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The 63rd TE FLIN International Conference 2016 

The Committee 

Surabaya, September 2016 

Today's language teaching needs creative and innovative ways to design and use language 
materials that learners can exploit to expand their language repertoire and develop their language 
ability as they engage with a myriad of texts and activities or tasks inside and outside the classroom. 
With this in mind, the 63'd TEFLIN Conference brings up a central issue on "Creativity and 
Innovation in Language Materials Development and Language Teaching Methodology in Asia and 
Beyond." Drawing on this central theme, the conference develops several sub-themes: a) the 
development of language materials for content-based instruction, b) the development of language 
materials for text-based instruction, c) the development of language materials for genre-based 
instruction, d) approaches and methods in language teaching, e) techniques and procedures in 
language teaching, d) technology-based language instruction, f) the role of technology in innovation 
in EL T methodology, g) the role of technology in language materials development, h) creative 
writing in EL T (Literature-Based Language Instruction). 

As an academic forum, the great focus is in its proceedings as the center of publication for 
its presenters. It is aimed at maximizing the value of the publication as the outcome of the 
conference. It is intended that the proceedings can be as a global publication. The quality of the 
proceedings as a means of publication in this year's edition should be improved. The committee has 
applied the system for abstract selection of which the criteria is the consistency with the 
conference's theme. Reviewers have the right to select the papers based on the abstract that have 
been submitted to the committee. 

The coverage of the sub-themes for this year's conference is broadened to certain areas. 
Bear in mind that the main and solely theme of materials development for language teaching and 
methodology is not limited to certain topics. To cope with the central theme, some additional sub 
themes are offered to the conference's audience to write their research findings into expected 
academic paper. This year's papers which are selected to be presented in the conference reach more 
or less than 422. There are more than 400 papers which will be published in proceedings. Other 
opportunities of publication are offered by TEFLrN Journal as well. For next year's edition, two 
papers have been selected out of the submitted papers. To add the chance of the conference's 
publication, some papers have been selected to be further reviewed for Scopus-Indexed publication. 
In addition, from papers are accepted by A Journal of Culture, English Language Teaching and 
Literature (Celt), Soegijapranata Catholic University Semarang to be published in the year of 2017. 

The growing number of papers presented in the conference is indicating an increase in the 
need for publication of research findings. Therefore, TEFLIN's conference proceedings are 
entrusted to be an academic forum to share thoughts, reflections, experiences related to academic 
works for teachers, lecturers, researchers, educators who continuously write, present, and publish 
their academic works. 

Finally, we would like deliver great appreciation to the organizers, presenters, writers, and 
all parties who have been contributing directly and indirectly to the publication of the proceedings. 

FOREWORD 
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METHOD 
This study is a research and development (R&D) study. A research and develop study is 

usually definied as follows. 

INTRODUCTION 
Writing is an essential skill which university students have to master. University students 

have to write a short passage or essay to show their mastery of the content of the subject they 
are taking. They have to contruct sentences and organize their ideas in paragraphs to expressheir 
understanding of the subject. 

The task, however, is not easy to do for Indonesian students. Most Indonesian students or 
probably students from non-English speaking countries find it difficult to write a good academic 
work. They still have difficulties in writing grammatical correct sentences and in organizing 
their ideas in a good passage. They still need a lot of practice to be able to write well. 

A great deal of practice, however, will not likely produce a good result if the practice is 
not accompanied with feedbacks from their writing lecturer. The students who write an English 
passage need have corrective feedbacks on their passage grammar and organization. The 
feedbacks enable them to know mistakes and the problem they still have in writing a good 
passage. 

To give corrective feedbacks to students, however, is a hard task for an English lecturer. 
To give corrective feedbacks in a class of 10 - 20 students takes a long time. The use of a 
computer application or web-based application will be very useful for a writing teacher. Such an 
application can give feedbacks of correct grammar use and good passage organization in a few 
minutes or second for the work which probably needs more than 15 minutes to be completed 
manually by an English teacher. 

Several studies on such an application has been done. Chen and Cheng (2008), for 
example, study the pedagogical practice and the effectiveness of automatic writing evaluation. 
Rich (2012) studies the impact of online autmated writing evaluation. Yannakoudakis (2013) 
studies automated writing to score the students' language competence and discourse coherence 
and cohesion. Cotos (2015) studies the use of a novel-genre approach for automated analysis. 

