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INTRODUCTION

When I looked over the compositions of the third
year students of the English Department IKIP Sanata
Dharma, I found out that the students tended to use com-
plete coordinations, without any use of ellipsis though
the use of elliPSis is possible and more common. - This,

‘ of course, results in unnatural coordinations, redundant
and Clumsy, They still find it difficult to use ellip-
sis in coordinate constructions. It is this fact which
encourages me to write a paper on "Ellipsis in Coordi -
nate Constructions and Its Learning Problems by Indone—
sian Students." - | m

The ideas in this thesis are arranged in a simple
way. The nature or characteristics of ellipsis in gen-
eral are dealt with in the first chapter. In the second

chapter we are concerned with "Coordination and Ellipsig"®
with subheadings as follows-

A. What is Coordination?

B. Coordinations Admissable of Ellipsis.
- C. Coordinators Allowing Ellipsis,

D, Characteristics of Ellipsis in Coordinations,

The third chapter treats of kinds of ellipsis in coordi-
nate constructions. In the next chapter, chapter IV, we
are concerned with "Problems of Ellipsis Found by Indo -
neslan Students in Learning English," And at the end of
this thesis I present my conclusion including some ways
to overcome the problems of ellipsis found by Indonesian
students in learning English

Finally I hope that this thesis Will be of much

1
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assistance to teachers of English in‘teaﬁhing ellipsis

in coordinate constructions tq Indonesian students,




CHAPTER I
NATURE OF ELLIPSIS

To‘understand clearly the nature of ellipsis, or

1n other words the characteristics of ellipsis, some ex-

amples of ellipsis will be a help.

| From what people have done, we can infer that
people always try to do, to achieve, or to finish any-
thing quickly. Also they always try to be more and more
comfortable in;their‘lives. Formerly there were no ve -
hicles such as motorbikes, cars, buses, and trains,
They Just walked or rode horses when they wanted to go
to gsome place, Now people have made motorbikes, cars,'
buses, alrplanes, and still many other kinds of modern
vehicles because they want to reach their destinations
more quickly and comfortably than before. Even now peo=-
ple have susceeded in inventing supersonic'jets. All
these facts undoubtedly prove that people never stop
trying to have a more comfortable way‘of living. There
are still many other‘evideoces that reveal the psycho -
logical urges above,

These psychological urges also appear in human

‘speech. In colloquial speech we often omit a lot of

words or parts of words provided that it does not cause

‘any inJury to the meaning of what we want to say. Since

language is a means of expression or communication, that
is to say, a means by which one communicates one! s feel-
ings, ideas, and desires, the omission of words or parts
of words must have something to do with psychologlcal

aspect. The following examples may serve as explana -

g el




tion:

- Dialogue
. Johnﬁ Where to?
Eaul:‘Swiﬁming‘pool. Will you come with me?
John: No,
Paﬁli Why not?
John: Too busy,

o Harso: Ngapa®?
Tomy : Belajar.
Harso: Apa?

Tomy : Inggris.

It is quite obvious that a lot of words in the dialogues
above have been droppéd or elliptéd. Yet the meaning
conveyed by each speaker is still 1ntelllg1b1e or clear,

Colloquial speech is certainly more direct or straight-

forward, ‘expressing only the important words in the mind,

‘of the speaker.

- Abbreviation

Abbréviation may also be regarded as involving
ellipsis, for the ellipted elemeﬁts can be supplied by
the reader or hearer. Abbreviations may be in the fofms
of: | o .

. Aéronyms
U.N.O. United Nations Organization
B.B.C. British Broadcasting Corporation
. N.Y. New York |
W.H.O. World Health Organization
etc,
« Shortenings

phone - telephone




exam ~ examination
photo - photograbh
flu ‘. - 1influenza

ete,

« Blends
paratroops - parachute troops
telecast ~ television broadcast
iﬁterpol - 1international police
newscast - news broadcast

Here are some other examples of omission of

words:

. John took a key out of his pocket, and (John) opened
‘the door. | .

. He will accept your proposal if (he is) properly ap-
proached, | | |

. You can (do the work), and (you) should do the work,

o« To err ié‘human, to forgive (is) divine,

. one (reason) or two reasons.

The words between brackets are the omitted or ellipted
words,

The omission of words or parts of words as ex-
emplified above is called ellipsis. It is then clear
that people use ellipsis with the purpose of communi -

cating their feelings, ideas, and desires gquickly, com-

fortably, and yet clearly.

Webster's New Practical Dictionary defines el-

lipsis as "The omission, from an expression, of a word

or words clearly implied in sense and essential only




to its grammatical completeness."l Randolph Quirk in

his book A Grammar of Contemporary English states

that ellipsis is not only the omission of a word or

words, but also that of ‘"parts of lexical items"2 or

words.
« He did it ‘cause he wanted to.

He says that the apostrophe points to an ellipsis., 1In

his book Historical Outlines of English Syntax, Leon

Kellner defines ellipsis as "a kind of compensation
for the slowness of speech, a kind of economy in the

use of linguistic elements."3 ‘ |

From the examples and definitions above, we can
see a fairly compiete description 6f the ﬁature or chér—
acteristics of ellipsis:

- Ellipsis is the omission of one or more‘words, or of
parts‘of words.,

- The ellipted elements can easily be éupplied by the

reader or hearer through linguistic or situational

context,
- Ellipsis arises from one's needs to:
« avoid unnecessary repetition, or in other words,

to avoid being redundant.

. avoid being pedantic, ‘
. follow the rapid flow of thought, or communicate

quickly one's feelings, ideas, and desires.

1Webster 's New Practical Dictionary (Springfield,

26th impression, London, 1976, pp. 548-549,
3London, 1924, p. 20.
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« focus the hearer's or reader's attention what one

says or writes,

« avoid boring the hearer or reader.

- Thus, ellipsis is the omission of words or of

parts of words which the hearer or réader may supply.

!




CHAPTER II
COORDINATION AND ELLIPSIS

| We'havé‘already‘seen‘the nature of ellipsis in
general in chapter I. Now in this'chapter, we are con-
cerned with "Coordination and Ellipsis'" which will be
treated under four headings:

'A. What is Coordination?

B, Coordinations Admissible of Ellipsis.

C. Coordinators Allowing Ellipsis. -

D. Characteristics of Ellipsis in Coordinations.

4, Wﬁat is Coordination?

Coordination is a syntactic construction in which

there are two or more members connected by a coordi-

nator, one to‘another. The members may be words,
phrases, clauses;léentences, or'even paragraphs. And
we regard three conjunctions as coordinators: and,
or and but. |

| There are some other conjunctions resembling co-

ordinators: the conjunction for; conjunctive adverbs

yet, so, then, furthermore, however, moreover, while, .-

etc.; and correlative conjunctions: both ... and,

either ... or, neither ... nor, and not only ... but

(also). They resemble coordinators especially in

that they connect members of equal value. And yet -

they cannot be classed as pure coordinators, for'they

do not have essential characteristics which\exist in
pure coordinators like and, or and but. The essen-

tial characteristics of pure coordinators are:

. A pure coordinator connects members of equal value.

. A pure coordinator allows ellipsis, including el-

8
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lipsis of subject,
o A pure coordinator cannot be preceded by another

conjunction.

Coordinations Admissible of Ellipsis

It is quite clear that ellipsis never happens in
coordinations whose members contain only one word.
And also it is logically impossible for ellipsis to
take place in coordinations of sentences or of paré-
graphs, To be clearer, ellipsis must not take place
in one sentence or paragraph with the realized ele-
ments in the other sentence or paragraph because e-
very sentence or paragraph has its own full meaning,

or stands by itself, The only coordinations admis-

sible of ellipsis are those of phrases and of clauses,

Ellipsis in phrase coordinations and‘that in clause
coordinations will be discussed in detail in chapter
III.

Coordinators Allowing Ellipsis

Since there are only fwo kinds of coofdinations
which are admissible of ellipsis, namely, phrase co-
ordinations and clause coordinations, we will see
first what coordinators allow ellipsis in phrase co-
ordinations, and then what coordinators allow ellip-

sis in clause coordinations.

1, Coordinators allowing ellipsis in phrase coordi-
‘nations
The coordinators and, or and.ggg can be used
to link phrases.
. and:

John and Mary
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that boy and that girl

by day and by night

or:

John or Mary

that boy or that girl
by day or by hight
but:

The coordinator "but" commonly occurs be-

tween adjectives or adverbs.

- very stupid but very diligent

véry poor but very honest .

very quickly but véry carefully

Correlative conjunctions can also be used to
link phrases. |
o both ... and:
both John and Mary
both thét boy and that girl

both at the beginning and at the end

« €ither ... or:
either John or Mary
either that boy or that girl

either on Sunday or on Monday

o neither ... nor:
neither John nor Mary
neither that boy nor that girl
neither on my desk nor on yours
. hot on1§ ese but also:
not only John but also Mary
not only the mother but also the children

not only without food but also without drink
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Even though the correlative conjunctions can be used to
link phrases, they cannot be classed as pure coordiﬁa—
tors. The reason is that the first parts of the cor -
relative conjunctions can be preceded by another con-
junction,” Calet |
Since beth John and Mary were absent, nothing could
be doﬁe.

Since neither‘John nor Paul can do this work, I must

do it myself.

Since either John or Bob is visiting me this after -

noon, I must stay at home then.,

Since not only John but also his sisters are visiting

me this evening, I must prepare some food and drink

for dinner.

Conjunctive adverbs except "yet" cannot be used
to link phrases. The conjunctive adverb “tyet" is re -
stricted to the linking of adjectives or adverbs:

He is very. poor yet very happy.
He did it very quickly yet very carefully.

Though the conjunctive adverb "yet!" can be used to link
phrases, and can be used in place of 'but," it cannot
be classed as a pﬁre coordinato, ‘The objection to it
being cléssed as a pure coordinator is the same as that
to the correlative conjunctions, that is to say, if can

also be preceded by another conjunction, e.g.:

He is very poor and yet very happy.

qNote that one of the characteristics of pure co-
ordinators is that pure coordinators cannot be pre-
ceded by another conjunction. We must not say: He is
very poor and but very happy. ‘
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He'did it very qiiickly and yet very carefully.

The conjunction "for" cannot be used to link
phrases. ‘Thus in view of phrase coordination, it can-

not be'ciassed as a pure coordinator eiﬁher.

The word "mot" in
'« I 1like you not him
looks like a coordinator in that it connects two mem-
bers of equal value,.,. But the fact that it can be pre-
ceded by another conjunction excludes it from being
classed as a coordinator:

« I like you but not him,

Quirk regards "not" of this kind as a negative proform
for the subject and part of the predicate.5
¢ I like you but I do not like him.

Now then, what coordinators allow ellipsis in

phrase coordinations? The coordinators and, or and but

allow ellipsis in phrase coordinations:
« small and big houseé
is elliptical for
small houses and big houses
« people from America and from Japan
is elliptical for |
people from America and people from Japan
« in New York and Washington
is elliptical for
in New York and in Washington

o that boy or girl

5A Grammar of Contemporary English, 6th impression
(Londoti, 1976), p. 698. '

o



is elliptical for
that boy or that girl
. one or‘two stories
is elliptical for | :
| one Btory or two stories
. my father or uncle
is elliptical for
my father or my uncle
. eager but afraid to do it
is elliptical for

eager to do it but afraid to do it.

