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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

It is inevitable that when a student wishes to mas-
ter English, he should leafn the elements of‘grammaf. Gram
mar is esseﬁtial td enable the students to produce corrept
seﬁtences because it provides rules applied in every Eng-
~ lish sentence from'the‘véry simple sentences until the
mostICOmplicated”Ones. Grammar also compfises the greater
part of both cGurriculum 1975 and 1984, which reflects the
extent of its importance.

"one of thé grammar elements taught in every English

. course or lesson is Passive Voice.

Background

puring two years of teachiné,_the writer notices
that most of the students complain when-they come to learn
passive voice. They say that it is difficulf. Even when

they have learned it and have done a lot of exercises,

they still make a lot of mistakes. Other teachers also ad-

mit their students! difficulty in learning passive voice

and usually they devote much more time for teaching passive

voice than for teaching a tense or some other grammar ele-

ments.

-

Finding suéh_a fact, the writer wonders what makes
them feel such a difficulty. Is passive voice really diffi-
cult to learn ? what kind of difficulties do the students

face in learning passive voice and how can teachers help

7

them overcome the difficulties 9

I A




Objective

4this thesis attempts to tind out what kinds of
difticulties the students possibly face in learning Pas-
sive Voice by analyzing the errors made by the studénts,
and then tries to suggest alternative wa&s of teéching'
passive voice which enable the students to either avoid

or overcome the difticulties.

Scope

| 1n this thesis, first of a11; ‘we will talk about
the description of}E:nglish Pagsive Voice, then we will
see the number of errors and the types of errors made by

- the learners ot English. ‘'he errors are examlned and ana- -
lyzed to enable us to discuss about the possible causes

of difficuity in learning PassivesVoics which are predict
ed based on the,ahaiysis.'Finally, we will talk aboutﬂan
altersative wsy or teacniné passive wh'ich is designedr

to make learnlng Pasgsive V01ce easier and more erfective

- thus to 1mprove ‘the achleVement ot 1earn1ng Pa831ve

Voice.,

Methodology , CE

» First of all, the writer composed a test which
can be ifound in Appendix., She gave the test to the stu~

dents of D2 and D5 prégram. Then, she asked a writing

_lecture to give the studentsrof S1 program group Ba
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.writing assignment. The writing papers were.then used as
‘the sdufqe‘of‘dafa. Again, bj'asking_a favour from another
writing lecturer, fhe writer collected the writing exercise
books of the students of Sl program group A. From each wri-
ting book, the writer took two or three articles and the
answers to a conversion test given by the lecturer as the
source of data. | |

Having collected the source of data, the writer be-
gah the analysis by identifying passive itemé in the arti-
cles and writing'papers.'Then the writer examined the pas-
sive items both in the articles and in the tests and gave
a‘sign to the erroneous ones.,

The writer counted the numberrof,passive items in
the articles and the number of correct items and then coun-
ted the percentage of correct items against the total num-
ber of passive iteﬁs; This was done for each group separa-
tedly, The same thing was doﬁe to the passive items in the
tests. In this way, the achievement of the group was found
out. |

After thét,'the writer examined the writing paper
or the test answers from each student. The writer counted
the number of passive items eéch student confronted'or used
and the number of correct items each student manéged to
achieve. Then the peréentage of correct items is counted.
for each student. In this way, the achievement of thé in-
dividuals was found out.

'All erroneous items both in the writing papers‘énd

the tests were then put together and examined. The errofs
S “ '




were claésified,into some parts. The total number of errors
and the number of ¢ach type of errors were counted, The
percentage of each type of errors_against.the totél number
of errors was counted as well. In this way, the writer found
out which type -of errors is mere ebmmoh énd which is less
common, - .7

The errors were then examined and the Writer'tried
to draw somé conclusion about what kind of difficulties the
students facedin learning passive voice by lookihg at the

errors they had made.

- Organization

This thesis is organized in the following way ;"
~, First of all, in Chapter One, we have the introduc-"

tion, It gives us the overview of the whole thesis. It
presentS’the,baékground, objective, scope,,methodology;
oréanization, the purpose of using Error Analysis, and the
basis of judgement. | o |

chapter Two talks about the description of English
passive voice, This description is combosed by éombining
the deéCriptiohs of passive VOice'ﬁade by some grammarians’
whb are listed in éhe Bibiiography.

Chapter Three deals with the data collected by the

writer. This chapter talks about the achievement of learn-

ing passive voice, the number and,the'types of errors made
by the students and the possible causes of difficulty'pfe—
dicted based on the error analysis, on the comparison be-

tween English and Indonesian passive constructions, and



also on the writer's observation about the techniques ap-
plied in teaching passive voice. -

Chaptef Four discusses an alternative approach and
procedure of teaching passive voice which hopefully can
reduce the difficulty of learning passive voice, and

therefore help the students to ihprove their achievement.

The Purpose of Using Error Analysis

Error Analysis plays an important part in teaching.
This is also stated by Pit Corder in his book "Introducing

Applied Linguistics':

NErrors provide feedbachk, they tell the teacher
something about the effectlveness of his teachlng
materials and his teaching techniques and show
him what parts of the syllabus he has been fol-
lowing have been inadequately learned or taught
and need further attention. They enable him to
decide whether he can move on to the next item

- on the syllabus or whether he must devote more
time to the item he has been working on, This is
‘the day-to-day value of errors, But in terms of
broader planning and with a new group of learn-
ers they provide information for designing a re-
medial syllabus or a programme of reteachlng."

(p. 265) |
To be able to help the studentsvlearn passi#e voice.
in spite of the difficulties they face, the teachsr should
know what. kind of difficulties that they face and what

causes the difficulties to emerge. These are reflected on

the errors made by the students in using passive voice.

The analysis done on the errors enablesrthe teacher to pre
dicﬁ what difficulties the'students face in iearning pas-
sive voice and the possible causes, which in the remedial

program or in a new program designed to achieve a better



result are avoided and overcome,

Basis of Judgement

The writer made a judgement about the correctness
ofra péssive item based on the description of passive vo-

ice presenfed in Chapter TT.




CHAPTER I1

ENGLISH PASSIVE VOICE

T.1l. what is Voice

There are many definitions offered by grammarians
to describe Voice in Engllsh The writer will quote some
of them which more or less capture the 1deas expressed in
all other definitions the writer has read.

A Grammar of Contemporary English presents'this de
finition:

"Yoice is a grammatical category,which'makes it
possible to view the action of a sentence in two
ways, without change in the facts reported;

(a) The butle murdered the detective,

(b) The detective was murdered by the butler,
Sentence (a) is in the active voice, and sentence
(b) in the passive voice. (p. 336)" 1)

The above definition doesn't say exactly what the
difference of the two voices is. Paul Proctef iniiongman 4
Dictionary of Contemporary English, J,C;Nesfieldrin his
bodk Outline of English Grammar, G,L,Kittredge and F,E.
Farley quoted. by Jack E. Conner in his book A Grammar of
StandardVEnglish, and some other grammarians offer a more
specific deflnltlon-.

tyoice is the form of the verb which shows whe-
ther the subject of a sentence acts or does some-
thing to some other person or thing (active: vo-
ice) or is acted on and becomes the v1ct1m of the
verb (passive voice)." -

Jack E. Conner tries to attack the second defini-
tion: '

"This definition creates error of claiming that
-the acting of the subject, or its being acted
upon is a controlling feature of voice.(p. 161)" 2)

. He puts forward the following examples and arguments:

i,
- l‘\\lh '



(1) water squiris from the hose,
Accdrding to the definition above, t'water!' is acting, how
ever, according to Jack E. Conner, "actually it only .
obeys physical law because a pump somewhere makes it
squirt." So 'water' in this case is not’réally acting.

(2) That unconscious patient underwent an operation.
This is an active sentence and the unconscious patient is
said to be acting. Howevér, Jack E. Conner argues that in
fact it is the surgeon who»acts, the patient is’acted up-
on,

_According to the writer, Jack E. Conner's argument
is not based on a strong éround. In the éxample "yater
squirts from the hose', twater! does the action of aquifg
ing, not thé pump, although it is the pump which makes
the water squirt. In the secohd example "The unconscious
patient underwent an operation", it is the patient who
does the action of undergoing an operation, the Sufgeon
does the action of performing the operation.

In an attempt to be more exact, the writer sug-
gests the following definition to describe Voice:'"Voice
is the form of the verb which shows whether the sﬁbject‘
of a séntence acts.or does the action expressed in the
verb ( active voice) or is acted:on and becomes:the victim

of the action expressed in the verb (passive voice)."

IT.2. The Verb Forms of the Passive Voice

Sentences in the passive voice always contain some .

form of the verb be followed by the main verb in past par-



- ticiple form. The form Qf be which occurs in the sentences

is the same as the form of the main verb in the correspond

ing active sentence. Other auxiliaries, if any, precede be.

The table below shows verb forms of different ten-

'ses in both voices, with the main verb 'kéep'.

Tense/verb form

Simple Present

Present Continuous

Simple Past

Past Continuous
Present Perfect

Past Perfect

Future

Conditional
Modal

Modal + Perfective

Present Infinitive
Perfect Infinitive
Gerund/past
Participle

Perfect participle

Active Voice

keep/keeps

am/is/are keeping

kept

was/were keeping
has/have kept

had kept
will/shall keep
am/is/are going
to keep

ﬁéuld keep
can/may keep

can/may have kept

to keep

to have kept

keeping

‘having kept

Passive Voice

~am/is/are kept

am/is/are being
kept

was/were kept

was/were being

. kept

has/have been
kept

had been kept

will/ahall be
kept

am/is/are going
to be kept

would be kept
capn/may be kept

can/may have
been kept

to be kept

to have been
kept

being kept

having been kept

Note that we usually avoid saying be being and been

bl
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being, so that Future Continuous and Perfect Continuous

passive sentences are very uncommon.

T.3. Other Passive Auxiliaries

The passive auxiliary used is normally be, as writ-
:ten in I.2. However, sometimes get is used instead of be
in constructions without éh agent. o
| The girl got hurt on her way home from work.,
*The'girl got'given a dressrﬁy her mother.

The passivé auxiligry get is usually used only in
informal English, even so, it is used far less frequently
than be. |

| The fence is getting painted.
If they behave so badly, they will get treatéd badly
too. o {
The novel finally got translated into Indonesian.
get is much more common as a 'resulting copula' in
- sentences which look superficially like. the passive but
they cannot have expressed agents:
He is getting bogged down in all ‘sorts of problems.
e have to get dressed before six o!qlbck.
I don't want to get mixed up with them again.
Your explanation gets a-bit confused here.

"As a resulting copula, ggg is often eéuivalent to - -

become, which is used to express gradual change,(often

enhanced by modification with more and more, increasingly,
R | - |

etc.n

The explanation is becoming.ihcreagingly'spécialized.
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. He becomes more and more confused as he reads the re-

port further.

T.4. Meaning

In terms of meaning,‘there are two kinds of pas-
sives, namely, actional passive and statal passive. Actiog
al passive reférs to the action expressed in the verb,
whereas statal passive refers to the state or the result
of the action expressed in the verb.

"The pub was closed. |
Tﬁis sentence can have two meanings;
| The pub was closed by the pollce on the order of the
mayor (Actlonal Pa881ve) _
When T got*t@ the pub, I found that it was closed
(statal Passi?e). | |
The active voice of such sfatal passive requires
"an aspectual shift tokthe perfect,.n A)
The land is already sold.
soméone has already sold the land.
 .*gSomeone already sells the land.
,A'preSent statal passive, therefore, often has the éame
meaning as a present perfect passive.
The goods ére packed.

The goods have been packed,

I.5. The Use and Distribution of Passive Voice

Highschool students have. always been taught that

passive voice is used when the main interest of the speak~-

R
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er is on the action and the receiver of the action, not

on the performer of the action or the subject. This is al

so confirmed by Virginia French Allen in her article A New

TL.ook

that

at the Passive:

nWhatever else may have changed in the teaching
of grammar, students are still being given much
the same impression of the purpose of the pas-
sive. They are told that it highlights an action
and the receiver of the action, diverting atten-
tion from the actionfs agent.(p. 8) " 5)

Allen presents some examples which clearly show

passive voice is also used when the performer of the

action or the égent is important, not less important than

the action itself. The examples are:

1.

ted.

After Mrs. Faus died, the property was owned by the

Blackmarr family, which also owned a furniture store

for many years.

It was purchased by the First Methodist Church in

1959,

The foundation was set up bj the popularrpiénistg
Liberace, who dazzles‘audiences with candelabras,
glittering jackets and keyboard acrobatics. 7

The day after‘his 11th birthday, one of your Daily
Cémera~carriers' bicycle was stolen from his home =
along with the bicycle of'his friend - by thieves
who entered our courtyard after dark.

The use of paééive voice is in fact quite comblica—

in an attempt to make it less confusing, the writer

will divide the uses of passive voice into two parts :.

5.1

« When the agent ié not important

I.5.2. When the agent is important

A
e}
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T.5.1. When the Agent Is Rot Important

when the agent is not important, we prefer not to
mention it in the sentence, and we use passive volce cons-
tructions, normally without any agent expressed. The wri-
ter managed to list some situations in which the agent is

not the main interest of the speaker - thus not important.

1, When the agent is unknown
He was murdered last night.
This building was built 2 centuries ago.
Benny's bicycle was made in China.
The new book had beeﬁ written ih, so he returned -
it,

2. When the agent is'implied io the context and therefore

it is obvious and unnecessary to be mentioned.
The robber has been arrested.
English is spoken all over ﬁhe‘world.
poni has been promoted to the next closs.

3. When the agent is indefinite, i.e. when the subjectiof
the active voicevis one of the following; somebody/somg
one, anybody/anyone, nobody/no one, everybody/everyone,
people, they, which is used indefinifely. )

4, when it is preferable, due to some specifio reasons,
not to mention the performer, |

I was given some bad advice when I first arrived
at this town.

5. When the main interest of the spoaker is on the action

itself and. the receiver of the action, not particular-

.
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ly on the doer of the action.
Paul was assigned a:project.
Another person héd been assigned the same project,
The mistake was discovered immedigtely.
6. In official notes, instructions or prohibitions, to
make them sound impersonal and thus more polite.
Books must be returned by thé end of this month.
Question papers are not to be taken outside this
room or taken hbme. |
Passengefs are requested to leéve the aircraft as
soon as it lands. |

- 7. When the speaker wishes to make a statement sound im-

personal or less direct for reasons of tact, diplomacy,.

discretion, etc. as the passive mékes;it less clear who
the actual doer is. |

| Another applicat has already been given fhe post.