This paper is a temporary report on an on-going study on the development of a web-based 
application for teaching paragraph writing for English department students. The appliation is 
hoped to be able to help the students to develop both their macro- and micro-components in 
writing (Cumming, 2009). 

Keywords: automatic, assessment, writing, web-based application 

ABSTRACT 
The Automatic Writing Assessment Program (AWAP) is a web-based program to assess an 
academic writing work. As a part of a system of eltgallery. com, a website developed for mainly 
teaching vocabulary and writing, AW AP checks the grammar of the students' writing 
assignments and score the grammar, development, and coherence of the work. Throughout the 
course, the students are engaged in a series of activities of paragraph writing, commenting, and 
revising. Meanwhile, the tasks of the lecturer are explaining the material briefly and helping the 
students solve their language and paragraph organization problem in class and running the 
grammar checking and paragraph development and coherence checking applications to help 
the students see their language and organization problem outside class. With such learning and 
teaching interaction, it is hoped that the students can to become autonomous and well 
motivated learners to develop in their writing skill. 

B.B.Dwijatmoko 
b.b.dwijatmoko@gmail.com 

Sanata Dharma University - Yogyakarta, Indonesia 

AUTOMATIC WRITING ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 
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Research and Development (R & D) is basically an industrial model which 
the result of the research aims to find the new design procedure and product, 
which then are systematically field-tested, evaluated, and refined until they 
meet specific criteria of effectiveness, quality or similar standards" (Gall 
et.al, 2003 p. 569). 

This study aims at producing a web-based application for assessing the students' writing work. 
To produce the application Czaja and Sharit's Instructional System Design or ISD model 

(2013) and Branch's Analysis, or ADDIE model (2010) are used. The ISD model consists of 
four phases, namely the front-end analysis, design and development, full-scale development, and 
program evaluation phases. As the name implies, the ADDIE model consists of six stages, 
namely analysis, design, development, implement, ans evaluation stages. Although each phase 
has a different emphasis, the two models are basically similar. The design and development 
stages in the ADDIE model combine into the design and development phase. 

Another model is given by Burkhardt (in Van Den Akker et.al, 2006). Burkhardt gives a 
three-phase model for a research and development project. The three phases are design, 
systematic iterative development, and comparative in-depth evaluation. Design is taken as the 
first phase with the assumption that the designer has possessed a clear goals of the project. He 
states that "it is the integration of research-based design principles andexcellence in design with 
appropriate educational goals that produces reallyexceptional educational products" (Burkhardt, 
2006, p. 136). In the model, development is a systematic process with a continuous evaluation. 
The important element in the development process are structured observation of the project, 
samples of student work, and informal but structured interviews with the persons involved. The 
evaluation process covers several aspects such as the available treatments, its variables (users, 
style of users, and level), outcome measures, and alternative products. 

The three models shares three characteristics. The first is a good knowledge of the users' 
need. The final project has to meet the educational and personal needs of the users. The second 
is evaluation. The design and development of the product should be continuously evaluated to 
see that the product meets the neeeds. The last is final evaluation. Final evaluation is done to see 
if the product has met the criteria of product. 

This study of AW AP adopts Burkhardt's model, namely the design, systematic iterative 
development, and comparative in-depth evaluation phases, for some reasons. Firstly, the 
reserarch is the lecturer of Writing II for which the product (AW AP) is going to used. He is 
assumed to know the educational and personal needs of the students. As a lecturer, the research 
also has access to his students. He can get feedbacks on the application from the students easiliy 
whenever he wants. The students may also do not hesitate to address their complain if they have 
a problem from the application. Secondly, the research is also the designer and developer of the 
application. The researcher has managed the website eltgallery.com which he uses for 
conducting a web-basedvocabulary and writing class for more than ten years. He will not likely 
have any problem to design and develop the project and make necessary changes to meet the 
educational and personal needs. Finally, as both both the teacher and designer/developer of the 
project, the research can apply two kinds of assessment, manual and automatic, to see the 
validity of the project. 

