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PEOPLE'S THEATRE FOR PEACE: 
LEARNING FROM SRI LANKA 

Novita Dewi 

ABSTRACT 

T h i s p a p e r e x a m i n e s i n w h a t p rac t i ca l w a y s e n c o u n t e r s w i t h p e o p l e is t h e a t r e as o n e 
f o r m o f c u l t u r a l m o v e m e n t m a y h a v e i n s p i r e d a s o c i e t y t o r e s p o n d ( p o s i t i v e l y ) t o t h e c o m p l e x i t y 
o f h u m a n s i t u a t i o n s o f t h e d a y . U s i n g a q u a l i t a t i v e r e s e a r c h p a r a d i g m , t h i s s i x - m o n t h s t u d y 
( A u g u s t 2 0 0 7 - F e b r u a r y 2008) s e e k s t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e soc ia l p r a x i s o f 8 ( e i g h t ) t h e a t r e g r o u p s 
a c r o s s Sr i L a n k a t h a t h a v e b e e n a c t i v e s i n c e t h e 2002 C e a s e F i r e A g r e e m e n t b e t w e e n t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t a n d t h e L T T E . T h e t h e a t r e g r o u p s o b s e r v e d c a n b e i n t e r l i n k e d in t e r m s o f v i s i o n , 
m i s s i o n , a n d a c t i o n . A l t h o u g h e a c h g r o u p s h o w s its d i s t i n c t i o n a c c o r d i n g t o t h e e t h n i c i d e n t i t y 
a n d po l i t i ca l a s p i r a t i o n o f t h e a r t i s t es , b o t h S inha la a n d T a m i l t h e a t r e s h a v e a s p i r e d t o soc ia l 
c h a n g e , i.e. c r e a t i o n o f p e a c e . T h e T a m i l - l e d g r o u p s f o c u s m o r e o n ra is ing soc ia l a w a r e n e s s 
a n d s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e T a m i l s , w h i l e t h e S inha la c o u n t e r p a r t s p r i o r i t i se S i n h a l a - T a m i l 
c o - e x i s t e n c e . In v i e w o f t h e c o m p l e x i t y o f t h e Sr i L a n k a n con f l i c t a n d i ts l ong r o a d t o p e a c e , t h e 
d e p t h o f c u l t u r a l a n d po l i t i ca l e n g a g e m e n t s o f t h e t h e a t r e s u n d e r s t u d y m a y f u n c t i o n as a 
b a r o m e t e r f o r soc ia l c h a n g e a g a i n s t w h i c h a n y r e c o n c i l i a t i o n a t t e m p t c a n be g a u g e d . 

/. INTRODUCTION 

G i v e n t h e p r o l o n g e d c iv i l w a r in Sri L a n k a , w h i l e t h e p e a c e p r o c e s s is y e t a n u n f i n i s h e d 
p r o j e c t , soc ia l c h a n g e is a d e e p c a u s e o f c o n c e r n as p r o v e d b y t h e bu l k o f scho las t i c w r i t i n g 
d u r i n g 1998-2002 w h i c h m a i n l y f o c u s e s o n t h e c a u s e s , d y n a m i c s a n d c o n s e q u e n c e s o f t h e 
a r m e d con f l i c t (e .g . C h a n d r a p r e m a 1991, U y a n g o d a 2001 , d e J o n g e t a l . 2002) . A f t e r t h e 2002 
C e a s e F i r e A g r e e m e n t , a t t e n t i o n has l a r g e l y b e e n p a i d t o t h e r e p e r c u s s i o n o f t h e c e a s e f i r e 
b r e a k d o w n , t h a t is, e x a m i n a t i o n o f e i t h e r t h e m o u n t i n g i n c r e a s e in h u m a n r igh ts v i o l a t i o n s 
( S o m a s u n d a r a n 2002) or , c o n v e r s e l y , t h e h u m a n i t a r i a n re l ie f e f f o r t s as r e p o r t e d by, f o r e x a m p l e 
J a s o n H a r t (2002) . N o t m a n y o f t h e r e c e n t s c h o l a r s h i p h o w e v e r , h a v e pa id a t t e n t i o n t o t h e r o l e 
o f s u c h " o u t s i d e p l a y e r s " as c o m m u n i t y p rac t i ces w h o s e i nd i r ec t i n v o l v e m e n t m a y h e l p e x p e d i t e 
t h e p e a c e p r o c e s s in o n e w a y o r a n o t h e r ; n o t m a n y s t u d i e s y e t a p p e a r o n s u c h f o r c e s in t h e 
c u l t u r a l c i r c l e , espec ia l l y t h a t o f t h e a t r e . I n d e e d , s t u d i e s o n Sri L a n k a n t h e a t r e s d u r i n g t h e c iv i l 
w a r h a v e b e e n a t t e m p t e d b y Ran j in i O b e y e s e k e r e (1991 ,2001 ) a n d J a m e s T h o m p s o n (2003) , t o 
m e n t i o n b u t t w o . H o w e v e r , l i t t le is sa id in t h e s e i m p o r t a n t w o r k s o n a g e n c y , i.e. p e o p l e b e h i n d 
t h e t h e a t r e s o r t h e c u l t u r a l p r o d u c e r s a l o n g s i d e t h e i r poss ib le c o n t r i b u t i o n t o e n g a g e in con f l i c t 
r e s o l u t i o n . 

T h e a i m o f t h i s r e s e a r c h is t h e r e f o r e t o e x p l o r e t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h p o p u l a r t h e a t r e m a y 
h a v e s h a p e d p e o p l e ' s a w a r e n e s s o f r e f l e c t i o n o n t h e Sri L a n k a n con f l i c t . O n e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
a d v a n t a g e o f t h e a t r e is t h a t , un l i ke o t h e r g e n r e s o f l i t e r a t u r e , t h e a t r e a l l o w s d i r e c t i n t e r a c t i o n 
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a n d d i a l o g u e w i t h t h e a u d i e n c e ; h e n c e it l eads t o a w a r e n e s s , w h i c h in t h e l o n g r u n m a y p o s s i b l y 
l ead t o socia l c h a n g e . N e x t , in v i e w o f t h e i r c o n s t a n t , d u r a b l e d i s p o s i t i o n , t h e t h e a t r e c o m m u n i t y 
is c o n s i d e r e d i n f l u e n t i a l in a r t i cu la t i ng t h e i r o w n f ie ld o f c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n , h e n c e f i e ld o f 
p o w e r 1 . T h i s p r e s e n t s t u d y t h u s s e e k s t o e x a m i n e in w h a t p rac t i ca l w a y s e n c o u n t e r s w i t h t h e s e 
p a r t i c u l a r c u l t u r a l p r o d u c e r s m a y h a v e i n s p i r e d t h e s o c i e t y t o r e s p o n d p o s i t i v e l y t o t h e 
c o m p l e x i t y o f c o n t e m p o r a r y h u m a n s i t u a t i o n s . 

H e r e , t h e c u l t u r a l p r o d u c e r s in q u e s t i o n a r e r o u g h l y d e f i n e d as a c o m m u n i t y cons i s t i ng 
o f p e o p l e w h o a r e * c o n c e r n e d a b o u t a n d e n g a g e d w i t h t h e Sr i L a n k a n w o r l d o f t h e a t r e , s u c h as 
s c r i p t w r i t e r s , d i r e c t o r s , a c t o r s , m u s i c i a n s , m a k e - u p a r t i s t s , o r g a n i z e r s , e t c . T h e t e r m " c u l t u r a l 
p r o d u c e r s " ( s o m e t i m e s u s e d i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y w i t h " c u l t u r a l m o v e m e n t s " t h r o u g h o u t th is a r t i c le ) 
is i n t e n t i o n a l l y p r e f e r r e d t o h i gh l i gh t t h e s t r e n g t h t h i s l i te ra t i o r " m e n [sicj o f l e t t e r s " h a v e i n 
s t r u g g l i n g f o r l e g i t i m a c y , t o b o r r o w B o u r d i e u (1984) , t h r o u g h t h e i r u s e o f c u l t u r a l cap i ta l . T h u s 
t h e y i n c l u d e i n d i v i d u a l s o r n e t w o r k s t ak i ng a c t i o n o n t h e i r o w n a c c o r d t o h e l p s h a p e pub l i c 
o p i n i o n s t h r o u g h t h e i r l i t e r a r y a c t i v i t i e s , i n t h i s c a s e , t h e a t r i c a l a c t i v i t i e s . T h i s r e s e a r c h , 
t h e r e f o r e , l o o k s i n t o t h e s o - c a l l e d " p a t t e r n s o f b e h a v i o u r " o f i n d i v i d u a l s o r o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
w h o s e c o n c e r n s e x t e n d t o t h e p r o m o t i o n o f p e a c e , j u s t i c e , a n d d e m o c r a c y i n Sr i L a n k a t h r o u g h 
t h e i r o w n spec i f i c f i e ld o f i n t e r e s t a n d e x p e r t i s e , i.e. t h e a t r e . Bu t , c o n s i d e r i n g t h e c o m p l e x i t y o f 
t h e Sri L a n k a n conf l ic t , t h i s s t u d y con f i nes i tsel f t o t h e p e r i o d a f te r t h e 2002 C e a s e F i re A g r e e m e n t . 

2. LmRATURE REVIEW 

A g l i m p s e i n t o t h e Sri L a n k a n e t h n i c con f l i c t w i l l b e f i rs t d i s c u s s e d t o p r o v i d e su f f i c i en t 
c o n t e x t f o r t h e e m e r g e n c e o f t h e t h e a t r e . G i v e n t h e v a s t s c h o l a r s h i p o n t h e Sri L a n k a n e t h n i c 
con f l i c t t o d a t e , w h a t f o l l o w s t h e r e f o r e a r e s e l e c t e d a c c o u n t s o f t h e m a i n m i l e s t o n e s o f t h e Sr i 
L a n k a n civ i l w a r t o h e l p a p p r o a c h t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y . N e x t , t h i s t w o - p a r t s e c t i o n w i l l p r o v i d e 
de ta i l s o f h o w a f o u n t a i n o f p e o p l e ' s c r e a t i v i t y is n o n e t h e l e s s a p l e n t y in t h i s l and o f con f l i c t o r , 
t o b o r r o w V i r g i n i a W o o l f , " a w e l l o f t e a r s " . 

2 . 1 . SRI LANKAN CONFLICT: A N INTERPRETATION 

A l t h o u g h t h e d r a w n o u t e t h n i c con f l i c t in Sri L a n k a is a p o s t c o l o n i a l p h e n o m e n o n a n d 
m a n y stil l b e l i e v e in t h e a n t i q u i t y o f t h e con f l i c t , o n e o f t h e m o d e r n i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s t h e r e o f is 
t h a t t h e bas is o f c o n f l i c t l ies in t h e S i n h a l a - T a m i l e l i t e r i v a l r y f o r ( p o l i t i c a l ) p o s i t i o n a n d 
e m p l o y m e n t , a n d t h e T a m i l - M u s l i m b u s i n e s s c o m p e t i t i o n as a c o n s e q u e n c e o f t h e l a n g u a g e 
po l i cy . O n t h e o n e h a n d , t h e r e h a v e b e e n l ong s t a n d i n g g r i e v a n c e s f r o m t h e T a m i l p o p u l a t i o n 
( c o m p r i s i n g r o u g h l y o f 1 2 % Sr i L a n k a n , 7 .5% H i l l C o u n t r y a n d 7% M u s l i m ) 3 w h o a r e 

1 See Pierre Bourdieu. (1984). Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of Taste (R. Nice, Trans.) 
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, p. 48. 