(Leés.direct than: I have already given the post
to another applicant.) |

>8. In descfibing a process and alsorin'helping thé wrifer
maintain an air of anonymity.- \
"It's based on the principle of compression pump.
It has a barrel and the piston is fitted with a

rubber washer, V,. The other valve, Vy, is fixed

to the cycle'tube into which air is to be compres- -

sed, When the handle is moved up, V, just contacts.

ees «+o When the handle is moved down, air in the

barrel is. forced -into the'cycle'tube."'é)
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II.5.2. Wwhen the Agent Is Impdrtant

when the agent is also important, it is usually ex-

pressed in the sentence in the form of a by-phrase. Such -

uses of passive voice are in situations as follow:

1.

In situations of social and historical significance,
i.e. when the work resulting from the action as well or

better known than the performer, aé in the case of fa-

mous music, Writing, paintings and inventions.z)ln'the'

sentences of this type, the agent is‘important too and
must be mentioned-to complete the statemenf.
The nqvel Love Story was written.by Erich Segal.
The song Apanya Dong was composed by Titiek'Puspa.
The Reaper was painted by Vincent vén Gogh.
Dynamite was invented by Alfred Nobel. |
When the passi#e?voiée may facilitate the connection of
one sentencé with another.
~ He eats what he finds in garbages ahd wﬁat ié
given to him by other people.
The grass Was cut, brought into the stables and
: given to the horses. | o
He spoke clearly and was listened to withkénthusi-
.asm\by the great crowd»preseﬁt. |

vhen the agent is repreSented by a heavilyrmodified

noun phrase too unwieldy to be used in the subject po-

~sition.8) There is a tendency to put longer and ‘heavi-

er' expressions at the end of-a sentence which is re-

ferred to as "the principle of-End Weight'" in the book



- English,

"knows; the news is that he has written a play. The speak

16

Uni&ersity Grammar of English.g) VWe may cOmpére'the
following:
Anne's beha%iouf'annoyed me. (Or; I was annoyed hy
Anne's behaviour.) |
I Was anndyed by Anpe wanting to tell everybody
else what to~do.
If the second sentence was active, the subject would‘be
very long. | |
Anne wanting to tell everybody else what to do’an—

noyed me.

In this case, a passive structure is more natural. In

its after-verb position, the agent can be treatéd at
length comfortably.

when the speaker wants to focus attention to the agent.

_ e usually like to start sentences.with what is already

known, and'to put (hew' information lafer in the sen- ;
tence;" 10) - This tendency to pléce new information to- )
wards the end of the clause is referred to as the prin-
ciple of End Focus in thé book UhiVersity Graﬁmar‘of

| 11) |

John's just written a play.

This play was pfobably written by Marlowe. : ' é

"Tn the first sentence, John is somebody that the hearer

er prefers to put this at the end, so he begins with
John and uses an active verb. In the second sentence, a
passiVe structure allows the speaker to begin with the

play (which the hearer already knows abouf),‘and to put
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the news (who wrote it) at the end."lz)

Virginia French Allen puts forward another rea-
son why passive voice is used when the speaker wants
to focus attention to the agents she said: .
ngince the end of a sentence is often marked
by pitch-change and strong stress, a writer
may draw attention to the agent through the
use of the passive. The by-phrase is placed
where the major stress falls.(p.10)" 13)

- 5. whén the writer or the speaker wants to create éuspense
by delaying to state the agent and shifting the agent
to thé end position, which can only be done by using

a passive structure.

Summarizing the diécusSion on the use of passive
voice, the writér reaches a conclﬁsipn that passive voice
without an expressed agent is used when the agent is not
~important, When theiagent is importanf, the speaker may ]
uSe either passive voice with an expressed agent or active | J
voice, The choice'depends on the individual situation faced 5
by the speakér.‘It would be wrong, hdwever, to assume that
aétive sentences are the normal way of saying things'and
passive vOiCe‘is.just an alternative way of.expressing the
‘same meaning to provide variations. Passivervoice plays its
own fole in English. This is obviously shown by the fact

that there are passive sentences which do not have active

’ ,v\‘i‘i‘"

equivalents.,
For example:
' He was born in Padang. (*His mother bbre him in Pa;
dang.)'. A

This decision was based on a misconception. (*A mis-
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conception bases on this decision.)
Normally, passive sentences are more commonly found
in scientific writing and other kinds of expression where

we are more interested in talking about things that happen

and about processes, whereas active sentences are more com-

monly found in imaginative writing such as novels and sto-
ries, and in other cases where we are more interested in

the people or agents who make things happen.

T.5.3%., The Distribution of Passive Voice

In a sentence, passive voice may have some differ-

ent functions. They are:

l“,As_thé predicate of the main clause
The girl is named after her grandmother.
Dinner will be servéd at-eight otclock.
- 2. As the predicate of a<subclause
The police will question the boys who were arrest—
‘ ed in a supermarket yestefday.
‘The books which afe réad'only for entertaihment
aré'rélatively cheap.
Because she is forcéd‘fo support the whole family,
she tries to search for a job in Jakarta.
This function is also possible without an auxiliary/cb—
pula,
.The police will question the boys arrested in a su-
pérﬁarket yesterday. |

The books read only for entertainment are relative-
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ly cheap.
Forced to support the whole family, she tries to
 search for a job in Jakarta.,

As a subject

oOnly a gerund and a to-infinitive suit this function.

Being suspected makes me uneasy.
To be forced is something that I hate very much,
As an object

Again, only a gerund and a to-infinitive can be used

in this function.

I don't like being ordered around.

She wants to be respected.
However, not all verbs can take either a-gerund or a
to-infinitive as its object, Some-verbs whichvcén take
a gerund as its object afe; avoid, keep on, enjoy, like,
begin, prefer,rcontinue, etc. Thé verbs which can take
a to-infinitive are for instance; need, expect,>hope,
plan, like, begin, prefer, continue, etc.
As anobject complement
_This function is only possible with the past participle,
whiéh expresses passive meaning eventhough there is no
auxiliary/copula be,. |

we.had the fence painted.

They gét the bicycle repaired.
As a noun modifierr
This function is also possible only with the pastrpar- 
ticiple, without the presence of an éuxiliary or'cdpula.

A fried egg
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A rented_room
A well organized meeting

However, there are some exceptions, for instancé;
An escaped prisoner

A faded curtain

The‘pasf participles in the above noun phrases express

/

active meaning.

I.6. Agent

An agent is the person, animal or thing that does

the action expressed in the verb.

IT.6.1l. Wwhen It Is Needed and Not Needed

An'agent is an optional part of a passive sentence,

However; "in'fact, épproximately four out of five English
passive sentences have no éxpressed agenﬁ.ﬂlg) The agent
is only expressed when it is importént. When it is not im
portant;,it is usually not expressed, for instance when it
is irrelévant or unknown: |

The Prime Ministér was attacked last night after the

meetihg with the President.

or when it is redundant;

Jack fought Daniel last night and Jack was beaten.
The agent phrase bX.Daniel would be cléarly unnecessary
to be expressed since it is obviously shown by the con-
text. |

Some more stituations in which an agent is not im-

A

i
i
!
i
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portant can be found in section I.5.1.

I.6.2. How to Form an Agent Phrase

An agent in passive sentences is formed with the
preposition by which &s followed by a noun phrase or, when
it is a pronoun, by an object prondun, not a subject pro-
noun. However, the agent phrase with a pronoun is hardly
ever expressed in the sentence.

The flowers were arranged by my sister; Tina.
.;The flowers were arranged by her.-

*The flowers were arranged by she.

T.6.3%. The Position of an Agent

The position of an agent is usually after the verb.
The trouble was caused by your-mother.
I was shocked by her attitude.
However, whén‘there is an adverb of manner or an adverb of
placé, the agént is usually pléced,after ﬁheradverb. When
there is an adverb of time, the agent isrusually placed |
before the adverb of time, | |
The aid was given regularly by the local Catholic
Church.
The letter was[sent to thé wrong addreés,by the fool-
ish secretary. |
The work was finished by Sardi in thrée days and by
| Shinta in four days. -

All of the cookies had been eaten up by the children
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before you came.
However, when the agent is heévily modified, it is placed
at the~end'of7the sentence. |
His leg was operated on by Dr. Sanjaya yesterday.
His,leg was_operated yesterday byer. Sanjaya, who

is one of the best surgeons in Indonesia.

T.6.4. Prepositions Whieh Can Indicate an Agent

There are some prepositions which are used iﬁstead
of the preposition by to indicate an agent, They are for
instance: about, at, with, of, in, etc.

He was worried about her silence.
I was excited at the prospect of going to Britain.
I am frightened of worms. |
She won't be bothered withrme anymore,
John was interested in Arithmatics.
~The ohjects of such prepositions are considered to

be agents because they can act as the subjects of the/ac-‘

tive counterparts of the above passive sentences, just ex-

actly like by-agents.,
Her ;ilence-worpied him,
Therprospect og!going’to Britain excited me.
Worms frightened me.
I won't bother her anymore.

Arithmatics interested John.

I.6.5. The Difference of By-Agent from Other (Preposition

+ Agent) Constructions
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The past participles'used in the‘sentences in
T.6.4, have two kinds of propertiés, namely verbal and ad-
jectival properties; They have verbal properties because
they have active anaiogues:
Arithmatics intérested John.
John was interested in Arithmatics. .
They have adjectival.properties because (1) they can have

such adjectival modifications as quite, rather, more, very,

etc., whereas real verbal past participle cannot, and (2)
the auxiliary be can be replaced by linking verbs. The
followihg are ekamples with adjectival modificafions:
John wés very intereéted in Arithmatics.
He Wés rather worried about her silence.
*\gus was very beaten by his father,
In the following examples we can see that Eg.is replaced
by linking verbs.
John was interested in Arithmatics.
John seemed interested in Arithmatics.
He was rather worried about’her éilence.
He felt‘rather:worried about her silénce;
Agus was beaten by his father.
‘*pgus became beaten by his father.
Beaten is a real &erbal‘past participle, therefore the
auxiliary be used with the past participle beaten cannot
be replaced by a linking verb. |
By—agent is not-normally used wifh past participles
which are used like an adjective. ﬁowever, eiceptiehs do

occur, for example:
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*John wés interested by Arithmatics.
I feel rather let down by her indifference.
Even when the past participle doesn't have an active coun-
terpart - it doesn't have an infinitive - sometimes it has
a by-agent.
She was unimpressed.by hié attempts.
*7is attempts unimpressed her.
His attempts did not impress her.
Sémetimes a by-agént is used with the past partici~-
ples which have adjectival broperties; however, there is a
vslight difference in the meaning.
Compare‘these sentences: . '
She was frightened by a mouse that suddenly appeared;
- He's always beén terribly frightened of dying.
The kids were so excited by thg naisé that £hey_cquld
not get to sleep. |
T am excited about the possibility of going to
New Yérk. | .
I was annOyed'by the way she spoke to my mothef.
I'm annoyed with her,
The second sentence in each pair of sentences denotes a
state of ming, whereas the first sentence denotes an ac-
tion. |
A.J. Thomson and A.V., Martinet present these sen-
tences: 15)
The room was filled_with smoke,
The lock was covered with painf.

These sentences look like passive sentences with smoke and
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paint as agents. They also have the active counterparts as
follow: | |
smoke filled fhe room,
pPaint coveredrthe lock,
However,the past participles do not have adjectiva% pro-
pertieé described previouély-in this section. 7
*The room was very filled with smoke.
*The lock waS“quite(covered with paint.
?The room became filled with smoke;
?The_lock looked covered with paint.
A.d. Thomson'aﬁd A.V.Martinet in their book A Practical

English @Grammar consider smoke and paint as the materials

used to do the action expréssed in the verb, not the

16).

agents.

We also have this construction:

This edition was not known to us.

We did not know this edition.

the past participle: worried, surprised, etc., because know

- doesntt have the Causativé feature of worry, surprise, etc.

Also, it doesn't, take modifiers like quite and rather.?)
| Her behéviour made us rather surprised.

*ye did not make this edition rather known.

This boy was nof very surprised at her behaviour.

*This-edition not very known to_everybodykheré. I :

o.7. Relationship'Between Active and Passive Voice



T.7.1l. Conversion

I.7.1.1. Sentences With One Object

26

An active sentence can be transformed into a pas-

sive one. The passivization involves the following changes:

(a) The activé subject becomés the passive agent.

-(b) The active object becomes the passive subject.

(¢c) The active verb phrase is changed into the passive

verb phrase,

(d) The brepositioh‘gl is introduced before the agent.

"The prepositional agent phrase of passive sentences is an

optional sentence element."l8) This has been discussed in

I.6.1.

The active-passive transformation for sentences with

one subject can be represented in this’diagram:

Paul

Active Subject

beat

Active Verbdb

~

the dog

Active Object

]

Bi—

Passive Subject

The .dog -

Passive Verb

" was beaten

Optional Agent
by Paul -

Although the sentence structure is different, these two~

sentences have approximately the same meaning. Paul, in

both sentences,is still the performer of the action of

beating and the dog, the receiver.

I.7.1.2. Sentences with Two Objects
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some verbs can take two ebjects in the active voice,

a direct object and an indirect object. An indirect objeet
usually refers to a person, and a direct ohject usually
refers to a thing.

'She gave her sister the pen,

The estate agent showed Peter and Ann the old house.
In the above sentences,\the indirect objecte'precede the
direct object, and it is not necessary to put a preposi-

tion before the indirect object. "In this case, both the

“direct object and the indirect object can become the sub-

19)

Her sister was given the pen.
The pen was given to her sister.
Peter and Ann were shown the old house.

The old house was shown to Peter and Ann.

Note that in passive sentences the indirect object usually .

take the preposition to or for. This will be discussed

further in TW.7.1l.6.

It is more common, however, to have an indirect ob-

Ject as the subject of the passive sentence, especially
whén the direct object is long.
He's just been sent a lot of information.

We were lent ten thoﬁsand pounds'last year.

She was shown all the different ways of making whisky..

Other verbs which are used like this are for in-

stance: pay, promise, tell, offer, award, bring, hand,

pass, and teach.

“!"'Note also that the passive suggesting condition or

[,
i
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state is not found with the indirect object as the sub-

ject.“ao)

Compare these sentences taken from Modern English Grammar:ZI)
The serenity of spiritual satisfaction was denied hin.
Youlll be denied Extreme Unction. )

The first sentence expresses a condition or state, whereas

the latter expresses'an'action.

