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o writers © ded 'ﬁ'm"l redi- | e, 10 |."T'|'l;l..'1.."i." the gtven patnarchal cul
el “nml jomale perspective. They ture. “Literature’, 53 Temy Eagieton, s w
| mrlﬁﬂ":'“s mmh&an w'ﬂ‘l tally engaged with the Iwng shuatons of mes
Hnﬂd mﬂﬂwwmﬂw'ﬁf and women: il is concrete rather an ab

nmlﬁ'm;hgﬂ. mmwgmmm stract, displays ¥e in 2l s Ach vanousness

" in understanding relfigions. By | and rejects bamen concephual enquiry k

wﬁ#ﬂm’emmm perspective, they urg.-:-i:t the fleal and taste of what is to be alve ™ By
ment of feminist theological | means of lerature, some Ramint! WRars iy

the ashis axempiified by, for instance, o become mome crilical on the grven la
pushim feminist Wrilers cuch as Riffat | guage that, acconding 1o fhem, & comemas
Hassan, Fatima Memissi, and Nawal el | by man-made language. n the Conwt ol
ca'dawi Of Chstian writers such as Mary | inter-religious dialogue of inker-cufiursl Un
paly?. Generally speaking, they are most derstanding we are oflen Overwheimas

nfnen’s Issues in the Mode
Arabic Literature -

ST. SUNARDI
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Mnﬂﬂrgfﬁf:,‘;ﬁ“ L, concerned 10 create theological feminist consciously of not - by Sirong prejudLe that
Your empire is overpowering rdiscourse vis-a-vis the male domi- women's condition in (his area & devastad
Bud you,uiter nol one word fo explain nating ones. In doing this, they began to re- by mate chauvanism As it is indicated m (he
The greatest fyranny a man can suffer interpret scriptural 1exis that - according | Two above quatatons, Women's "empne =

Is the tyranny which be himself allows.. them - has been dominated by male biased overpowering”. On e other hand, @ femi

l' | Mﬁ”krgfmm fo the deplhs 'H':EE{‘-['.ITE'IBHDI'I. The fact that they ataried with nish wker gnoouraged Arab woman i Show
b that holds the cutling edge. religious issues indicates that religions are their sting, olherwise their oyerpowenng

TGS T GO0 OB | potential in the process of creaion of patri- | empie il be devoured by men. Thus vl

Is the pain in whose hurt be findspleasure and joy® b very inspanng s 1o recognize e WOImEN S

archal culture. By doing feminist theokogy,

(‘Abbas Mahmad al- : 1h (he
o they try 1o regain their authentic CONSCIOUS: igailly in Arab countrias by dealing with their

“Life is & snake. ness of the religious discourse. And indeed, | teratur® ‘ !
If ihe snake realizes you are nof a snake, women's consciousness 13 the princ:ﬂal Among the Women s ﬂmvfmf=:“-1 f‘l"l*:

1l Das your. nofion of any feminist movement it writers who ar concemed with e &

And if life knows you have no sting aralure B0 usually calied {erminest Inﬂ.rar;'
ﬂﬁﬁmml i ; ) critics. Thelr Hﬂuﬂﬂ{.[ﬂﬂl achivibes, &5 i
(Nawal el-Sa‘dawi) 1. Literature and women issue axpressed by Maggie Humm In her Conlem:
' i - [ - ﬂli =M 19"}"1 L

In regard with the women's I:J:IIE':IW_E" p{]f&rrFmHﬂ | ferary Gl ( _ |
.hl m m S ! ness ﬁrﬂ ammr Ij'pﬁ' of I,Eminﬁl wl- dlﬂ‘dﬂd i “} @Yaming m,'-'ls.l:LI]'l'I'rE erary
P el e s question | pistory by discoveriod 1% patriarchal a%

pation has inspi v nism,” said Terry Eagleton, "was not an direct with : irt
s bt i their ef- | isolatable issue, a particular ‘campaia” i dedt OOt wig 8 b o
dition. This movement it con- | alongside other political projects, but 2 ¢- | Y maﬂpﬂﬂ‘ﬂmﬁ”‘” mm’ksnlrﬁﬁi‘ﬂtﬂ"r e nan wiiers, 1)
; _mh"hesup_f_ mension which informed and ' & _mha?mﬂf-. 4 ;;nﬂmﬂﬂ"m’* ofier 3 feminist methods in reading lerary
st | e every facet of personal dssiien mcognzz o e ey | wots ¢ (LT feminis 123909
coniited b B¢ aocs cuiaal meioma ffe." In the context of relig i o s, In DS P2 K catare (0 AP e witing colechves, By brmuiaing T
mmmmﬁ*m this Tm for and,  the same | fur obecines, farnirast Marary criics Ao
iﬂmﬂ “m__ H. m‘#j a
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doublt intended 1o be more critical on e
powar of the given Herture in shaping patri