On the contrary, the ccrrelativg conjunctions do
not allow ellipsis because they arebby nature emotive
and emphatic as well, And one of the many ways to give
emphasis is by repetition. And it is repetition that
is required by the correlative conjunctions., What is
meant by repetition here is the saying or stating again
of something in common found in the members connected
by the correlative conjunctiong., The following example
may clarify this fact:

Now; brethren, if I come unto you speaking with
tongues, what shall I profit you, except I shall
speak to you either by revelation, or B¥ knowledge,
or by prophesying, or by déctrine?-- 1 Cor. xiv. 6.
The latter part of this sentence would sound
very feeble in comparison if it stood thus: "Except

I shall speak to you by revelaﬂion, knowledge, proph-
esying, or doctrine.”6 \

It is clear then, that by using the correlative con -

junction either ... or and by repeating the preposition

by, the meaning expressed is more emphatic or striking,

Thus the preposition by is not to be omitted, but it is

6s.¢, Nesfield, Aids to the Study and Composition
of Englisk (London, 1960), p. 198.
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to be repéated s for, in this case, 1t is needed by the

nature of the correlative conjunction either ... or.

This fact is also congruent with Campbell's sug-
gestion which says that the parts or members connected
by a correlative conjunction must balance.each other.7
To clarify this, he gives an example as follows:

We should not say
« I have food neither for myself nor my horse
We must put it
. | neither for myself
« I have food < ‘ ——_
Nnor for my horse
or
| neither myself

. I have room for 7~
\\\nor my horse

Porter G, Perrin in his book An Index to English

éléo states the same princible. He says that when a
éorrelative conjunction is used, the elements connected
by the correlative conjunctioh not only shouid be of the
same value but also should have the same word order.8
For example:

. They can be had not only in the usual sizes but al-

so in the outsizes.

Similarly, F.J. Rowe and W.T. Webb say as fol -
lows: ‘

It is plain that ‘'He has not only made a com-
petence but a fortune' should be ‘'He has made
not only a coupetence but a fortune,' since
not only qualifies 'a competence' and not
"made.' On the other hand, 'He has not only
made a competence but accumulated a fortune!

7R.R. Campbell, English Composition for Foreign
Students, 10th impression (London, 1961), pp. 20-21.

Glenview, 1965, p. 131.
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is correct, because not only no longer quali-
fies 'a competence' but 'made.'9 ‘

They further present some other examples:
Incorréct; He both offended him‘and his brother,
Correct : He offénded both him and his brother.
Incorrect: Exercise is good both for body and mind.
Exercise is good for both body and mind.
Correct :/ ‘

\Exercise is good both for body and for

mind,

. Thus correlative conjunctions are not admis-
sible of ellipsis. Nevertheless, some speakers some-

times deviate from this rule, especially with the cor-

relative conjunctions egither .., or and both ... and,
€ege |

« either 6n Friday or Saturday

. both yoﬁr father and uncle

. both for you and your father

Perhaps this is caused by the influence of the coordi-
nators or and and which are admissible of ellipéis.
But to stick to the rule, or rather to the nature of
correlative conjunctions, we should say:

. either on Friday or on Saturday

» both your father and your uncle

. both for you and for your father

The cinjunctive adverb "yet" is also admissible
of ellipsis, as in:
. eager (to do it) yet afraid to do it.
Admissible of ellipsis though it is? it cannot be

classed as a pure coordinator, since it can be preceded

94 Guide to the Study of English (London, 1954),
PP [ ] 322"323 *
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by another conjunction. (See page 11).

Ve, therefbre, in discussing ellipsis in phrase
coordinations which will be discussed in detail in the
next . chapter, ﬁill‘be concerned only with the three
conjunctions and, or and but which can be really re - ‘

garded as coordinators.

2., Coordinators allowing eilipsis in clause cqordinations
Besides linking phrasés, the coordinators ggg;

or, and but can also link clauses. As clause linkers,
they are also admissible of ellipsis. The following ' ‘

are some examplés of ellipsis of subject:

. John went to the door, and (John) opened it with a ‘

key. | !

.‘Perhaps he is willing to help you, but (he) hasn't

told me about if. |
. I may see you tomorrow, or (I) may phone later in |

the day . ' - (

This kind of ellipsis may happen‘when the subject of j
‘the clause introduced by the coordinator,is co-ref-
erential with that of the preceding 1inked clause. This
is not true for the correlative conjunctions; and most
conjunctive adverbs. Nor is this trge for for.

With the éorrelative conjunctions, there is no 1
ellipsis in the strict sense, since ellipted elements
cannot be supplied. This is true so long as wé stick
to the nature of correlative conjunctions. Being re-
quired by the nature of correlative conjunctions,.the i
members connected by a correlative conjunction must bal- T~

ance each other, e.g.

-

i
‘ , ; |
. John not only visited Mary but also visited Bob. _
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We should not say
'+ John not only visited Mary but also Bob. (with the

verbal predicate ellipted).

This' principle is also approved of by handbooks of
rhetoric., Francis says that handbooks of rhetoric dis-

1

approve of the following structures, though they are
common in speech and writing:lo

a., He not only came to town but to my house.

b, I either must seil my car or my furniture,
These méy be treated as elliptical structures:

a. He not only came to town but (came) to my house.
b, I either'must sell my car or (must sell) my furni-

ture,

Thus‘handbooks of rhetoric also suggest that the struc-
tures without ellipsis should be used, since the mem-
bers after‘the first and second parts of the correla-
tive conjunctions'must balance each othér.‘
| It is also necessary to note that the structure

. He not only camne to town but came to my house
should not be régarded as having ellipsis‘of subject:

. He not only came to town but (he) came tolmy house.
because in fact we have nothing elliptéd in

. He not uhly came to town but came to my house,
If we add "he" after the second part of the correlative
conjunction, we must change the structure into:

« Not only did he come to town but he came to my house

To make the meaning expressed more emphatic, also iz

10y, Nelson Francis, The Structure of American
English . (New York, 1958), pp. 365-366.
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added:
« Not only did hé come to town but he also came to my
house. |
- With the corrélative conjunctions, some kind of
ellipsis, though cannot be supplied, is felt, because
sentences using the éorrelative conjunctions aré equi~-
valent to those using coordinators. The sentences |
. dohn both phoned Mary and wrote her a letter
. 1 either must seli my car or must sell my furniture
. He neither visited me nor visited Bob
. John not only phoned Mary but also wrote her a 1let-
ter '
are respectively equivalent to: |
. John phoned Mary and (John) wrote her a letter
« I must séll ny car or (I) must‘sell my furniture
. He did not visit me and (he) did not visit Bob

« dJohn phohed Mary and (John) wrote her a letter

The non correlatives nor and neither never allow
ellipsis of subject, for they must be followed by fhe
inversion of subject and predicate, e.g.
| neither

« She did not visit John,r//
' nor

},did she visit me.
In addition, the non correlative conjunctions nor and
neither can be preceded by another conjunction:

neither

. She did not visit John, and” }-did she
N nor

visit me.
The conjunctive adverbs yet, so and then may al-
low ellipsis of subject, as in:
. He studied hard, yet failed in the examination

+ John was hungry, so went straight to the restaurant.
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e She borfowed‘a pen from me, then wrote a letter,
Though yet, 50, and then allow ellipsis as the coordi-
nators do, they cannot be c1assed as coordinétors, since
they can‘bo preceded by another‘conjunction:

« He studied hard, and yet he failed in the examina-

tion.

Q'John was hungry, and so he went straight to the res-

taurant

. She borrowed a pen from me, and then she wrote a let-

ter,

The conjunction for does not allow ellipsis of

subject., So it cannot be classed as a pure coordinator.

We should not say: |
. He did not come, for was sick.

but we should say:

. He did not come, for he was sick,

It is worth noting that as well as cannot be

classed as a pure coordinator either, thoﬁgh it ié some~
times used as a substitute for and, e.g.
. He lent me his bike and gave me money.

. He lent me his bike as well as gave me money.

But at other times, it behaves like a preposition, as in

. As well as giving me money, he lent me his bike.

When in subject position, it does not bring about
plural concord. This feature differentiates as well as

from and, e.g.

you
. John as well as { Paul is guilty.
. .his brothers

but
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you

-« dJohn and { Paul }are guilty;
his brothers

In constructions using as well as in subject position,

the ﬁerb agrees with the first noun phrase as in the

example above. Thus, as well as, in this respect, re-

sembles prepositions such as with and in addition to

rathér than the coordinator and., It is obvious that

as well as cannot be classed as a coordinatot.

We therefore in discussing ellipsis in clause
coordinations will be concerned only with the coordi-

nators and, or and but.

Characteristics of Eliipsis in Coordinations

Characterisitics of ellipsis in general have

been dealt with in chapter I. Now we are going to dis-

cuss characteristics of ellipsis in coordinate construc-

tions.

In each of the follbwing sentences the members
connected by the coordinator are complete:
a, He has cars and buses.
b. He has built several houses in Jakarta and in Suré-

baya..

c. Paul is reading a magazine, and Mary is writing a

letter.

As described in the examples above, we see that two
words, both nouns of equal value, are joined (a); two
phrases, both adverbs of place, of equal value, are
joined (b), and two clauses, both independent clauses,

of equal vélue, are joined (c).

The members in coordinate constructions, however,
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are not always thus complete as those in the examples
‘abbve. When the members in coordination have something
in common, we naturally tend to use contraction or el-
lipsis, e.g. |

- Clauses:

Complete:

5ohn is studying and Paul is studying.

Contracted:

John and Paul are étudying.

Complete:

‘John walked to the.door and opened it.‘

Ellipted (subject):

John walked to the door and opened it,

Phrases: |

éomplete:

He‘has built several'houses in Jakarta and in Suraba-
ya. _
Ellipted (preposition):

He has built several houses in Jakarta and Surabaya,

Complete:

Shall we get off at the crossroads or at the post of-

fice?
tllipted (preposition):

Shall we get off at the crossroads or the post of-

ficertl

This is so, because in us there is a natural tendency.

(London, 1972), Dp.l.

llD.H. Spencer, knglish Conversation Practice
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to be thrifty in the use of time and effort.

It is necessary to note that ellipsis does not

occur in
; John and Paul are studying.
~ though tne sentence conveys fhe semantic implication of
. John is studying and Paul is studying.
The reason is that, as a matter of fact, 'John and Paul!
is the compound or plural subject of the Sentence. And
being the compound subject, analogeus to the boys or the
personal pronoun they, 'John and Paul' requires plural
concord of its verb: |

John and Paul

The boys are studying.
They

Thus there is no ellipsis in

o John and Paul are studying.
We cannot insert tne verb phrase after John, for it re-
sults in wrong number.concord. John, being a singular
subject, must never be followed by a plural verb. We
must not say:

. John are studying and Paul are studying.
This fact proves that no ellipsis occurs in

o John and Paul are studying.

In his book B Grammar of Contemporary English,

Quirk also states that

When two or more phrases are coordinated, we
shall not regard such coordination as involving
clausal coordination with ellipsis of all oth-

er constituents, even if in some cases the re-
sultant sentence is semantically equivalent un-
der some interpretations. This is because be-
yond a certain point it becomes more economical
to discuss coordination in terms of what elements
are realized rather than what elements are mis-
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sing.12 For example, in

- You and your Hrother can watch television now
the coordinated phrése "You and your brother" is not
‘considered elliptical, despite the equivalence of
. You can watch television now and your brother can
~watch television now. |
Such coordination‘is regarded here as phrasal coordina-
tion, Withiﬁ phrasal coordination, however, there can
be ellipsis, for example of a determiner:

. He telephoned his wife and (his) child.