'These three Tamil-speaking nationalities have their respective histories. The Hill Country Tamils (In
dian Tamils) who are predominantly Hindus are distinct from their Sri Lankan (Ceylon) Tamil counterparts who 
are Sivaite, while the Christian Tamils are often politically backward and identify themselves as Sri Lankan 
Tamils. Though speaking Tamil, the Muslims are assertive about their own distinct identity. Meanwhile, there are 
other minorities within these Tamil' minorities such as the Borah and Memens in Muslim communities and the 
Colombo Chetties and the Parava among communities with Tamil identity. Outside the Tamil-speaking people, 
the other minorities in Sri Lanka include the Burghers (descendants of the Portuguese and Dutch). Malays, Attho 
and Malayalies. Sec S. Sivasegaram's "The Sri Lankan National Crisis and the Search for a Solution" accessible 
through http://radicalnotes.corn. 

http://radicalnotes.corn
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e c o n o m i c a l l y , c u l t u r a l l y a n d po l i t i ca l l y d i s c r i m i n a t e d , t o s a y n o t h i n g o f t h e d e n i a l o f t h e i r 
l i ngu is t i c rights. O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e p r e d o m i n a n t l y B u d d h i s t S i n h a l e s e t h a t m a k e u p 74% o f 
t h e p o p u l a t i o n b e g r u d g e t h e d e m a n d o f t h e T a m i l secess ion is ts w h o res ide m o s t l y in t h e N o r t h e r n 
a n d E a s t e r n p a r t s o f t h e c o u n t r y a n d ag i t a t e f o r a s e p a r a t e h o m e l a n d w h i c h a m o u n t s t o o n e -
t h i r d o f t h e c o u n t r y ' s t e r r i t o r y . 

W h e n Sr i L a n k a g a i n e d i ts i n d e p e n d e n c e f r o m t h e Br i t i sh in 1948, w e l f a r e a n d po l i t i ca l 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s t h a t w e r e p e r c e i v e d t o h a v e f a v o u r e d t h e T a m i l s in c o l o n i a l t i m e s w e n t l a r g e l y t o 
t h e S i n h a l e s e m a j o r i t y t o t h e d i s m a y o f t h e T a m i l m i n o r i t y as a r e s u l t o f t h e v a r i o u s 
d i s c r i m i n a t o r y l a w s p a s s e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e 1950s b y t h e t h e i r g o v e r n m e n t . 

In 1956, f o r e x a m p l e . P r e s i d e n t S . W . R . D . B a n d a r a n a i k e in his b id f o r p o w e r , p l a y e d his 
S i n h a l e s e n a t i o n a l i s m c a r d b y m a k i n g S i n h a l a t h e o f f i c ia l l a n g u a g e . T h e S i n h a l a O n l y A c t 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y m a r g i n a l i s e d t h e m i n o r i t i e s as p r o v e d b y t h e s h r i n k i n g q u o t a s f o r T a m i l s i n t h e 
u n i v e r s i t i e s a n d t h e g o v e r n m e n t sec to r . T h e f i r s t a n t i - T a m i l r i o t b r o k e o u t in 1958, b u t t h e 
b igges t m i l i t a n t T a m i l m o v e m e n t d i d n o t e m e r g e un t i l t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e L i b e r a t i o n T i g e r s o f 
T a m i l E e l a m ( L I T E ) , p o p u l a r l y k n o w n as t h e T a m i l T i g e r s , in 1975. T h e L T T E ' s o b j e c t i v e w a s t o 
c r e a t e a n i n d e p e n d e n t T a m i l c o u n t r y f o r t h e T a m i l m i n o r i t y i n Sr i L a n k a ' s N o r t h a n d Eas t , 
i g n o r i n g t h e f a c t t h a t f i r s t , t h e r e w e r e o t h e r m i n o r i t y g r o u p s l i v i ng in t h e s e p r o v i n c e s , a n d 
s e c o n d , S r i L a n k a n T a m i l s w e r e b y n o w s c a t t e r e d a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y , f o r w h o m s e p a r a t i o n 
m i g h t p o s e p r o b l e m s . A s s u c h , t h e L T T E ' s s t r u g g l e f o r l i b e r a t i o n w a s o f t e n c h a l l e n g e d w i t h 
r e s e n t m e n t , espec ia l l y b y t h e S inha lese c h a u v i n i s t s w h o h a v e c h o s e n t o i g n o r e t h e in jus t i ce 
d o n e t h u s fa r t o w a r d s t h e T a m i l s . T h i s e t h n i c t e n s i o n w a s f u r t h e r e x a c e r b a t e d b y s ta te r e p r e s s i o n . 
F o r e x a m p l e , t h e s ta te ' s c u l t u r a l d e m o l i t i o n a n d h u m i l i a t i o n o f t h e T a m i l s w e r e d i s p l a y e d b y 
t h e b u r n i n g d o w n o f t h e J a f f n a Pub l i c L i b r a r y in 1981 . 

Bu t , t h e c u l m i n a t i o n o f t h e con f l i c t w a s t h e a s s a s s i n a t i o n o f 13 Sr i L a n k a n A r m y s o l d i e r s 
i n J a f f n a b y t h e T a m i l T i g e r s in 1983. T h e s u b s e q u e n t r e ta l i a t i on b y t h e a n g r y S i n h a l e s e m o b s 
( a l t h o u g h t h e r e is e v i d e n c e t h a t i nd i ca tes t h a t t h e s e m o b s w e r e m o r e po l i t i ca l l y o r g a n i s e d 
t h a n t h e y a p p e a r e d ) c a u s e d t h e d e a t h s o f t h o u s a n d s o f T a m i l s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y a n d 
d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e i r p r o p e r t y , f o r c i n g t h e i r e x o d u s t o A u s t r a l i a , C a n a d a , N o r t h A m e r i c a , t h e 
U n i t e d K i n g d o m , a n d o t h e r W e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s 3 . T h e g o v e r n m e n t d i d n o t h i n g a b o u t t h i s p o g r o m 
f o r w h i c h t e n s i o n s c o n t i n u e d t o fes te r . 

N u m e r o u s p e a c e ta lks w e r e m a d e t o n o a v a i l , o n e o f w h i c h w a s t h e I n d o - L a n k a P e a c e 
A c c o r d s i g n e d w i t h t h e I nd i an g o v e r n m e n t i n 1987 w h i c h l ed t o t h e a r r i v a l o f t h e I n d i a n P e a c e 

' One critic argues that economic policies in favour of the Sinhalese have driven away the otherwise 
productive Jaffna Tamils whose work and education ethic would have been useful for the national economy. The 
middle-class Tamil emigration has caused not only the brain drain in the homeland, bat also internal alienation 
that may explode at any time. See Razeen Sally's paper "Sri Lanka: The Political Economy of Failure", presented 
at the Conference on Globalization and Economic Success, Cairo, 13-14 November 2006. 
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K e e p i n g F o r c e , t u r n i n g t h e po l i t i ca l s i t u a t i o n f r o m b a d t o w o r s e . It w a s n o t un t i l 1989 t h a t t h e 
n e a r l y d e p o s e d g o v e r n m e n t o f P r e m a d a s a c r u s h e d t h e r ebe l s in a d r a c o n i a n m a n n e r , a n d t h e 
Sr i L a n k a n g o v e r n m e n t - L T T E r e l a t i o n s c o n t i n u e d t o w o r s e n . A m o n g a s e r i e s o f t h e L T T E ' s ac ts o f 
v i o l e n c e w e r e t h e e t h n i c c l e a n s i n g o f t h e M u s l i m s in t h e Eas t a n d t h e N o r t h in t h e 1990s, 
p o l i t i c a l a s s a s s i n a t i o n o f t h e I n d i a n P r i m e M i n i s t e r R a j i v G a n d h i i n 1 9 9 1 , a t t e m p t e d 
a s s a s s i n a t i o n o f P r e s i d e n t C h a n d r i k a K u m a r a t u n g a in 1999, a t t acks o n s t r a t e g i c p laces l ike 
K a n d y ' s T e m p l e o f t h e T o o t h in 1998, a n d Sr i Lanka ' s a i r p o r t a t K a t u n a y a k e in J u l y 2001 . U n d e r 
t h e s ta te 's T e r r o r i s m A c t , t h e T a m i l T i g e r s h a v e b e e n h e l d r e s p o n s i b l e f o r h u n d r e d s o f b o m b i n g s , 
r o b b e r i e s , a n d v a r i o u s c r i m e s t a k e n p l ace t h r o u g h o u t t h e 2000s. M e a n w h i l e , S inha la y o u t h 
m o v e m e n t s w h i c h h a d e q u a l l y c o m m i t t e d g r o s s ac ts o f v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t c i v i l i ans s i n c e its 
i n s u r r e c t i o n in t h e 1980s w e r e r e p o r t e d l y n e v e r e q u a t e d as t e r r o r i s t s . T h e J V P , w h i c h w a s 
h e a v i l y r e p r e s s e d in t h e 1980s w a s a n e x c e p t i o n . 

T h e n , in F e b r u a r y 2002, a C e a s e F i re A g r e e m e n t n e g o t i a t e d in N o r w a y w a s s i g n e d b y t h e 
Sri L a n k a n g o v e r n m e n t a n d t h e L T T E c h i e f Ve lup i l l a i P r a b h a k a r a n t o fal l t h r o u g h in n o t i m e . T h e 
b r e a k d o w n o f t h e c e a s e f i r e a g r e e m e n t w a s as c o m p l i c a t e d as b o t h p a r t i e s w e r e e q u a l l y t o 
b l a m e ; w h i l e t h e g o v e r n m e n t n e v e r i m p l e m e n t e d t h e j o i n t m e c h a n i s m a g r e e d u p o n , t h e T a m i l 
T i g e r s o n t h e r e p a r t s t a r t e d ki l l ing so ld i e r s . T h e Sri L a n k a n g o v e r n m e n t v o w e d t o w i n t h e w a r a t 
t h e d e s p i t e a d e t e r i o r a t i n g r e c o r d o f g o v e r n a n c e a n d a c r i pp l i ng e c o n o m y . L i k e w i s e , t h e L T T E , 
s u p p o r t e d f i nanc ia l l y , i deo log ica l l y , a n d e m o t i o n a l l y b y T a m i l D i a s p o r a s w o r l d w i d e , set o u t t o 
c o n t i n u e t h e w a r a t all cos t i nc lud ing i ts u s e o f s u c h i n f a m o u s p r a c t i c e s as t h e r e c r u i t m e n t o f 
ch i l d s o l d i e r s i n t i m i d a t i o n , a n d se l f -a f f l i c ted m a r t y r d o m . B y J a n u a r y 2008, p e a c e in Sri L a n k a 
w a s aga in back t o s q u a r e o n e w i t h t h e b r e a k d o w n o f t h e C F A . 

