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R e s e a r c h  H i g h l i g h t s  
The research result asserted that there various phatic functions found in the Javanese culture-

based society in Indonesia. Besides, the research result also asserted that the efforts to dignify 

the Indonesian language cannot stop when the linguistic rules are described in terms of 

linguistic definitions. The linguistic rules intertwining with the language uses as shown in the 

pragmatic phenomena need to be promoted continuously. The nowaday pendulum of the 

language study which has swung to the linguistic issues related to usage, uses, and 

optimization of language functions, becomes the right momentum to dignify the Indonesian 

language more perfectly.  

___________________________________________________________________________  

 

R e s ear c h  O bj e c t i ves  
This paper means to elaborate phatic functions and dignity of language of the Javanese 

culture-based society in Indonesia by using Pragmatic perspective. The unclear rules of 

language functions, including the rules of Indonesia phatic functions, and the uncomplete 

descriptions of dignity of language will result in improper development of the language. The 

case seemingly happened in the Indonesian language including its dialects and vernaculars. 

Therefore, the researcher conducted this research to help overcoming this matter. 

 

M et h o d ol o g y  
There were two data collection methods used in this study, namely the observation method 

and the interview method. Each method was implemented through its basic and advanced 

techniques (Mahsun, 2005). The substantial source of research data was the excerpts of 

utterances delivered by Javanese society members. The process of data collection ended 

when the researcher finished making data classification and typification (Sudaryanto, 2016). 

There were two kinds of data analysis methods used in this study, namely the dizstributional 

analysis method and the equivalent analysis method. 

 

R e s ul ts  a n d  F i n d i n gs  
A dignified language is among others the one which has clear linguistic rules. The rules are 

not only intertwined within the linguistic dimensions, but they must also intertwine with the 

extralinguistics (Rahardi, 2015). The clear rules allow language users to enjoy the ease of 

learning the language. The linguistic rules are codified through standardization. The 

extralinguistic rules are formulated in the regular concrete use in the society. When these 

have been done well, the extensive and pervasive use of language will be achieved. This 

means that the language may express various interests and intentions, functions and purposes 

(Norrick, 2009).  

Considering the aspects of language dignity, the writer asserts that Indonesian is qualified as 

a dignified language. The Indonesian language has clear linguistic rules. The Indonesian 

language carries various different interests and serves many functions, both as a national 

language and an official language (Rahardi, 2007). However, it does not mean that the efforts 

to dignify the language must end here. As mentioned previously, the study of phatic functions 

in the Indonesian language has not been widely conducted as it is considered a new field of 

study. It is thus urgent to investigate the matters in depth so that the usage rules of the 

pragmatic phenomena, i.e. phatic functions, will be discovered soon (Ray, 2004).   

It is clear, thus, that phatic functions whose purposes are to initiate, sustain, and reinforce 

communication among the speakers and addressees are in line with the inherent language 
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functions, namely being men and women for and with others. Being men and women for and 

with others mean being with others in a close encounter or, in the case of phatic functions, 

‘communion’ (Kulkarni, 2014). In the communion, communication takes place, even when 

the communication is not meant to transmit information but simply to break the ice. In 

respect to this, Leech  mentioned the maxim of phatic which governs that someone must 

avoid the silence (Leech, 2014).  

The avoidance of silence, or speaking incessantly is clearly in contradictory to the maxim of 

quantity which expects the speaker to give as much information as is necessary for their 

interlocutors to understand their utterances, but to give no more information than is 

necessary. The violation of the maxim of quantity can be overcome and explained by saying 

that if the avoidance of silence does not have a specific illocutive purposes (Mey, 2002), then 

it merely serves the functions of ‘initiating, reinforcing, and sustaining’ communication. 

Hence, it must be said that it does not violate the Maxim of Quantity in Grice’s Cooperative 

Principles (Rahardi, 2016).  
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