Similarly, Quirk further states that
We have found it convenient to suggest that
there is ellipsis of the rest of the clause
when the verb phrases or parts of them - the
auxiliaries or the lexical verb - are directly
linked, When other phrases are directly con-
Joined by and and or, we shall not attempt to
posit ellipsis of the rest of the clause,
though there may be ellipsis within the
phrases.1l3 For example,
. Peter and John played football
is not regarded as elliptical for
. Peter played football and John played football
though of course in at least one interpretation, "Peter
and John played football" is synonymous with ""Peter
played football and John played football," and "Peter

played football and John played football' then conveys

the semantic implication of "Peter and John played foot-

ball." Instead we regard Petgg and John as a coordi-

nated plural phrase functiontng as subject of the sen-

tence,.analogbus to the boys or the proform they. This

type of coordination is phrasal cocordination,

L20uirk, p. 569.
LPouirk, p. 594,
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In the examples above, ellipsis dccurs in the
second of the two coordinate members, When linking a
series of things in coordination, we may have identical
items ellipted in all members but the first:

. They could describe an entértainment with accuracy,
(they'could) relate an anecdote with humour, and
(they could) laugh at their acquaintance with spie-
it,

. if is certainly not only in England that people eat
food from tinms, (from) packets, (from) frozen bags.15

« Your mother, (your) sister, and (your) brother

Note that when linking a series of things in coordina-
tion, we usually use an explicit coordinator between
the last two, and use a comma after each of the pre -
ceding items (see the first and the third examples a-
bove), or, sometimes, there is no explicit coordinator
at 511, but, instead, we use a comma (see the second
example),
| The realiied element is usually in the first
member of the coordination (see examples above); But
occasionally the realized element is in the last member
of the coordination:

. John may (help me), and Paul certainly will, help me

. 01d (men), young (men), poor (men), rich (men), tall

(men), short (men), stupidv(men), clever men have a

right to be treated justly.

. Bob is (attending the meeting this evening), John

45ane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (London, 1967),
P 40,

1
15"Food for thought," Modern English, XIII (Spring
1974), 25. ‘ ‘
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will be (attending the meeting this evening), and

Mary might be, attending the meeting this evening.

There may be more than one point ellipted:
. John‘was puhished by the teacher yestérday, and
(John) will be (punished) if he disobeys him,

Thg subject can be ellipted if it is present as a real-
ized element in the first clause.

| Ellipsis so far described is called simple el-
lipsis.

'Ellipsis may occur in every member of the coor~
dination. This can happen when the element ellipted in
the first member is realized in the last one, and that

ellipted in the last member is realized in the first.

Ellipsis of this kind is called complex ellipsis, e.g.
. Thekbooks (on the shelf) and (the) magazines on the
shelf,
. He can (buy a car), and (he) certainly will, buy a
car.
. John loves (Mary), (John) admires (Mary), and (John)

often visits, Mary.

In the last example, the middle member shares the el-

lipsis of both the first and the last members.

‘ o
@,, N . HERt:
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CHAPTER IIIX

ELLIPSIS IN COORDINATE CONSTRUCTION

Since there are two kinds of coordinations which
are admissible of ellipsis - phrase coordinations and
clause coordinations -, we will discuss, first, ellip-

sis in phrase coordinations, and then ellipsis in clause

coordinations,

A. Ellipsis in Phrase Coordinations
‘Phrases in coordinations may be in the forms of
noun phrases,‘infiniti#e phrases, participle phrases,
gerund phrases, preposition phrases, édjective

phrases, and adverb phrases,

1, Ellipsis within noun phrase coordinations
‘a. Ellipsis of head
There may be ellipsis of the head within a

noun phrase. The foilowing exémples

« foolish and intelligent people

« rich and poor people

. smail and big houses
are respectively ellipfical for

. foolish people and intelligent people

. rich peoplé and poor people

. small‘houses and big houses
with the head ellipted in the first member.
We cannot say of people who are both foolish
and intelligent, or both rich and poor. Nor
can we say of houses which are both small and
big. Hence in

« foolish and intelligent people

26
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« rich and poor pebple
« small and big houses
we have conjoined noun phrases with ellipsis of the head
in the first member, On the other hand we have no el -
- lipsis when adjectives are conjoined, as in
. The manager likes honest and industrious workers
Here thé‘same workers are both honest and industrious.
Certainly it is unlikely for a manager to like workers
that are honest but lézy, or industrious but dishonest;
We can.also have conjoined adjectives with the coordi-
nator but, e.g. |
. Industrious but dishonest workers will never find

favour in their manager's eyes

There must not be any article between conjoined modi-
fiers, Othefwise\ellipsis of the head occurs. There is
no ellipsis of the head in

. a bléck and white dog - one dog that is partly black

and partly white

But when an article is inserted-between two modifiers,
ellipsis of the head does_happen:

. a black and a’white dog - two dogs, one black and

the ofher white
Thus there is ellipsis of the head in the first member,
With appositional coordinations, there is no el-

lipsis of the head either:

» Stupid or foolish men will never accomplish enter -

prise such as this,

The adjective foolish is the synonym of stupid, func -
‘tioning only as an apposition. Hende no differentia-

tion of the type of men is involved, and it also means
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no ellipsis occurs. On the other hand there is ellip-
sis when differentiation of the type of men is involved,

as in

o Stupid (men) or intelligeht men may do abominable

things such as this.

It is impossible that men are both stupid and intel -

ligent., But some men are said to be stupid, and some

are said to be intelligent.

Here are some other exampleé of ellipsis of the
head, but with'modifiers other than adjectives:
. Chfistmas (holidays) and summer holidays
. people from America and (people) from Japan
. three‘(times) or four times
. one (story) or two stbries
. a step or twb (steps)
Note that the ellipted head need not have the same‘numu
ber as the realized head. (See the last two examples).
Sometimes ellipsis occurs in Both members:
« The differende between the tax on eafned (incomne)
and (the tax) on unearned income is enormous.16
In tﬁe first member the head of the noun phrase in the
postmodifying preposition phrase is ellipted, while in
the second member the head of the whole noun phrase is
ellipted. |
We may also have conjmined modifiers other than
adjectives, e.g. |

. The bus for the Houses of Parliament and (for)

160uirk, p. 599.
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Westmenster Abbey will soon be here.l7

In this case if the same bus, considering the closeness

of these‘places, goes to both of the places, there is
no ellipsis of the bus in the second member. Thus the

modifiers for the Houses of‘Parliament and (for) West-

menster Abbey refer or characterize the same bus.

We may have several interpretations wheh we use

a plural iﬁ the noun phrase: |

. the books on this table and on that table
If there is only one book on each table, there is no
ellipsis in the second member, The coordination above
is equivalent to

.‘the book on this table and the book on that table
If there is‘more than one book on each table, there is
eliipsis, and the coordination is therefore equivalent
tO ,’ .

. the books on this table and the books on that table
The coordination

. the books on this table and on that table
could also represent further possibilities:

. the books on this table and the book on that table

. the book on this table and the books on that table
Simiiarly, the construction

. the bills for gas and (for) electricity18
can also be interpreted as |

. the bills for gas and ((the bills) for) electricity

. the bills for gas and the bill for electricity

. the bill for gas and the bills for electricity

l?Quirk, p. 600
nguirk, p. 601
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. the bill for gas and the bill for electricity
One further interpretation is‘possible, that is, the
bills with combined accounts‘for gas and electficity.
The same coﬁpany may supply both gas‘and electricity,

and put both accounts on the same bill, Thus no ellip-

sis is involved.

‘When demonstratives are linked with each other
or with cher determinerd in a noun phrase, ellipsis‘of
the'head of the noun phrase appears to happen:

. this (car) and that car
. theSe (girls) and those girls
. these (students) and other students
As a matter.of fact the first demonstrative is the S0

called demonstrative pronoun, that is to‘say, the de-

monstrative which is used as a substitute or as a pro-
form for a noun phrase. Considering this fact, it is
reasonable for us to say that there is an objection to

regarding the exampleé above as having ellipsis in the

first member,

Some possessives may allow ellipsis of head, but
some other may not. In the following examples, the pos-
sessives my and her allow ellipsis:

. my (friends) and your friends

" . her (friends) and my friends

Possessives of this kind are usually called possessive
adjectives, But there is no ellipsis in

« your friends and mine

. By friends and hers |
since we may not sﬁpply a head after mine and hers,
Possessives of this kind are usually called possessive

pronouns, meaning to say that they are used as substi-
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tutes for noun phrases. Thus they are pro-forms,

But when the possessive his is used, it may be re-
garded as allowing ellipsis or as a pro-form:

« My sister and his are teachers

If the possessive his is regarded as a possessive
adjective, ellipsis of the head (sieter) does occur
efter ggg. Thus the sentence is elliptical for

. My sister and his sister are teachers
But if the possessive his is regarded as a possessive
pronoun; no ellipsisfoccurs after his. In this case,
his is a proform. This is'alsO‘ﬁhe case with nouns
in the genetive case, such as John's’ Tom's, etc,,
for they can do the work of a possessive adjective
and of a possessive pronouns;

+ My sister and John's are teachers
may be regarded as having ellipsis of the head sister:
« My sister and John's sister are teaehers
or as not having ellipsis. When regarded as having

ellipsis of the head sister, John's does the‘werk of

a possessive adjective, and when regarded as not
having ellipsie of the head sister, John's,then, does
the work of a possessive pronoun,

Occasionally, when an adjective is present, the
head\of the noun phrase is ellipted in the second
member:

. 01ld men and young (men)

. one poem or two (poems)

b. Ellipsis of modifier

There may also be ellipsis of the modifier within

a noun phrase. In
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. The next one is selling second-hand shirts and

trousers.19

the noun phrase coordination second-hand shirts and

trousers may be regarded as elliptical for second -

hand shirts and second-~hand trousers, since modifi -~

cation may apply‘to more than one head, But the fact
'that we can also coordinate two noun phrases, only oﬁe
of which is premocdified, makes ambiguity possible:

. He bought beautiful houses
and

. He bought cars
may be linked as follows:‘

« He bought Beautiful houses and car;
Thus when one reads -

. He bopght beautiful houses and cars
one may inter?ret it either
.+ He bought‘beautiful houses and beautiful cars
or |
ve He bought beaﬁtiful houses and cars (without ellip -~

sis of modifier in the second member).

There is some suggestion, however, that when the pre -
modifier occurs in the first member,‘it_also applies to

_ the other heads in the coordination., Thus the usual in-

terpretation of
. He bought beautiful houses and cars
is
. He bought beautiful houses and beautiful cars

To avdid ambiguity, reordering or introducing separate

19“Get Your Bananas Here,'" Modern English, XIII
(No. 7, 1974), 4, col. 1.
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determiners is necessary:
. He bought cars and beautiful houses

. He bought some beautiful houses and some cars

The following examples illustratekcoordination

with ellipted modifier:

1) Determiner
a) Article
. a boy and (a) girl
. the man'and (the) woman
Ellipsis of article can be combined with ellipsis
of anbther modifier:
. the young boy or (the young) girl
. ;.. the problems (of their southern neighbours)
and (the) needs of their southe;n neighbours.ao
When premodifiers are preseﬁt, it can also cooc-
cur with ellipsis of the head of the‘noun vhrase
in thé first member:
. the civii‘(leadefs) and (the) religious leaders
o the lazy (students) and (the) industrious stu-
dents
If there is a series of noun phrases, the middle
noun phrase(s) may share the ellipsis occurring
in the first noun phrase and that in the last one,
eefe
. the c¢civil (leaders), (the) military (leaders),
and (the) religious leaders;al

It is to be noted that if the noun phrase in the

2ORobert J. Alexander, Latin America, ed., Kenneth
M. Gould (New York, 1967), p. 8.