A l b e i t t h e l o n g - s t a n d i n g w a r , it w a s i n d e e d t h e J u l y 1983 r i o t t h a t b e c a m e t h e d e f i n i n g 
m o m e n t in t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e Sr i L a n k a n e t h n i c con f l i c t . F r o m t h e n o n , r e t a l i a t o r y k i l l ings, 
t h r e a t s t o c iv i l i an , a n d o t h e r h u m a n r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s c o m m i t t e d b y b o t h s ides s h o w e d n o s ign 
o f a b s e n c e s . It is w i t h i n t h i s po l i t i ca l c o n t e x t t h a t o n e n e e d s t o u n d e r s t a n d Sr i L a n k a n c u l t u r a l 
p r o d u c t i o n s , b e c a u s e t h e y e a r o f l i v ing d a n g e r o u s l y is o f t e n t h e y e a r o f w r i t i n g sk i l fu l ly a n d 
s h r e w d l y . T h e n e x t s e c t i o n w i l l d i scuss t h e e m e r g e n c e o f d r a m a d u r i n g t h e c r e a t i v e p e r i o d o f 
t h e p o s t 1980s. 

2 .2 . ALTERNATIVE THEATRE FOR ALTERATION OF SRI LANKAN SOCIETY 

Since t h e 1970s, t h e Sri L a n k a n po l i t i ca l a t m o s p h e r e has b e e n c o n d u c i v e t o t h e g r o w t h 
o f p r o g r e s s i v e , r ad i ca l , a n d a l t e r n a t i v e t h e a t r e s . S u c h a m o o d o f r es i s tance w a s t h e n a w o r l d w i d e 
t r e n d a m o n g t h e y o u t h s o f t h e d e c a d e w i t h t h e i r s t r e e t d r a m a , a l t h o u g h s igns o f e t h n i c b o n d i n g 
s e e m e d s l o w t o e m e r g e b e c a u s e o f t h e e x i s t i n g t h e a t r e s ' p r e f e r e n c e f o r p e r f o r m i n g in f r o n t o f 
t h e i r s e p a r a t e S inha la o r T a m i l a u d i e n c e s . 

T o s t a r t w i t h t h e S t n h a l a - l e d t h e a t r e , s e v e r a l i m p o r t a n t f i g u r e s w i t h t h e i r s u c c e s s i n 
s t r e e t t h e a t r e i n c l u d e G a m i n i H a t t e t u w e g a m a , P a r a k r a m a N i r i e l l e , a n d H . A . P e r e r a , w h i l e 
D h a r m a s i r i B a n d a r a n a y a k e w a s t h e n k n o w n f o r h is a n t i - w a r p r o s c e n i u m t h e a t r e . A l t o g e t h e r , 
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t h e s e p i o n e e r i n g t h e a t r e s w e r e e f f e c t i v e l y u s e d t o t r a n s m i t soc ia l p r o b l e m s o f t h e t i m e . T h e 
u n i q u e c o n t r i b u t i o n o f G a m i n i H a t t e t u w e g a m a w a s h is m o d e r n s t r e e t d r a m a i n t r o d u c i n g t h e 
i d e a o f a n ac t i v i s t t h e a t r e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h p e o p l e ' s s t r u g g l e s f o r freedom i n Sr i L a n k a as e a r l y 
as t h e 1970s. S ince t h e n , his m o d e l o f t h e a t r e t r a i n i n g w o r k s h o p s a n d e x p e r i m e n t a l p l a y s w i t h 
rad i ca l a n d pol i t ica l o v e r t o n e s se t t h e t r e n d o f t h e E n g l i s h / S i n h a l a t h e a t r e f o l l o w e d b y s u c h 
o u t s t a n d i n g a r t i s t es as t h e y o u n g e r P a r a k r a m a N i r i e l l e a n d H . A . P e r e r a . B y t h e 1980s, t h e a t r e 
g a t h e r e d m o m e n t u m w i t h t h e p o p u l a r i t y o f t h e p r o t e s t , po l i t i ca l p l a y s , b o t h in t h e f o r m o f 
s t r e e t d r a m a s a n d p e r f o r m a n c e s in f i x e d t h e a t r e ha l ls . O b e y e s e k e r e (1999) a s s e r t s t h a t t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t s u r p r i s i n g l y d i d n o t e n a c t a n y c e n s o r s h i p bu t c o - o p t e d t h i s a c t i v i t y i n s t e a d . 

M e a n w h i l e , t h e T a m i l s e c t i o n o p e r a t e d in a r a t h e r d i f f e r e n t w a y as p r o v e d b y t h e n a s c e n t 
a r t i s t s ha i l i ng f r o m J a f f n a w h o b e c a m e i n c r e a s i n g l y m o r e po l i t i ca l l y a l i e n a t e d a n d t h e n c e 
e x p r e s s e d t h i s o v e r l o a d o f po l i t i ca l a n x i e t y t h r o u g h t h e i r c r e a t i v e w o r k s . T h e pos t -1983 e r a a n 
s a w esca la t i on o f e t h n i c r i o t s , cease less c lashes i n v o l v i n g t h e a r m y a n d t h e T a m i l sepa ra t i s t s , 
a t r o c i t y i n d e t e n t i o n c a m p s , she l l i ng a n d b o m b i n g , espec ia l l y in t h e N o r t h a n d Eas t . H e r e , t h e 
u n a d d r e s s e d g r i e v a n c e s o f t h e T a m i l s , t h e g r o w i n g m i l i t a n c y o f t h e T a m i l l i be ra t i on m o v e m e n t s , 
a n d t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s h e a v y - h a n d e d h a n d l i n g o f t h e r e b e l s h a d a l l b r e d po l i t i ca l t e n s i o n . A s a 
resu l t , un l i ke t h e i r S i nha la c o u n t e r p a r t s , t h e T a m i l t h e a t r e c o u l d b e s e e n m o r e as a p r o p a g a n d a 
t o o l f o r t h e T a m i l c a u s e s . 

S i v a t h a m b y (2005) c l a i m s t h a t f o r t h e T a m i l t h e a t r e w o r l d , t h e y e a r 1984 w a s m o m e n t o u s , 
j u s t as t h e r ise o f t h e S inha la t h e a t r e i n 1956. In t h a t y e a r , s t u d e n t s f r o m t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f J a f f n a 
b e g a n t o e x p e r i m e n t s t r e e t d r a m a w i t h a s t r o n g pol i t ica l m e s s a g e . T h e u n i v e r s i t y o p e n e d its 
D r a m a a n d T h e a t r e D e p a r t m e n t s t a f f e d b y S h a n m u g a t i n g a m , M a u n a g u r u a n d t h e t h e n y o u n g 
s t u d e n t S i t h a m p a r a n a t h a n , i n t r o d u c i n g as it d id t h e n e w c o n c e p t o f t h e a t r e t o be u s e d as a n 
o u t l e t f o r po l i t i ca l e x p r e s s i o n s . T h e s e y o u n g t a l e n t s u s e d p lay m a k ing t o c r e a t e a s p a c e t o 
i n v o l v e t h e p o p u l a c e t o v o i c e o u t m a t t e r s re l a t i ng t o soc ia l a n d po l i t i ca l p r o b l e m s , t h a n k s t o 
A u g u s t a Boa l w h o g a v e t h e m t h e idea o f f o r u m t h e a t r e . A l s o i n J a f f n a , R e v e r e n d Dr. N . M . S a v e r i 
f r o m t h e C e n t r e f o r P e r f o r m i n g A r t s is w o r t h y o f m e n t i o n f o r his e a r l y e f f o r t s t o b r i n g t o g e t h e r 
t h e d i f f e r e n t c o m m u n i t i e s t h r o u g h t h e S inha la T a m i l d a n c e a n d d r a m a p e r f o r m a n c e s . T h i s 
c e n t r e u s e s t h e a t r i c a l ac t i v i t i es f o r soc ia l p u r p o s e s , i.e. b r i d g i n g t h e g a p b e t w e e n t h e S i n h a l e s e 
a n d t h e T a m i l s b y rev i t a l i s i ng t h e Ca tho l i c kooththu4 t r a d i t i o n . 

I n d e e d , r e f o r m u l a t i o n o f t r a d i t i o n a l p l a y l ike kooththu5 h a s a l w a y s h a d i ts o w n a p p e a l 
a n d s ign i f i cance f o r t h e T a m i l s in t h e E a s t e r n p r o v i n c e r i gh t t h r o u g h t o t h e p r e s e n t . M a u n a g u r u 
w h o p l a n t e d t h e s e e d i n J a f f n a is n o w at t h e E a s t e r n U n i v e r s i t y , Ba t t i ca l oa p r o m o t i n g t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f loca l t h e a t r e . H is p r o m i s i n g p r o t e g e S. J e y a s a n k a r , a g r a d u a t e o f t h e J a f f n a 
U n i v e r s i t y is his c o l l e a g u e a t t h e E a s t e r n U n i v e r s i t y . T h e y o u n g e r m a n u s e d t h e c o n c e p t o f 
a p p l i e d t h e a t r e t o r e f o r m u l a t e t h e kooththu t r a d i t i o n . 

4 Information regarding this peace effort can be seen in Abayasekera, J. (2001). The Role of the 
Churches: A Historical Perspective. Marga Monograph Series on Ethnic Reconciliation, 18, p. 7. 

1 Kooththu is a traditional play of Sri Lankan Tamils in which the setting gives space for the audience to 
engage in performance, discussion, sharing and relaxing while enjoying the play. 
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T h e a t r e is t h e r e b y v e r y p o p u l a r in Sri L a n k a . It is f o l k - c e n t r e d , s p o n t a n e o u s , a n d i n t e r a c t i v e . 
A l t h o u g h s o m e c o n v e n t i o n a l d r a m a s h a v e o f t e n s e r v e d t h e s ta tus q u o , t h e a t r e i n v o l v e s p e o p l e 
d i rec t l y . T h e a t r e is t h u s h e l p f u l t o c h a n n e l p e o p l e ' s asp i r a t i ons , f o r e x a m p l e t h e an t i - i ns t i t u t i ona l 
f o l k d r a m a s l i ke t h e S i n h a l a s o k a r i a n d k o l a m o r t h e a f o r e m e n t i o n e d T a m i l k o o t h t h u . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , e t h n i c - b a s e d t h e a t r e s usua l l y t e n d t o c h a m p i o n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e e t h n i c i t y , a n d 
th i s is l i ke ly t o l e a d t o e t h n i c p o l a r i s a t i o n . T h e p r e s e n t s t u d y l o o k e d spec i f i ca l l y at t h e t h e a t r e 
o f t h e p e o p l e , led b y S inha la a n d T a m i l c o m m u n i t i e s r e s p e c t i v e l y o r e lse p e r f o r m e d b y m i x e d 
c o m m u n i t i e s , w i t h t h e p o w e r t o r e a c h a u d i e n c e s a t t h e g r a s s r o o t s l e v e l , t o r e s p o n d t o t h e 
e m e r g i n g soc io -po l i t i ca l c h a n g e s in t h e c o u n t r y . 

