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HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR THE MONTH:
-Evangelization

That Christians, and other religious minorities in Asian countries, may be able |
to practice their faith in full freedom. i I || "I "I”"l“ Im I" II || II“
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REACHING
CHRISTIAN
MATURITY

It is & commaon practice that in arder to know the number of the oracticng
Cathalics we use only one indicator: practicing individual devational piety.
Someone ¢ called a good practicing Cathalic if hefshe reqularly attends
Sunclay Mass, pravs Rosary, reads Bible, makes Marian pilgrimages, and does
charitable works. OF course they are very noble practices, but they are only
portraving one side of our Catholic faith,

The other side of our Catholic faith is the profession of our faith, which is
done by living it out and proclaiming it through our witnesses in our daily
lives. Concerning this matter, the Second Vatican Councl through its Decree of
the Ministry and Life of the Priests, Preshytersrum Ordinis, clearly says: “ery
littie good will be achisved by [iturcical] ceremonies Nowever beautiful,
or sociafies however fourishing, if they are aot diractad fowards edueafing
people fo reach Christian maturily” (no. 6). Someone reaches Christian
maturity if, according to the same document, hefshe is able “fo defermine
the solution to their problems and the will of God in the crises of life, great
or small" able and willing “not fo fiva only for themselves.” and capable of
carrying out “their duties in a Christian way in the community of men.”

A Catholic will reach a Christian maturity if he/she is willing to share one’s
life and faith with others, because—atcording to Pope Frands in his Apostalic
Exhortation Evangeli Gaudiurm—"Life grows by being given away, and it
weakens in fsolation and comfort® (Evangeli Gaudium no. 8). Pope Frands
further mentions that “Life is attaiped and malures in the measure that it is
offered up in order fo give life fo others. This is cerfainfy what mission means™
(Fiangali Gaudium no. 100, This can happen if our faith s based on our personal
encourter with Jesus, bacause “Being a Christian &5 not (e result of an efhical
choice of & oMty ides, but the encounier with an event, & person, which gives Jife
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a new horizon and a decisive divection” (Fvangelii Gaudium, 7).

Pope Frandis also reminds us that having an experience of personal encounter
wilh Jesus hias & vary serious consequencs for aur lives, because “fesus, the
evangelizer par excelience and the Gospel in person, identifies especially with
fhe fittle anes (cf. Mt 25:40). This reminds us Christians that we are called
to care for the vulnerable of the earth” (Fiangedi Gaudium no. 209), The
vulnerable of the sarth, in the mind of Pope Francis, are “thase living i
barrios and the country-side—landless, homeless, facking food and health
cara=fo the defriment of their rights™ (Fuangeli Gaudium no. 191), “the
fhomeless, the addicted, refugees, indigenous peoples, the elderly who are
incraasingly fsolated and abandoned, migrants™ (Evangelii Gaudium no. 210),
and “women who endure situation of exclusion, mistreatment and violence”
(Fvangelii Gaudium no. 212).

Caring for them, according to Pope Frandis, is “nol simmly talking about
ensuring nourishment or & ‘dignifed sustenance” for all paople, hut also
their ‘general walfare and prosperity,’ This means education, aceess fa haalth
care, and abave all emplayment, for it s through free, crealive, parficinalary
and mutually supportive labor thal human beings exoress and enfance the
dlignity of their lfves. A just wage enables them fa have adequate acass to all
tha other goods which are destinad for our common use” (Evangeli Gaudium
no, 192).

Seen in this way, becoming a real Catholic is not only very challenging,

gxciting, and fulfilling, but more that it will give us real joy because “The Joy
of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus™ {Evangelii

Gavchivm no, 1),