2l1pid., p. 25.
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first member has a determiner and' premodifier, and

we wish to ellipt the premodifier in subsequent
members, we have to ellipt the determiner with it:
'« & young boy or (a young) girl

. the‘old man and (the old) woman

To prevent the_premodifier applying to subseQuent
members, we have to place thé prémodified noun
phrase last:

.‘a girl or a yoﬁng boy

« the woman and the old man

b) Possessive

o ees its literature, (its) art, and (its) mu -

Sic s 9 022

. Tom's magazines and (Tom's) notebooks

« My success or (my) failure I

c) Demonstrative
. that boy and (that) girl
.+ these boys or (these) girls

o this book or (this) magazine

d) Other determiners
. some boys and (some) girls
. every man and (every) woman

. other boys or (other) girls

2) Preposition phrase
. boys (of fifteen) and girls of fifteen

-« the book (on the table) and (the) magazine on the.
table

22K enneth M. Gould, ed. The Soviet Union (New York,
1967), pe 104.

25F.J. Rowe and W.T. Webb, A Guide to the Study of
English (London, 1954), p. 240.
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3) Infinitive
. the boy (to be interviewed) and (the) girl to be
interviewed

. & book. (to read) or (a) magazine to read

4) Participle
. the crying boys and (the crying) girls
'« the men (working at the bank) and (the) women
working at the bank

. the wounded‘meh and (the wounded) women

5) Relative Clause
. men (who are lazy) and women who are lazy
. the boys (who came here yesterday) and (the) girls

who came here yesterday

As exemplified above,.we see that a postmodifier
cam likewise be ellipted, but it must be realized in
thé last member, and ellipted in previous members,
And if:a determiner is present in the first member,
it can either be ellipted or retained in subsequent
members. Even if the determinérs differ, ellipsis
can take place:

. many cows (grazing in the field) and some goats
grazing in the field |

This is evidently not the case with premodifiers. We

‘cannot regard:
. many young boys and some girls
as elliptical for

. many young boys and some young girls

To prevent the postmodifier applying to previous mem-
bers, the postmodified member must be placed first::

. the girls who came here yesterday and the boys
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. the women working at the bank énd the men
We can also construe ellipsis of premodifier
and postmodifier. For example, in plaée of
- » young men who can speak English and young women

who can speak English

we can have ellipsis of the postmodifier alone, as

in
. young men (who can speak English) and young wom-
en who can spéak English
or ellipsis of both premodifier and postmodifier,
as in |
. young men (who can speak English) and (young)
women who cah speak English |
Note that one may interpret these two form$ as full
or elliptical forms. But by reversing the order of
the members, we can get rid of the elliptical in-
terpretation:
. young women who can SPeak English and young men
and |

. women who can speak English and young men

2. Ellipsis in Preposition Phrase Coordinations

To determine whether or not we have preposition
phrases, the following conditions have to be taken
into account,

The fact that a preposition following a verb may
be regarded as part of the verb or as introducing a
phrase brings about difficulty in determining whether
or not we have a preposition phrase. It is, there -
fore, necessary to know when é preposition following

a verb is regarded as part of the verb, and when as
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introducing a phrase.

That a preposition following a verb constitutes
part of the verb can be seen from the fact that it can-
not be sepaféted‘from the verb when the verb is turned
ihto passive: ‘

. John called in a doctor to treat Mary for her ill-
'ness. (active)

« A doctor was called in to treat Mary for her illness

(paséive).

Here, the‘preposition in clings to the verb in the pas-

sive voice as in the active, ‘Again, that the preposi-

tion 13 is united to the verb can also be seen from the

fact that it does not govern the verﬁ éd treét coming

immediately after it. Certainly, it is quite plain

from‘the.meaning that the whole verb is not to call, but

to call in, meaning to invite or‘fo summon, We, there-~
fore, in the example above, have no preposition phrase
with in as an introductory prepositioh,l This test of
course does not apply to intransitive verbs.

A better test to detérmine whether or nbt a pre-
position which follows a verb constitutes part of thé
verb is a single-word-verb substitution method, that is
to say, when semantic unity\in a phrase verb can be man-
ifested by substitution with a single-word Verb, the
ﬁpreposition‘foliowing the verb constitutes part of the

Verb, Celo

+ to take after to resemble

« to laugh at to redicule

. to cry up - to praise-
etc,

On the other hand when a prepositicn following a verd
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does not constitute part of the verb, it is then used
as an introductory preposition - introducing a phrase.
The following are some examples of ellipsis in preposi-

tion phrase coordinations:

a. By conguest or (by) diplomacy, both the tsarist and

Soviet regimes have expanded Russian territo -

ries ...2%

be Shall we get off at the-cross-roads or (at) the
post office?25 |

Ce Every day peoprle leave things on buses, (on) planes
26 o

and (on) trains.

d. We have the right-to choose our own religion with-

out approval (by the government) or (without) dis-

approval by the government.27

e. She's very little, about three (years old) or (a -
a.28

bout)'four years ol

f. Western Europe was vitally affected by events in

Russia during (World War'I) and after World War I.29

g. He spoke for the first (motion) and against the

second motion,>°

h. He climbed up (the wall) and over the‘wall.31

24Rowé, P. 126,
25Spencer, Pe L.

2®nLost and found," Modern English, -XIII (No. 1
1974), 11, col, 3.

27Harris G. Warren et al., Qur Democracy at Work
(Englewood Cliffs, 1963), p. 29. ‘

28“Adventures on a double-decker," Modern English
XIII (No., 10, 1974), 6, col, 2. '

29Louis L. Snyder, Western Europe, ed. Kenneth M,
Gould (New York, 1967), p. 120. |

3OQuirk, p. 608.
3lQuirk, r. 608,

2
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Some things to be noted here are the facts that when
the prepositions are identical, those subsequent to

the first can be ellipted (See examples a -~ e). On the
other hand there is no ellipsis of preposition in the
last three examples (f - h), since fhe prepositions are
not identical. Secondly, when the parts following the
ﬁrepositions in the coordination are identical, all of
them but oné can be ellipted. The realized element can
be either in the first or in the last member. Thus the
examples f and h respectively have the alternatives:

; Western Europe was vitally affected by events in

Russia during World War I and after.(World War 1).

. He climbed up the wall and over (the wall),

Ellipsis in Infinitive Phrase Coordinations
The infinitive may occur either with or without

an infinitive marker to. The infinitive without to is

called the plain infinitive; wlile that with to is

khown as the infinitive with to, We may therefore have

infinitive phrases either with |a plain infinitive or
with an infinitive with to as an introductory infini -
tive, Heré are some examples 0f ellipsis in infinitive

!
phrase coordinations with:

a2, plain infinitive

o« I'1]l make the mechanic repair (the car) and re-

paint the car.

. I‘have never known Mary buy (such an obscene book)

or read such an obscene book,

b. infinitive with to

. I want you to wash‘(the clothes) and (to) iron the
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clothes,

« Our freedom of speech .., does not allow us to ut-

ter obscenities,(about someone else) or to tell

_untruth about someone‘else.32

Note that in an infinitive phrase coordination with an

infinitive with to as an introductory infinitive in

each member, the infinitive marker to in subsequent
members éan‘be éllipted (See the fifst example in group

b).

b Elliﬁsis in Participle Phrase Coordinations
| There are two kinds of participles, namely, -ing
participles, aﬁd -ed participles. Here are some exap-
ples of ellipsis in:
Qe 4ihg participle phrase codrdinations |

. Books were written defining (the perfect gentle -

man) and discussing "the perfect centleman., 5>

. The authorities having arrived and (having) taken
the seats reéerved for them, the ceremony beg;an.BLF
« The crusaders killed both Moslems and Jews,

burning (their cities) amd looting their cities, D

b. -ed participle phrase cobrdinations
« If you don't cease committing crimes, you will

‘some day find yourself arrested (by the police)

or shot by the police,

32Warren, Pe 29.

33“Heroes: From Sir Philip Sidney to Evel inievel  *
Modern English, XIII (No. 10, 1974), 18, cole. 1.

'BAR.W. Zandvoort, A Handbook of English Graumar,
7th ed. (London, 1976), pPe 36

3%Hugo Jaeckel, The Middle East, ed. Kenneth M.
Gould (New York, 1967), p. 45.
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e Born (in America) and brought up in America, he

behaves like an American,

Ellipsis in Gerund Phrase Coordinations

. Idon't like living (in a big city) or working in a

bi Cit'o

o Writing (novels) and feading novels are his hobbies,

It is necessary to note that elements ellipted in

~infinitive phrase, participle phrase, and gerund phrase

cocordinations may be the complement and/or modifier of

the verb represented by the infinitive, participle or

gerund (See the examples). Sometimes part of infini-

tive, participle or gerund itself is ellipted:

It is nécessary for the car to be repaired and (to be)
repainted.
Having read (the letter) and (having) torn the letter,

he left me without saying "Good bye."

John enjoyed being welcome (by the audience) and

(being) praised by the audience.

Ellipsis in Adjective Phrase Coordinations

Bob is eager (to do it) but afraid to do it.

. He's too clumsy (to be good at games) and (too) slow

to be good at games.,

She's very kind and (very) friendly.

Ellipsis in Adverb Phrase Coordinations

. -He spoke very clearly and (very) convincing}y.

&

Did he drive very carefully or (very) carelessly?

In‘addition to ellipsis in phrase coordinations -

so far discussed, we may also have ellipsis in coor -
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‘dinated céﬁpound words:
. men- and women~teachers
. psychb- and socio-linguistics
. Sons- énd daughters-in-law
o Writing-ink and -paper

| . hand-made and -packed

The elements in the compound words above are locosely at-
tached, and because of this, ellipsis of the elements
is possible. On the other hand in the more cohesive
compbund words ellipsis is not allowed in coordinations.
We‘shbuld not say:

+ tooth- and head-aches
for

« toothache and headache

Similarly, when wérds formed with prefixes that tend to
- be contrasted are coordinated, ellipsis of the base of
the words is possible: |

. anti- and pro-communism
- o pre~ and post-reformation

« sub- and super-human

The affixes above are loosely attached; When affixes
are tightly attached, no eliipsis is allowed, We should
not say: |

« im~ and erports
in place of

. import and export
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B, Ellipsis in Clause Coordinations

| A clause coordination is a construction in which
one clause is‘joined to‘another clause by means Qf a
coordinator,

What is meant by clause? House and‘Harman define
it as "a subdivigion of a senteﬁce containing a subject
and a predicate;"36‘while Nesfield defines a clause as
g séntence Which is part of‘a larger sentence."§7 The
two definitions mean the same'thing, for the second de-
finition implies what is stated in the first definition.
We therefore can conélude that a clause must haveka sub-
ject and a predicate, and it must be part of a larger
sentence, or in other words a subdivision_of a‘sentence.

In discussing ellipsis in clause coordinations, we
have to refer to smaller parts of clauses. The .basic
parts of‘clauses or sentences are subject and predicate,
The subjéct of a clause or a sentence‘is a word‘or words
denoting what we speak about. The subject may be a noun
or any word or group of words by which we say something

about the thing denoted by the subject.

Subject: : Predicate:

Birds fly

Mary 1is a nurse

John is intelligent

Hé, | ‘has given me a pencil
They elected him president
36

House and Harman, Descriptive English Grammar, 2nd

ed. (New York, 1950), pp. 12-13.

37Nestield, pe 3.
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John and Mary will visit you next Sunday
Twenty people were punished severely
The car - has been repaired

Ten people were killed“

As cah be seen in the examples above, the predicate may
be only a finite verb, or it may be a finite verb with
its complement and/or modifier, or a verb group having

one finite verb and one non-finite verb or more. The

verb group may or may not have complement and/or modifi-

er.