J . METHODOLOGY AND RESEARCH PROCEDURES 

M e t h o d o l o g y . U s i n g a s e m i - e t h n o g r a p h i c i n q u i r y , t h i s s i x - m o n t h qua l i t a t i ve s t u d y s o u g h t 
t o e x p l o r e t h e soc ia l p r a x i s o f t h e Sr i L a n k a n t h e a t r e w o r k e r s . T h e r e s e a r c h ac t i v i t i es i n c l u d e d 
i n - d e p t h i n t e r v i e w s , p a r t i c i p a t o r y o b s e r v a t i o n o n t h e c r e a t i v e p r o c e s s e s , s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l 
a w a r e n e s s , a n d po l i t i ca l e c o n o m y o f t h e i r a r t i s t i c p u r s u i t s , as w e l l as i m m e r s i o n in e v e r y d a y 
e x p e r i e n c e s . 

T h e m e t h o d app l i ed h e r e i n w a s p r o g r e s s i v e , i n t e r a c t i v e , a n d ec lec t i c , u s i n g , a m o n g o t h e r s , 
s o c i o l o g y o f l i t e r a t u r e ( p a r t i c u l a r l y B o u r d i e u ' s s o c i o l o g y o f a r t s ) . In t i m e s o f r e v o l u t i o n / w a r , 
p e r f o r m i n g a r t s a r e o f t e n m o r e p o w e r f u l as p r o v e n b y t h e e x i s t e n c e o f n u m e r o u s t h e a t r e g r o u p s 
i n t h e c o u n t r y . H e r e , t h e h e r m e n e u t i c p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l a p p r o a c h b y M a x v a n M a n e n (1990) 
w a s u s e f u l . S u c h a n a p p r o a c h o f f e r s p e d a g o g i c r e f l e c t i o n o n h o w t h e t h e a t r e c o m m u n i t i e s 
u n d e r s t u d y l i ve a n d m a k e m e a n i n g o f t h e i r c u l t u r a l e n g a g e m e n t w i t h w h i c h t h e y h a v e t r i e d t o 
c o m e t o t e r m s w i t h i n t h e r e a l i t y o f w a r . Y e t , c o n s i d e r i n g t h e r e l a t i v e l y s h o r t d u r a t i o n o f t h e 
r e s e a r c h , t h i s s t u d y n a r r o w e d its s c o p e t o s t u d y i n g t h e ( m a j o r ) w o r k s t h a t h a v e a p p e a r e d a n d 
h a v e b e e n p e r f o r m e d s ince 2002. 

R e s e a r c h P r o c e d u r e s . T h e s e l e c t i o n o f t h e r e s e a r c h p a r t i c i p a n t s w a s b a s e d o n t h e 
c o n s i s t e n c y a n d d e p t h o f t h e i r e n g a g e m e n t in t h e w o r l d o f t h e a t r e . I n t e r v i e w s w i t h l i m i t e d 
p a r t i c i p a n t s w e r e c o n d u c t e d t o p u t t o g e t h e r d e s c r i p t i v e n o t e s o n t h e i r f o r m a l , d e m o g r a p h i c 
e n c o u n t e r w i t h t h e c o u n t r y ' s con f l i c t . D a t a o f th is k ind w a s n e c e s s a r y t o assess t h e c o m m u n i t y ' s 
s t r u g g l e f o r l e g i t i m a c y t h r o u g h t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e a r t i s t i c fields w h e n t a l k i n g a b o u t w a r , 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n , a n d e t h n i c i t y . G u i d e d b y t h e d e s c r i p t i v e n o t e s , t h e n e x t t y p e o f da ta ( o b t a i n e d 
v i a i n - d e p t h i n t e r v i e w s a n d p a r t i c i p a t o r y o b s e r v a t i o n ) w a s t h e ( ive e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e m o v e m e n t s ' 
m e m b e r s . Such re f l ec t i ve n o t e s m a y p r o v i d e t h o r o u g h i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e b a c k g r o u n d , i n f l uences , 
a n d soc ia l o u t l o o k -habitus- o f t h e l i te ra t i in q u e s t i o n , w h i c h w e r e t h e n u s e d t o a n a l y s e t h e i r 
soc ia l p r a x i s in d e a l i n g w i t h t h e c o n t i n u i n g Sri L a n k a n con f l i c t . L ike a n y l i ve e x p e r i e n c e r e s e a r c h , 
th is s t u d y is t h u s a n a t t e m p t t o i n t e r p r e t t h e pa r t i c i pan ts ' p e r c e p t i o n s f r o m w h i c h t h e r e s e a r c h e r 
c a n a l so b e n e f i t 6 . 

* [t is worth noting that two major events took place in the global peace (and/or war) calendar of 2008 
that coincided with the closing stages of my research project. The first was the Sri Lankan government's 
withdrawal from the 2002 Cease Fire Agreement signed with the LTTE by January 2008, which spiralling 
violence unleashed by both sides continued to rage. The other peace-related event at the rum of the year was the 
Domination of the Brazilian theatre guru and activist Augusto Boil, who is also a household name among Sri 
Lankan theatre makers, for the 2008 Nobel Peace Prize. Indeed, ihese two milestones and the whole series of 
events throughout my Sri Lanka stint have not only tied in with the goal of this study, but they also helped shape 
my perception of the overall project. 
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T o s u m u p , t h e soc ia l acts o f t h e l i t e r a r y - b a s e d c u l t u r a l m o v e m e n t s c a n b e r e a d t h r o u g h 
w h a t P i e r r e B o u r d i e u (1984, p. 48) p o s t u l a t e s as t h e p r o c e s s o f d i s t i n c t i o n , i n o r d e r t o s e e in 
w h i c h ( s y m b o l i c ) w a y s t h e p a r t i c u l a r c o m m u n i t i e s u n d e r s t u d y m a r k t h e i r i d e n t i t y in e x p r e s s i n g 
c u l t u r a l v a l u e s as d i f f e r e n t as o t h e r s . H e r e , t h e t r i a n g u l a r d e s i g n o f a n a l y z i n g c o n c u r r e n t l y t h e 
t h r e e t y p e s o f d a t a m a y l o o k l ike a p r i s m w i t h t h r e e s i des b r e a k i n g u p l ight i n to e a c h o t h e r . It is 
t h r o u g h t h i s p r i s m t h a t w a r , r e c o n c i l i a t i o n a n d e t h n i c i t y i n Sr i L a n k a c a n b e g l i m p s e d . 

4 . FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION: THEATRES FOR PEACE IN THE THEATRE OF 
WAR 

T o g i v e a s e n s e o f t h e t h e a t r e g r o u p s u n d e r o b s e r v a t i o n , a b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n o f e a c h 
t h e a t r e p r o f i l e is i m p o r t a n t t o s e e t h e d e g r e e t o w h i c h t h e s e s e l e c t e d c u l t u r a l m o v e m e n t s h a v e 
c o n t r i b u t e d t o soc ia l c h a n g e . F o r c o n v e n i e n c e , f i rs t I w i l l f o c u s o n t h e 5 g r o u p s h e a d q u a r t e r e d 
i n C o l o m b o , t h e n e x t 2 g r o u p s in Ba t t i ca loa a n d t h e last in J a f f n a 7 . 

1. TheJana Karaliya ( h e n c e f o r t h J K ) . F o u n d e d b y P a r a k r a m a N i r ie l la a n d H . A . P e r e r a i n 2004. 
T h i s m o b i l e t h e a t r e uses t h e f o r u m t h e a t r e c o n c e p t o f i n t e g r a t i n g a u d i e n c e p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
in t h e l i ve p e r f o r m a n c e s . T h e JK p l ay in b o t h S inha la a n d T a m i l m e d i u m s . 

2 . The Trikone Arts Centre ( h e n c e f o r t h T A C ) . B e g i n n i n g as a n i n d e p e n d e n t o r g a n i s a t i o n 
e s t a b l i s h e d b y D h a r m a s i r i B a n d a r a n a y e k e o n 24 O c t o b e r 2005, ac t i v i t i es in t h i s c e n t r e 
i n c l u d e p r o d u c i n g d r a m a a n d f i l m s , c o n d u c t i n g ar t is t i c e d u c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m m e s , 
h o l d i n g s e m i n a r s a n d w o r k s h o p s , a n d p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

3. The Wayside Theatre Troupe ( h e n c e f o r t h WTT). G a m i n i K. H a t t e t u w e g a m a e s t a b l i s h e d t h i s 
g r o u p in 1974. A t t h e h e a r t o f t h e W T T is a n a l t e r n a t i v e t h e a t r e a r t - c u m - n o n - f o r m a l -
e d u c a t i o n . A s a r a r e n o n - c o m m e r c i a l t h e a t r e , t h e WTT r e c e i v e s n o f inanc ia l s u p p o r t f r o m 
e i t h e r i n d i v i d u a l s o r s t a t e i n s t i t u t i o n . 

4 . The Lanka Children's and Youth Theatre Organisation ( h e n c e f o r t h L C Y T O ) . S o m a l a t h a 
S u b a s i n g h e e s t a b l i s h e d it in 1981 as a v o l u n t e e r o r g a n i s a t i o n p r o m o t i n g c h i l d r e n ' s a n d 
y o u t h t h e a t r e i n Sr i L a n k a . 

5. The Pahura. P r a s a n n a j i t h A b e y s u r y a f o u n d e d t h i s s t r e e t d r a m a g r o u p in 1997. P a h u r a is 
at p r e s e n t d e f u n c t f o r lack o f f i nanc ia l s u p p o r t . 

6. The Third Eye Local Knowledge and Skills Activist Group ( h e n c e f o r t h T h i r d e y e ) . T h e m a n 
b e h i n d t h e g r o u p is a n a c a d e m i c a t t h e E a s t e r n U n i v e r s i t y o f Sri L a n k a , S i v a g n a n a m 
J e y a s a n k a r w h o e s t a b l i s h e d it i n 2002 w i t h t h e a i m o f r e f o r m u l a t i n g t h e t r ad i t i ona l T a m i l 
d a n c e kooththu t h r o u g h p a r t i c i p a t o r y , a p p l i e d a n d s t r e e t t h e a t r e f o r m s w i t h c h i l d r e n a n d 
y o u t h . 

7. The Theatre Action Group ( h e n c e f o r t h TAG). B a s e d in J a f f n a , t h e T A G is a c o m m u n i t y o f 
T a m i l t h e a t r e a r t i s t s f o u n d e d b y Dr. K a n d a s a m y S i t h a m p a r a n a t h a n . T h e TAG a i m s a t 
h e l p i n g T a m i l c o m m u n i t i e s in t r a n s f o r m a t i v e t h e a t r i c a l e x p e r i e n c e s , hea l i ng r i tua ls , 
e d u c a t i o n a l w o r k s h o p s , po l i t i ca l d e m o n s t r a t i o n s , a n d d i a l o g u e . 

