous 
spots. 

Seoul is also well-known as a city where tradition 
and modernity m eet. Myeongdong boasts brands 
and stores for people who love shopping and 
following the latest trend. Insadhong offers cute 
and handmade souvenirs along the sideways. 
Another popular modern site is the Seoul tower, 
one of the highest locations to view the whole city. 
I find it delightful to visit this place on an autumn 
night because it offers a clear stunning nightscape 
of Seoul. 

While the city articulates spectacular modern 
landscape, it also keeps the history alive with its 
cultural and traditional ar~hitectures. 

Near Myeongdeong is the traditional Namsangol 
Hanok village featuring well-preserved Hanok, or 
traditional Korean houses. The autumn view lends 
its beauty to our eyes. The trees by the melodious 
streams are cloaked in variety of golden, umber and 
green hues. The traditional houses are in harmony 
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