Complements appeéring with linking verbs are

called subject complements; complements appearing with

transitive verbs are called objects; while modifiers, in

reference to predicate, are words having adverbial func-

tion,
As regards predicate, it may be further divided

into auxil;arz and p;edidation. The term predication

here is used to name the part beginning with a main verb;

"while the term main verb here is. used for verbs other

than auxiliaries, We can therefore have illustration as

follows:
Sentence
Subject Predicate
e
Auxiligry Predication
John will

attend the meeting

- If there is more than one auxiliary,'the diagram is as

follows:
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Subject : 'Predicate

Auxiliary Predication
aux. 1 aux. 2

! could have lent you.the money

Why is the part beginning with a main verb called

predication?  This is called so because it does say some-

thing about the subject - predicating the subject. Cer-
tainly, predication is, as regards meaning, more important
than auxiliary. Auxiliaries are only used td form verdb
groups, functioning only as helping verbs, showing aspect
or modality, or sometimes functioning as intensifiers, or
as a means to make‘negative or interrogative sentences;

| It is ﬁrue‘that ellipsis is used to avoid repeti-
tion, Yét the‘elliptéd elements need not be identical in
all respects with the realized elements on which the el -

lipsis is dependent. The ellipted and realized elements
may be:
a., identical énd co-referential:
. Elizabeth listened in silence but (Elizabeth) was
not convinced.58
b, identical and.referring to manifestation of the same

type:

o John will write a novel and Paul might (write a

38Austen, P. 10.
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novel) too.
Co idéntical but different in grammatical forms:

. John has bought a car and Mary will (buy) an electric

irdﬁ, R

In type (c), the form of the main verb (the ellipted ele-
ment) in the second clause is different from that in the
first‘clause, sinqe the auxiliary in the second clause re-
quires é different form of the main verb (the ellipted el-
ement) from that in the realized element. Even the fact
that in certain cases different subjects need different
grammatical forms of verbal predicate becomes the cause or
reason why the form of the ellipted main verb is different

from that of the realized one, e€.8. ,

o I spéak Indonesian, but John (speaks) English.
. His anxiety for Jane was evident, and his attentions to

59

herself (were) most pleasing.

There are still some other things particularly
noteworthy. GQuirk states that when coordinated clauses
have identical main verbs but are different in voice, cne
ac%ive and the other passive, an.ellipted passive is not

allowed.LFO

{ie can say:
. Paul deniéd the charge, but the charge wasn't denied by
his friends.
put we should not say:
. Paul dehied the charge, but the charge wasn't (denied)

by his friends.

Quirk further says that one other co-occurence seems du -

bious, that of modal followed by progressive. One can

59Austen, Pe 2D
4Oouirk, p. 581.
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say:
. John won't'enter the competition, but Peter is enter-
ing the competition.
But the acqeptability of
. Jéhn won't enter the gompetition, but Peter is.

is doubtful.

How we will treat ellipsis in clause coordina -
tions under three headings:
1., Ellipted lements

3. Semantic Bffect of Lllipsis

1. £llipted £lements
Fllipted elements can be classified according to

their syntactic functions.

a. Ellipsis of Subject
If the subjects of coordinated clauses are iden-
tical, it is most common for the subject(s) subse-
gquent to the first to be ellipted. For example:
. She smiled but (ghe) made no answer.
. Henry phoned her or (Henry) wrote her a letter.
. Women build roads, (women) drive trucks, and

(wqmen) work in ‘factories.ql

If identical auxiiiarieé are present, the pro-form
is as‘common as ellipsis, €.8.
. Henry has phohed her or he has written her a
letter. !‘ |
. Henry has phoned her or (Henry) has written her

a letter.

41Kenneth M. Gould, ed. The Soviet Union (Hew York,

1967), p. 97.

S,
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But if the auxiliaries are different, ellipsis is
more common:
. Paul has finished his work, and (Paul) will soon

go to the theatre.

b, Bllipsis of Auxiliary
We may have ellipsis Qf only the auxiliary pro -
vided fhat:
1) the ellipted element is realized in the first
clause.
2) the subjects are not identicél or co-referential.
For éxamﬁle:

« «ss their original design of leaQing Netherfield
that morning should be mentioned and the request
(shoﬁld be) made . #° |

. You must go shopping and your brother (must) stay
at home,

If the main verbs in both clauses are identical, el-

lipsis of only the auxiliary is normally not allowed.

e shouldlnot say:
. Paul will buy a small camera, and Bob (yilil_ggl

a pair of shoes.

Coe ﬁllipsis of Bubject and Auxiliary
If the subjects and auxiliaries of coordinated
clauses are identical, it is common for the subject
| (subjects) and the auxiliary (auxiliaries) subse-
quent to the first to be ellipted:

. VYou must apologize or (you must) resign.

quusten, P. Libe

e e d
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. The most monstrous rumours were easily planted

snd (the most monstrous rumours were) often be-
lieved.™ |
In cases like this, ellipsis of only the auxiliary is
not allowed. We should not say:

. You must apologize or you (must) resign.

But ellipsis of only the subject is allowed:

1 . You must apologize or (you) must resign.

'd. i1lipsis of Predication
E1lipsis of part or whole of predication can be
treated under four headings:
1) Fllipsis of First Part of Predication
2) £llipsis of Whole of Predication
3) Ellipsis of Subject Complement or Direct Object

4) Ellipsis of Adverbial

Note that in some cases the subject and/or auxiliary

can be ellipted as well.

1) Ellipted of First Part of Predication

If only the first part of predication is elliptéd,

the realized elements are in the first clause, and

the ellipsis is in clauses subsequent to the first:

a) Main verb only
. lir, Darcy said very little, and Mr. Hurst
(ggig) nothing at all.b'br |
. Tom is diligent but Paul (is) lazy.

. His anxiety for Jane was evident, and his at-

tentions to herself (were) most pleasing.

b3 araham Greene,‘A Burnt-Out Case (London, 1903),

Do Lh.
Elhjusten, De 2k




50

. Mary will buy a refrigerator, and John might

(buy) an electric iron. |

| | If the auxiliaries are identical, it is not common
for,the-auxiliéry (auxiliaries) subsequent to the
first to be retained: ‘ |

. John will come this evening, and Mary will (come)

next Sunday. (not common) .

If the subjects of Qoordinated clauses are identical,
we can also havéAellipsis of the subject(s) subse-
quent to the first:

. Paul will buy a small bamera this month, and

(Paul) might (buy) a tape—recordef next month,

b) Main verb and auxiliary (whole verbal predicate)
. Tom will go to America this month, and Bob (will
go) to Australia next month,

. Paul has bought a small camera, and Mary (has

bought) a refrigerator.

. Paul will be happy, but Bob (will be) miserable.

The subject subsequent to the first can also be el-

lipted:

. Joha will buy & house next month, and (John will

buy) a car next year,

. They have elected John president, and (they have
elected) Bob vice-president. |

. You ought to have put the knives on the right,

and (you ought to have»put) the forks on the

left X7
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Main verb (linking verb) and subjecficomplement

. Dwight D. BEisenhower was the president from 1953

till 1961, and John F. Kennedy (was the president)

from 1961 till 1963.
Wé can also have ellipsis of subject:
. It's cold in December in England, but (it's cold)
in July‘in New Zealand.46

ihole verbal predicate and object

. Mary will writé a letter this morning, and Henry

(will write a letter) this evening.
We may also have ellipsis of subject:

- . John received a letter from Mary two months ago,

~and (John received a letter) from Bob last month.
But in certain cbntexts, ambiguity is poséible. For
example, the sentence: l
. Bob is visiting Mary this afternoon, and Paul next
Sunday. |
can be interpretéd as having two kinds of ellipsis:
First, ellipsis of subject and verbal predicate:

. Bob is visiting Mary this afternoon, and (Bob

is visiting) Paul next 3unday.
Second, ellipsis of verbal predicate and object:

. Bob is visiting lMary this afternoon, and Paul (is

visiting Mary) next Sunday.

2) Ellipsis of Whole Predication

If the whole predication is ellipted, the realized

elements can be in the first clause or in the last:

. Tom will buy a car, and Peter might (buy a car).

or

. Tom will (buy a car) and Peter might, buy a car.

46Quirk, p. 579.
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But if the auxiliéry in the last clauSe requires a dif-
ferent form of the head of the verb group from that in
the first clause, the realized predication should be in

the first clause:

» Paul has helped me but Peter won't (help me).
On the other hand

. Paul has (helped me) but Peter won't, help me,'

is considered dubious, though it may occasionally occur

in informal use,

The subject can also be ellipted in clauses subse-

quent to the first, e.g.

. All the debts have been paid or (all the debts)
will be (éaid).47
« He can help you, and (he) certainly should (help
you), but (he)’probably won't (help you);
When the realized subject is in the’first clause, and
the realized predication is elsewhere, we then have

complex ellipsis:

"+ He was (writing a letter), (He) has been (writing

a letter), and (he) will be, writing a letter.®
. She can (help you) and (she) certainly should,

help you,

Ellipsis of one or more auxiliaries is possible,
provided that the ellipted auxiliary (auxiliaries) is

identical with the realized element:

« You could (have done the work) and (you) should,

have done the work.

. The naughty boy could (have been punished) and (the

naughty boy) should, have been punished.

47George 0. Curme, Syntax (Boston, 1931), p. 162.
48Curme, Pe 449,
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3) Sllipsis of Subject Complement or Direct Object

#1lipsis of subject complement may occur either in
the first clause or in the last clause, provided that
the main verb (linking verb):in the.last clause 1is Bi:

. Paul seemed (nervous),‘and Bob certainly was, é§£1~
ous. |
or
. Paul seemed nervous, and Bob certainly was (nerv-
ous).
" But if the linking verb in the last clause is other
fhan BE, ellipsis of subject complement must be in the
first clause, the realized elements ih the last clause:

[}

. l30b certainly was (nervous) and Paul seemed, nerv-

OuS.
With ellipsis of the subjects in clauses subsequent to

the first, we have complex ellipsis:

. The producer ... examined (the words of current

hits) and (the producer) explained, the words of

. LS
current hJ.ts,*9

1. You are (my true friend) and (you) always haﬁe been,

my true friend.

But if the realized subject complement is in the first
clause, we then have simple ellipsis:

. You are my true friend and (you) always have been

(my true friend).50

If the direct object is ellipted, the realized ele-

ments must be in the last clause:

49”D'you wanna learn the language of pop songs?,"

Modern knglish, XIII (No. 3, 1974), 10, col. 1.

5OCurme, Pe L4l |
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. My mother washed (the dishes) and I dried, the
Q?hes. |

. I question (the truth of John's account), but Peter

believes, the truth of John's account.

q)‘Ellipsis of Adverbial
e may haVe ellipsis of adverbial only when
a) the adverbial is in end-positionkand applies to
both clauses. The realized adverbial may be in the

first clause:

. Brian wrote to his parents yesterday, and (Brian)
will be-writing again (to his'paréﬁts) today. +
b) manner, place, 6r time adverbials are at the end of
| the iast clause, and the coordinated clauses are

.short clauses; st |
. John works (in New York), and Peter lives, in
New York.
. Paui wofks.(diligehtly), and Mary studies, g;;;
igently. |
. He was imprisoned (in 1965) and (he was) set free,
~in 1965,
tihen an adverbial is positioned initially, it is
more precise to say that the scope of the adverbial is
extended to subsequent clauses than to say that it is

ellipted. For example, Fortunately, in:

. Fortunately, I didn't miss the train and Mary lent
me the money.
appears to apply to the combinatidn of the circum -
stances described in the two clauses rather than sep-

arately to each circumstance.

1

\n

Quirk, p. 588.
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When an adverbial is positidned in the middle, or
at‘the end of any but the last clause, it is generally
intérpreted‘as'applying to its particular clause only:

. Mother is probably in the kitchen, and my sister is
in her study | -

. Mother is in the kitchen, probably, and my sister is
'in her study.