7 I met Dr. Sithamparanathan of TAG in Colombo near the end of my research and since then we have 
continued to communicate. He left behind his TAG in Jaffna following death threats. Consequently, I never went 
to Jaffna and information on this group is based on my interview with him and with some TAG members as well 
as written materials sent to me later. I shall use this opportunity to thank Dr. Sitham and his family for having 
assisted me and sustaining sustained our friendship. 
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8. The Butterfly Peace Garden ( h e n c e f o r t h BPG). T h e G a r d e n w a s e s t a b l i s h e d in 1995 t h r o u g h 
t h e p a r t n e r s h i p o f t h e Ba t t i ca loa H e a l t h R e a c h w i t h t h e C a n a d i a n ar t is t Pau l H o g a n . T h e 
a i m is t o p r o v i d e h e a l i n g s p a c e f o r c h i l d r e n t r a u m a t i s e d b y t h e w a r t h r o u g h a r t s a n d 
p lay. T h e BPC p r o v i d e s a n a r e n a c o n d u c i v e f o r h e a l i n g t h a t a p p e a l s t o c h i l d r e n ' s i m a g i 
n a t i o n , h e n c e t h e m o t t o " e a r t h , a r t s , a n d h e a r t s " . 

In v i e w o f t h e o b j e c t i v e o f th is r e s e a r c h , i.e. t o i n t e r p r e t t h e m e a n i n g o f t h e e i g h t 
p a r t i c i p a n t s ' e n g a g e m e n t w i t h t h e i r w o r l d s o f t h e a t r e , t h e d i s c u s s i o n w i l l b e o r g a n i s e d u n d e r 
3 ( t h r e e ) t h e m e s : h i s t o r i c i t y ( w h a t ) , i n t e n t i o n a l i t y ( w h y ) , a n d a c t i o n ( h o w ) . 

Historicity. T h e h i s t o r i c i t y ( m e a n i n g e v e n t s t h a t h a v e t a k e n p lace s ince t h e i r g e n e s i s u p t o 
t h e p r e s e n t d e v e l o p m e n t ) o f t h e p e o p l e t h e a t r e s u n d e r s t u d y is v e r y s imi lar . T h e y a r e al l 
p i o n e e r e d b y p e r f o r m a n c e a r t i s tes ( m o s t l y v e t e r a n s in t h e i r f i e lds ) w i t h k n o w n c o m m i t m e n t 
n a t i o n w i d e o r e v e n i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . T h e a r ch i t ec t s o f t h e JK a r e P a r a k r a m a N i r ie l la a n d ( t h e 
la te ) H . A . P e r e r a 8 , t w o v e t e r a n a r t i s t es in sma l l s c r e e n a n d s t a g e d r a m a , w h o s t a r t e d t o d r a w 
u p a p lan in J u n e 2003 w h i c h m a t e r i a l i z e d b y t h e n e x t y e a r . 

A n o t h e r v e t e r a n d r a m a a n d f i lm d i r e c t o r D h a r m a s i r i B a n d a r a n a y a k e is t h e i n v e n t o r o f 
t h e TAC w h o s e m i s s i o n is t o u s e p e r f o r m i n g a r ts t o p r o m o t e p e a c e a n d h a r m o n y in Sr i L a n k a . A 
r e n o w n e d f i g u r e i n t h e w o r l d o f t h e a t r e , h e r e c e i v e d n u m e r o u s i n t e r n a t i o n a l a w a r d s a n d 
e s t e e m e d Sr i L a n k a n p r e s i d e n t i a l a w a r d s s u c h as K a l a s h o o r i (1995) f o r a r t s , K a l a k e e r t h i (2005) 
f o r d r a m a . 

T h e res t o f t h e f o u n d e r s a r e p e r f o r m e r s as w e l l as s c h o l a r s . D e s p i t e his c u l t u r a l l y e l i te 
p o s i t i o n as a l e c t u r e r o f Eng l i sh D r a m a a n d T h e a t r e a t P e r a d e n i y a U n i v e r s i t y , K a n d y a n d a n 
a u t h o r i t y o n Eng l i sh T h e a t r e , ( t h e la te ) G a m i n i K. H a t t e t u w e g a m a h a d p e r s i s t e n t l y m a d e a 
b r e a k t h r o u g h t o s e c u r i n g i n t e r e s t s o f t h e p o p u l a c e t h r o u g h h is ar t is t i c p u r s u i t in s t r e e t d r a m a . 
B e g i n n i n g t h e i r d e b u t p e r f o r m a n c e at A n u r a d h a p u r a R a i l w a y S t a t i o n o n t h e P o s o n P o y a D a y o f 
1974, G a m i n i a n d his W T T a r t i s t s h a d s ince t h e n f a i t h f u l l y p l a y e d a non-e l i t i s t , ac t i v i s t t h e a t r e 
t r o u p e a d v o c a t i n g l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e s o f t h e Sri L a n k a n p e o p l e , w h i l e c o m m e n t i n g o n m a n y o f 
s o c i e t y ' s ills t o d a y . T h e g o v e r n m e n t h o n o u r e d G a m i n i ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o a l t e r n a t i v e t h e a t r e o n 
W o r l d T h e a t r e D a y 2001. T h i s r e c i p i e n t o f t h e 2005 Ka lak i r th i w a s a lso a w a r d e d la te r a t t h e 
N a t i o n a l D r a m a F e s t i v a l 2007 f o r h is c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e t h e a t r e as t e a c h e r , c r i t ic , p l a y w r i g h t , 
a c t o r a n d d i r e c t o r in b o t h S inha la a n d E n g l i s h . 

A v e r y g o o d f r i e n d o f G a m i n i H a t t e t u w e g a m a , t h e e x p e r t in c h i l d r e n ' s t h e a t r e a n d 
p l a y w r i g h t S o m a l a t h a S u b a s i n g h e b e l i e v e s t h a t it is i m p o r t a n t t o e d u c a t e t h e y o u n g o n e s 
t h r o u g h t h e m e d i u m o f t h e a t r e if w e a r e t o n u r t u r e a benevolent soc ie t y . K n o w n as t h e " P l a y 
H o u s e - K o t t e " , LCYJO has p r o d u c e d a r e p e r t o i r e o f c h i l d r e n ' s a n d y o u t h t h e a t r e a n d a w a r d 
w i n n i n g m a i n s t r e a m t h e a t r e p r o d u c t i o n s a n d p a r t i c i p a t e d in m a n y i n t e r n a t i o n a l f es t i va l s a n d 
c o n f e r e n c e s . 

* Special thank to my friend and "guru" Lalith Abcysinghe who set up an appointment for me to meet 
Parakrama for the first time on 8 October 2007 at the Colombo GeneraJ Hospital where he was treated for his 
heart surgery. Since then I have become friends with all Jarta Karaliya troupe. H. A. Perera, being then a mobile 
person, preferred to see me at ICES than being visited at home or his Telcom office at Fort not far from my 
office. His demise recently was indeed a great shock to the theatre world. 
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A s f o r t h e Pahura, its f o u n d e r is a g i f t e d y o u n g m a n a n d o n e o f S o m a la t h a S u b a s i n g h e ' s 
b r i l l i an t s t u d e n t s , P r a s a n n a j i t h A b e y s u r y a . T h i s l e c t u r e r a t t h e V i s u a l a n d P e r f o r m i n g A r t s 
U n i v e r s i t y , C o l o m b o sa id that h is h a r d w o r k w a s a t r i b u t e t o S o m a l a t h a a n d t h e ' g r a n d - t e a c h e r ' 
G a m i n i H a t t e t u w e g a m a . l a c k o f f u n d i n g h a s f o r c e d t h e g r o u p t o p r o c u r e s u p p o r t f r o m 
c o m m e r c i a l p r o d u c t i o n . F o r e x a m p l e , P r a s a n n a j i t h and his w i f e and t w o c h i l d r e n p r o d u c e d 
t h e h i g h l y r a t e d T V Ser ies " O l u " . 

L ike Pahura, t h e f o u n d e r o f Thirdeye is t h e y o u n g a c a d e m i c S i v a g n a n a m J e y a s a n k a r w h o 
is a l s o a sk i l led kooththu p e r f o r m e r . H is i n t e n t i o n is t o c h a l l e n g e t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l , i n te l l ec tua l 
m e t h o d o f p e r f o r m i n g a r t s p r o p e r t y o f t h e a c a d e m i a b y e x p l o r i n g t h e c r e a t i v e p o t e n t i a l o f t h e 
v i l l age p e r f o r m e r s . J e y a s a n k a r t h u s a t t e m p t s t o t r a n s l a t e t h e c o m m u n i t y ' s n e e d t o f lock , p l ay 
a n d l e a r n t o g e t h e r , b e l i e v i n g t h a t it is i m p o r t a n t in t o d a y ' s w o r l d w h e r e g l o b a l i z a t i o n c o n t i n u e s 
t o o v e r s h a d o w t h e s ign i f i cance o f c o m m u n a l l i fe . 

J e y a s a n k a r ' s c o n c e r n t o t r a n s f o r m t h e c o m m u n i t y o f T a m i l t h e a t r e a r t i s ts is s h a r e d b y Dr. 
K a n d a s a m y S i t h a m p a r a n a t h a n , t h e D i r e c t o r o f t h e S c h o o l o f F i n e A r t s a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f 
J a f f n a . T h i s 1998 B r a n d e i s I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e l l o w e s t a b l i s h e d t h e TAG t o p r o v i d e a sa fe v e n u e f o r 
p e o p l e t o h e a l f r o m t r a u m a a n d a ca ta l ys t f o r soc ia l c h a n g e . A s a n i n d e p e n d e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n , 
t h i s t h e a t r e g r o u p h a s o f t e n c o l l a b o r a t e d w i t h o t h e r i n s t i t u t i ons s u c h as t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f 
P s y c h i a t r y o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f J a f f n a in t h e " T h e a t r e as T h e r a p y " p r o j e c t . T h u s , t h e m i s s i o n o f 
t h e TAG is soc ia l e m p o w e r m e n t , v i l l age c o m m u n i c a t i o n , p e r s o n a l a w a r e n e s s a n d s e l f - d i s c o v e r y 
w i t h w h i c h i n d i v i d u a l a n d soc ie ta l c h a n g e a r e l ike ly t o occu r . 

M e a n w h i l e , t h e BPC is f u n d e d b y t h e P e a c e F u n d a n d t h e C a n a d i a n H i g h C o m m i s s i o n a n d , 
f o r t h e f i rs t f e w y e a r s , H I V O S ( N e t h e r l a n d s ) . T h e c o m m i t t e d a r t i s t h e r e is Pau l H o g a n , a n d 
ac t i ng as t h e loca l p a r t n e r is t h e J e s u i t p r ies t Rev . Fr. Pau l S a t k u n a y a g a m , a t r a i n e d c o u n s e l l o r 
w h o has h a d p r e v i o u s e x p e r i e n c e in his c o u n s e l l i n g c e n t r e f o r e x - d e t a i n e e s a n d w i d o w s o f w a r . 
Basical ly , t h e BPC is a p e a c e - m a k i n g e f f o r t , t h a t is, r e p l a c i n g t h e w a r e t h o s o f v i o l e n c e a n d 
d e s t r u c t i o n w i t h g e n t l e n e s s a n d c r e a t i v e n e s s w i t h w h i c h t h o s e c h i l d r e n c a n h e a l a n d 
s u b s e q u e n t l y b e c o m e h e a l e r s w i t h i n t h e i r o w n c o m m u n i t y . 