archal culture and, ol the samae tme, 10 en

cournges the emergence of leminist literary
tradition, including leminist reading and
production of feminist Iterary writing, In do

ing their cilicism, they stared by rereading
famous writings from classic works ol
Shakespeare, Leo Tolstoy, H.U. Lawrence,
James Joys, to pop literatures.* from differ-
ent approaches, they examined the way
women have been the object ol wnling of
male writers, The time has come for women
to produce their own text, a kind of - using
Julia Kristeva's expression —ecriture
féminine or women's Wiiting,

The desire 1o creale feminist literary tra-
dition can be found also in the Arab coun-
ries such as Egypt and Lebanon, where lit-
erature (adab) has deep roots in their cul-
tural heritage. As their westem munterp;rl.
woman Arab writers also tried to recognize
critically the way Arab women being repre-
sented in the Arabic literature and, at the
same time, to produce their own literary
works. Utifizing literary critical approach, they
investigated the famous works of leading
Mubarak, and so fort. included to the Arab
feminist fterary cifics are Nawal e-Sa'davi

ther iy o K gt unary
M#’.'JI" lI'I,."rl-rI -'.r..'|r.||',|-|'.|

| ey Pie

it e wilh

j ). The
(i (shi

' s [ trasvaiion ol Eqgyplian Hive e

5 = i LTINS iy ragid wAth T8

e, this type ol

i

in fnr,r:qru.ruq ,

: lelet mbiiren, l;r:uh;'.'..qnj

'_.!:Ill!_"ﬁ 11"’ [

2. From al J'-irnlu“n,,-u o
LU

I Wi PRROT W will g, Us ¢

mioLia | “'ﬁlln‘l-lll Niovily that M HI Ty i
bBated both n and outs ¥ biean g

novile o Egyp e
"6 aro Midog Aftey CVIAT) writugy p
M

Egyplian Nobal Finaata Majit py g

rrinla
w.[mﬂllﬁ
yary vl
wicman in ihe Egypual

tha wiry womnan s issun 1 e

il sl 1o

R LEL L o

libfiy 4
Woman at Poini Zara (1975) 1 r '_: :’ ‘1"“
. ¥ = Wl
Egyplan feminist, payehintis "
il 1 81, Mawnl g
sa'dawl, The fact that these two nosls hoivg
been Wranslated into several forelgn Ly
guages shows the degree of thel I piing
power.® In Indonesia, lor inslance, &

Eqgyptian pryighes A

Aot thiry years 50 i
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other wrilings) has been inspiring young In
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o W f
Prison. L1 Poin 2eim 15 YEry L

donesian Muslim feminists in their eflon 1o

wioman al Th s gtaried from o
recognize the principal problem faced by Midag Aley Both N dition thal forced
modern Muslim women, The Midag Alley, pdand | deterioraling o e ints to AccEpt
that has been filmed in Egypt, was flmed i cealra 1608 POBLL Lo prosts
again in 1994 (entitied Miracle Alley) by 2 freely 8n TEs g ‘,] ._u-qdujan,s.r:.n ol an
Mexican film director, Jorge Fons, wWho ton, Again, Here 156 1-n the question 2
adapted the story of the novel into the Mex! slostits | pgypt wiiter aing ran prostinie Wy
can condition. Indeed, for different reasons ha mmn_ﬂamzulﬁﬂif_ it this 54 17 El
these two novels have inspired the readers are they 59 00555 L dgeq tal s0 &