. Mother is in the kitchen, and my sister is probably

in her study.

But if there is an ellipsis that links the two clauses

more closely,‘the scope of the adverbial is extended to

the second‘clause:

.+ Hother is probably in the kitchen aﬂd my sister in
her study. |

. He will often phone you or write you a letter.

Ainother thing to note is that when the coordinator
BUT is used, the scope of adverbial is rarely extended
to subsequent clauses:
. Bob never smokes, but drinks alcohol.
. Peter is only a shop-assistant,'ggt his brother a doc-

tor.

Tn addition to ellipsis of predication, it is also
necessafy to pay attention to the predication substitutes
Do, ®OT, and TO. |

DO_ih each of the following sentences is a proform
for the predication (a predication substitute), since
Wpissing elements' cannot be supplied:

. Mary speaks inglish and John does. too.
. Bob wouldn't help me, but Paul did.
. John plays football every.Saturday, and I do every

sSunday.




56

VBut when DO is used for negation, interrogatioﬁ, or em-
phasis, it is not a prb-fprm for predication, since in
such cases we can posit ellipsis:

. Mary speaks Znglish, but I don't (speek English).

. You speak Javanese, but does John (speak Javanese)?

. You don't like playing football, but I did (1ike

playing football) when I was young.

NOI is regarded as a pro-form in:
. Bob-refused to do it, but not John.
since it does not require an auxiliary. But in:
. Bob refused to do it, but John didn't.
we have ellipsié of the predication, since in this case
NOT together with the auXi1iary DID is usedyfdr nega-
fion. We can, therefore, posit ellipsis: |
. Bob refused to do it, but John didn't (refuse to do
it). |

TO can be regarded as a pro-form for an infinitive
phrase in predication; or as allowing ellipsis of infin~-
itive phrase in predication, e.g.

. 1 asked him to_tell Mary about it, but he didn't want

to.

In this sentence thefe is a verb "want! which should be
followed by the infinitive phrase "to tell Mary about it."
But instead of the infinitive‘phrase, TO is used as a
pro-form for the infinitive phrase, and is placed after
the verb "want." Yet TO can also be regarded as allowing
ellipsis of the infinitive phrase in predication, since
the ellipted elements can be supplied. The followinz

example may clarify this:
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. I asked him to tell Mary about it, -

he wouldn't

but (tell Mary about it).

he didn't want to

It is necessary to note that the realized elements need

not constitute an infinitive phrase:

; I suggested his selling the house, but he refused to

(sell the house),

. He cheated in the examination, and I told him not to

(cheat in the examination),

Now, before we go on with some other kinds of el-
lipsis; it is necessary to have a look at ellipsis in-
volving both coordination and subordination; so that we

may have a complete description of ellipsis in coordina-

tions.

A set of coordinated clauses, one or more of which
is elliptical, can be subordinated to another clause,

This needn't affect the potentiality for ellipsis:

. &4 set of cbordinated clausesrt
-~ John will buy a car this year and (John will)
build a house next year.
. Subordinated to another clause:
- I know that John will buy a car this year and
(John will) build a house next year.
But if bnly one of the clauses is subordinated, there
cannot be elliﬁsis of the subject and/or the auxiliary:
- John wili buy a car this year, and I think that
build a house next year. (wrong).
. A set of coordinated clauses: |
- Mary goes to bed at 10 p.m. and (Mary) gets up

at 5 a.m.
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. One clause is subordinated:
- Mary goes to bed at lO:p.m. and I think that gets
up at 5 a.m. (wrong)}
. A set of‘coordinatéd clauses:
- John must stay at home, and Mary (must) go shopping.
. One clause is subofdinéted:
- John must stay at home, and I think that Mary g0 -
shopping. (wrong).
Instead, we normally -use the appropriate pronoun as the
subject, and repeat the auxiliary:
-~ John will buy a car this year, and I thihk that he
will build a house next year,
_ Mary goes to bed at 10 p.m., and I think that she
gets up at 5 a.m, |
-‘John_musf stay at home, and I think that Mary must
go shcpping.
In cases like this, ellipsis of the Wholé or part of
predication may happeh, provided that the auxiliary 1is
retained, 6r, if there is no auxiliary, at least the
main verb is retained:
- John will buy a car, and I think that Bob might
“{buy a car).
- Mary can (do it), and I think that she should, do it
- Paul seemed (nervous), and I am sure that Peter

was, Nervous.

pllipsis of head of noun phrase
When the head of a noun phrase is ellipted, the real-
ized head is normally in the first clause: _
. I wanted fried eggs, but she gave me boiled (egzs).

. She wore the red dress, but the blue (dress) suits
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her better.52
Note that the noun phrases need not have the same func-

tion‘in both clauses. (See:- the last example).

£llipsis of object of preposition

The object of a preposition can be ellipted with
the realized object in the second clause: |
k. Bob igs véry'fond of (dogs), but Paul detests, dogs.

. He listened to (what you said), but (he) didn't be-

7

lieve, what Jou said. .
EllipSis of conjunction
If two or more subordinate clauses having iden-
tical subordihate conjunctions are COQrdinated, the
subordinate cohjunction(s) subsequent to the first can
be eilipted: | ’
’. I don't knowlygz he has been away for five days,
and (why) his wife doesn't know where-he has gone.
o If you.will work hard, and (if) your wife doesn't
mind living in a big city, I will get you a job in

Jakarta.

Ellipsis of whole clause
If two or more subordinate clauses are identical

except for theirvconjunctions, all the clauses but one
can be ellipted. 4ind the realized clause should be in
the last member., The conjunctions, therefore, are lin
linked:

. I'11 ask him when (the seminar is to be held),

where (the seminar is to be held), and how the

seminar is to be held.

2

\J1

(uirk, p. 590,
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» John will call on you before (you have dinner)

or after you have dinner.

Sometimes the realized clause is in the first member:
. Jth will call on you before you have dinner or

after (you have dinner).,

We(have Just discussed ellipsis in terms of what

elements can be ellipted. To have a more complete

description of ellipsis, it is of course necessary to
see how ellipsis is marked in spoken and written Eng-

1iéh, and what semantic effect isrbrought about by el-

lipsis.

Intonation and Punctuation Marking of Ellipsis

| In speech, intonation break is often used to mark
éllipsis; while in written English, ellipsis is offen
marked by a comma punctuatioh. |

Wheh thelellipsis is in the first clause, intona-

tion break or comma punctuation is used in subsequent
clauses, at the point corresponding to the beginning
of the ellipsis in the first clause:

. Paul will (attend the meeting), and Peter might,

attend the meeting.

. Bob likes (dogs), but John detests, dogs.

Intonation break and comma punctuation, however, may

be absent if the ellipsis results in the linking of

two main verbs:
. John can read and write &English,

. Mary washed and dried the dishes.

when there is ellipsis of subject, or of subject

‘and immediately following elements in clauses subse-
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quent to the first, there is no intonation break or
cormea punctuation for this kind of ellipsis:
. He has just been appointed vice—president'but‘will
pesign next month, (eilipsis of the;subject he'),
o John will build a house and buy a car, (eliipsis of
the subject and auxilisary "John will"),
But in other cases of ellipsis, though comma punctua-
tion 1is frequently‘absent; intonation break is usually
presenf. This is partibularly the case when:
. the realized elements are in the first clause
. there is no éllipsis of subject, or if there is
any, the ellipsis of subjecf must not ilmmediately
be followed by another ellipsis. 'Thus there must
be intervening words between the ellipsis of subject
and the following ellipsié.
Here are soﬁe examples:
. John leaves for London next Monday and Bob (leaves
for London) next Friday. |
. Paul speaks lnglish but Tono (speaks) Indonesian.
. John was not appointéd president four years ago,
but (John) might be (appointéd president) next
year. |
lote that there is no marker for ellipsis in phrase
coordinations, no intonation.break or comma punctua-
tion being used. That is why we place this subhead-
ing "Intonation and Punctuation Harking of £11lipsis"

under "illipsis in Clause Coordinations.”

Semantic osffect of Ellipsis
£1lipsis in clause coordination may affect mean-

ing, but ellipsis in phrase coordination does not,
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We, therefore, discuss semantic effect of ellipsis
only‘in-reference to ellipsis in clause coordination,

Certainly, clauses which are coordinated must have
a logical and close connection. We cannot say:

. John works at the factory and my house is big,

since there is no logical connection between the seman-

tic content of the clauses Whlch motivates the combina—

tion, But we can say:

. John works at the factory,‘an& Mary works at the

hospital. ’ |

. John works in London, and John lives in London.
since there is a logical‘and close conhection between
the semantic content of the clauses.‘ And the conneca
tion can be ﬁade even closer by means of ellipsis:

; John works at the factory, and Mary at the hospital.

. John works and lives in London.

In addition, ellipsis sometimes indicates that

‘there is a combined process rather than two separate

processes. In:

. Did Mary arrive late and make her friends angry?
the ellipsis has a combinatory effect; that is to say,
Mary's arriving late had the result that her friends
became angry.‘ Thus, the sentence is one questioa, and
may be answered by "Yes" or "No.'" On the other haﬁd
there is no such‘implication-in: _

. Did HMary arrive late, and did she make her friends

angry?
since Mary's arriving late and her making her friends
angry are regarded as two separate'processes, and
therefore there are two separate questions.

Again in:
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o Did Bob kill the dog but refuse to admit it?
there is also a cdmbined prbéess in that his refusal
clearly has something to do With, or is clearly connected
to, h?s killing of the dog, in the sense ﬁhat his refusal
is considered surprising in view of his killing of the
dog. Thus the sentence is‘again a combined process, con-
stituting one question which can be answered by "Yes" or
"No Y With‘thg coordinator BUT, é non-elliptical form is
unacceptable: .
. Did Bob kill the dog but did he refuse to admit it?®
(unacceptable). |
As regards combinatory effect, Quirk says that
there may also be a combined process when.the first mem-
ber is negated:5§
.. John didn't bfeak the window but refuse td pay for it.
is a deniél of the statement:

. John broke the window but refused to pay for it.

As a negation of a combined process, the statement could
evoke the retort UYeé, he did.'" On the other hand in each
of the following sentences, there are two separate pro-
cesses, and the scope of negation in the first member
does not extend to the secoﬁd member:

. John didn't break the window, but he offered to pay

for it. | |
. John didn't break the window, but he didn't offer to

pay for it, either,

Negation in the first member can affect clauses coor-

dinated by CR. The sentence:

\Ji
AN

Guirk, p. 593.
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. Bob doesnft smoke or drink alcohol
‘is synonymous with

. Bob doesn't smoke and doesn't drink alcohol

» Bob doesn't smoke and he doeén't drink alcohol

. Bob doesn't smoke nor-does he drink alcochol
since

.ﬁBob doesn't smcke or drink alcohol
denies both possibilities. On the other hand

» Bob doesn't smoke‘or drink alcohol
is nbt synonymous with

s Bob doeén?t smoke or he doesn't drink alcohol
because the former exciudes’both possibilities, while the

latter only one of the two possibilities,




CHAPTER IV

PROBLEMS OF ELLIPSIS FOUND BY INDONESIAN STUDENLS
e IN
LEARNING ENGLISH

In this chapter, we will discuss or analjse problems

of ellipsis found by Indonesian students in learning Eng-

lish, This will be done in the following order:

A. Problems of Fllipsis in Phrase Coordinations

B. Problems{of Ellipsis in Clause Coordinations

Based on the test I have given to the third year
students of the English Department, IKIP Sanata Dharma, and
the compositions of the same students, 1 can see what prob-

lems faced by the students in using ellipsis.