T.7.1.3%. The Position of Adverbs of Frequency

The position of an' adverb of frequendy in active
voice is normally (1) before the main verb, and when there
'afe auxiliaries, (2) after the first auxiliary./

They frequently cut the grass. -
‘ ~They will always improve the dialogue until it is
satisfactory. |
In the passive voice, fhe position is still;the same,
 Dhe grass is frequently cut.
The dialogue will always be improved until it'is'sa;-

tisfactory.

T.7.l.4. The Position of Subclauses and Prepositional Phrase

Modifying the Subject or Object.

The subject or object of an active sentence can be
modified by a subclause or a prepositional phrase which

follows directly after the noun modified.

They have taken the books on the table to the library.

The man near the gate shot the girl.

[T . VS
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she stole the money that I put in my leftgpocketf;

" Dr. Sulis, who is one of the best doctors in Yogya,

examined us yesterday.
In the conversion, the subclause or the prepositional

phrase follows the sentence element it modifies.

The books on the table have been taken to the library.

*Phe books have been taken on the table to the

library.

The girl was shot by the man near the gate.

*The girl was shot near the gate by the man.

*Near the gate the girl was shot by the man.

The money that I put in my left pocket was stolen.,

*The money was stolen that I put in my'left pO-
cket. |

We were examined by Dr. Sulis, who is one of the best

doctors in yogya.

*We, who is oneé of the best doctors in Yogya, were

examined by'Dr. Sulis.

I.7.1X.5. Object Complement

’

."pfter some verbs, the direct object'can be follow-
ed by an object complemeﬁt - é noun or adjective which des
cribes the object."az)
His classmates considered him a‘geniUS.

The other students called him stupid.

I made the room comfortable,

They elected him manager;
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These sentences can be transformed into passive:
He was considered,a genius.
He was called stupid.
The room was made éomfortable.
He was elected managerf
In this case, there is a change of function'of the comple-
ment, In the active voice, it is an object complement be-
cause it hodifies the object; but in the passive voice, it
modifies the'subject -.andrthus a subject complement.rJ.C.
Nesfield‘confirms this in his bbok Modern English Grammar.
mvhenever a verb which takes an object and a com-
plement is changed from the active voice to the
passive, the objective complement becomes a sub~
jective one.(p.56)" 23)

The stition of the complement in thé active sénb
tence is after the object, in the passive sentence its po-
sition is after the verb. )

His classmates considered him a génius.

He was considered a genius.

*Je a genius was considered (by his classmates).

I.7.1l.6. Prepositions

""yhen a verb + prebosition + object combination is
but into the passive, the prepositibn will remainrimmedi-
ately after the verb,r e4)

I must write to him.

| ‘He must be written to.

You can play with these toys quite safely,

These toys can be played with quite safely.
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H.7.1.6:1; Prepositions Added inVConversion
when a sentence with two objects is transformed in-

to passive with the direct object as the passiVe subjecf,
the indirect objecf usualiy ﬁakes'the preposition to or
for.

He gave Robert a book,

A book was given to Robert.
‘His father bought her a new dress,

A new dress was bought for her.

Some other verbs which take the preposition to are: write,

read, show, teach, tell, sell, send; lend, bring, take,

and pass. Some other verbs which take the preposition for

are : get, make, find, do.

M.7.1.6.2. Prepositions Omitted in Conversion

Verbs like give and buy can have an indirect object
preceded by a preposition or not preceded by‘é preposif
tion. ’

He gave Robert a book,

He gave a book to Robert. - BN

His father bought her a new dress.

His fathér bought a new dréss for her,
“"hen these sentences are transformed into passive with the
indirect objecf as the passive subject, the prepositions
are omitted.,

Robert was given a book.

She was bought a new dress, ) B
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However, with ﬁerbs'like explain and re are, the indirect
object of which should bepreceded'by the prepositions to
or for, such transformation cannot take place.

He explained the answers to the students.

*The students were explained the answers.

The answers were explained to the students.

He prepared dinner for all of us;
*Ali of us were prepared dinner.

Dinner was pfepared for all of us.

Te7ele7e Idiomatig expressions

Some verbs fdllowed'by a noun phrase and a preposi-
- tion canrmakefan idiomatic unit, for instance: |
They had made good use of the rooms.
There are two poséible passive constructions of the above
aﬁtiVe senﬁence;
Goqdiuse had been made of the rooms,
The rdoms had been made good ﬁSe 6f;
The second passive construction is»mdre commonly fouhd and
it ié usually used in informal style; Other examples are:
She was taken no notice of. |
The house was set fire to.
"But if the combination has not merged into a wholé, pas-
~sive expressions have the object of the verb as the pa-
tienf.”25)

I wonder why such attentions are paid to the girl.
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T.7.1.8. PrepOsitionalVVerbs, Phrasal Verbs and Phrasal

Prepositional Verbs.

Passive constructions can occur Qith prepositional_
vérbs:
someone will have to deal with fhis matter right away.
This matter will have to be dealt with right away.
with phrasal verbs:
paul called up the man.
.The man wasvcalled up.
and with phrasal prepositional verbs:
'John couldn't put up with Andy easily.
Andy ééuldn't'easily be put up with.
They should do away with these prejudices.
These prejudices should be done away with..

C HT.7.1.9. Sentence. Patterns and Their Passive Equivalents

A.l. Transitive verb + direct'objectrk
T hit the guy.
They have eaten the chiéken.
Passive; can be used with all the verbs which occur
in this pattern. |
The guy was hit..
‘ The chicken has been eaten.
Notes: (1) Thére is én exception for the following
sentence; ‘ V
o The Qonsul married John and Susan.

They can have two possibie passive cons- .
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tructions:
John was married tb Susan. .
John and Susan were married by,the
Consul, |
(2) Although have is a transitive verb, when
it is used in the meaning of possess or
hold, it has no passive equivalent. With
other meaning, however, it has its passive
equiﬁalent.
I had two cars.
*TWO cars-were;had (by me) .
They had a party yesterday.
*A party was had yesterday.
A1l had a good time.

A good time was had by all.

A.2. Transitive Verb + direct object + adjunct
| T putlthe key on the tabie. |
‘They set'the.Spoons on the table,
~Passive: can be used with all the verbs which occur
~in ﬁhisrpatﬁern;
The"key was put on the table,

The -spoons were set on the table.

B.l. yerb + preposition + objéct
They have accounted fof'all the expense.
He 1s a man who people always.listen to.
we have paid for the food.

Passive: There are some verbs which fit into this pat-
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tern but which cannot be transformed into
passive. Those which -can occur in passive
‘take this model:
All the expense has been accounted for.
He is a man who is always listened to.

The food has been paid for.

B.2. Transitive verb + indirect object + preposition +
direct object. .
They told us about the accident.
They accused him of the robbery.
Hé congratulated them‘on their success.
; Passive: |
we were told about the accident.
He was accused of the robbery.
They were congratulatod on their success.
Some other verbs which fit into this pattern are:
ask ... about remind ... of oharge ... With

_thank/;.. for blame ... for puhish «ss for

B.3. Transitive verb + to infinitive
They decided to go by plane.
she tried to sing the song.
Passive: Normaliy, this pattern has no passive equi-

valents eXcept with the verbs agree; arrange

and decide,

It was decided to go by olane.
agreed
arranged
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Transitive verb + noun phrase + to infinitive -
e expect you to help us tomorrow.

Passive: can be used with the verbs:

allow force teach tell
ask order urgé : intend
advise permit help : etc,

You are expécted to help us tomorrow.
They have been fofced to.do that.

The infinitive can be put into passive freely.
We allowed him to be informed.

I expect him to be promoted.

Transitive verb + preposition + noun phrase + to in-
finitive
We rely on Margareth-td help us.
depend on
count on
Passive: The passive 1s only possible with can or
could.
Margareth can be relied on to help us.
depended on :
counted on-
Transitive verb + (possessive adjective) + gérund
Ye regret your breaking your .promise,.
They suggest-jogging. |
Passive: The passive is used in formal style.
your breaking your promise is regretted.
Jogging is suggested.

The gerund can be put into passive freely.

I appreciate being invited.



They avoid being talked about.

E. Transitive verb + object + stem

I heard the door bell ring.r
wWe saw the car crésh,
They let him stay here longer.

"I had Bob teach my sisters.

37

They have never known him behave like that before,

Passive: can be used with all the verbs below:

bid  feel help
make see - know
But it requires the infinitive with to.
The car was seen to crash.
- The door bell was heard to ring.
He has never been known to behave like

Verbs like let, have, notice, watch, do not

passive in this pattern,
*Bob was had to teach my sisters.

*He was let to stay here longer.

that before,

occur in

Note: with the verb let, it is possible to dée,the infi-

nitive without to, particularly in this sentence:

The prisoner was let go.

*Je was let go on board.

Transitive verb + object + V-ing

I found him waiting at the door step.-

We saw the car.pulling over to the left side.

He kept us working. =

Paésive: can be used with the verbs:
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catch discover find hear set
keep ~ leave - observe  see

He was found waiting at the door step.

The car was seen pulling over to the left side.

We were kept working.

G;l. Transitive verb + object + past participle
we found the door closed.
_ some peoble can always make their presence no-
ticed. |
He saw the door safely locked.
Passive : can occur with the verbs find and keep on
this model: |
The door was found (to be) . closed.
The windows were képt (to be) latched.
some verbs take an additional to be.
The door was seen td be safely locked.

-

Their presence can always be made to be noticed.

H. Transitive verb + that-clause
I believe that he is lazy.
I believe that he is expecting me.
I believe that he solved/has solved the problem.

Verbs which occur in this pattern are

agree bet accept claim
assume consider admit indicate
acknowledge learn say . etec.

Passive: There are three possible passive constructions

of this pattern.
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I. That he is lazy is believed.
That he is eipeéting me is believed.
That he solved/has solved the problem is believed.
II. It is believed that he is lazy.:
It is believed that he is'expecting me.
Tt is believed that he solved/has solved the problem.
IIT. He is believed to be lazy..
‘He is believed to be expecting me.
He is believed to have'éoived the pfqblem.
Notes: | |
construction I is rarely used. construction IT is much
more common than construction I, it can be used with
most of the verbs which 0c¢ur in this pattern;‘cons—

“truction III is frequently used with the verbs:

assume  declare  know understand think
believe expect report see suppose
consider feel say

H.2. Transitive Vefb + object + that—clausé'
He cénvinced us (that) he could pass thé_exam.
we warned"him (that)rit was dangerous.
Verbs which fit into this pattern are:
aséure remind - warn inform
teach tell show
Passive: There is only one possible passive. construc-
tion for this pattern.
We were convinced (that)rhe could pass the eﬁam.

He was warned (that) it was dangerous.
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H.3%. Transitive verb + to + object + that-clause

He reported to us that he had finished his study. .

She explained to us that she was on a diet.

~ Verbs which fit into this pattern are:

announce - mention. report 'suggest remark
confess- point out say describe state
‘explain  propose complain

Passive: can be used with all verbs whiéh fit into
this patternrexcept compiain and remark.
It was reported to us-that he had finished his
study. |

Tt was explained to us that she was on a.diet.

I. Should or Subjunctive
We recommend (that) he (shbuld) join us.

Verbs which can occur in this pattern are:

agree command desire - propose .’
‘arrange consider disagree request
ask ~decide’ insist intend

suggest urge
Passive: There is only one possible passive cdnstruc~
tion for this pattern. The passive octcurs with

all verbs which fit into this pattern except

desire, disagree and insist.
It is recommended that he should join us.
Note: The sentence ""He was recommended’ to join us.'" will

be the passive equivalent of "Someone recommended

him to join us."

LAY
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J.1. Transitive verb + indirect yes-no question
1 asked if/whether he had left.
I didn't know if/whether he would come.

Verbs which occur in this pattern are:

doubt enquire forget not know
not say wonder ask
Passive:

It was asked if/whether he had left.

It was not known if/whether he would come,

Je2. Transitive verb +Vobject % indirect yes-no question
I asked you if/whether they have called you up.
Note: Only the verb ask can be used in this pattern.
Passive: |
You were asked if/whether they have called you
, .. , , _
Other verbs can oécur in negative constructions only.

They didn't tell me if/whether anyone had
' inform o

come,
I wasnt't told if/whefher:anyone had come;
informed ,
J33; Transitive verb +>indirect wh-question
| They never explained what'happehed'torher.
They don't know what to do. |
Passive: can occur with the verbs:
forget ask 7 show find out
know ~ understand remember -

what happened'to her was never explained.
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what to do is not known.

Transitive verb + object + indireéf wh-question
He told me where he had hidden his money.
They advised her where to go.
Verbs which fit intb this pattern are: -
advise remind ask |
show inform teach
Passive : Only one passive construction is possible..
I was told where he had hidden his money,

Sshe was advised where to go.

Transitive verb + to + objeét_+ indirect wh-question
‘He explained to us what he Had done.
Note: Verbs which fit into pattern H.3. also fit into
 this pattern.
Passive: The passivé constrﬁction is possible 6n this
model:
,\It was explained to us whét he had done.

It was reported to us how much money they spent;'

Transitive verb + indirect object + direct object
I showed you the house
They bring us some coconuts.

Verbs which only fit into this pattern, not pattern
- _

K.2. or K.3. are : afford, cost, bet, forgive, charge,
and guarantee,
Passives:_caﬁ be formed with all the verb which fit_into.

into this pattern except call, cost, cut,

fix, get, mean, reach, and wish. there are
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two possible passives for this pattern, See
Io?oloao
You were shown the house.,

The house was shown to you.

K.2. Transitive verb + direct object + to + indirect ob-

Ject. ;

He gave the book to Robeft.

Note; This pattern is preferred if the indirect ob-
ject is longer, for instance in this sentence:
‘n@give those papers to -the girl at the door.r

Verbs which fit into this pattern, but not into pat-

tern K.l. are:

announce describe mention report suggest
confess entrust . say . point out
demonstrate explain propose state

Some othér verbs which fit into this pattern but also

into pattern K.l. are:

allow - assign bring.' ~deny ..  do
get give grant leave | lend
offer pay | promise recommend sell
send show take tell” : write

Passive: can be used with all the verbs which fit in-

to this pattern except wish on the following

model:
A book was given to Robert.

Nothing was said to me about it.

K.5., Transitive verb + direct object + for + indirect ob-
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bty

Jject.

He provided books for Rebert.
This pattern is also preferred if the indirect object
is lénger.

