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Iconic Meanings of Traditional Herbs and
Shrubs: Culture-Specific Based Envirolinguistic
Perspective
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sl names. This \um! arity between the names and the

Abstract. Traditonal herbs and shrubs, which are ubiquitous <l of the plant iconicity [4]. Some plants’

all over the world, have been used in various cultures for many
h as for medicinal These

ames ane iconicyin which lhc names resembles one of the

herbs and shrubs have different names depending on the cultures
wihere the plants grow. This envirolinguistic research which aims
to consere the names of the traditional herbs based on local
culture in the perspective of linguistic and environment is a
descriptive qualitaive linguistic rescarch. The tangibie data o

he list of

The
of the doi souces s sh plces ewsfed o th cone of the

d Region
and surrounding areas. Besides, in i lgi it ro e mams of
the traditional herbs can be obtained from the Internet websites.

These two locational resources make the rescarch adequately
Jeasible 1o be analyced. The linguistic data, which is. the
end-product of this research, are gathered or obtained by the use
of observation method. The technique used o gather data also
includes transcribing or recording techniques. Data can also be
obtained by giving cues during the interiew. This technique is
sometimes_accompanied by recording or transcribing, both
directly and indirectly, open or secrely. The data analysis in the
envirolinguistic rescarch on the names of traditional herbs is
conducted by applying the equivalent method and distributional
method as commonly practiced in the linguistic research. The
iconic meanings of herbs and shrubs resulted from the analysis
were then presented.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Traditional herbs and shrubs, which are ubiquitous all
over the world, have been used in various cultures for many
purposes, such as for medicinal and omamental purposes [1].
These herbs and shrubs have different names depending on
the cultures where he plants row (21,31 Each e incch
different culture bears . In Indonesia, plants arc
amed based o thel esembles & Familir ojects, such a5
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of the plants [11.
ital documentation is meant to describe the iconic
the name of some medicinal herb
equipped with animation to
meanings in each of the plants. The
jassification of the iconic elements is determined by a
number of factors, such as the shape, color, and function. as
an be seen in the description of the digital documentation

“This

II. LITERATURE REVIEW

The underlying theory of the envirolinguistic study is
ecology and linguistics, especially semantics. The concept of
ecology is a relatively new concept introduced and developed
in Europe and America at the turn of ninth century. This
concept does not only place humans as the object of the study
but also the environment where they live [S]. Thohir asserts
that ecology study all types of living beings. including human
beings, language and culture in relation to their environment
Environment is anything that exists around human beings.
Louis and Calvet define ecology as ascience which deals with

ics contains the concept of interaction,
cither intrarelation, interrelation, or extrarclation between
language, environment, and the combination of the
interrelated components [6]. Besides the correlation between
the language and its environment, Louis and Calvet also state

language depends on its en
other hand. environment
matter of fact, there is
language and its environm
other [7].

Sapit’ and Whorf's hypothesis on *language relativity” in
the linguistic study elucidates the relationship betueen
nd culture, including, of course, the so-called

s weak version and strong version [8],
0 keep in mind are the words
. On the one hand, 1
influences its environment. On the other hand
determines its environment

. one being inseparable from the
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