nize the Egyplian mocer daw hersell & any A0 W3
not only (o rectd Mustim ca'da i many i
society but also o awaken many *"= men POS L asshe sald N PET L
thinkers from different countries o examing ers o m?{ﬂ -Hw}m prab lierature’)
more critically their own SOCIELY i MRS iwnn: ten, a2 e miuufﬁ'
At the first sight, Midaq Alloy ' 1oL 27 lays 8 0G0 0% Ry acoorded
much different from the rest of EQYPEe B e 00 W05 Y
from its topic, the s1°7 Manflz o e P and e 3B I el
els in 1930s. Viewed on of wal: " gndition of € troogh PR S o wheet 1%
dmmmymmmmﬂﬂ"ﬂ*‘” - jo MLy e | oo 0 € B ons woren
yromen - & banal topi s it can be €1 o Thas WY | B e ;ﬁ“,‘u,.""z'g' o
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ater vl such 3 asors BECT, | o s S
Eﬁﬁ&ﬂﬂ.mﬁ; ?;mau (1914) © procursof L 1 o
ho st Eayplion Aguel S0 Lo ow
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1 10r she has iy
deceit from hor faca and mr-:'":;:hﬂ' mask of
need to pretend that g 'ger foeks o _ Refenip
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stimulate virtue @ I5 in love or [T ey Pa
and devolion Rk 5 of both o

In the W Stk for us 1, E” VRIS, it Wil g, Sim % maniage s not considered as a sacra- | then Mrs. Kirsha tumed o be the larget of
Conscio um_ﬂ" at Point Zero, this kind the Arah Nize the . . Y ingrgg, ing- 6. the sign of the union between God | endless viokence of her husband - physically
| cent no doubt made this noye hg y. This love Vels we can Sinse 'e3e MOvels (o and dered as one of the mosl important | pened on the Salim's family, the wealthest
licular valye in both the history of ﬂ'nfﬂlﬂar- s ar.m hatred 288i0n 4 I:?”““j'a"-"ﬂlm Dﬂ“ﬂw ( aqd) among human beings that | famiy in that area, after he decided bo take
erature and the history of Wﬂg;. :‘:::m I|F. WT:;F ::; Lan be foyng nmnﬂi':ll "ebef ang con be concluded ."1 the name of Gl}d. H.nm[d:t nathirs sl:wr:.al:d “:hl n;&gleﬁlng the
FlﬂTH;In. MPmﬂmr' in this novel we find o can Efst.:l fi mmﬂr. i these two r:“"l'm:wu Hﬂfwﬂmaﬂ [ I-ﬂ i mﬂmﬂﬂﬁ; ‘:::EP;"'H ?h I“znl:i& !in';n-me i5 e I?
particularities that other ind continuity vels, wy ¢l undissolved. In certain conditions, | 1 de::l. nh thf. 0 I. In’;gmlag pﬂ.l
sented through the centra anisd,

jawfully dissotved. Nevertheless, ftis
' he marital

mmended not 10 dl:-'.ﬁulm_l
i In a hadith it is said. “With Allah, the

are absent in others, The

. eXamining the
Com
this novel, named Firdaus, is not 2

El‘ﬂ Egypt. In order tg o Firdaus (literally means *paradise’), who

heroine of
gradually became realized thal *mamagé

il can be

completely fictive but fictionali

ompl Clionalized from

::sllurn:al woman. Addi tianally, this nove w::
ritten by a feminist who irelessly struggle

for the liberation
of women f :
types of repression, - dfetent

Considering these particulariti
particularities, un-
derstandably this banal topic is still aﬂracr:

discontent, (2) wom
* an and comodificaian
and (3) women and state. o

{'.} Marital discontent

ing the reading public, It is true that accord-
ing to contemporary literary criticism - as itis
pfnneeredig Michel Foucault and Roland
- the author is dead, in the

that in reading a text what we count E:HI:
text itself; itis irrelevant to relate the text lo its
:t:“i_-_n_nr: Nevertheless in the context of

MEeN's emancipation, the emergence of

In the Islamic tradition there is a famous
hadith about marmiage saying: "0 young
people! Whoever among you can marry,
should marry, because it helps him lower
his gaze and guard his modesty, and who

ever is not able fo marry, should fast, as fast
ing diminishing his sexual power. From
this saying, we can recognize immediately
the way Muslims giving value on marriage
Mariage is closely related to the way peopie
controlling their sexual drive. In another
hadith, however, we read that "Marriage IS
one half of religion” (al-zawdj nusf al-din)
hetext | Mamiage fs recommended not only on the
ondary. | base of biological necessity but also on the

nen | refigious reason, In order to follow Islam’s

%,-tiﬂ':w.
,HL"--' L TR

:
Lo i

cannot ignore the impor

s relation to be a good

Itis true that, uniike Christian teach-
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most detestable of all things pﬂnnﬂigd is d".
vorce" (al-1aldq abghadul-mubahal Jﬂﬂ-JIé.er
{a'sla). In short, among the Muslun.there is
a strong tendency 10 cherish mamiage, by
which men and women are st pposed 1o
improve their humanity.