Verbs which fit into this patterﬁ'are for instance:

book ~ ~call cook order » spare
bring | catch  find prepare leave
build change fix reach
buy choose get save

Passive: can be used with all verbs which fit into
this pattern except reach.

Books were provided for Robert.

Transitiververb'+ indirect object + preposition +
direct object,

We rgminded him of the'agreeﬁenf.
Passive: ﬁDitransitive verbs whose object must be in-
| troduced by a,prepositioﬁ (i.e;rditransitive

prepositional verbs) normally allow only one

26)

passive with the indiréCt ohject as subject.n
He was reminded of ‘the agreement.
Verbs which fit into this pattern are for instance:
- charge with compare to congratulate oﬁ

punish for blame for , accuse of

‘L.l. Transitive verb + object + object complement

They elected him captain.
" we found the house empty.-

We paiﬁted the wall blue,
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Passive: There is only one possible passive. The pas- .

‘sive can occur with all verbs which fit into

this pattern except have, like, wish, and
yant. _ ,
~He was elected captain.
‘The house was found empty.

The wall was painted blue.

L.2. Transitive verb + object + optional td be + comple-
.ment

We con31der him (to be) a fool
foolish.

Verbs which fit into this pattern are for instance:

déclare, find, prove, think.
" Passive:
He is considered (to be) a fool.
foollsh
L.3. Transitive verb +'object + to be + complement

We know him to be reliable.
a good worker.

Verbs which ‘fit into this pattern are for instance:

acknowledge judge believe " report
discover suppose- . feel ' imagine
Passive; ‘

He is known to be reliable,.
a good worker,

L.A, Transitive verb + obJect + as + complement

e regard hlm as an eccentrlc.
. brilliant.

- Verbs which fit into this pattern are for instance:
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accept consider | recognize count
acknowledge describe see -+ claim
treat look onr
Passive
He is regarded as an eccentric.

acknowledged brilliant.

\

Le5. They took him for an Italian.
mistook :

Passive:

He was taken for an Italian.

M. We consider it a pity to-infinitive -
" believe strange’ that-clause

think foolish

We consider it a pity-that’he treats you that way.
We believe it strange to go there alone. |
‘We think.it foolish to hire him.

Passive: can be used with consider

It is considered a pity that he treats you that

way.
N. We leave it to you to decide.
' ' : your discretion
‘passive:
It is left to you to decide.

your discretion

0. Intransitive verb + adjunct
Peter sat down.
The party lasted three hours.
Passive: Normally, there is no passive for this pattern,

but there are some exceptions:
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"someone sat on my.skirt.
My skirt was sat on.
Peter hasn't slept in his béd.

" His bed hasn't been éiept in.
pPeople have never walked this distanqe-under five
minutes before.

~ This distance has never been walked in_under
‘five minutes before.

we came to no conclusion.
~arrived at

No conclusion was come to,
arrived at.

+ Note: come to and arrive at can occur in passive only

when they are in figurative meaning/sense.

T.7.2. Impossibility of Active~pas$ive“Conversion

There are some conditions in which conversion from ™
active to passive voice is impossible. These conditions

are grouped into four parts:

O.7.2.1. verbs
There are some verbs which cannot occur in passive

voice,

Te7.2.1l.1. Intransitive verbs

"Intransitive verbs cannot be used in the passive;
since they do not have objects, there is nothing.to act as
‘the subject of a passive verb,n2?) some examples-of intran-

- sitive verbs are: die, arrive, smile, laugh, sleep.
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"T.7.2.1.2. Certain Transitive Verbs

ngome transitive verbs cannot be used in the pas-
sive, at least in certain of their meanings. Most of these
are f‘stative! verbs (verbs which referrto states, not ac-
tions, and which often have no progressive forms)." 28)_
Verbs which fit into this group are, for inStanée:
(1) Reciprocal verbs such as: resemble,” look like, equal,
aggree with, mean.
(2) vVerbs of cohtaining or the opposite such as:; contain,
| hold, lack, comprise. R
- (3) Verbs of suiting such as: quit, fit, becqme.
‘(4) Verbs of possessing such as: have, possess, own.
Examples;
T have a good book.
*A_good‘book is had (by me).
She lacks confidence.
‘*Confidehge is lacked.
The suit becomes her, |
*She isxbecome (by the suit).
Nita resembles her mother.
*Her mother is resembled (by’Nitaj;
Note: The verbs contain and hold occur in the passive but
| without a by—phraée. |
A‘million,books are contained in that library.

held

T.7.2.1.3. Transitive Verbs Used Intransitively.

Verbs like eat, write, and see are transitive verbs,
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but they can be used ihtransitively, and in that case,
they do not have passive forms.

Men eaﬁ to stéy alive,

He writes clearly.

A new born child sees but a new born kitten is blind.

" gchool opens at 7 otclock.
T.7.2.1.4. Verbs Having Passive Meaning But Active Forms

npransitive Verbs are sométimés used in a passivé
.sentence without being put into the passive voice." 29)
The floor feels rough. (It is rough when it is felt,)
'Sugar tastes sweet. (It is sweet when it is tasted;)
Your short story'reads well. (It sounds well when it
is read.)
That jeans will Qear thin. (It will become thinrwhen
it-is worn,) |
These verbs,db not occur in paésive form because they haVe
already had passive meanings although they appear in active

forms.
T.7.2.1.5. certain Prepositional Verbs

n"Not all prepositional verbs can be used in passive
structure, There are no clear rules about this; the student
has to learn, bne by oﬁe, which expressions can be used in
'the passive."-BO)
Examples: |

That bench is not to be sat on.

The baby has been very well looked after.
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*T was agreed with by everybody.
*The room was walked ihto.
nother pfépdsitional verbs do not occur in the passive
freely, but will do so under certain'conditions, such as
the presence of a pafticulab modal.UBl)
Visitors didnt't walk over the grass.
*The grass wasn't walked over,
Yisitors can't walk over the grass.
The grass can't be walked over.
Some prepositional verbs may océur in passive whenrthey

are used in figurative meaning, for instance, the verbs:

go into, arrive at, and look into,.

The murder case was very carefully gone into by the
police,

*The cave was very carefully gone into by the mountain

climbers.
. The same conclusion was arrived at.

*The Borobudur temple was arrived at.
T.7.2.1.6., Other verbs

Not all phrasal verbs and phrasal prepbéitional
rverbs can be.transformed from éctive-to passive; however,
there are no clear rules about this., so,rlike prepositional
verbs, the expressions which can occur or cannot occur in
passive should be learned by heart. ’

Also there are vérbs kike depend on which has pas-
sive meaning but actiye form. The verb depend on is rather:

different from the verbs listed in I.7.2.1.4. in that it is -
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never used with active meaning, Since.it already has a pas-

sive meaning, it doesn't occur in passive form, except in

the presence of a certain modal: can or could.

Her children depend on her,
*She is depended on by her children,

She can be depended on to help us,

L.7.2.2, Object

~

/

"The passive transformation.is blocked when there is
co-reference between subject and object, ie. when there are
reflexivé, reciprocal,ror possessiverpronounsrin the noun
phrase as object.”Ba)

(1) Reflexive pronouns
.Budi could see himself in the mirrdr.
*Himself could be seen in the mirror,
(2) Reciprocal pronouns
We could hardly see each other in the dark,
,  *Each other could hardly be seen in the dark.
(3). Possessive pronbuns
The girl wiped her hgnds.
*Her hands were wiped,

The teacher shook his head.

*[iis head was shaken (by the teacher).
H.7.2.3%. Meaning .

Sometimes, an active sentence doesn't have any pas-

‘sive equivalent because when it is tranformed into passive,

it expresses a different meaning, "A shift of meaning may
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accompany shift df voice in verb phrases contéining auxiii-
éries that have more than one meaning, e.g. shall, will and
can,133) | , )

Jane cannot do it.

It cannot be done (by Jane),
In the active sentence, can expresses ability, whereas in thé
passive éentence it‘expresses possibility. Even when can ex-
presées the same méaning in both voices; a shift of meaning
is still possible., |

Jane can't be taught. (She is unable to learn,)

He can't teach Jane., (He is unable to teach Jane.)
When there are no auxiliariesrsuch as can, will, etc., a shift
of meaning is also possible.
| I suppose ydu know how to cook rice.

(I think you know how to cook riééf)

You are supposed to know how to cook rice,

(It is your duty to know how to cook rice. You should

" know how to cook rice,)

I.7.2.4. Frequency of use,

"There is a notable difference in the frequency with
which the active and passive voices are used, The active is
generally the more common,'but there is considerable varia-
tion among individual texts, The passive has been found to
be as much as ten times more frequent in one text than ano-
ther. ... The passive is generally mofe commonly used in
informétive than in imaginative writing, notably in the ob-

Jjective, non-personal style of scientific articles and news
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items.”su)
A passive sentence, therefore, cannot be automatical-

ly used in place of an active sentence, They are'not simple

paraphrases of each other.

I.8., Negative passive sentences and interrogative passive

sentences,

Negative passive sentences are formed by adding not
to the first auxiliaries in the verb phrases. The interroga-
tive passive sentencés are formed-by shifting the position
of the firsf au#iliaries in the verb phrases with thé posi-

tion of the subject.

The table below shows the examples of negative and interfo—_

gative passive sentences,

‘Positive Negative : Tnterrogative

They are kept ... They aren't kept .. Are they kept ...?

They are being They aren't being  Are they being
-kept ... : " kept ... o kept ¢.e?

They were kept ... They weren't kept .. Were they kept ..?
They were being They weren't being Were they being
kept ... kept ... o kept ...7

They have been They haven't been Have they been
kept ... kept ... _ kKept ...?

They had been ~ They hadn't been Had they been
kept ... kept +.. kept ..?

- They will be kept.. They won't be kept.. Will they be
. : _ kept +..?

They are going to They aren't going Are they going
be kept ... to be kept ... to be kept ...?
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They would be kept... They wouldn't be Would they be

kept... kept ...?
They can/may be They.can't/may Can/may they be
kept... not be kept ... kept ...?
They can/may have They can't/may Can/may they have
been kept... not have been been kept...?
' kepteee
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CHAPTER IIT

ERROR ANALYSIS

After compqéingrand giving tests to English lan-
guage learners in JKIP Sanata Dharma and examining their
- writing papers in May 1986, the writer managed to obtain
enough data for the error analysisiwhich will be presented

in this chapter.

I0.l. The Source Of the Data

The necessary data for this error.analysis:are pro-
vided by the second semester students of the English De-
partment of IKIP sahata Dharma. They are gradﬁates of Se-
" nior Highschools who are supposed to have learned péssive
.Voice. They come from various provinces ih Indonesia,
therefore, the writer hopes they are répreSentative-enough
to be the source of data about the difficulties of learn-
ing péssive voice faced by Indonesian students;

They consist of students from D2 and D3 programs
and Sl program. In the following table, the number of stu-

1

dents providing the data is pfesented.

Program Group Number of students

sl A Yy
51 B L Sh
D2 - 20
D3 - 24

Total Number - 115
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IT.2. The Means of Obtaining the Data

Due to the difficulties to find time for giving

tests to the students, it was not possible for the writer

to give the same tests to the students. Therefore, the wri-

ter used three means of collecting the data.

1.

S1 program group A.

Examining the students' writing papers.

This means was used to obtain data from_the stuaeﬁts
of 81 program group A and B.

An active-péssive conversion test given by thé struc-

ture lecturer consisting of 25 items.

-Thié means was used to obtain'data from the students of

A test on passive voice consisting df three parts:
(a) A completion test consisting of 10 items.
(b) A conversion test consisting of 10 items.

(c) A translation test consisting of 20 items.

. This means was used to abtain data from the students of

D2 and D3 programs.

The tests given to the students of D2 and D3 pro-

grams and Sl program group A can be found in Appendix at

the last pages of this thesis..

TI.5. The Result of the Observation of Data

As the means used to collect the data are not uni-

formed, the data obtained by means of witing papers, for

instance, shouldn't be treated in the same way as thoSe'»

obtained by means of tests on passive voice. when one -
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writes a composition, bne willrnot\use passive voice very
often. Therefore, the possibility of making errors is
little. On the Other'hand, when one does a test on passive
voice, one has to apply onefé knowledge df passive voice
to every item in the test. Therefore, there is greater po-
Sibility'toimaké errors.

Another reason is that when one does a test on-pas—
sivé voice, one knows eXactly wha£ pattern one is expected -
to use in his answers. That is why one can concentrate
one's attention on the tested pattern, and this deéfeases
one's possibility to méke an error. On- thé other hand,
when one writes a composition, one has to use many-other
sentence patterns besides passive voice, oﬁe; therefore,
cannot concentrate on the passive voiée only. This makes»
him more likely to make an error in usingrpassive voice.

5till another reason is that when one writes a com-

position, one can choose to use patterns which are obvious-

ly correct to him, One can avoid using patterns the correct- .

ness of which one is not sure, In this way, one can avoid
making errors. When one does a test, one should use the
tested pattern, whether or not one masters it.

with respect to these reasons, the data obtained

from.each group of students will be treated separately.

IT.3.1 The Achievement of Each Group -

The following tables present'the data about the stu-
dents' mastery of passive voice. The mastery is shown by

the result of the tests and examination of Writing papers.
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Number of

Program Group Number of Percentage
passive items correct items of correct
items
51 A 128 94 73,44 %
sl B 245 197 80,4 %
\
2. Tests
Program - Group Number of Number of Percentage
passive items correct items of correct.
‘ : items
sl A 925 751 81,19 %
D2 800 511 63,87 %
D3 1960 664 69,17 %

‘From these tables, it
of D2 and D3 programs do not
well. They,cahnot achieve 75

set up by Curriculum 1975.

can be seén'that the students
master passive voice quite

% correct items, the limit

IT.5%.2. Individual Achievément

To have a more .speclfic and clearer idea of the stu-
dents' mastery of passive voice, the following tables pre-

sent the students' individual mastery.
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1. D2 program

Percentage of correct items Humber of students
95 - 100 % 1
85 - 95 % 2
757-85 % -2
65 - 75 % >
55 - 65 % 5
45 - 55 % 3
35 - L5 % 1
25 - 35 % -
15 - 25 % . 1
5-15 % -

0-5 % -

2. D3 program ,

percentage of correct items . Number of students

95 - 160 % .

85 - 95 % ;

75 -85 % 7

65 - 75 % . |
55 - 65 % 5
L5 - 55 % 1 '

35 - L5 % 3

25 - 35 % 1

'_l
\n
i
Mo
N
be; o

!