A. Problems of Ellipsis in Phrase Coordinations
Most students do not find many problems or difficul-
ties in using ellipsis in phrase coordinations. They
find difficulties only in certain cases:
1. Problem of Ellipsis of Head
The students know that
. foolish and intelligent people
is elliptical for
» foolish pecple and intelligent people
Thus they know that ellipsis of head occurs in the

first member of the coordination. But they do not

know that in

. The manager likes honest and industrious workers
there is no ellipsis of head. (Seé explanation p. 27 ).
They consider vhonest and industrious workers" el-

liptical for "honest workers and industrious workers."

65
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It is then clear that they do not understand the reai or

exact meaning of "honest and industrious workers' in the
sentence. The idea that the manager likes workers who
are bcth‘honest and industrious does not occur to them.
Neifher do they know that with appositional coordinations,
there is no ellipsis of head either. (See pp. 27-28)
There is no ellipsis of head in the appositional coordi-
nation “stupid or foolish men." They however think that
stupid or foolish men' is elliptical for "stupid men or
fdolishvmen.“

There is still another thing worth noting. Most
students do not know the difference between "a black and
a white dog" énd Hg black and white dog:". They know fhat
"a black and a white dog" is elliptical for "a black dog
and a white dog." But they do not know that in "a black
ahd white dog™ no ellipsis oécurs.? They think that "a
black and white dog" is alSO'elliptigal for "a black dog
- and a white dog," ‘As a mafter of fact, ﬁo ellipsis oc =
curs‘in a black and white dog,”.since Mg black and white
dog' means one dog that is partly black and partly white,

That they do not know the differénce between "a
black and a white dog" and g bléck and white dog" 1is
understandable, for in their mother tongue or Ll (in this
case, Indonesian and/or Javanese) there is no article,
That is why the presence or absence of an article in kng-
lish seems to be.of no importance to them. And this re-
sults in their not knowing the difference between "“a black
and a white dog" and "a black and white dog."

It is true that we may translate the indefinite
article "a' or "an' into seekor, sebuah, sebatang, etc..

But quite often in Indonesian, especially in daily con -
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versation, we do not use seekor, sebuah, 'sebatang, etc,

though in English we should use an article "a' or ''an."

For instance, the following Indonesian sentences:

« Tom ada anjing di belakangmu
. John punya anjing hitam dan putih
may be feépectively translated into knglish:
. Tom, there is a dog behind you
or
. Tom, there are (some) dogs behind you
and

. John has a black and a white dog. (two dogs,
 and the other white)..

. John has black dogs and white dogs.

.. John has some black dogs and some white dogs

. John has some black dogs and a white dog

»
or

. John has a black dog and some white dogs

one black

Based on the Indonesian sentences and their equivalents

or translations in English, we can see that the idea of

number in Indonesian is not so important as that in Eng-

lish. A4nd certainly there is no plural ending in Indone-

sian., Singular and plural nouns have the same forms.,

o A
L]

Problem of #llipsis of Modifier

Most students do not find difficulty in using ellip-

sis of premodifier. But many of them find difficulty in

using ellipsis of postmodifier.' They do not know that

when a postmodifier is in the first member of a coordina-

tion, it does not apply to the second‘member. They think

that the following coordination:

. the girls who came here yesterday and the boys

is elliptical for
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. the girls who came here yesterday and the boys who
came hefe yesterday
But when‘a postmodifier is in the second member, they
know that it applies to the first member. They know
that the fdllowing coordinations:
. the girls ahd the boys who came here yesterday

« many cows and some goats grazing in the field

“are respectively elliptical for

. the girls,whO'came here yesterday and the boys who
came here yesterday A
. mény cows grazing in the field and some goats grazing
in the field
It is then clear that they do not knoﬁ that a different

placement of a postmodifier does make a change in mean-

ing.

Problems of Ellipsis in Clause Coordinations
Most students still find difficulty in using certain

ellipsis in clause coordinations,

1, Problem of Ellipsiskof Auxiliary only
The students do not know that in the following
clause coordination, ellipsis of the auxiliary 'must®
in the second clause is possible:

. You must go suopping, and your brother (must)

stay at home,
They do not know that when the auxiliaries are iden-
tical, but the subjects are not identical or co-ref-
erenﬁial, ellipsis of auxiliary only may take place
in the second clause, with the realized element in
the first clause. But they do not find it difficult

to use ellipsis of subject and auxiliary. They know

-
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\

- that "you must'" in the second clauég of the following

coordination may be‘e}lipted or deleted;:

« You must apologizé or (ypu must) resign
That they do not find problem in this case is not
surprising, for therg‘is a similar pattern in Indbne-
sian: |

. Kamu (Saudara/Anda) harus minta maaf atau mengun-

durkan diri

In the Indonesiah sentence, there is also an ellipsis
of "kamu (saudara/énda) harus” (in English "you must™)

in the second member of the coordination,

2. Problem of Ellipsis of Main Verb only
| Aimost all the students think that there is no el-
lipsis possible in the following clause coordinations:

. Mary‘will‘buy a refrigerator, and John might buy
an. electric iron

. John has bought a car, and Bob will buy a motor -
scooter

As a matter of fact we may delete the verb buy in the
second clause of each of the clause coordinations.
(See pp.49-50). The problem is probably caused by Ll
interference. In Indonesian they probably express
the ideas in the coordinations as follows:

. Mary akan membeli (sebuah) lemari es, dan (sedang-
kan) John mungkin akan membeli (sebuah) setrika
listrik

., John telah membeli (sebuah) mobil, dan (sedangkan)
Bob skan membeli (sebuah) motor-skuter.

The verb "membeli' in each of the second clauses
should not be deleted. If the verb "membeli' in each

of the second clauses is deleted, the sentences or
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coordinations sound clumsy.

Problem of illipsis of Whole Verbal Predicate

rost students know that the following clause codr—

dinations:

. Mr, Darcy said very little, and Mr. Hurst said
nothing at all
. Paul has bought a small camera, and Mary has bought

a refrigerator

-may respectively have the elliptical forms:

. Mr, Darcy said very little, and Mr. Hurst nothing
at all
s Paul has bought a small camera, and lMary a refrig-

erator

‘In this case they find no problem, since in Indonesian

there are similar elliptical forms:
. Pak Darcy bicafa sedikit sékali; dan (sedangkan)
Pak Hurst tak sesuatupun
. Paul telah membeli (sebuah) kamera kecil, dan (se;

dangkan) Mary (sebuah) lemari es

But in the following coordinations, they do not think
ellipsis is possible:
. I speak Indonesian, but John speaks znglish
. Tom is diligent, but Paul is lai‘
Now we can conclude that they probably think as fol -
lows:
. lihen verbal predicates in clause coordinations have
different forms, no ellipsis of Verbal predicate
is possible
N When'verbal predicates in clause coordinations con-
sist of a linking verb only, no ellipsis of verbal

predicate is possible
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And because of this, they delete notHing‘in the coor-
dinations above. As a matter of fact the verbal pred-
icates (speaks and ;§)Lin_the second clauses above can
beﬂelliptéd. |

But that the students do not think elﬁipsis is pos-
sible in the coordination

. Tom is diligent, but Paul is lazy
is probably caused by Ll interference. If we study the

following translations, from Indonesian into English:

Indonesian: English:
Tom rajin Tom is diligent
Paul malas | Paul is lazy

we can see the reaéon why they do not think ellipsis is
possible in the coordination. Since 'Tom fajin” and
"Paui malas' are respectively translated into knglish
pom is diligent" and "Paul is lazy,' they automati -
cally translate the coordination "Tom rajin tetapi Paul
malas' into English "Tom is diiigent but Paul is lazy"
without any use of ellipsis.‘ They just coordinate the
two sentences '"Tom is diliéent” and ""Paul is lazy' by
means of the coordinator BUT, That is why they do not
think ellipsis is possible in "Tom is diligent but Paul

is lazy."

Problem of #llipsis of Subject Complement

Most students know that ellipsis of subject comple-
ment in the second clause of the following coordina -
tion ié possible:

. Paul seemed nervous, and Bob certainly was (nervous)

In this case no ?roblem is found by them, for ellipsis

of this'kind often occurs. But when the order of the
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clauses 1s reversed, they do not think ellipsis 1s pos-
sible: | _ ' .
. Bob Certainlj was nervous, and Paul seemed nervous
This proves that the studepts at least feel, though prob-
ably not sure, that when the verb "seemed" is in the sec-
ond clause, ellipsis of the subject complement in the
sécond‘clauée is not allowed., Certainly, the rule con- }
cerning this matter says that if the linking verb in the
last clause is othef than BE, ellipsis of the subject'
complement in the last clause is not allowed., Ellipsis
of subject complement must be in the first clause, and
the realized elements in the last clagse. Thus thé coor-
dination:
o Bob certainly was nervous, and Paul seemed nérvous
has the‘élliptical form
. Bob certainly was, and Paul séemed, nervous
That they think ho ellipsis is possible in the coor-
dination: | ‘
« Bob certainly was nervous, and Paul seemed nervous
is probably caused by L1 interference, In Indonesian : »
the idea in the coordination is expressed without any
use of ellipsis:
. Bob memang gelisah, dan (sedangkan) Paul nampaknya ge- k
lisah (juga). |
or 7
. Bob memang gelisah, dan (sedangkan) Paul nampaknya be-
gitu Juga
Problem of Ellipsis of Whole Predication
The coordination: o |
. Tom will buy a dar and Peter might buy a car -

has two elliptical forms:
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» Tom will, and Peter might, buy a car
- and | |
. Tom will buy a car, and Peter might.
Butﬂmost-Students think no ellipsis of wﬁole predication
is possiblé in the‘coordination:‘
. Tom will buy a car, and Peter might buy a car
fhat they think no ellipsis of whole predication in the
coordination is possible is probably caused by L1 inter-
ference., Probably they translate literally the coordina-
tion into Indonesian as follows:
. Tom akan membeli (sebuah) mobil, dan Peter mungkin a-
kan membeli (sebuah) mobil,
They do not dare to delete the Whole of the predicatioh
“membeli (sebuah) mobil" in the secomd clause, for they
probably think that if it is deleted, the coordination
sounds clumsy or unnatural:
o Tom akan membeli (sebuah) mobil, dan Peter mungkin a-

kan

There are still two things interested to note:

First, when the word TOO (Indonesian JUGA) is added
and placed at the end of‘the last clause, most students
know that ellipsis of "buy a car! in the second (last)
clause of the coordination above is possible. They knéw
that |

o Tom will buy a car, and Peter might buy a car too
has the elliptical form:

. Tom will buy a car, and Peter might too
They do not find problem in this case, for there is a
similar pattern in Indonesian:

. Tom akan membeli (sebuah) mobil; dan Peter mungkin ju-

ga
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" In Indonesian, this pattern is most common or accepta-

ble.