As AW AP is both an educational and technological project, Schoenfeld's scientific 
approach and Burkhardt's technological approach are also used. Schoenfeld (2002) states that a 
good research output has to meet the principle of generality, trustworthiness, and importance. It 
should be able to be applied to a wide range of audience, can be trusted, and is important for the 
target users, who, in this case, are both the writing teacher and the students. Burkhardt states 
that a good research output: 

go beyond improved insights to direct practicalimpact - helping the world to 
work better by, not only understanding how itworks, but developing robust 
solutions to recognized practical problems. Itbuilds on science insights, 
insofar as they are available, but goes beyond them (2006, p. 129). 

The application which this project produces can be solve the writing teacher's problem in giving 
corrective feedbacks. It can give corrective feedbacks promptly and accurately to a wide 
audience. 
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CONCLUSION 
Automatic Writing Assessment Program or A WAP is a promising application. Used in a 

well-planned system, AW AP motivates the students to learn writing autonomously and work to 
achieve the best result. The students are involved in a series of activities with corrective 
feedbacks to better their language mastery and organization skill. 

Lecturer Menus 
Three menus are provided for the lecturer to run the Automatic Writing Assessment 

Program. The first menu is Score topic sentence. This menu analyzes the first sentence of the 
students' paragraph as the topic sentence. The application matches the words which constitute 
the first sentence and the key words. A score of 10 is given if 80% of the words in the topic 
sentences match the key words. A lower score is given if the number of words which match the 
key words is also lower. 

Consequently, the students have to practice to develop a good topic sentence seriously. 
They have to write a sentence which expresses the ideas in the paragraph and place it in the 
beginning of the paragraph. 

To avoid a wrong analysis of the students' topic sentences, all the topic sentences and the 
scores are displayed in one page when the menu is click. Then, the teacher can check manually 
whether the scoring for the topic sentences is already well done or not. The teacher can correct 
the scores if he needs so. 

The second menu for the teacher is Score development and coherence. The application to 
assess the development of the students' paragraphs or passages only works if the lecturer has 
provided the key words of the paragraphs. For every paragraph assigned, the lecturer needs to 
read the standard paragraph. Based on the standard paragraph, the key words of the paragraph, 
or the words which should be present in the paragraph, and the number of the occurrences of the 
key words are determined. The score of the paragraph development is computed according to 
how well the paragraph matches the key words and the number of occurrences. 

A standard paragraph is needed for every course topic for which the students have to 
write a paragraph, and if the topic is divided into sub-topics, the standard paragraphs are written 
according to the sub-topics. The lecturer writes the standard paragraphs in a word-processor and 
saves them in plain texts. Then, he has to upload the paragraphs, and AWAP will process them. 
The words which constitute the paragraphs and the number of the occurrencesof the words are 
displayed in the computer screen. Here, the lecturer has to delete words which are not important 
for the development of the paragraphs and, then, upload the key words. 

The third or last menu for the lecturer is Score grammar. Here, the teacher only has to 
click the link to the grammar scoring application, and the application will identify the mistakes 
which the paragraphs of the students have and compute the score. The grammatical mistakes of 
the paragraphs and the score will be displayed in the students' personal page and classroom page 
for the selected topic. At present, AW AP only identifies seventypes of grammatical mistakes. 
They are article - noun agreement, subject - predicate agreement, missing subject, missing 
predicate, missing article, finite - non-finite verb agreement, and non-predicative verb form. 

The assessment of the students' workis done twice except for the midterm and final test. 
The first assessment is done at the weekend of the submission week or five working days after 
the course day, and the second submission is at the end of the following week or five working 
days after the second submission. The midterm work and final work are only assessed once 
because the students are not supposed to revise their work. 

The final score of each assignment is based on the first score and second score. The first 
score is worth 60% of the final score, and the second score is worth 40%. The first score is 
given a higher contribution to encourage the students to do their best for every new assignment. 

The assessment in AW AP is done because the focus of the course is not on the product 
but on the process. Thus, it follows to the new emphasis in language teaching assessment, 
namely focus on process rather than product (Chin-chi, 1999). Throughout the course, the 
students are encouraged to do their best, get corrective feedbacks, make improvements for what 
they are weak in, and achieve the best result. When they get a low score, they have to know why 
their score is low and, later, improve their work. 
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As the application has not been completed perfectly during the course, a stricter 
application of the web-based program is need. The project needs to be applied in another 
academic year to get good feedbacks from the students which are needed to make the progam 
contribute well to the students' writing mastery development. 
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