5-15 % -

0-5 % -
3., 81 program group A, tests

Percentage of correct items Number of students

95 - 100 % M
85 - 95 % |

75 - 85 % 19
65 - 75 % 6
55 - 65 % - 2
W5 - 55 % | i,
35 - 45 % i -
25 - 35 % -

15 - 25 % ’ - ’
5 ~15 % - -
0-5 % - -

4. Sl program group A, writing papers

'Percentage of correct items . Number of students

95 - 100 % P
85 - 95 % 1
75 - 85 % 7
65 - 75 % 7
55 - 65 % 4
45 - 55 % 6

55

- 45 % - . -
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25 - 35 % -
15 « 25 % -
5 -1 % -
0-5 % -

5. 81 program group B, writing papers

percentage of correcf items Number of students

95 - 100 % - 14
85 - 95 % | 4
75 - 85 % 7
65 - 75 % 5
55 - 65 % 2
45 - 55 % 3
35 - 45 % ' -
25 - 35 4 o -
15 - 25 % N _" -
- 15 ¢ ' -

0-5 % -

In the table below, the complete information about
the percentage of students in each group'who managed to

achieve 75 % correct use of passive voice is presented.

Program group Number of Humber of Percentage
students students who
achieve 75 ¢

81 A (test) Y4 29 | 78,4 %
sl A (w.p.) 37 20 | 54 - 4
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Sl B (W.p.) 3 25 73,5 %

D2 - (test) 20 , 5 ' 25 %
D3 - (test) 24 15 Sh,2 %

IT.4. The Type, the Percentage and the Total Number of

Errors

In the'discussidn of the tybe, the 'percentage and
the total nﬁmber'of errors, the data are treated as a
whole because whatevér the means of obtaining the data is,
the typés of errors indicated are more or less similar.
| In an erroneous ifem; sometimes the writer found
more than one error. Take for example this sentence:
They regard him as a genius.
A student convertgd it into paséive this way:
*He was regafd as a genius.
The student made two types of errdrs,.those aré; an error
in tensé used and an error in making the passive éonstruc-
tion-(to be + past participle). | |
Another example is the ‘translation of_this sentence:
Apakah sepeda saya akan diperbaiki hari ini 2
A student translated it as follows: 1
*Ts my bicycle will be repair today‘?
The studentrmade two types of erfors namely: an error in
question construction and an error in making the passive
construction (to be + past participle),

Due to the above reasons, the total 841 erroneous

items can produce 864 errors., These errors will be classi-~
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fied in the following table, together with the percentage

of each type of errors compared to the total number of er-

rors.
No Type of errors Total Percen-
' number tage
of errors
I. VERB FORMS 418 48,38 %
1. “wrong to be (concord) 118 13,66 %
2. Wrong tense 125 1h, 47 %
3., Failure to make passive con- - 104 12,04 %
struction (to be + past par-
ticiple)
L wfong spelling'of'the past 32 3,7 %
participle , ‘
5. Failure to construct the cor- 39 L4y51 %
rect form of to be
II. MEANING 42 4,86 %
1. Passive sentences for active 3L 3,93 9%
meaning and the other way
_ around _ :
2. Verbs are not suitable for 5 0,58 %
'~ passive sentences
5. . Subject and object do not .3 0,35 %
change in conversion’ : -
III. AGENT : ' 130 15,05 %
l. Unnecessary agent -121 14 %
. ' \ .
2. vrong choice of agent 1 : 0,11 %
3. Wrong position of agent 1 0,11 %
L. %Wrong agent pronoun' 1 - - 0,11 %

S



Iv.

2.
3.

VI.

VITI.

No agent preposition 'by!
wrong agent preposition
(tby' is replaced by 'for')
NEGATIVE STATEMENTS AND
QUESTIONS

Positive sentences for negative
meaning

wrong question construction
Yes-no question is confused
with wh-question

ADVERBS

Wrong position of adverbs

SUBCLAUSES

Wrong position of subclauses

COMPLEMENTS

Object complement in active
sentences becomes subject

- 1n passive sentences

wrong posiﬁion of complements
PREPOSITIONS

wWrong choice of prepositions‘
added 1n conversion

Omission of necessary preposi-~

tion tto!

Addition of unnecessary prepo-
sition ' '

Preposition 'of* is Treplaced
by preposition 'by!

Wrong position of preposition

67

56

12
56

25

11
52

18

0,46
0,23

7575 %

0,81

6,48

0,46

0,81

1,39

L4, 17

2,89

0,11

65

R

R R

R

of -

;0

o/

. /0

/0

o -
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3]

IX. SP

b

"CIAL CONSTRUCTION

Failure to make a special 86 9,95 %
~construction passive

X. OTHERS

1. Complete failure _ Ly 0,46 %
2. No answer ] | 13 1,5 4
3. Not complete answers - 17 - 1,97 %

The examples of each-type of errors are presented

in the Appendix, at the end of this thesis.

II.5. The Possible Causes of Difficulty

In this secﬁiqn, the writer preéénts the béssible
causesrof difficulty in learning paésive voice, which are
: predicted partly based'on the errors made by ﬁhe students
édnd partly on the writer's library study and observation.

_The pOSsible causes of difficulty in this thesis
will be divided'into three gfoups. The first is the possi-
ble causes of difficulty whiéh lie in thé nature of the
target language itéelf.'This will be discussed in section
II.5.1. The second is thé possible causes ofjdifficuity
which are relatedrto the present teéching techniques which
are-commonly applied. The third is the possible causes of
difficulty which are related to the students! mother tongue;
in this case, Indonesian language. The latﬁervtwo groups

wi}l be discussed in sections II.5.2. and 1I.5.2.
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IT.5.1. The Possible Canses of Difficulty which Lie

in the Nature of the Target Language Itself

m.5.1.1. Complicated Variations of Verb Forns

From the table showing types:of errors made by_the
students, it is obvious that the students made the most
errors in verb forms. This is the greatest source of dif-.

ficulty which involves almost 50 % of the total number of

- errors,

The verb forms in passive voice vary greatly accord-

ing to the tenses, Some students are unable to identify the
basic verb form of passive voice, that is to be + past
participle. Even when they are able to do so, it is still
difficuit for them to recognize or to producé this basic
verb form in its various représenta£ions in various

tenses. Actually, the verb form is not so difficult to
master, The variations are systematic and, thereforé, easy
to master if the students also master the - verb forms of

all the tenses, The problen is that most of'the students

do nof yet master the verb forms of the tenses. This is

either because they are not motivated enough to memorize

the verb forms or because they have already had difficult- "

ies to master the tenses,

Some students ﬁndefstand what is explained to them
in the claés about the verb form of each tense, They are
able tordo the exercises following the explanation weli.
However, aftef'some time, they begin to fofggt the verb

form, or tiey confuse the verb form of a tense with that
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of another tense. One way to avoid this 1s memorizing the
‘verb forms and the tenses-in which they occur, iowever,
only a few students are motivated enough to do so. If the
students do not memorize the verb form of each tense as
it is learnsd, the verb forms of the tenses will get mixed
up and the students will feel it very difficult and less
interested in learning them again. \

The question of motivation, however, is not the
thing to be discussed in this thesis. In spite of this,
we should find a:way to make the task of memorizing the
verb forms casier, and to make the students think of this
task as a notASo—difficult oné, because the mastery of
verb forms is essential in learning passive voice.

- The difficuities in learning the tenses, although
they affect the master&yof passive voi@e; aré not to be

discussed in this thesis.

IL.5.1.2. No clear Boundary Between When One Should
Express the Agent in Pnssive Sentences and When

,

One Should Not

The presence of an agent is not sorimportant in
passive sentences. Therefore, the agent is often left out,
In the case of.the data obtained by the writer, what hap-
peﬁed is the opposite, The students expressed the agénts
almost whenever they.héd the chance, About 14.% of thé_
errors made by the studenfs are errors of expressing

agents unnecessarily. -
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It is in fact quite difficult to judge whether an
agent is necessary Or unnecessary becauserit is relative,
An agent is necessary if it is considered quite i@portant'
to make ﬁhe senténce in which it occurs meaningful and
complete. The importancerof an agent, therefore, depends
on thejmeaning of the sentence. In a composition it also
depends on the context,

" There is not doubt that the correct expression of

an agent depends entirely on whether a student senses its

importance by considering the context., As we kndw, this is

not a simple nor easy task. It requires sensitiyity and
common sense which are difficult to find in the SMA stu-
dents since a lot of them are already distasteful of Ehg-
lish, or they do not have enough kno&ledge of Erglish to
enable them to go further than a ﬁere dnderstanding of

the meaning of the sentences,

Il.5.1.3. Similar Sentence Patterns Can Have Differentr

Passive Equivalents

As the writer has observed from her learning experi-
ence, other teachers' teaching techniques, and the result
of the test, many teachers teach passive voice by compar-

ing it to the active counterpart, This makes the students

think of passive voice by way of conversions and makes them .

greatly influenced by the active constfuction. How-

ever, they have difficulties in.conversing certain patterns

which are not Very‘familiar to‘them with, Forrinstance: They



‘70

convert a specialrconstruction in the same way as they

convert another similar construction they are already fa-

miliar with. .
They has made my uncle captain.

They  told him  a story.

" These constructions logk similar, but in fact they are

examples of very different constructions.

They had made my uncle captain.
o 0 0.C.

My uncle had been made captain.
*A captain had been made to my uncle.

*A captain had been made for my uncle.

They told him a story.
Ol 0

2
He was told a story.
A story was told to him.

This kind of error is often made because the students can

‘not differenciate similar patterns as a result of inade

gquate knowledge of senténée patterns.

The studentst' inadequate knbwledge of,seﬁtence pat-
terns also creates'minof errors which are fairly disturbf
ing such as:

(a) The wrong position of subclauses modifying nouns
The shop 1s displaying the books you are interes-
ted in.

*The books are displayed you are interested ih.

The books you are interésted in are being display—'

ed.




(b)

(c)

- (d)

(e)

(f)

(8)
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wrong position of Object Complement
They regard him as a genius.
*As a genius he is regarded.
He is regarded.as a genius.
Wrbng position of agent
*A1ll the chicken had been fried before you came
o help by them. :
All the chicken had been fried bj them before
you.came to help.
wrong position ofrprepOSitions
.*The flag was put the sand castle on by them.
| The flag was put on the sand castle (by them).
Omission of necessary prepositions |
*The old building will be shown them.
The old building will be shown to them.
Addition of unnecessary preposifions
*We ére promised of higher wages.
We are promised higher wages.
wrong poéition of adverbs
*We always are forced to obey his orders.
We are always’forCed to obey his orders.

some more examples of these types of errors .can be

found in Appendix at the end of this thesis.

IM.5.1.4. Special Constructions Have Special Ways of Trans-

ordinary way, that is by chénging the object of the active

formation from Active to Passive Voice.

Some sentence patterns can not be made passive in the

4
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sentence into the subject of the passiVe'sentenée and us-
ing the passive verb phrase instead of the active one.
These special patterns are referred to as special construc-
tions in this thesis.
Examples:
wé recommend that he should go.
It is recommended that he should go.
we saw the door safely locked.
| fhe door was seen to be safely locked.
I believe tha# he is ill,
He is believed to be ill.
The special constructions also refer‘to patterns which are
more or less unfamiliar to SMA students such as:
People spéak well of my friend cyril.
They took him for an Italian. “
He took great care of his wife.

The difficulty in converting special constfuctions
into passive is reflected on the amount of errofs made by
the students, that is 9,95 % of the total érrors . Some er-
rors are made probably becéuse the students do noﬁ }ecog—
nize the sentence patterns. This is shown by the chaotic
order of the words.

Exémples:
People séy that he is mad.
It is salid that he is mad.
He i$ said to be mad.
*He is said that he is mad.

*{e 1s said as a mad.
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*Je is said that is mad.
*He is mad is said. _
gome other errors are made probably becauée the students
see a similarity between the seemingly-correct pattern and
another pattern they know. |
People speak well of my friend Cyril.-
My\friend—cyril is spoken well of.
*My friend cyril is well spoken.
The last sentence is similar to the following sentence.
siamef Raharjo is well knbwn.
Probably, the student: whd wrote the last sentence felt
that it waé more reasonable to be the corréct passive sen-
‘tence compared to the actually correct one.
| The difficulty faced by the students in converting
special sentence patterns is a result.éf the students' in-
adequate knowledgé of sentence patterns, and also of the
students? felativély poor vocabulary. Take for instance
the active sentence:"They took him for an Italian." If the
students know the meaning of the verb rtake for', that is
~'consider wrongly', they will make it passive this way{
He was takenlfOr an Italian,
They will not make it'passive as follows:
" *An Ttalian wasvtaken for him.
*An Ttalian was taken him for,
The above two séentences dornot have the same meaning as
the active sentence, and therefore, the student Qill knowr

‘that the sentences are not -correct.
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1.5.1.5. There Aré No Clear_Rﬁlés About Vverbs Which cén.
Occur in Passive, Especially for Prepositional
Verbs, Phrasal Verbs and Phrasal Prepositional
Verbs. |
The studenfS'and a lot of teachers are left in the
dark and have to search theip way themselves, They usually
decide which verbs can occur in passive bésed on their
feelings because it is impossible for them to meﬁorize all

verbs which can or cannot occur in passive.

Ir.5.1.6. In Consequeﬁce ofrthe Ccomplicated Variations of
passive Verb Forms, Vafious Auxiliaries Are{ﬁsed
and This Makes the Formulation of'Negative sen-~
tences and Questions Is Aléo Cbmblicated. |

Negative senteﬁces are made by édding not to the
auxiliaries whereas questions are méde by shifting the po-
sition of the subject and the auxiliéryﬁ when the auxili-
aries of two passive sentences are not the same, the sen-
tences are put into negative and questions inrdifferent‘
ways.

She was killed instantly.
Was she’ ~ ~killed instantly.

She was not killed instantly.

They will be informed immediately.
Will they - be informed immediately.

They will not be informed immediately.
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TT.5.1.7. There Are No Clear Cut Rules About When Passive
Voice Can Be Used More Appropriately than Active

Voice and the Other Way Around.

Despite the déscription about the.uses.of paésive
voice in chapter II, in fact it is 'still not clear when
‘English language learners can use passive voice more apprb4
priately than active voice and the other way around because
there are no clear cut rules about this.

when the agent 1is nof important; it is obvious that
passive voice is more appropriate to use, %hen the agént
is important, we can use either passive or active voice.
What is the basis of choosing to use passive voice instead
of active voice ? This'choice should -be taken with sensi-

tivity by considering the style of writing and mapy more

considerations which students normally find difficult.