I n t e n t i o n a l i t y . T h e t e r m " i n t e n t i o n a l i t y " h e r e m e a n s t h e u n d e r l y i n g r e a s o n ( s ) w i t h w h i c h 
e a c h o f t h e e i g h t t h e a t r e g r o u p s l a te r b a s e d t h e i r a c t i o n ( s ) . T h i s is t o a n s w e r : w h a t d o t h e y h o p e 
t o a c h i e v e t h r o u g h t h e i r t h e a t r i c a l p r a x i s , a n d w h y a r e t h e y so c o m m i t t e d ? W h a t d i s t i nc t i on 
c a n w e u n f o l d f r o m t h i s ? 

T o b e g i n w i t h t h e t rave l l i ng t h e a t r e VX, c o m m i t m e n t f o r t h e c o m m o n g o o d m a k e s t h e g r o u p 
p e r f o r m i n a pub l i c a r e a ins ide a h u g e t h e a t r e t e n t t h a t c a n b e a s s e m b l e d , d i s s e m b l e d , a n d 
t h e n t r a n s p o r t e d f r o m o n e a r e a t o a n o t h e r . T h e JK u s u a l l y s tays a t o n e p lace f o r 2 t o 3 m o n t h s 
d i s t r i b u t i n g p a m p h l e t , r e c r u i t i n g , c o n d u c t i n g , w o r k s h o p s a n d r e h e a r s a l s f o l l o w e d b y 
p e r f o r m a n c e s . T h e JK p l a y s b o t h in S inha la a n d T a m i l m e d i u m s d e p e n d i n g o n t h e m a j o r i t y o f 
t h e loca l c o m m u n i t i e s i n t h e a r e a a n d S inha la a n d T a m i l a r t i s t e s w o u l d p l a y r o l e s in e a c h 
o t h e r d r a m a s . In t h i s w a y , t h e d i v e r s e m e m b e r s o f g r o w in t o g e t h e r n e s s . It is f asc ina t i ng t o 
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s e e P a r a k r a m a w h o d o e s n o t s p e a k a w o r d o f T a m i l p a t i e n t l y a n d e n e r g e t i c a l l y t r a i n t h e 
r e h e a r s i n g T a m i l p l a y e r s 9 . 

S ince t h e i n c r e a s i n g l y i n t e n s e e t h n i c w a r d u r i n g t h e 1980s, D h a r m a s i r i has s t e a d f a s t l y 
c o m m i t t e d h i m s e l f t o p r o d u c i n g a s e r i e s o f d o c u m e n t a r i e s f e a t u r i n g t h e r i ch l e g a c y o f S inha la 
a n d T a m i l fo lk a r t s in his a t t e m p t s t o f o s t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d a p p r e c i a t i o n o f e a c h o t h e r ' s 
c u l t u r e s . H is g o a l is t o m a k e S inha la a n d T a m i l c o m m u n i t i e s c o l l a b o r a t e f o r a c o m m o n g o a l , 
i.e. p e a c e t h r o u g h a r t s i nce h e b e l i e v e s in t h e p o w e r o f t h e a t r i c a l i m a g e s t o i n c r e a s e a w a r e n e s s 
o f t h e fu t i l i t y o f w a r . A m o n g h i s c e l e b r a t e d p l a y s is t h e o f t - s t a g e d Trojan Kanthowo [ T r o j a n 
W o m e n ] -a w i t t y S i n h a l a s a t i o n o f E u r i p i d e s ' G r e e k t r a g e d y . Re fusa l t o a c c e p t w a r p r o p a g a n d a 
is d i s p l a y e d h e r e i n w h i l e d r a w i n g t h e a u d i e n c e ' s a t t e n t i o n t o t h e h i g h v a l u e s o f c lass ica l 
t h e a t r e . It is t h i s v i s i o n t h a t e x p o s e d h i m t o d e a t h t h r e a t s a n d t o l a b e l e d "S inha la T i g e r " b y 
s o m e c h a u v i n i s t S i n h a l e s e 1 0 . 

G a m i n i K. H a t t e t u w e g a m a ' s d e b u t p e r f o r m a n c e w a s his s t r e e t p l a y p e r f o r m e d a t t h e 
A n u r a d h a p u r a R a i l w a y S t a t i o n o n P o s o n P o y a D a y o f 1974. C e n t r a l t o h is W T T is a n a l t e r n a t i v e 
t h e a t r e a r t - c u m - n o n - f o r m a l - e d u c a t i o n . T h i s l i be ra t i on i s t a n d p o s t c o l o n i a l s t r a t e g y is m e a n t 
t o e m b r a c e as w i d e a n a u d i e n c e o f al l soc ia l c lasses f r o m v i l l age t o t o w n as t h e t r o u p e c a n 
p o s s i b l y m a n a g e . O e s p i t e t h e f a d i n g e n t h u s i a s m f o r s t r e e t d r a m a as t h e i r n u m b e r adds u p t o 
a b o u t 60 i n t h e c o u n t r y , h is t r o u p e is c o m m i t t e d t o n u r t u r i n g th is g e n r e o f p e r f o r m i n g a r t b y 
p r o d u c i n g p l a y s o f c o n t e m p o r a r y p e o p l e ' s d i l e m m a s a n d m a d n e s s . 

W h e n I m e t h i m in 2007, G a m i n i h a d b e e n ba t t l i ng w i t h c a n c e r b u t t h i s d e v o u t B u d d h i s t 
r e m a i n e d d e d i c a t e d t o t e a c h i n g g r o u p s o f y o u n g p e o p l e c o m i n g t o his w o r k s h o p - a n ac t i v i t y 
d o n e f o r y e a r s r e s u l t i n g in t h e n a t i o n ' s b e s t a w a r d w i n n i n g y o u n g e r a r t i s t s m a n y o f w h o m h a v e 
s im i l a r l y s h o w n s h e e r s t e a d f a s t n e s s , as t o p a y t r i b u t e t o t h e i r m a h a r i s h i in t h e t h e a t r e w o r l d " . 

LCYTO f o u n d e r S o m a l a t h a S u b a s i n g h e o f f e r e d f r e e p r o g r a m s f o r t h e y o u t h w h o a r e 
c o m m i t t e d t o s t u d y i n g d r a m a a n d t h e a t r e espec ia l l y f o r c h i l d r e n t o b e c o m e p r o f e s s i o n a l s in 
t h e f u t u r e . T h e p r o g r a m m e en ta i l s all r o u n d t r a i n i n g s u c h as ac t i ng , sc r ip t w r i t i n g , d i r e c t i n g , 
m o v e m e n t , a n d v o c a l t r a i n i n g . A l s o a v a i l a b l e a r e t r a i n i n g o n p rac t i ca l a p p l i c a t i o n s s u c h as 
d e s i g n i n g s tage se t s a n d p r o p s , c o s t u m e d e s i g n i n g , p r e p a r i n g s t a g e l igh t ing , s t a g e m a n a g e m e n t , 
a n d p r o g r a m m i n g s o u n d e f f ec t s . S u c h c o m p l e x tasks in d r a m a a n d t h e a t r e u n d o u b t e d l y r e q u i r e 
c o m m i t m e n t a n d h a r d w o r k . 

' 1 spent two full days with the group (28 and 29 December 2007) to see their Indian tour preparation. 
l f l Interview with Dharmasiri. 18 December 2007. He looked amused when recalling this, though, he said, 

he was shocked by the repeated death threats back then after the performance. I thank him for the discussion 
time and copies of the valuable documentary films given to me, to say nothing of the updated information sent 
to me regularly to date. 

1 1 Gamini must have been exhausted after talking for more than 3 hours, yet he did not stop, knowing my 
equal enthusiasm and interest in his story. He was indeed an excellent raconteur to capture his audience. 1 could 
only see greatness in his frail body. (Fiddwork Notes, 6 November 2007). 
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T o m e n t i o n b u t o n e e x a m p l e o f h e r d e d i c a t i o n , t h e t h e n w i f e o f t h e A m b a s s a d o r o f Sri 
Lanka f o r M a l a y s i a (1997 - 1 9 9 9 ) t o o k t i m e t o p r o m o t e / . C V T O a b r o a d . W h i l e o n l e a v e , S o m a l a t h a , 
w h o a l w a y s p r e f e r s t o u s e h e r m a i d e n n a m e , e n t r u s t e d h e r o l d e r d a u g h t e r K a u s h a l y a F e r n a n d o 
a n d h e r s o n - i n - l a w C h a n d a n a w i t h c h a r g e o f t h e d r a m a t r o u p e . P a r t l y b e c a u s e o f d i s t a n c e - a 
t h r e e h o u r f l i gh t t o M a l a y s i a - S o m a l a t h a u s e d t o r e t u r n t o Sr i L a n k a o n c e in t w o m o n t h s a n d 
s t a y o n f o r o n e m o n t h , e s p e c i a l l y f o r s u c h i m p o r t a n t r e h e a r s a l s as t h e s t a g i n g o f " M o t h e r 
C o u r a g e " - a p r o d u c t i o n t o s u p p o r t t h e a n t i - w a r w o m e n ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

N e x t , w h e n s h e a c c o m p a n i e d Mr . F e r n a n d o t o t h e N e t h e r l a n d s in J a n u a r y 2000, a n d un t i l 
2003, t h i s p a s s i o n a t e a r t i s t e c a m e t o Sri L a n k a t o a c c o m p a n y t h e d r a m a t r o u p e t o pa r t i c i pa te 
in t h e W o r l d T h e a t r e C o n f e r e n c e in S o u t h K o r e a . T h i s is t o say t h a t LCYTO is i n d e e d o n its w a y 
t o bu i l d a c o n c e r n e d s o c i e t y . S o m a l a t h a a n d i O T O h a v e t h u s g i v e n t h e i r c o m m i t m e n t t o l ive u p 
t o t h e i r v i s i o n a n d m i s s i o n 1 1 . 

S o e a g e r w a s S o m a l a t h a a b o u t t h e a t r e t h a t s h e i n f o r m e d P r a s a n n a j i t h A b e y s u r y a t o s e e 
m e a b o u t his Pahura. F r o m o u r d i s c u s s i o n 1 3 , it w a s c l e a r t h a t h is c o m m i t m e n t t o t h e w o r l d o f 
t h e a t r e ( f o r p e a c e ) c a n b e s e e n f r o m t h e k inds o f p l a y s h e w r o t e ( p e r f o r m e d o r u n p e r f o r m e d ) 
a n d h e l p e d t o d i r e c t . Bu t , g i v e n t h a t t h i s g r o u p w a s t h e n t e m p o r a r i l y n o n - o p e r a t i o n a l , I w a s n o t 
ab le t o g e t m u c h f r o m t h e o t h e r w i s e r e s o u r c e f u l v e n u e f o r soc ia l c h a n g e . 