In both Midag Afley and Women at Poin!
Zaro, however, marmiage is draﬂmlically ru:_-
tignalized as the mos! teifying soclal insti
\ution, where different types of humaf trans-

n can lake place exmssim_ly -inten-
tionally or not. This transgression IS mﬂﬁtlnlf
ditected to women thatthey a1 e M"ﬂ;
suffering victims. In these novels, i1 lﬂ- »
hardly find any marital rejawﬂslw :
fecs viesoikof 2 mﬁ?nﬂf?m fact that

hadith. Instead. m ITEE ing 1o ruin and
any marital relationship e roamt mar-

was tha system buill on the mast crunl sul-
fering for women”? In order lo escape Irom
e familial life, she ran oul of her husband's
hause inta the street, since she found her
soif thal "the =freel had become the only sale
place in which | coutd seck refuge, and inlo
which | could escape with my whele be-
ing."™@ For both authars, indeed, mantal re-
[ationship is fictionalized as a mate-created
inslitution 0 repress e famale power, Un-
derstandably, In bath novels we find here
and there a steag desire of women 10 mln
and to mun as far as possible from the famil
ial life.
s marital institution 50 currqp'led that it
eannol longer <tand up? bs marmage Sﬂﬂ'l&-]
thing out of mode? Are 3l hush_ands mmnnﬁ
that no wife can help to live in the mmm
institution? Both authvors seem nol b W

.l:hE marital I'E{Eﬁljﬂﬁhip“sﬂﬂ They

ve nor disprove anything
tY of man‘igﬂ_ﬂ'_. YWhat ey

disbehave
did not want pro
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:;HE;EEE of marriage, 3 iy S aprideofafamilytobe able | Sadaws opinon, 3 husbands ae pimps,
ed mantal institution her life Indeeq 4, Obedianey ol the this kind of honor. On the con- | even worse than prolessional pimps, for they
’ trol of her husbang. ﬂﬂﬂh Sundercon- | derived fry = Suffering of . 1o “ﬂlﬁium 1o exercise this task will pro- | make his wives prostitutes, A wie can be a
should be consulted firsy !mg shewantstodg | in the T-Elrnﬂm * WEak position Mshany " unforgiven shame (aib) and the | prostitute as long as she cannot say "No” i
e Conltrary, a husba ° her husbang, On | tified with ;:Ir'| s fion is 5 i W0fan aoee al'll:E SEVEre. Thatis why the sys- | her husband. All wives, according lo
wants. Only becay nd Faﬂ do what he | is 2450 ox EIgious |y This cop, M jug | 55"""“:“ protection of women is 50, tight that Firdaus, ane afraid 10 be assertive with them-
man, he can se he is a husbang a | wantt XPressed by e Kirsh gy lem | not make their family shameful. | selves and ham?én'hlheirhushania But,
ﬂverl h be the master of himself alnd hi G. listen to his wife a;j.ma Who dig not they migh e not yet manried, her family has tragically, this kind of relationship is masked
Fifdausesra::?w- While she was 2 child s addiction and joye affair =N regary | %m 1o protect her. Afler hier mar- mu.1 heqolc expression s:;Ftu as 'j:-.rul.e-::mn'
Ow powerful her father is U ' "N, nol | refuse to sy i s responsibility is taken over by her | or"lor the sake of woman's honar
o wenri-tyly ol gt In the case she Was divorced, she Furthermore, thrughout his novel el

man. | am
follo s &a'dawi represented how the caniral fgure,

his family, as if he were the only human be :
- ek protection from her family. In

Ing in his home. Thi what | like! Leg b
: - INis unforgettable b ef leave the ha
it wanfs to. : e # gha . - . . . ‘
expenence haPP'E'nﬂd on herself s ter gars™ 21 her roam with the street bay i =horl, she cannol five aione, because she FIfﬂJUS.Imabwly hacame Jmm‘ hat the
cived not protect hersell. Thus i is understand- | dominating marital institution has its rools
a on ‘s fear of being dominaded by wamen

s::;ﬁ:rhm after her father's death, she lived
;5" :r uncle, a student of al-Azhar univer-
Y. and then became the wife of Shaikh