IT.5.2. The Possible Causes of Difficulty which Lie in{the

Present Teaching Techniques

Teachers of English normally teach passive Voice by
relating it to the active voice.
(1) They may'intrbduce the passive voice by converting an
active sentence. The ordinary procédure is:
. The teacher writes an‘active’sentence on the Black—
board.
. [le converts it to get a passive sentence.
. He explains that the two séhtences have the same méa—

ning. : S -
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. He identifies the basic verb form of passive voice,-
that is to be + past participle.

. He and the students do more conversion activities

.to introduce passive sentences of different tenses.

. He gives exercises in the form ofconversion for.fure

ther practice.

(2) They may introduce the passive basic'verb_form by tran-

slatiou, and then the exercise is given in the form‘of

conversion. The ofdinary'procedure is:

. He introduces the basic verb fqrm of passive yoice.

. He, gives the student an IndoneSian passive sentence,

. The students translate the sentence into English
with his help. |

. He gives the students other Indonesian passive sen-
tences which can‘elicit English passive ssntences of
different tenses.

. The studentsrtranslate the sentences into Enélish,
in thisrway practicing the basic verb form of'passive
in different tenses, | ‘

. He gives an exampls of active-passive conversion and

then gives conversion exercises for further practice.

| In‘either way,_convérsion comprises a great part of
| the learning teaching process. These techniques of teaching
are based on the assumption that it is best to start learn-
ing sOmething from what we already know and are familiar
with., This assumption is not a bad bne, however, when it is
applied to the teaching of passive voice, some problems

‘arise.
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when teachers use conversion as the primary means
of teaching and practicing péésive voice, there is a danger
that the students will be influenced by the active cons-
truction. Ronald V. White gives his comment on this in his
article Teaching the Passive;

"Teaching the use of passive voice constitutes a
problem area in many language courses. Often it
is treated as a transformation exercise, the stu-
dent being required to rewrite active statements
as passive ones. The result can be a confusion

of forms, with a combination of elements which
are neither active nor passive.(p.1388)" 1)

Ronald V. White mentions a confusion of forms as
the result of using too much convefsion_in the teaching of
passive voice, for instanée:

*fhe rainbow is could seen in the South.
The rainbdw could be seen in the soﬁth.
Other examples can be found in Appendik; Examples of Each

Type of Errors, section [.3. and I.5. In fact, there are

© some more Shortbomings of this teaching technique.

(l) The students tend to look upon passive voice just as a
paraphrase of the active and they tend to use it iﬁ the
same circumstances as the active. Actuaily, active sen—
tences are used in different situations from passive
sentences, This has’been discussed in II.5. éhdII.?.E.u.
in Chapter TI. It is also pdssible'that a passive sen-
tence has a meaning that is different ffom the active
sentence from which it is transformed, For further ex-
planation, we can read again II.?QE.}.,in Chapter II.
S0, a passive sentence can't always be used to replace

the active equivalent, This is obvious in the example
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below. A student wrote this in his composition:
They arrived at the beach, After that the sand

was played by them while their parents were swim-

2)

ming.
The passive sentence in the above example is not proper-
ly used., It is more appropriate to use an active aen-
tence,

'They‘arrived at the beach. After that they played

with the sand whilé their parrents were swimming.
The students will make such a mistake because in coﬁ-
version activities they are given the impression thaf
the two ﬁoices are alternative ways of saying the same

meaning.

The natural use of passive voice may become less clear

' énd more difficult to Qstablish<in the studentst mind.

Ronald V. Wwhite also confirms this:
"Furthermore, the actual function of the pas-
sive, as a means of describing a sequentially
ordered process, may not be obvious to the
student as a result of such practice exercises

(p. 188).m 3) |
It is very difficult for the students to learn the na-
tural uses of pa§sive voice from conversion exercises

because:

(a) Conversion exercises usually emphasize on the forms

bf the verbs only, and they are done mechanically.

(b) The passive sentences produced in coﬁversion are
some?imes hardly ever,used in the natural use of
‘Inglish,

why didn't they tell me the truth- about this 2X)

[
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why wasn't I told the truth about this ?
Miss Hartini was not giving us a reading text
then.5) 7
A reading text was not being given then,
Everybody will see this film soon.6)
This film will be seen soon.
A.S. Hornby says something about this which con-
firms the above point.
nif the'passive voice is taught through
grammatical rules, there is the danger
that pupils (and even some teachers)may
produce sentences that are unlikely to
be heard or seen outside the classroom,
To convert 'T ate a good breakfast'. to
'A good breakfast was eaten by me! may:
illustrate rules, but it is a wrong and
harmful procedure, It results in arti-
ficial English. (p.91)m 7)
(3) In conversion, it is sometimes difficult'to state whe-
'ther or not an agent is neceésary to be expressed in
the—passive sentence. The agent is an optional element
in a passive sentence., It is expressed only when it is
‘necessary. However, it is sometimes difficult for both
the teacher and the Student to decide whether'the agent
is necessary to be expressed or not because the sen-
tences used in conversion are usually out of context.
- Normally, they are sepafated individual sentences,
~while the presence of an agent is determined on the ba-
sis of whether it is important according to the context,
Example:

Is the headmaster going to ask the students ques-~

tions about-Diponegoro ?8)
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Are questions about Diponegoro gbing to be asked

to the students by the headmaster K
In the example above, the agent is important to be ex-
pressed to avoid confusion because normally it is a
history teacher who asks students questions about Di-
pohegoro. However, when the sentenbe becomes a part of
a text where 'the'headmaéter"as‘the agent has been
discussed breviously, it may notkbe necessary to ex-
press the agent. _

Mary took the book from the desk. 9)

The book was taken from the desk by Mary.

Is Mary important to be mentioned in the second exam-

"ple 2 If the-sentences above are meant to answer the

question:"where did Mary take that book ?” or "Where
was the book taken from 2", by-agent is more'likely
considered not important. Howevér, if the sentences
are'méant to answer the gquestion:'yho took the book
from the desk 2", the agent is very important; in this

case, the more'appropriate answers will,éctually be:

"Mary did,n or "It was taken by Mary."

Questions about the presence of an agent may
arise in the students' mind during the conversion exer-
cises, and teachers should give reasons why it should

be present in one item and not in another,

The students may produce passive sentences through the
process of conversion in their mind. Since they are ac-~
customed to producing passive sentences through conver-

sion, they may do it unconsciously when they are writ-
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ing a composition, that is when they are supposed to
use péssive automatically and naturally. This explains
why a student made this error in a composition;
*Qur hands were clapped in happiness.
In fécﬁ the student should have written: "We clapped
- hands happily." The student probably wanted to use pas-
sive voice, so he simply converted thé active sentence
kept in His mind into passive and used it without even
realizing that the verb 'clap hands' never occurs in

passive.

Hgving discussed about the shortcomings of conver-=
sion exercises, we can get the idea that conversion exer-

cises should be limited in use. On the other hand, it can =

not be denied that conversion 1s easy to conduct and it

doesn't need avlot of preparation‘oﬁ the part of the tea-
cher, There are a lot of exercise books which contain con-
version exeréises. The teécher need not compose thelr own
sentences, HoweVer, knowing that conversion also has some
shortcomings, we should try to search for an alternative

way of teaching and practicing passive voice.

IT.5.3. The Possibility of Interference from the Mother

Tongue

.An interference from the mother tongue caﬁ always
happen because we are accustomed to thinking and express-

ing ourselves in the mother tongue, in this case, the Indo-

nesian language. The target language, Tnglish, is different
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from Indonesian language in many parts. One of them is in
its passive constructiohs, These differences,may be the
cause of interference mistakes made by the students when
they are learning the English passive voice.

- Before discussing further about interference, we
need to know at least a little ahout Indonesian passive

constructions,
"IT.5.5%.1. Indonesian Passive Constructions

Unlike the English language, Indonesian passive con-
structions are formed with the addition of affixes to the
verb stem or with the constructions of pronoun + verb stem

and proper noun + verb stem,

(1) Affix + verb stem
Affixes that ére added to the verb stem can, be
divided into (a) prefixes and (b) the Combination of
prefixes and suffixes. The prefixes used to form a
passive construction is the prefixés di- and ter-.
Examples: . '
| iereka dipukul ayah.

Dia Eé£bunuh dalam kerihutan itu; o /
The combinafion of prefixes and suffixes used to form
a pgésive construction are ke-an and di-nya,

. Examples:
Diargghujangg di jalan,

- Kucing itu dipukulnya.

(2) Pronoun + verb stem
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The pronouns used in this construction are for-
instance: ku, kau, saya, kamu, dia, kami, mereka,
Examples:

Dia kudorong keras-keras.
.Pisang itu kau makan |

Rumah itu mereka jual dengan harga tinggi.
(3) Proper noun + verb stem

Examples:
Buku yang Ani pinjam itu tidak menarik isinya

Nyamuk itu Ali bunuh

- The agent is marked with the preposition 'oleh' but
this preposifion can be omitted.
Keledai itu dicuri olehnya.
Keledai itu dicurinya.

Keledai itu dia curi

Ol.5.3.2. Differences Which Probably Create Interference

Mistakes

From the differences between English paSSive voice
and Indonesian passive voice, some possible areas of inter-
ference can be predicted. | | |
(1) English agent preposition by cannot be omitféd whereas

Indonesian agent preposition can, The studentsvmay con-
fuse them and omit the agent preposition Qx; Some'of_

this kind of ﬁistake appear in the data (See Appendix:

Examples of Each Type of Errors II.5.).

. The books in the library can be borrowed everybody

who 1is interested,
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Some verbs are passive in Indonesian, but they appear
in éctive-form in English although they still sxpress
passive meéning.. |
Kopi itu terasa pahit.
The coffee tastes bitter.
Suaranya terdengar meyakinkan,
Her voice sounds convincing
Batu itu terasa kasar,
The stone feels rough.ll)
Anak-anak itu tergantung kepada saya.
The children depend on me.
Dia terbukti bersalah,
He proves td guilty,.
Some students made these mistakes:

*The children are depended on me,

*He is proved to be guilty.

- They may also make these mistakes:

*The coffee is tasted bitter,
~*Her voice is sounded convincing.

*The stone is felt rough.

Some verbs look like passive in Indonesian, but they are
active in English. |
Linda terjatuh’déri pohon kemarin.
Linda fell down from a tree yestefday.
Kecelakaan itu terjadi di depan rﬁmahku.»
. The accident happened in front of my house.
Some mistakes with the verb Qgppggiappear in the data

(Appendix: Examples of Each Type of Errors II.2.).
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*L was 9 years old when this was happened.,

*What we guess before was happened,

*When I got home, I didn't tell anything that was

happened to me, |

(4) Some sentences are'passive in Indonesién, but:the same

meéning,is not expressed\in passive voice in English.,
Active voice 1s used instead of péssiye. This is possi-
ole since passive voice is used in Indonesian much more
frequently than in Engiish. |
Example .

Buku vang dibelinya kemarin sangat mahal.

*The book which was bought by him yesterday is very
expensive, |
It is more appropriate, in this case, to use active

voice,

. The book which he bought yesterday is very expensive;
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CHAPTER TV

SUGGESTIONS TO IMPROVE

THE ACHIEVEMENT OF LEARNING PASSIVE VOICE

rrom the discussion about the possible causes of

difficulty in Chapter II, we can draw some conclusions:

1.

Before learning passive voice, the sfudénts should mas-
ter tenses and their verb forms quite well. The mastery
of tense-verb-forms is vital because the complicated
Variation of passive/verb forms is based on the tenses,
conversion éhouldn't be used too much. When it is used,
the active sentences should Ee carefully selected so
that they produce passive sentences which are usedyin

natural conversations outside the classroom; and it

should be clear from the meaning of the sentence whe-

ther the agent is important or not.. The students should
also be informed that the active and passive Voiées are
not exactly the same in meaning and use,

conversion from aétive.to passive.is a complicated pro-
ceés, There are patterns which cannot be put into pas-
sive and those which can are puf into passive in differ
ent ways., There are alsérverbs which occur in active
but not iﬁ passive and_some othef conditionsrwhiCh maxe

trensformations into passive impossible. Tt is possible

that the students will get confused because they should

'_J

Q

e

ro so0 many patterns and rules, If the patterns and
vervgs are learned directly in, passive, it will be sim-
pler and easier for the students.

The students need scusitivity to determine whether an
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agent is important or nOt because_thére;are no rules

avout this. They should determine it by considering the
context. This sensitivity can’bevacquired through a lot
of practice and éXpOSure to the use of passive with or

“without agents. Such sensitivity is also necessary to

\

decide when to use passive voice and when to use active

voice..

Based on these Cogclusions, the.writer tries to put
forward some suggestions which hopefully can improve the
achievement of learning.passive voice. These suggestions
are: \ |
1. Whe Approach of Teaching Passive Toice

In,DH.5.2. in Chapter II, we have discusséd the ten

‘dency of using conversion as the main part of teaching and

~

practicing passive voice, and its shorfcomings. In.this
thesié, the wrifer wants to suggest an alternative approach
of teacning passive voice; that is, teaching passive voice
“as one of the verb forms, just iike—onerof the tenses. This
means that passive constructions‘are introduced not ﬁhrough
-conversion process and 1t 1is not learned in palrs with the
active construction.

Thié approach is meant to avoid too much influence
from the active construction_and‘to avolid the too;heavy
task of learning patterns ana verbs both in. passive and ac-

tive voices.

2. The Procedure of Teaching
, &

Based on the spproach described above, the writer
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suggests a procedure of teaching passive voice. It is di-

vided into some steps:
Step I : Introducing the idea of passive and active voice

In this step, the teacher explaiﬁs the idea of pas-
sive and active voice. A sentence is a passivé sentence
when the subject suffers from the action éxpressed in- the
verb, and it is active when the subject does the action
expressed in the verb. The teacher had better not use the
same sentence to describe the two voices, for instance:

The student'finished the homework.

The homework was finished (by the studenf).
This may make the students divide\their attention to the
difference between the verb forms 'finished' and ?was fi-
nished', For the first time, let then coﬁcentrate their
attention on the difference of ideas, not the verd forms,
because the verb forums are complicated andrconfusing.
The teacher had better use separated sentences as follow:

They built the hbuse in 1980.

The fish has been eaten up.-

The man was taken to thé»hospital.