T o m o v e t o t h e i n t e n t i o n a l i t y o f t h e T a m i l - b a s e d t h e a t r e , J e y a s a n k a r t h r o u g h his Thirdeye 
e x p l o r e d t h e c r e a t i v e p o t e n t i a l o f t h e v i l l age p e r f o r m e r in Ba t t i ca loa . T h e kooththu p l a y e r s 
t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e y o u t h c r e a t e p e r f o r m a n c e p i e c e s , fac i l i t a te c h i l d r e n ' s d r a m a a n d g a m e s 
w o r k s h o p s as w e l l as o r g a n i s e c h i l d r e n ' s p e r f o r m a n c e s . D i f f e r e n t g r o u p m e m b e r s c o o r d i n a t e 
a n d spec ia l i se in d i f f e r e n t ac t i v i t i es d e p e n d i n g o n t h e i r skil ls a n d t r a i n i n g . E t h n i c con f l i c t a n d 
t h e 2004 t s u n a m i a r e a m o n g t o p i c s d i s cussed a n d p e r f o r m e d b y t h e g r o u p . 

I can never forgive myself for not being quick enough to complete my work before he died, May he rest 
in peace. 

'Thanks to my dear friend Anushaya Collure who is also Somalatha's niece. I have maintained contact 
with them and I shall quote at length Somalatha's e-mail (24 March 2008) to me when 1 asked her about one 
incident during her overseas trip after the riots of July '33 when at the airport her suitcase was scribbled with notes 
begging her not to leave Sri Lanka: 

"By this time 1 was married. In fact I married on 6 , b September 1962. 
This happened in the 1987/88 period when most of the artistes left the country due to the deteriorating 

conditions. I did not have the intention to leave though. If I remember right the scribbling on the baggage was 
not in fluent English - "Do not go. We like your play. Do other play." made me think that they were written by 
the airport workers. I found the scribbling in Leipzig. I was touched to know that people of that social class -
not fully competent in English- patronised Sinhala Theatre, especially the kind of plays 1 did. They had not 
mentioned the film which I had acted which was another important factor. It touched my heart and I felt a 
maternal sense of responsibility. I also felt if not for this kind of response and reaction I would not want to rest 
and relax. Even when I went to the bank or went for a walk I saw the common people acknowledging me, giving 
me a nod. I felt that I was being appreciated, from the things they told me whenever I came in contact with the 
common man." 

"Again. I am indebted to Anushaya Collure for arranging my meeting on 3 January 2008 in my office 
at ICES with Prasannajith and for becoming an excellent interpreter for both of us. 
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M e a n w h i l e , t h e TAG a n d its f o u n d e r S i t h a m p a r a n a t h a n b e l i e v e d in us ing t h e a t r e as a 
sa fe v e n u e f o r p e o p l e t o h e a l f r o m t r a u m a as w e l l as a ca ta l ys t f o r soc ia l c h a n g e . In 2000, t h e 
TAG m a n a g e d t o m o b i l i s e a n d o r g a n i s e e a c h v i l l age in t h e N o r t h e r n p a r t o f t h e c o u n t r y in a 
t h e a t r e f o r u m us ing n o t o n l y p e r f o r m a n c e s , b u t a l so g r o u p d i scuss ions o n c o m m o n i n t e r e s t s 
a n d d a y - t o - d a y p r o b l e m s . 

U n l i k e t h e TAG, c h i l d r e n a r e t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n t a r g e t o f t h e BPC. S p r a w l e d in a l and u s e d 
t o be t h e p r o p e r t y o f t h e F r e n c h J e s u i t s ' g a r d e n o f m a n g o e s , t h e BPC is a c e n t r e f o r c r e a t i v e 
t h e r a p e u t i c e d u c a t i o n f o r t h e y o u n g v i c t i m s o f w a r 1 4 . T h e B P G has s e r v e d w i t h d i f f i cu l t y o v e r 
600 s c h o o l c h i l d r e n s e l e c t e d f r o m a r o u n d 20 v i l l a g e s in B a t t i c a l o a , r e p r e s e n t i n g d i f f e r e n t 
e t h n i c g r o u p s ( T a m i l a n d M u s l i m ) w i t h t h e i r 9 m o n t h a f t e r - s c h o o l a n d w e e k e n d 9 p r o g r a m at 
t h e G a r d e n . Fac i l i t a ted b y s ta f f a n i m a t o r s a n d t r a i n e d local adu l t s f r o m m i x e d c o m m u n i t i e s , 
t h e s e c h i l d r e n a r e l ed t o p l a y a n d i n d u l g e in a r t ac t i v i t i es s u c h as c lay w o r k , a r ts a n d c r a f t s , 
d r a m a , s t o r y t e l l i n g a n d m u s i c w i t h t h e p u r p o s e o f h e a l i n g t h e m f r o m t h e t r a u m a o f w a r a n d 
e n s u r i n g t h e i r h e a l t h y p e r s o n a l g r o w t h . 

A c t i o n . F i na l l y , t h e d i s c u s s i o n t u r n s t o a c t i o n . H e r e " a c t i o n " is r o u g h l y t r a n s l a t e d as 
' i n t e r i o r i s e d v a l u e s impe l l i ng t h e pa r t i c i pan t s t o ac t a n d d o s o m e t h i n g c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e i r 
c o n v i c t i o n ' . S o m e o f t h e e i g h t g r o u p s u n d e r s t u d y in t h e i r o w n w a y h a v e e n g a g e d in h o n e s t a n d 
r e s p e c t f u l d i a l o g u e w i t h p e o p l e o u t s i d e t h e i r e t h n i c b a c k g r o u n d s . S o m e o t h e r s s e e m t o f o c u s 
o n p r o f e s s i o n a l d e v e l o p m e n t in p r e p a r a t i o n o f bu i l d i ng s u c h d i a l o g u e a n d / o r c o o p e r a t i o n . 
T h e JK, f o r e x a m p l e , p e r f o r m e d f o r t h e v i c t i m s o f t h e 2004 t s u n a m i a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y . T h a n k s 
t o t h e i r s p e c i o u s m o b i l e t e n t t h a t c a n a c c o m m o d a t e s e v e r a l h u n d r e d a u d i e n c e s it w a s poss ib le 
t o c r e a t e a c t o r - a u d i e n c e i n t e r a c t i o n , g i v e n t h e ' in t h e r o u n d ' i ns ta l l a t i on o f t h e s t a g e . T h e JK 
h a s a l so p l a y e d f o r t h e p a y i n g a u d i e n c e a n d t r a v e l l e d t o Ind ia w h i l e w a i t i n g f o r t h e t e n t t o be 
f i x e d a f t e r its f r e q u e n t w e a r a n d tear. 

M e a n w h i l e , w i t h his TAC a r t i s t s , D h a r m a s i r i m a d e s e v e r a l c u l t u r a l p e r f o r m a n c e s t r o u p e s 
in t h e n o r t h e r n a n d e a s t e r n pa r t s o f t h e c o u n t r y as w e l l as o v e r s e a s , w i t h t h e s ing le m i s s i o n o f 
s h o w c a s i n g t h e poss ib le m u t u a l e x c h a n g e o f c u l t u r e s a m o n g d i v e r s e Sri L a n k a n e t h n i c g r o u p s . 

S t i l l i n s p i r e d b y t h e 1 9 7 5 r a d i c a l a n d p o l i t i c a l p e r f o r m a n c e o f " L o k a A h a r a 
S a m m e l a n a y a " 1 5 , t o d a t e t h e W T T h a s c o n t i n u e d t o pa r t i c i pa te o n spec ia l d a y s l ike I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
W o m e n ' s D a y o r L a b o u r Day , a n d m a n y o t h e r t h e a t r e s h a v e f o l l o w e d su i t . 

1 4 My trip to Batticaloa and visit to this group were made possible by the kind arrangement of Fr. Guy P. 
Rajendram, S. J. Travelling 'with a vicar in a vicar's car' is the best way to avoid the hassle of check points in the 
Eastern province. I shall acknowledge my huge debt to all Jesuits in Colombo, Batticaloa and Kandy for their 
supports constant prayers and comforting reassurance, without which my study away from home would have been 
an unbearable ordeal. 

1 5 Gamini in his troupe performed at the dinner venue for the delegation of the FAO (Food and Agriculture 
Organization) international conference in Colombo, criticising as it did the first world's food policy towards the 
third world. 
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A l t h o u g h a t t h i s t i m e o f w r i t i n g J e y a s a n k a r o f Thirdeye is c o m p l e t i n g his D o c t o r a t e in 
I n d i a , t h e g r o u p r e m a i n s a c t i v e i n t h e i r c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s , s u c h as p u b l i s h i n g p o e t r y , a n d 
o r g a n i s i n g e v e n t s a n d w o r k s h o p s p e r t a i n i n g t o g e n d e r , v i o l e n c e , a n d v a r i o u s a w a r e n e s s 
t r a i n i n g 1 6 . 

A s f o r t h e T A G , its r o l e i n c r e a t i n g a p l a t f o r m f o r soc ia l a n d i n d i v i d u a l c h a n g e a t t h e 
v i l l age l e v e l w a s o f t e n c h a l l e n g e d w h e n it e x t e n d e d i ts a t t e m p t s t o b e i n v o l v e d in Sri L a n k a ' s 
con f l i c t r e s o l u t i o n p r o j e c t . A case i n p o i n t is S i t h a m p a r a n a t h a n ' s i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e i n n o v a t i v e 
P o n g u T h a m i l M o v e m e n t o n t h e e v e o f t h e 2002 C F A . L a r g e s e g m e n t s o f S inha la u l t ra -na t iona l i s ts 
m i s r e a d t h i s a c t i o n as b e i n g w a r p r e p a r a t i o n b y t h e T a m i l s t h r o u g h a r t s , h e n c e a c l e a r t h r e a t 
t o t h e i r i n t e r e s t s . T h i s m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g w a s c l e a r l y t h e r e s u l t o f t h e c o m m u n i c a t i o n g a p 
b e t w e e n T a m i l a n d S inha la a r t i s t es a n d t h e a b s e n c e o f i n f o r m a t i o n o n w h a t P o n g u T h a m i l 
r ea l l y w a s . A l t h o u g h t o d a t e Dr. S i t h a m p a r a n a t h a n has m a d e it a m e d i u m o f soc ia l a n d p e r s o n a l 
e m p o w e r m e n t , h e h a s o f t e n b e e n m i s u n d e r s t o o d b y s o m e S inha la s e c t o r s 1 7 . 