Mr. Kirsha's FEsponse must reming

of a proverb saying s

. “The obedience 1
women is nothing more than a regref” {ﬁ.'-

abie that the feminis protest is Mngamn-
tally directed 10 shake the assumplion thal
women cannot protect themselves, Tills a5
by strongly rooled in the

novel I directed
ch men them-
Amask

From this paint of view the
\g unmask this fear, of whi
galyes ang pol coNSCrRUS I oedier bo U

Mahmid a : _ :
uncle used :: diﬁ:: Sixty-years widower. Her | /2 8 an'-lnr's.g' nadama). For women there i sumplion is not on sl < cated 3. pOE0
thing that i xual harassment - some- | ™ choice in confronting the violence rrm family fife but also in the world of prostilution, | men's fear, el-54 .;13.;..;' “.: 04 oy
homified her, but she could not | teir husbands. They should accept n-m._- where Firdaus was looking for freedom from | pist wha Stay gutside of ﬁrze b

i < onac This can bee seen in the | tion, 50 that she can fictionalize
male domination. This &2 co e

refuse this shameful transgression, ¢ =

wise they will be expelled. But why did nol

d a powerlul

d and UnRS3 _
B is completely dominated by

she felt powerless
o less. She had no right to name they choose the olherwise? It is almost im- dialogue between Firdaus an
that what he did was not his i A imo of her: wile, @ woman &
ing was his right. Her suffer- possible for them, because their society and man who wanted to be the pimp et husband, because che can no longer
by her HE led, when she was forced "'?"Qiﬂn will not tolerate women who bee *Every prostifute has & pimp fo protect give any value on arsel] Thiss she does ot
P, ‘“ mary to Shaikh Mahmad, | Without the male protection. It is this very her from other pamps. ?’”rﬂﬂ; izl <tand upon her own Vae. Even ﬁh;;aﬁf;ﬂ
B her uncle got no less than one | M0tion of protection that is exposed critically lice. That's what I'm 9o +onor hersel. The honor in fhe '“:ﬁﬁml
®© ““h":ﬁ'ﬂﬂﬂw..slumm in both novels. mgﬁ“ﬁmmw"”“‘ tionship does nol bexnd e::llq-n. il
m. m ﬁﬂﬂi I. : : TH:SM'I':I A man, of : o
not know how to escap Fause she did The rebellious women in the novels prolect RefE. cotection” O ve [yeaicned 2 500 5 & VO
W how lto escape, and where she | | 1merF‘:ﬂﬂﬁIﬂdmﬂh— facl o be s relized tis
: go. But she could ol increasingly realized that they were treated vy cannol do W cad byt S can honar herself, Firdaus fE&zE™
: uid not stay long with exorcise gssionat

her husband, because he used to beat as weak human beings who needed the pro- rwise i de o™ iough her expenence ol B BT
with his shoes, mﬂ'ﬂlﬂtﬂ h$ tection of men. In this case, family was the e al-Gadaws prostitute. “A human 'hmr:f Iafjuul:llE =
fmﬁ;:wam mhm b only place where women seek protection. Here we 52 how in 100 Firdaus, " mﬂu‘ﬁfﬁl‘ (men) contin
uncle's wife said: “t : and ﬁmir should include man/men. From 500 on e status O '“'“ml che put @ | et MEWM o power.™ Thus

"t was precisely men well versed in theie fmm Tt to his dom W: same o WIa! | 0 daasmtmi an independent WOT'ZH

(eliion who best their wies. The pee D ured from its capacity to protect its mﬁwﬂ@alﬂﬁ? is a husband's comes dm.mat-eavﬂﬁ&-bﬂ”“h”

cepts of religion permitted such punish- s --'.-'“’__'-_:ﬂmﬂh in other words, are con- 5 ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂm? in el- | will be very

role
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capacity to honor herself threatens directly
the essence of the patriarchal marital rels.
tionship. In his other writing, el-Sa‘'dawi's
said that man's fear from woman is trans-
formed into hatred and, in its tums, into re-
pression. As a comparison, just remember
al-Aqqad’s experience as it is quoted above:
woman can be experienced as the greatest
woe and tyranny, to which man can kneel
down unconditionally.