Second, when the coordinator used is BUT, most stu -
dents khow that ellipsis of whble predication is pos -~
sible.  They know that the following coordinations:

. Mary speaks English, but I don't speak English

. Paul haé“helped me,‘but Peter won't help me
respectively have the elliptical forms:

. Marj speaks Fnglish, but I don't

. Paul has helped me, but Peter won't | .
Certainly patterns of fhis kind often happen. Thaﬁ is
why they do not find problem in this case. What is more
theré are éimilar patterns in Indonesian;

. Mary bicara Inggris, tetapi saya tidak>

. Paul telah membantu saya, tetapi Peter tak mau

Problem of Ellipsis of Direct OBject
The coordinations: | |
. My mother washed the dishes, and I dried the dishes
« I guestion the truth of Johﬁ's account, but Peter be-
lieves the truth of John's account
respectively have the elliptical forms:
. My mother washed,'and I dried, the dishes
. I question, but Peter believes, the truth of John's
account
Most students do not know that when the direct obJect 1is

ellipted, the realized elements must be in the last

clause. They delete the direct objects in the second

(last) clauses. They do not feel that the following el-
liptical forms:
. My mother washed the dishes, and I dried

. I guestion the truth of John's account, but Peter be-
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lieves
are unacceptable, That they delete the direct objects
in the second clauses is probably caused by L1 interfer-
ence. In Indonesian it is acceptable to delete the di-
rect object in the last clause:
. ibu éaya mencuéi piring gelas, dan (sedangkan) saya
mengeringkan
. Saya meragukan kebenaran laporan John, tetapi Peter

percaya

. Problem of Ellipsis of Adverb

~In the following'coordinations, the adverbs in the
first clauses can be ellipted:
a, He was imprisoned (in 1965), and (he was) set free,
in 1965
b. John works (in New York), and Peter lives, in New York

c. Paul works (diligently), and Mary studies, diligently

Most students, however, do not know thét the adverbs in
the first clauses can be ellipted. As regards the coor-
dination (a), most students know that '"he was' in the
second clause can be ellipted. But they do not know that
the adverb “in 1965" in the first clause can also be el-
lipted. That they do not delete the adverb 'in 1965" in
the fifst clause is understandable, since.in Indonesian
the same idea is usually expressed without ellipsis of
the adverb: |

. Dia dipenjara tahun 1965, dan dibebaskan tahun ituvju-

Za. |

fote that the adverb '"tahun itu juga" in the second
clause is used as a substitute for the adverb ntahun

1965" (in 1965). That they do not deiete the adverbs in




76

the first clauses of the coordinations (b) and (c) is
also understandable, for in Indonesian the ideas ex -
pressed in the‘coordinations are expressed without el-
lipsis of the adverbs: ‘
. John bekerja di New York, dan (sedangkan) Peter ber-
tempat tinggal di sana
. Paul rajih bekerja, dan (sedangkan) Mary rajin bela- -
jar |
In the coordination (b) the adverb 'di sana' in the sec-
ond clause is used as a substitute for the adverb 'di
New York." It is then clear that their not deleting the

adverbs is very probably caused by Ll interference.

Problem of Ellipsis of infinitive Phrase in Predication
Most students are still confused about ellipsis of in-

finitive phrase in predication. As regards the follow-

~ing coordinations:

a. I suggested his selling the house, but he refused to
seil the house
b. He cheated in the examination, and I told him not to
cheat in the examination
c. I asked him to accept your proposal, but he did not
want to accept your proposal
the students give several kinds of answers concerning
what elements can be ellipted or deleted. Some students
give the elliptical forms of the above coordinations as
follows: |
a. 1 suggested his selling the house, but he refused
b, He cheated in the examination, but I told him not
c., I asked him to accept your proposal, but he did not
want |

These elliptical forms are unacceptable, and they indi -
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cate L1 interference, for they clearly répresent Indone-
- sian manner of expression:
8. Saya’menyarankan dia menjual rumahnya, tetapi dia me-
nolak
b. Dia menyontek dalam ujian, dan saya peringatkan supa-
va tidak
Ce Saya‘minté dia menerima.usulmu, tetapi dia tidak mau
Certainly these Indonesian‘elliptical forms are accepta-
and normal. ’
‘ Some’other students give the elliptical forms of the
coordinations above as‘fbllows:‘
a. I suggested his selling the house, but he refused to
sell |
b. He cheated in the examination, and I told him not to
cheat.
c. I asked him to éccept your proposai, but he did‘not
want to accept,
These elliptical forms are also unacceptable, and they
also indicate Ll interference, for they also represent
the following Indonesian manner of expression:
a. Saya menyarankan dia'menjual rumahnya, tetapi dia me-
nolak (untuk) menjual
b. Dia menyontek dalam ujian, dan saya perihgatkan dia
supaya tidak menyontek
c. Saya minta dia menerima usulmu, tetapl dia tidak mau
menerima
These Indoﬁesian elliptical forms are rather redundant
but still acceptable.
The rest, not more than one third of the students, can
give the right_elliptical forms of the‘coordinations a-

bove:
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a. I suggested his selling the house, but he refused to
b, He cheated in the examination, and I told him not to
c. 1 asked him to accept your proposal, but he didn't

want to

In addition to what has been diséussed, it is neces-
sary to note that in general the students tend to use con-
plete coOrdinéfions, without any use of ellipsis. The fol-
lowing are exaumples oflcomplete coordinations taken from
the fesult of the test I have given to the students, and
from their compositions:

. Mary Will buy a refrigerator, and John might buy an e-
‘lectric iron ‘ \
. I speak Indonesian, but John speaks English
. 1 wanted fried eggs, but she gave me boiled eggs
“he lent me her booik, and she asked me to keep it clean
. She thoﬁght deeply about her pfoblem, but she didn't
find a way out
. She went to bed, but she couldn't sleep until midnight
. the old man or the old woman

. some boys and some girls

. my success oxr my failure
. one story or two stories
Or if there are some elements possible to be ellipted, they
. do not always ellipt or delete all the elements. The un-
derlined words in the following coordinations can be el-
lipted or deleted; nevertheless, most students only delete
the words between brackets:

. he most monstrous rumours were easily planted, and

(the most monstrous rumours) were often believed
. You are my true friend, and (you) always have been my

true friend.
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i

. We have the right to choose our own feligion without

approval (by the govennment) or Ei;gggz disapproval
by fhe government -

”The tendency to use complete coordinations 1is pfob»
ably cauned by their ignarance‘of the ruies concerning
ellipsis. And their ignorance of the rules concerning
ellipsis makes them afraid to use ellipsis. Rather than
make mistakes, théy use complete coordinations, without
 any usé of ellipsis.,

Some other factors which, I think, ennouragé the stu-
dents to use conplete coordinétions are a slow process 1in
coordinating ideas and a slow‘process in translating
ideas. #hat I mean by a slow nrocéss in conrdinating
- ideas is that the second idea (the second cléuse) which is
-to be the second member of the coordination doeS'not‘éoon
occur to the writer or speakér‘after the first idea. Thié
slow process in coordinating ideas leads the writer or
speaker to use a complete coordination, repeating in the
second member one or more elements which have been men-
‘tioned in the first member of the coordination. This of
course résults in a coordination without any ellipsis,
though ellipsis is possible and more common. To be clear-
er, the following examples of coordinétions taken from
the students' compositions are neceésary:

« She lent me her book, and she asked me to keep it clean
. She thought deeply about her problem, but she didn't
find a Way‘out.

. She went to bed, but she couldn't sleep until midnight.

T think the second idea expressed in the second clause

of each coordination did not soon occur to the student
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after the first idea expressed in the first clause. Since
the second idea had not occur to him, he tended to trans-
late first the first idea.54 And after he had been able to
form the second idea which was to be the Becond member of
the coordination, he then translated the second idea into

English with a tendency to repeat one or more elements

which have been mentioned in the first member (in this case

the subject ''she"); while what I mean by a slow process in
translating ideas is that the student cannot translate the
ideas in hio mind quickly. Perhaps he can translate the
idea constituting the first clause (the first member) of
the coordination, out he cannot soon translate the second
idea whioh‘is to be the second member in the coordination;
Because of this slow process in trénslating ideas the stu-
dent tends to repeat one or more elements which have been
mentioned in the first member, Aé‘seen in the examples
above, the student tended to repeat 'she' in the second
member.

Thaﬁ they still find it difficult fo use ellipsis,
and that they tend to use complete coordinations, though
ellipsis ;s possible and more common indicate that they
have not been familiar with knglish - with BEnglish man-
ner of expression or kEnglish sentence patterns., 'This also

means that they lack reading Lnglish,

54Note that most students still think in Indonesian,

and they, therefore, have to translate their ideas from
Indonesian into Engiish.




CONCLUSION

Now we have‘already‘had a detailed description of
ellipsis, including problems of ellipsis found by Indo-
nesiaﬁ'learnefs Qf English.,

E1¥ipsis is the omiésion of words or parts of words
which the‘hearer or reader may supply. Differently but f
fundamentally the same, Kellner défipes ellipsis as a kind
of compensation for the slowness of speech, a kind of econ-
omy in the use of linguistic elements. Thus one only uses
wofds essential to express one's ideas, and 1eaveé out
wbrds which the hearer or readér‘may supply.

| Certainly ellipsis is used for the sake of conve-
nience; In communication among intimate pGOple; ellipsis
is more frequently used, This means that the language used
among intimate people is less formal. And the less formal
the language is, the more pleasant the atmosphere becomes.,
And it is pleasantness, happiness, or convenience that peo-
ple always hunt for.

Nothing surprising that when Inglish is used as‘ a
means of communication, native speakers of English can use
ellipsis without any‘diffipulty, This is not the case
with Indonesian learners of English., Indonesian learners
of inglish find problems in using ellipsis in Lnglish, for
the Indonesian language is not related to knglish,

If we study the problemé of ellipsis found by the
students, we can see that Ll interference is a factor which
may bring about thekproblems. As a matter of fact, there
is a more basic cause which bring about the problems. ‘lhe
basic cause is of course their ignorance of the rules con-
cerning ellipsis in English, They thérefore resort to In-

donesian manner of expression or sentence patterns when
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they find it difficult to use éllipsis in &nglish. This,
of course, results in sentences which are structurally

Indonesian, but vérbally English, And worse still, the

resort to Indonesian manner of expression or sentence pat-

terns may result in wrong or unacceptable English sen -
tences, That is why Ll interference‘is also a factor
which‘may bring about the proBlems.

| That they still find it difficult to use ellipsis
‘in-English may also be caused by lack of reading English,
Uneducated nativé speakers of English can speak &£nglish
fluently and use ellipsis correctly, without any diffi-

culty, though they do not know English‘grammar including

the rules concerning Ellipsis. This is the case with un-

educated native speakers of Javanese speaking Javanese,
They do not know Javanese grammar, nor do they know the
rules concérning Javanese‘ellipéié. Yet they can speak
Javanese fluently, using ellipsis correctly, without any
~difficulty., I&Zven children can speak théir mother tongue
fluently and use ellipsis correctly, though they'dd not
know the grammar of, or-the‘rules concerning ellipsié in,
their mother tongue, All these facts prove that one's
familiarity with a language enables one to use the lan-
guage correctly, including using ellipsis., 1If one is
already familiar With, for‘instance, English, one can
"feel! whether an English sentence is common and accept-
able or not, though -one knows nothing about English gram-
mar; If he is asked to tell the reason why'he knows
whether an nglish sentence is common and acceptable, he
cannot tell it. Thus, that the students find it diffi~
cult to use ellipsis in HEnglish, and that they tend to

use complete coordinations may also be caused by their
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having not been familiar with English, And their having
not been familiar with English ie caused by lack of read-
ing English. |
Considering that, first, nost students still find -

it diffieult to use ellipsis in coordinations, second,
the kind of the problems of ellipsis found by them,‘and
third the Indone51an 1anguage is not related to English,
it is suggested that the teacher should, first of all,
let the students knon the rules concerning ellipsis 1in
Lnglish especially those they have not understood; sec-

nd, he should also give them enough exerCises on ellip-

sis; and third, to make them familiar with English manner

- of expreSSion or sentence patterns, he should compel them

to read bnglish more. Note that the reading should be

g careful reading " that is to say, while they are read-
ing English, tney should pay great attention to Bnglish
sentence.patterns, and make some notes on them which are

to be memorized and practised in speaking and writing.
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