‘The nurse has examined me.

o

raciic

h,j

The teacher gives some sentences Cdnsisting of ac-
tive and passive‘voices to the students and ésk.them to
identify whether a sentence is active or passive. The tea-
cher has to make sure that the students understand the

2

meaning of every word in the sentences so that they dontt

have any ¢ifficulcy.
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a.

Step IT : Introducing the basic passive verb. form and its-

variations according to the context.

Thé variations of the verb form afe vefy compliéa-
ted, The students are usually not.very motivatéd to learn
them, so it is important that the teacher makés the task
look easy and assures them that it is easy 1if they try.

The writer suggests this procedure:

1

IT.l. The teacher tells the students that the basic passive

verb form is to be + past participle,.

AS;

IT.

change, but to be can change according to the tenses.

“Together with the students, the teacher lists the

—
—
*
AN
*

verd forms of- all tenses that the students have

learned and writes the list on the blackboard.

—
—
.

o~
*

but the verb is put in the brackets in the stem form.

The students are'required to change the verb in the
brackets.into the correct baSsive verb phrase accor-
ding to.the tense indicated at the and of. the sén—
,tence..
ixample: .
This quarrel (forget) in a few years!' fime.
(Fut) 1)
mith the teacher's guide, the students are required
to find the form of to be first, that is, by putting
thne verb to be into the verb form of the tense re-

aqulred.,

Lxeumple:

The teacher explains that the past participle doesntt

The teacher gives the students some passive sentences
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“uiure tense o will/shall + stem

i
5

- ~omi-0of to Dbe : will/shall + be
vent, they add the past participle form of the main
veryu, that is, forgotten., .

The passive sentence produced will be

5

a

This quarrel will ve forgotten in a few years!'

If the zludents forgel the verv form of a tense, thacy

mazy look at the verb forms written oun the blackooard.

vil1ll feel that the task 1s ecasy. At

students improve thelr mastery of

6]

tense-verv-forms by using them,

m

mrgctice:

he exercises given are the same as the activities

=3

in step Il.i. above. after sometime, the teacher may erase

the list of Leuse-verp-iforms on the blackooard and the stu-

dents try to 4o the exercises without any help.

o
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“he practice can be done using a text or sentences.
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at the context, the studen

ts are regulred
to revwrile tae texi, changing the veruv in the bracketls in-

o tne correct vero parase of either active or passive .

quilred 1s ludlcwted alter the vero in
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Example: : _ .

one day shortly after my third child’(bear)(past),
I'(receive)(pasﬁ).a note from another young mother, a
friend of mine who (live)(past). just three blocks from
me, We (not see)(past perfect) each other all winter.
wgi, friend," she (write)(past). "I (think)(pre-
sent) of you often. Someday we (have)(futqre) time to |
spend tdgether like in the old days. Keep plugging.
I (know)(present) you're a suﬁer mother, See you soon,
I (hope)(present)." It (sign)(past): "Your friend on

hold, Sue Ann{"z)

The rewritten text will be:

1.

One day shortly after my third child was born,

Ireceivedanoté ....0.0....l;...0.0'..00..0......0..

weoesss 1t was signed ; tyour friénd on hold, Sue Ann.,"

‘Notes:

It is better if the text used in this step is taken from
English arficlés so that the students are éxposed to the
natural use of English, hot classroom English,

when the text provides enough clues and when the stu-
dents are ready for 1it, thisrkind'of exercise can be

done without any help in indicating the tenses, So the

students are required to decide by themselves which tense

to be used.

The teacher should make sure that the students understand

every sentence in the text. The difficult words can be

given a short 'note indicating their meaning.



Step IV :

ing to the uses in which the agent i1s important.
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Introducing and,when it is possible, practicing
each use of passive voice, starting from the uses

in which the agent is not‘important, and proceed-

The teacher introduces one use of passive voice, and

when itt's possible, gives some practice on that use.

Exanmple:

(l) The teacher explains that passive voice is used to des-

cribe a process.

The practice given to the students is, for instance,

the

practice suggested by Ronal V.White in his article Teaching

the Passive which, having been

(a) The teacher selects a text

of a process.

simplified, is as follows:

containing the deséription

(b) He reads the text twice or three times and the students

make a diagram to describe

Example of the diagram;3>

‘MILK

v]is,produced] :

Tisg delivered]

Lf#-is Weiéhed}

[-ﬂis'testedj

Cream
- /7
. is separated
Milk T
heat . bottles
l b cratesg

the process with his help.

is pasteur
ised

is is bottled
cooled

is
delivered

Teat 72°F

‘+kre pracked
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(C) The students reproduce the text in written form'using
necessary conjunétions.
‘The text which is expected to.be reproduced is for ins-
tance: | | h
Milk is produced.on dairy farms. The milk
'is delivered to a factory by tanker. The milk
is weighed -and then it is tested. Next, the
milk is separated, After this the milk is pas-
teurised at a temperature of 72°F. Then it is
-cooled. Next, it is bottled. After this, the
bottles are packed into crates. rlnally, the
milk is delivered to customers 4)
(2) The teacher explains that passive volce is used in situ-
ations of social and historical significance ié. when
the work reéulting from the action is as well or better
-known than the performer, as in the case of famous mu-
sic, writing, paintings and inventions.
To practice thiS'use; the teacher can ask questions about
well known'books,"pdéms and plays and their authors, well
known paintingé and their painters, well known songs and
their composers or sihgeré and.well known inventions,with
their.inventofs; etc. | |
Example;
Have you.read 'Hamlett* 2 It was written_by Shaker~
speaf§.5> | |
The above sentences are meant to be the example for the
students. Next the teacher can ask queétiohs this way:
Have you read the poem called 'Aku' 2
(or: Do you know the poem called 'pku' 2 )
‘If the answer is 'yesi, the teacher can proceed with this
questidn: |

¥ho wrote it ¢
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‘The teacher guides the students to produce theranswer{

Tt was written by chairil Anwar.
‘The next questions can be:

Do you know the painting called 'Monalisat' 2

who painted it ?

Have yOu/seen the film 'Ibunda"é wWho directed.it_?
The teacher should choose names and titles which are fami-
liar to the students, both from our own country and other

countries,

Practice for each use of passive voice is necessary
lto’establish the habit of using passivelvoice properly.
fhis practice should be designed by the teacher himself be-
cause there are hardly any exercise books which provide
exercises of this kind, Therefore, it depends largely on

the creativity of the teacher.

Step v : Comparing English passive constructions to Indone;
siah passive constructions and giving theliﬁfor-
mation about where interference.mistakes usually
occur.

some mistakes are made because of intereference from,

'the.mother tongue. This 1is discussed in II.5.%. in Chapter

I, The’students should be informed about this se that they

can correct themselves when they make such mistakes, or at

leést they are aware thét they may make such mistakes -

thus become more careful.

Step VI : Introducing Conversion to show the relation be.
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tween active amd passive voice; and givipg infor-
mation about the conditions in which théractive
constructions camnot be transformed into éassive.'
To give a cléarer and more thdrough idea of passive -
voice and its uses, convefsion may be introduced,»but at
the latter Stép of teaching, when the stﬁdents have acqui-
Vred the habit bf using péssive‘vdice without comparing it
. td ﬁhe adtiVe, sb,thét the stqdents are not,influenced by
the»aCtive}Coﬁstructiohs and thef'accep% convefsidﬁ only

- as a comparison, -

General notes:

1. Phrasal Verbs;‘prepqéitional’verbs énd phrasaliprepdSi—
tional verbs'can;bebuséd in step iIiand III so that the
'Studentsrare accﬁstomed'to seeiﬁg énd»uéingrsomé of them
'*Whigh cénrqccﬁr ih passive.‘The‘feachér shoulq make éure'
thgt the students understand their meanings. In this

 way, they learn Whiéh vérbs.éan é;cur>in passi§‘

easily compared to conversion.

2.7Som¢ special.pat£erns, for instance,,patferns>with an 7' -
, ihtroductory ii with passive: | |
'.rIt is récommended ﬁhat he Should wait in Singapore. -
are also used in step II and III so that those pattérns
_are famiiiar to the students. To make them more familiar,
a substitution exercise may be conducted.
Example: o |
’It is recomménded that he should wait in Sihgapore.

It is recommended that she should sleep at the ho-



97

tel
It is suggested that she should sleep at the Iotel.
Tt was suggested that she should sleep at the ho-

tel.

5 Paséive negative sentences‘and'passive questions are
introduced in step II.-Since the students.havé learned
negative sentences and questions, it is not difficulf'

r'for themnm tO'learnrthe hegative sentences and questions

in passive. The teacher's main task is to guide the stu-
’dents to find the right auxiiiary which should be added
with ggi in negative sentences and which should be shif-
ted to the position befére the subject in quéstions.

The exercises for negative and questidns in passive can
be a part of the exercise in step II and III; This means
that some of the sentences used in the exerciseés in

step IT and TIT are negative énd questiqns.” .

L. The presence of an agent is disbﬁsSed in step IV. WhenA
-~ the teacher discussés the uses in which the agent is-
not impOftant; the agent is not expreésed.'whén he dis-
'cuéses the uses in whiéh the agént is impOrtant, the
agent 1is expressed., “hile practiéing the uséé of_passive
voice,'fhe students also practice when and why'fhey ex;

press -the agent.

References:

1. stannard allen,. Living English Structure for Schools,

p. 150,
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2. Ann Bateman, Send Someone a Smile, Readers® Digest,'
April 1983, p. 4.

3. Ronald V. White, Teaching the Passive, p. 190.

L. ibid.

5. A.S. Hornby, The Teaching of Structural Words and sen-

tence Patterns Stages Thfee and Four, p. 95.



CONCLUSION

The analysis done on the errors madé by the students
shows that passive voice is really difficult to learn pri-
marily because it requires the mastery of some other gram-
matical elements such as the tenses and some sentence bat-
ternslwhich many students do not yet master;

However, in teaching passiye voice, teachers normal—
ly suppose that they master the prerequisite knowledge,
and do not give much feview on it., Then they normally
' teach passive voice by comparing it to the active in pairs.
The students bécome more confused in a jumble of so many
verb fofms and patterns they are not familiar with.

Another primary difficulty‘is that thefe is no clear
cut rules for the uses of passivé voice which separate
them from the uses of active voice, especialiy when the
agent is important in the sentence. The students and even
a lot of teachers are never sure when to uée passive in
that circumstance.

| With the procedure of teaching pfesented in Chapter
III,'in which fhe teacher gives a réview on the. tenses and
practice on some necésSary_patferns and uses of passive
volce, the'writer hopes that some difficulties of learning
passive volce can be reduced, There is no perfect teacﬁing
technique which can'eliminate all difficulties in learning
since some difficulties can only be overcome with long-time

practice and Strong motivation to learn.
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APPENDIX




I. EXAMPLES OF EACH TYPE OF ERRORS

I. VERB FORMS

1. Wrong to be (Concord)

*The wounded was left behind.

The wounded were left behind.

*The néw baby were showed to'thé Qisitors.

The new baby was showed to the visitors,

*Preparation are also made at home,

Preparation is also made at home,

*The visitors shall be shown the old building, -

The visitors will be shown the old building.

*The spades and buckqts was brought by fhem.

The épades and buckets were brought. by them, -

*Newspapers 1s sold in bookshops, bus stations, rail-

way stations and along the streets,
.Newspapefs are sold in bookshops, bus stations,
railway stations and»along the streets,

*Was thé boys being punished yesterday?‘

Were the‘boys being punished yésterday?

*The booké you are interested in is being displayed. .
The books you are inferested in are being
displayed. |

*The letter have been received by his7secrétary.

The ietter has been received by his

secretary.
Wrong tense

*I imagine that most of Egyptian buildings are

founded by a good architect,
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I imagine.that most of Egyptian buildings
were founded by a good architect.

*Kvery year Christmas was celebrated on December

25th ahd New Year was celebrated on January lst.
Every year Christmas is celebrated on Decem-
ber 25th and New Year is celebrated on
January lst.

*One day I agreed to come to the meeting that is

held by some friend in church,

7 One day I agreed to come to the meeting that

was held by some friends in church,

(They told her to be quick.) o -

~* *She had been told to be quick,

She was told to be quick.,
(Apakah buku saya sedang dibaca sekarang?)
*Is my book going to be read now?
- Is my book being read now?
(She gave Mary thé book last week.)
*The book is givén to Mary last week.
The book was giveh fo Mary last week,
| (They have éivén Tony all of their things.)
*All of their things were given to Tony.
All of their things have beeﬂ-given to Tony.
(Kemarin anjing itu dipukuli oleh beberapa anak
nakal.,) -
*Yesterday the dog is~bqing hit by some naughty boy.
| Yesterday the dog was hit by some naughty
children, | |
*They were sure that the place can't be reached from

the waves,
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They were sure thaf the place couldn't be reached
by the waves,
*Thé sand castle was finished and it cannot be des-
troyed by the waves.
The sand casfle was finished and it couldn't
be destroyed by the waves,
(Someone can read you another chapter.)
*Anothef chapter could be read to you.
Another chapter can be read to you
(We can see the rainbOW'in the South.)
*The rainbow could be seén in the South

The rainbow can be seen in the South..

' 3. Failure to make passive/construction (to 5e/+ past par-
ticiple)
*, ..., and their castle damaged.
¥ «seee and their sand castle was damaged.
'*50 we looked fof a new plaée~§hat could not washed.
So we looked for a new piace.ﬁhat could not
be washed.
*There was a:boat whiéh boﬁnd with a rope néar them.
There was a boat which was bound with a ' |
TOPE eveeos |
*The books'in'the library may borrowed by someone =
who interested, | 7
The books in ‘the library may Be borrowed by
anjone who is interested in them,
*My friend Cyril is spoked well.

My friend Cyril is spoken well of,
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*Saveral questions may be ask to us.
-.Several questions may be asked to us,
*Two spades and two buckets were being hold.
Two spades and two buckets were being held,
*A flag was putting‘on top of the castle by John,
| A flag was put on top of.the castle by John,
*Cheating should bhe avoid;by students;
Cheating should be avoided by‘studéhts.
*The dog wés hitted by the naughty boys.
' The dog was hit by the naughty boys.
- *All the éhicken had been frieden before you came to
help.
All the chicken had been fried before you came

to help.
4., Wrong spelling of past participle

*Irwas tought French,
I was tauéht French.
. *The person whé has been cought helps_him'to catch
the others until all of them are cought.
The person who has been caught helps him to
catch the'othérs untiliall of them are caught.
*The blind shduld ndt be distrubed.
The blind should not be disturbed.,
*Whé has been - choosen as captéin of your class?
Who has been chosen as captain of your class?
*Yeéterday the dog was bitten by'some naughty boys.
Yestefday the dog was beaten by some naughty

boys,
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*Yesterday the dog was beattcﬁ by some naughty boys.
Yesterday the dog was beaten by some naughty
boys., '

*The books you are interested in are being displaed.
The books you afe interested in are being |
displayed, |

:*The next lesson has not been prepaired yet.