In s u m , t h e e i g h t t h e a t r e g r o u p s o b s e r v e d c a n b e l i n k e d t o o n e a n o t h e r in t e r m s o f v i s i o n , 
m i s s i o n a n d m e a n s o f s u s t e n a n c e . T h e t h e a t r e s o f T h i r d e y e , BPG a n d TAG c o m e f r o m t h e T a m i l 
c u l t u r e , w h i l e t h e S inha la t r a d i t i o n is r e p r e s e n t e d b y t h e t h e a t r e s o f JK, TAC, WTT, LCYTO, a n d 
t h e Pahura. S o m e o f t h e m e .g . D h a r m a s i r i B a n d s r a n a y a k a , u s e e x p e r i m e n t a l c lass ica l t h e a t r e 
w h i l e o t h e r s u s e r i tua l is t ic t h e a t r e l ike t h e t h e a t r e o f D r S i t h a m p a r a n a t h a n a n d t h e B u t t e r f l y 
G a r d e n a r t i s t es . Y e t o t h e r s u s e t r a d i t i o n - b a s e d t h e a t r e l ike J e y a s a n k a r ' s koththu, a g e - b a s e d , 
t h e a t r e f o r c h i l d r e n a n d y o u t h l ike t h o s e o f S o m a l a t h a S u b a s i n g h e a n d P r a s a n n a j i t h A b e y s u r y a , 
s e t t i n g - b a s e d as in P a r a k r a m a Ni r ie l la 's o n s t a g e a n d / o r m o b i l e t h e a t r e , a n d t h e s t r e e t t h e a t r e 
o f G a m i n i H a t t e t u w e g a m a . 

A s f o r t h e goa l s , t h e y m a y v a r y a c c o r d i n g t o t h e e t h n i c i d e n t i t y a n d po l i t i ca l a s p i r a t i o n s 
o f t h e a r t i s t es , a l t h o u g h - b o t h S inha la - led a n d T a m i l - l e d g r o u p s h a v e a s p i r e d f o r soc ia l c h a n g e , 
s p e c i f i c a l l y p e a c e . T h e T a m i l g r o u p s t e n d t o f o c u s m o r e o n s o c i a l u p h e a v a l a n d s e l f -
d e t e r m i n a t i o n , w h i l e t h e S inha la c o u n t e r p a r t s h a v e p r i o r i t i s e d t h e c o - e x i s t e n c e b e t w e e n t h e 
S inha la - T a m i l g r o u p s . 

It w o u l d s e e m t h a t g i v e n t h e i r pas t a c h i e v e m e n t s , t h e S inha la - l ed g r o u p s l ike t h o s e o f 
P a r a k r a m a P e r e r a a n d D h a r m a s i r i h a v e access t o w e l l - p l a c e d c o n t a c t s a m o n g al l c o m m u n i t i e s 
i nc l ud ing g o v e r n m e n t e c h e l o n s a n d , b u s i n e s s a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l n e t w o r k s . A s s u c h , it w o u l d 
s e e m e a s i e r f o r t h i s k i n d o f t h e a t r e as a c u l t u r a l m o v e m e n t , t o f i n d t h e i r w a y t o m e n d t h e 
t a r n i s h e d S i n h a l e s e - T a m i l r e l a t i o n s h i p w h e n c o m p a r e d t o t h e less ' p o p u l a r ' T a m i l g r o u p s in 
t e r m s o f i n f l u e n c e . It is t h e l a t t e r g r o u p s t h a t B o u r d i e u w o u l d cal l " l o w in c u l t u r a l , e c o n o m i c , 
a n d po l i t i ca l c a p i t a l . " 

l* Samples of these art materials are in my possession. Thanks to Thirdeye members Karunemhiraj and 
Nevinathan who took the trouble of handing them to me at my Colombo residence, all the way from Batticaloa 
during a troubled lime like November 2008. 

1 7 From Dr. Sitampharanathan's notes sent to me through e-mail, 14 February 2008. 
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M e a n w h i l e , f r o m m y o b s e r v a t i o n s I f o u n d t h a t t h a t t h e r o a d t o p e a c e is s o m e t i m e s 
h a m p e r e d b y t h e p r e s e n c e o f s u c h i n t e r n a t i o n a l p l a y e r s l ike N G O s a n d d o n o r s w h o s e i n t e r v e n t i o n 
is t h r o u g h e f f e c t i v e l y s u p p o r t f o r c u l t u r e l - r e l a t e d ac t i v i t i es . O n t h e o n e h a n d , p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h 
b ig b e n e f a c t o r s is t h e m o s t v i a b l e w a y f o r t h e t h e a t e r m a k e r s t o m a t e r i a l i z e t h e i r p r o g r a m s . O n 
t h e o t h e r h a n d , w h e n f u n d i n g e v a p o r a t e s , d e p e n d e n c e o n s p o n s o r s h i p has p r o v e d t r o u b l e s o m e . 
F o r t u n a t e l y , as I o b s e r v e d , t h e g e n e s i s o f t h e t h e a t r e g r o u p s u n d e r s t u d y is i n v a r i a b l y se l f -
s u p p o r t i n g . A s it is, d e s p i t e t h e i m p e d i m e n t s t h e y h a v e o f t e n m e t s u c h as 'pub l i c d i s t r u s t o f t h e 
u n k n o w n * o r t h e m o r e t a n g i b l e p r o b l e m s l ike lack o f s tab le e c o n o m i c s u s t e n a n c e , t h e r e has 
b e e n n o s ign o f s t o p p i n g . T h e s e c u l t u r a l w o r k e r s h a v e i n v a r i a b l y c o m m i t t e d t h e m s e l v e s t o t h e 
p r o m o t i o n o f soc ia l c h a n g e in Sri L a n k a . 

4 . CONCLUSIONS 

So , w h a t is p e a c e ? " W e c o u l d ta l k o f p e a c e , w e c o u l d ta lk o f w a r , " sa id t h e T a m i l p o e t 
S i v a s e g a r a m , " T h o s e ta l k i ng o f p e a c e c o u l d p e a c e f u l l y sel l a r m s t o t h o s e w h o ta lk o f w a r . 1 8 " I 
sha l l c o n c l u d e b y s a y i n g t h a t p e a c e is y e t a n u n f i n i s h e d p r o j e c t in Sri L a n k a as b e m o a n e d b y 
t h e a b o v e q u o t e d p o e t . T h e c o u n t r y ' s l o n g - d r a w n - o u t w a r is r e p l e t e w i t h l a y e r s o f p r o b l e m s : 
po l i t i c i za t i on o f a l m o s t all a s p e c t s o f pub l i c l i fe, a d e t e r i o r a t i n g e c o n o m y , m i s t r u s t o f pub l i c 
i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d p e o p l e ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , f o r c e f u l m i l i t a r i z a t i o n o f s o c i e t y a n d t h e i n c r e a s i n g l y 
t a k e n - f o r - g r a n t e d a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s v i o l e n c e , t o say n o t h i n g o f t h e i n t e r v e n t i o n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p l a y e r s . A s s u c h , t h e c o m p l e x i t y o f t h e e t h n i c p r o b l e m has f o r c e d e a c h e t h n i c g r o u p i n con f l i c t 
t o g r a p p l e w i t h i d e n t i t y a n d , i n r e l a t i o n t o c u l t u r a l e x p r e s s i o n , w i t h p r e s e r v a t i o n o f e a c h 
e t h n i c t r a d i t i o n . T h i s is t o s a y t h a t w h e n t h e ta lk t u r n s t o cu l t u ra l a p p r o a c h o f p e a c e m a k i n g , 
it n e e d s t o t a k e i n t o a c c o u n t t h e poss ib le H o b b e s i a n f e a r e x p e r i e n c e d b y e a c h e t h n i c g r o u p t h a t 
p r e c l u d e s r e s t o r a t i o n o f r e l a t i o n s h i p s a c r o s s t h e d i v i d e . 

H o w e v e r , t h i s s t u d y has s h o w n t h a t i n th is w a r - t o r n c o u n t r y t h e r e a r e sti l l p e o p l e w h o a r e 
c o m m i t t e d t o f u r t h e r i n g t h e c a u s e f o r p e a c e t h r o u g h t h e i r a r t i s t i c p u r s u i t s so t h a t t h e f e a r o f 
e a c h o t h e r ' s d o m i n a n c e has s l o w l y d i m i n i s h e d . T h e s e a r e p e o p l e w h o p r o a c t i v e l y w o r k b y 
m a k i n g u s e o f a r t s a n d c u l t u r e t o c r e a t e e q u a l i t y f o r a l l , s u p p o r t c o - e x i s t e n c e a n d o p p o s e 
s u p p r e s s i o n a n d d e n i a l o f a n y e t h n i c g r o u p o f t h e i r r i g h t s . I n d e e d , t h e m a g n i t u d e o f o n e 
c u l t u r e ' s ar t is t ic p r o d u c t i v i t y has o f t e n d e p e n d e d o n t h e w a y s i n w h i c h a c o m m u n i t y r e f l e c t s 
o n a n d s o m e t i m e s r e f r a c t s f r o m t h e i r l i fe e x p e r i e n c e s ; a n d s u c h is s h o w n b y o u t s t a n d i n g 
p e r f o r m a n c e s o f p e o p l e o r g r o u p o f p e o p l e I m e t a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y p a r t i c i p a t e d in m y r e s e a r c h . 
H o p e s ex i s t s in t h e s e r e s p o n s i b l e m e m b e r s o f t h e c u l t u r a l m o v e m e n t s , f o r t h e y a r e c a p a b l e o f 
r e c o g n i z i n g a n d w o r k i n g t o o v e r c o m e p r e j u d i c e s ( b e t h e y r a c e , r e l i g i o n , c u l t u r e , a g e , g e n d e r , 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c s t a t u s , i n t e l l e c tua l ab i l i t y , p h y s i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s a n d i m p a i r m e n t s ) t h a t o f t e n 
h a m p e r bu i l d ing a g e n u i n e sp i r i t o f c i t i z e n s h i p a n d f e e l i n g . 

1 8 Quoted from S. Sivaegaram. (2004). Faces of War. In About Another Malter. Colombo: Dhesiya Kalai 
Ilakkiyap Peravai. 

I thank Prof. Siva for access not only to this treasured collection of poems which wittily sums up Sri 
Lankan political history, but also lo his exceptional insights into yet "other matters" in the world today. 
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A s l ong as s u c h c u l t u r a l m o v e m e n t s as p e o p l e ' s t h e a t r e f l o u r i s h e s in Sr i L a n k a , it w i l l 
h o p e f u l l y p r o v i d e b e t t e r g r o u n d s f o r c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h p e o p l e in w h o m t h e s e e d s o f soc ia l 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s , m u t u a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g , p e a c e , a n d r e c o n c i l i a t i o n m a y g r o w . H e r e w e see t h a t 
t h e e i g h t t h e a t r e m a k e r s , t o s a y t h e least , m a k e u p w h a t H a r d t a n d N e g r i cal l t h e "b iopo l i t i ca l 
p o w e r " o f t h e " m u l t i t u d e " t h a t p r o v i d e s s o u r c e s n e e d e d f o r d e m o c r a c y . T h e s e c u l t u r a l w o r k e r s 
a r e n o t j u s t a p a r t o f t h e n a t i o n , b u t t h e y a r e i ts c o n s c i e n c e . " N e v e r d o u b t t h a t a sma l l g r o u p o f 
t h o u g h t f u l , c o m m i t t e d c i t i z e n s c a n c h a n g e t h e w o r l d , " sa id M a r g a r e t M e a d , " I n d e e d , i t 's t h e 
o n l y t h i n g t h a t e v e r h a s " . 
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