ABSTRACT

REGINA LAMPITA SIHOMBING, 2003: ANALYSIS ON ETHAN’S
MARRIAGE AS REFLECTION OF EDITH WHARTON’S MARRIAGE IN
ETHAN FROME; Yogyakarta: Department of English Letters, Faculty of
Letters, Sanata Dharma University.

This thesis analysed Ethan’s marriage as reflection of Edith Wharton’s
marriage in her novel, Ethan Frome. The novel tells the story of a couple who got
married without love, which also happens in Edith Wharton’s life. The novel is
interesting to be analysed because after reading the novel, the writer gets some
information about the novel, Ethan Frome is influenced by the author’s personal
life. We can see it through the story in the novel that Ethan Frome portrayed Edith
Wharton personal life especially about her unsuccessful marriage and her love
affair.

From the topic, the writer formulates three problems. The first problem is
Ethan’s characteristic that 1s described in the novel. The second problem is the
condition of Ethan’s marriage as described in the novel. The third problem is how
Ethan’s marriage reflect Edith Wharton’s marriage

In writing this thesis, the writer conducts a library research to answer the
problems. The sources are obtained from the novel itself, criticism, and other
sources related to the novel. The approach used in analysing the problem is the
biographical approach. The theories that are used in this thesis are Literary Theory
on Character and Characterization, Literature and Biography and some of Internet
sources.

The result of the study shows that Ethan is a tragic figure because from the
beginning until the end of the story, Ethan’s life full of tragedy. It also happens in
his marriage. He gets an unhappy marriage to Zeena because their marriage is not
based on love. Finally he finds his true love in Mattie Silver, a cousin of Zeena
who helps him take care of his wife and the house. Their loves is doomed because
Ethan is a married man. Then the writer finds out that Ethan’s marriage portrayed
the author’s marriage. Like Ethan, Edith Wharton also married without love. The
relationship between husband and wife was not harmonious. Finally, it created an
affair in this case an affair between Ethan and Mattie and Edith Wharton and
Morton Fullerton.
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Skripsi ini membahas tentang pernikahan FEthan Frome yang
menggambarkan tentang kehidupan pernikahan pengarangnya dalam novel £than
Frome. Novel ini sangat menarik untuk di bahas karena setelah membaca novel
tersebut, penulis mendapatkan beberapa infomasi tentang bagaimana kehidupan
pengarang mempengaruhi jalan cerita dalam novel tersebut. Hal tersebut dapat
kita lihat melalui cerita yang menggambarkan tentang kehidupan pribadi
pengarang termasuk ketidakberhasilan pengarang dalam pernikahan dan
perselingkuhannya.

Dari topik tersebut penulis membahas tiga masalah. Pertama adalah
bagaimana karakter dari tokoh utama dalam novel tersebut. Kedua adalah
mengetahui tentang kondisi pernikahan Ethan yang digambarkan dalam novel
tersebut. Ketiga adalah bagaimana pernikahan Ethan sebagai gambaran dari
pernikahan pengarang.

Dalam penulisan skripsi ini, penulis memakai studi perpustakaan untuk
menjawab pertanyaan- pertanyaan tersebut. Sumber-sumber yang dipakai adalah
novel tersebut, kritik dan beberapa sumber lain yang berkaitan dengan novel
tersebut. Pendekatan yang digunakan dalam menganalisa permasalahan tersebut
adalah pendekatan biografi. Di samping itu teori karakter dan karakteristik, dan
teori sastra dan biogrpfi dan juga beberapa sumber lain dari internet.

Hasil dari analisa tersebut menunjukkan bahwa Ethan Frome adalah
seorang yang hidup penuh dengan penderitaan karena dari awal sampai akhir
cerita Ethan selalu diterpa bencana. Tidak hanya itu, dia juga mengalami
kegagalan dalam pernikahannya dengan Zeena. Pernikahan mereka tidak didasari
dengan cinta. Tetapi pada akhirnya dia menemukan cintanya pada Mattie Silver
yang datang menolong dia untuk merawat isteri dan rumahnya. Tetapi cinta
mereka terlarang karena Ethan, seorang pria yang telah menikah. Kemudian
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