ABSTRACT

The contents of 38 novel will signify kthe mesning
and the function of it. A novel will be considered good
if there sre some values in it. The vsalues, indeed, will
judge whether the suthor is of high guslity or not. For
values sre tsken from and for human 1life, we can say
that literature provides the msterisls for morsl
judgement in the ssame way thst life does.

At author may be inspired by the situation in his
time to write s certsin novel. Then, the novel will
deliver his idess snd responses towards the situstion to
his resders. John Steinbeck was an author who wss
inspired by the Depression time in the United States to
write The Grapes of Wrath. His novel has vaslues thsat

influence the reader’'s, i.e., in seeing others’ misery.
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The topic ides of this sis  emerged when 1
wanted to know the way how John Steinbeck responded
towsrds miseries. And so, the main purpose of this thesis
is to know his sttitudes towsrds the situstions in the
Nineteen Thirties, namely economy, socliefy, polities
culture, morsl and religion. To obtain more complete
information, I include here the biography of John
Steinbeck. Thus, the methods of snalysis are
Biograsphicsal Approsch and Sociocultural-historicsal
spprosach.

Hsving anslyzed his novel, T discovered that John

Steinbeck was sn suthor who loved nsture, and humsn

being. This ig reflected in his iticism towsards the
misuse of nsature, technology, weslth, snd chsnce. He
focused on the decline of morsl snd belief of the
society in the Depression time, i.e., profit system and
capitalism in economy ; greediness, selfishness,

individuslism , desperstion snd frustration in society;
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improper policy taken by the government, stolen rights
and injustice in politics; modernizstion in culture;
pragmatism and seculsr ethics in morsl; sand disfunction
of religion. In genersl, John Steinbeck s8sked the
readers to think over the oppressed, to help them, =and
to strengthen the weskling to struggle and to survive in

bsd condition.