The next lesson has not been prepared yet.
5. Failure to construct the correct form of

*Yet his work has not‘being appreciated,
Yet his ﬁork hés not been appreciated;
*The rainbow is could seen in the South;
The rainbow could be seen in the Souﬁh.
*We usually be forced to follow his command.,
We)are usually forced to follow his command.
*He didn't be given pocket moﬁey.
He wasﬁ't given pocket money.
*The next class hasn't be prepared.yet.
Th# next class hasn't been prepared yet,
*The assignment being done when you céme.
The assighment was being done when youvcaﬁe.
*The fiCe may not was eaten by babies.
The rice may notrbe eaten by babiesQ
*Wefe the children beén punished yesterday?

Were the children being punished yesterday?

ITI. MEANING

1, Passive sentences for active meaning and the other way




108

around.

*We were then cried out to have finished it.
‘We shouted to tell them that we had fiﬁished-
it, | |

*We were enjoyed our vacation in the beach.

| We enjoyed our vacation at the beach.

~*I want to pick it .,. but Menik was not allowed me.

I want to pick it ... but Menik doesn't allow
me ., |

*Some peoﬁle were listened to the radio élmost con-

tinuously.
Some people listen to the radio almost conti-
tuOusly.

*It is said that the governmentuwill be helped poor

| people iﬁ Jawa Tengah,
It is said that the government'will help poor

people in Jawa Tengah.

2. Verbs are_not sultable for passive sentences,

*f'was 9 ‘yeafs bld-when this was happened.
I was 9 years old when this happened.
*What We guess befofe was happened too. .
What we had expected happened too.
*§hen I got home I.didn't.tell anything that was
happened to me.
When 1 got home I didn't tell anything that
happened to me, .
*Qur hands were clapped in happiness.,

We clapped hands happily.
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*The sand was played by them.

They played with the sand.
'3, Subject and Object do not change in conversion

(We must look into this matter.)
*We must be looked into this matter,
This matter mustrbe 1obked into,
- (They had fried all the chicken beforeryou came to
help.)
*They had been fried all the chicken before you came
to help.
All the chicken had been fried before you came
to help.
(Kapan pekerjaan rumahmu akan diselesaikan?)
*¥hen will you been finished yourlhomework?,

When will your homework be finished?

IIT, AGENT

s .
~

1. Unnecéssary agent

(e can see the rainbow in the South.)
*The rainbow can be seen ?n the’South by us.
The rainbow can be seen in the South.
(30meone reads to the old lady . every evenihg.)
*She is read to by someone every evéning.
She 1is reéd fo e&ery evening,
(Someone asked the students a verj difficult
Question.)
*The students were asked a very difficult qwgstion

by someone,
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The students were asked a vefy difficult
question. |
*The beach was washed by the sea waves and the sand
caétle was damaged by the waves.
The beach was washed by the sea waves and the
sand castle was damaged,
*We were very happy when the sand castle was finished
by us. - | ' ’ -
We wefe very.happy when the sand castle was
finished,
*A bucket and a spade were brought by us because we
wanted to build a sand castle.
A bucket and a spade were brought because we

wanted to bulild a sand castle,

2. Wrong choice of agent

(She showed the baby to the visitors.)
*It was showed by them,

It was shown to the visitors,by her.
3, Wrong position of agent

',*All the chicken had been fried before you came to
help by them.
All the chicken had been fried by them before

you came to help. .

L, Wrong agent pronoun

*The house was found empty by we,

The house was found empty by us.
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5. No agent preposition Wby'

*The books you are interested in is being displayed
the shop.
The books you are interested in is being
displayed by the shop.
(They regard him as a =senius.)
*He was regarded them as a genius.
He was regarded as a genius by them,
*The books in the librafy.can be borrowed everybody
who is interested. /
The books in the library can be borrowed by

everybody who 1s interested in them.,
6., Wrong agent preposition

*Cheating should be avoided er‘students.
Chéating should be avoided by students.
-*The books in fhe library may be borrowed fofrevery-
‘one who intérested.
The books in. the library may be borrowed,by

‘everyone who is interested in them.
IV, NEGATIVE STATEMENTS AND QUESTIONS
1. Positive sentences for negative meaning

*§e hoped that it would be damaged by wa&es;
N¥e hoped that it would not be damaged by waves.
(Orang-orang buta itu sehgrusnya tidak diganggu.)
*The blind people should have been disturbed.

*The blind people must have been disturbed.
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The blind people shouldn't be disturbed.
(Lagu itu tidak diciptakan oleh Minggus Tahitu.)
\*The song was created by Minggus Tahitu.
The song wasn'f composed by Minggus Tahitu.
(Buku-buku di perpustakaan boleh dipinjam oleh:
' siapa saja yang tertarik.)
*The books at the/library might not be borrowed by
“whom was intérested in.
The books in the library may be borrowed by

anyone who is interested in them,
2. #rong question constructions

(Dimana buku-buku semacam ihi dijual?)
“Where kind of these books are sold?
Where are this kind of books sold?
(Mengapa pbhon-pohon itu ditebang?)
*Why those trees are cﬁt?
Why are those trees cut down?
(Apakah sépatu dapat dibuat dari kain?)
*Are shoes can be madelfrom cloth?
Qah/shoés be made of cloth?
(Apakah.sepeda saya akan diperbaiki hari ini?)
*Is my bicycle will be repaired today?
*Does my bicycle will be repaifed tddéy?
Will my bicycle be repaired today?
Is my bicycle going to be repaired today?
(Apakah anak-anak itu sedang dihukum kemarin?)
*Did the ghildren were being prisoned yesterday?

~ Were the children being punished yesterday?
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(Apakah buku saya sedang dibaca sekarang?)
*¥hether my book is being read now?

Is my book being read now?
3. Yes-no question is confused with what-question

(Apakah sepeda saya akan dipérbaiki hari ini?)
*What my bicyéle will be repaired today?
Will my bidyclé be repaired today?
(Apakah buku saya sedang dibaca sekarang?) h o
*What my book is being read.nOw?
Is my book being read now?
(Apakah sepatu dapat dibuat dari kain?)
*What the<shoes can'be;made from cloth?
Can shoes be made of cloth?
(Apakah anak-anak itu sedang dihukum kemarin?)
*What the children wés being punished yestérdéy?
Were.the children being punished yestgrday?

V. ADVERBS

/

Wrong position of adverbs

*Na always be forced. to obey his order.
. | *ie always are fofced.to obedient his instruction.

*We usually be forced to obey his order,
Ne are always forced to obey his order,

" *The chicken beforé_you came to help had been fried.
The chickén had been fried before you came to
help, |

?The assignment when you came were béing done.

The assignment was being done when you came,
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VI, SUBCLAUSES
Wrong position of subclauses

(The-shép is displaying,the books you are interested
in,) | .
*The bdoké are displayéd you are interested in.
*The books are being displayéd you are interested in.
*The bodks are being displayed (by the shop) I am
interested in. o
‘*The book is being displayed you Varer interested in.
| The books yoﬁ are:intereéted in are being

. displayed (by the shop).
VII. COMPLEMENT

1. Object Complement becomes the subject of the passive sen-

tence

(They had made my uncle a captain.)
%A captain had been made to.my uncle
*A captain had been made for my uncle.

My uncle had been made a captain..

2. Wroﬂg'positon of Objecf complements
(3iapa yang telah terpilih sebagai ketua kelaému?)
*Who‘was the captain of the class elected?
Who has bzen elected captain of your class?
(We found the house empty.) o

*The house empty was found by us,

*The house was found by us empty.

The house was found (to be) empty.
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(They régard him as a genius)
*As a genius he is regarded.
*He is as a genius ﬁas regarded by them,

v

He is regarded as a genius,

VIII., PREPOSITIONS
1, Wrong choice of prepositions added in conversion

(5omeone bought them cékes.)
*Cakes were bought to them,
Cakes were bought_for them.
(Théy promise us higher wages.,)
*Higher wages are promised for us.
Higher wages are promised to us.
'(They gave me tenpence change. at the shop.)
*Tenpence change was given for me at the shop.

Tenpence change was given to me at the shop.
2. Omission of necessary preposition-to

*The old building will be shown them.
The old building will be shown to them.
*Another chapter can be read you,
Another chaptérrcan be readrto'you.
*A very difficult question was asked the student.
A very difficult question was asked to the

student. -

*A box of chocolate was promised him,

i . ‘ A box of chocolate was promised to him

| 3. Addition of unnecessary preposition
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*We are promised of higher wages.

We are promised higher wages.
4, The preposition 9f is replaced by agent-preposition by

*Car. the shoes be made by cloth?

xCan shoes be made of cloth?
5. Wrong position of prepositions

*The flag was put the sand castle on by them,
The flag was put on the sand castle (by them),
*It is time the cows in were brought,

It is time the cows were brought in.

IX. SPECIAL CONSTRUCTIONS

~

Failure to make a special construction passive

(People say that he is mad.)
*He is said mad.
*He is said by the people that he is mad.
*"He was mad," said péOpie.
*He is said a mad. |
*He is said as a mad.
*He is said that ié mad .-
*He is mad is said.
"He is said to be mad
\Itlis said that he is mad.
(Dikatakan bahwa pemerintah akan membantu orahg—
ofang miskin di Jawah Tengah.)

*The government will help the poor people‘in Central Java .
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*Be said that the government will help the poor men

.din Centrél Java,

*Say'that a government will help the poor people in

'Cpntral Javé.‘

, *Said that the government‘Wili help the poor people

in Jawa Tengah. ’
It is said that tre government will help the
podr in Central Java. '
People speak well of my friend Cyril.)
*My friend Cyril is spoken well,
*My friend Cyril is well spoken of,
*My friend Cyril is well spoken,

My friend Cyril is spoken well of,

OTHERS

Complefe Failure

*The assignment beinz to by them,

" *The assignment had been doing when you came, -

Not

The assignment was being done when you came,

(They have given all of their things to Tony.)

*All of'their things have give Tony.

All of their things have been given to Tony.
Complete Answers

(Someone promised me a bicycle if T paésed ﬁy
examinatibn.)r
*A bicycle was promised if I . passed my exam.

A bicycle’was promised to me if 1 passea my

examination,
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(She gave Mary the book last week,)
*The book was given last week,
The book was givenrto Mary last week.
(We must look into this matter, )
' *This matter must be looked.
- This matter must be looked inio.
(Somebody gave her a box . of chocblate for her
birthday. )
*A box of chocolate was given.
A box of chocolate was given to her on her

birthday,




-

-I1I.

119

Name : ,....

NO D oeens
THE TEST GIVEN TO D2 AND D3 PROGRAMS

Fill in the blanks with the active or passive form of the

following verbs in Simple Present Tense.

teach take park - like listen

make speak read use sell

A table ,.....:0f wood which ;.,.. from the forests in
Indonesia{

English ..... in all schools in Indonesia and it .....

~all over the world.

Jimmy ..... to show off his car. It ..... in front of his
house during the days. |

Newspapers ..... in bookshops,  bus siationé,,railway sta-
tions and along the streets, Almost every'person cecsscean

newspapers nowadays,:

Radio ..... as a means of communication., Some people ....

to the radio almost continuously.
Change these sentences into passive.

We can see the rainbow in the South,

She gave Mary the book last week,

)

They have given Tony all of their things.

We found the house empty.

Students should avoid cgeating.
The shop is displaying the books you are interested in.

People say that he is mad;



8.
9.
10,

ITT.

7
8.
9.

10,

11,

12.
13,
1,

15,

16.

17.
18.
19.
20.
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They had fried all the chicken before you came to help.

They regard him as a genius,

They were doing the assignment when you came,

Translate these sentences into English,

Surat itu telah diterima oleh sekretarisnya.’
Kitafselaluldipaksa untuk mematuhi perinfah—perintahﬁya.-

Kemarin anjing itu dipukuli oleh beberapa anak-anak nakal.

- Apakah sepeda saya akan diperbaiki hari ini?

Dia tidak diberi uang saku kemarin kareﬁé ia berkelahi
dengan adiknya. |

Apakah buku saya sedang dibaca’sekarang?_Saya membdtuhkan-
nya, | ' |
Di manakah buku-buku seiacam'ini dijual?"

Mengapa pohon-pohon itu ditebangi?

Vorangforang buta. itu séharusnyaitidak'diganggu;7

Kapan pekerjaan rumahmu akan diselesaikan?-

Dikatakan bahwa pemerintah akan membantu orang-orang mis-

kin di Jawa Tengah,

Nasi tidak boleh dimakan oleh bayi.

Apakah énék-andk itﬁ sedang dihukum’kemarin?
Siapa yang téléh terpilih sebagai ketué'kclasmué
Lagu itu tidak dicipta;an oleh Minggus Tanitu.,

Buku-buku diperpustakaan boleh dipinjam oleh siapa saja

‘yang tertarik,

Apakah sepatu-sepatu dapat dibuat dari kain?

Pelajaran berikutnya belum disiapkan.

-Saya kemarin diminta untuk membuat pidato.

Bahgunan itu akan’ digunakan sebagai gudang.:
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They gave my iittle'sister a ticket.

People_wiil show the visitors the old bﬁildings.
They promise us higher wages.,

Someone taught me French,

The hewsmén gAVe him ardictionary.

Théy may ask us several questions.

They had offered her a job,

Someone can read yoﬁ:another.chapter.

They had made my uncle a captain,

The others'bought them cakes,

She showed the visitors the new baby,
Someone asked the student a very difficult question.

We must look into -this matter,

-People speakrwell‘of my friend Cyril.,
They told her to bs.quick. |

Someone reads to:the old lady everyreveniné;

Somebody told the students to wait outside.

Someone promised me a bicycle if I passed my examina-

" tion.

9.
10,

11.

12,
13,
14,

15,

Some body gave\her a box of chocolaﬁe’for her birthday.
They gave me tenpence changérat £he shob.
She promised him a book.

It is time ﬁhey brought the cows in.
They told me to go -away. 7

She will look after the little girl well.

They left the wounded behind;