In the Midag Alley, the process of un-
masking also happened. Like el-Sa‘'dawi's
female protagonists, Mahfiiz' also unmasked
men's fear of woman's power. But, unlike
the female protagonists in the Woman at
Point Zero, Mahflz, did not make his female,
protagonists (such as Mrs. Kirsha and
Hamida) aware on their situation. Instead,
they still needed male assistance to be con-
scious. In this case, the role is played by
Shaikh Darwish. Considering the courage
of Mrs. Kirsha, Shaikh Darwish said to Mr.
Kirsha:

"0 Kirsha, Your wife is a slrong woman.

indeed, she has a masculinity which many

men lack. She is really a male, nol 3 fe-
maie. Why don'l you love her. then?

In the Midag Alley, the position of Shaikh
Darwish is very special. He has a kind of pro-
phetic role. We are tempted to say that he s
the alter ego of the author. In many cases he
can perceive what most people fall to un-
derstand, and can see what is invisible to
other people. In this case, he seems also to

see something special happened in the re-
lationship between Mr. Kirsha and his wife.
the weakness of many men, including Mr.

- : 55 of mEf‘I. 5 i
Ing that their idealized power msaﬁ’pﬁptﬂf;.

\thus in fact they are weak) and, on the g,
Il‘ﬂr'_l"-_sl.}':h POWeT IS possesseq by """:'ﬂ'li'.l:.
who s supposed to be weak, Mahidz in.
deed, proposed a clear analysis on the
power relationship between man ang
woman, but his analysis itself still belongs tg
the male. This process is different from that
of the Woman at Point Zero, where women
are represented as the actors of unmasking
consciously and intentionally. The voice o
Firdaus is typically the voice of feminist, Wi
understand clearly what they want and the
way lo realize it. From the feminist pg«nl ol
view, Midag Alley might be less radical in
defending women's interest. Women 19
doubt are defended, but they are still putin
the patriarchal framework.

Both authors are no doubt shal.cirr? t;:
standard, by which a woman i 10
Eniz;umd her d:;rmtr They question Hbi
versively the assumption that the SUCCess 0
being a woman first and foremost should be
measured in her steadfastness 10 presenve
man-created values and honor by becom-
ing & servile wife. Umm Hamida mﬂﬂdhE;
daughter Hamida on the consequence
her strong personality: “God will never find,
you a husband; what man would want 1o €
brace a buming fire brand like you?” Itis nc!

a curse but a realistic judgment on a girl Ik
ie]

! het nat
by 2 Hamida said mmn{mghh .
i - i s
peore W0 2 | i give itagood “‘:‘1:':"1:11:&
arnage

Wamida’s pﬂﬁ'““:;j;:; unshakeable
can
S e onlypace W
gonalize et B hetween mamags

. i the context of devastating poverty
Powry a5 a deteriorating factor that
the unequal relalionship between
mnaﬂw.mnhuﬁmmw
ﬁ'la'lm#mmnmhe awane of their mis-
erable situation. Thex hard e tzught fem
1o be more Couragecus in facing thewr lile
and mmmmaimﬁc!nﬁﬂhhr_l:ﬁ

- of their absurd. Firdaus mTj,!;;
j s her misiress, W
wﬂﬂ ssa?.rri;al‘\'es. fife i) exacty B
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chapters, Hamida is
;T awgm H’latpuvefty_ L had made her suffer,

verly is really identical 1o sutfering in jtg
deegest sense. Because of poverty she could
@t live with her own parents; instead, she
lived with Mrs, Umm Hamida. EEtaué.e of

unwanted po she e

stand her realmr. Inﬂ;e?inpﬂﬂi:ﬁ“? L::u:.:r;
to be destiny as her birth itself. In this case
her tragic situation is really similar with Ashurl
Abdullah’s in Mahfiiz’ Harafish." Both pro-
tagonists, while they were still baby, were
abandoned by their parents because of their
poor condition. Economic situation has sepa-
rated bittery a new-bom baby from her mother,

Understandably it is her strong belief
that only richness can possibly transform her
numerable to honorable life. But how can
t!m uneducated and poor Hamida become
nch? For Hamida, there is no choice than
through marriage. From her sumounding she
had learnt that marriage is the most possible
way to mobilize his social status vertically.
Her girl I’rlan&mjnrudamﬂ'lﬁfg only after
the “fortune sent a rich contractor who trans-
ported her from her numerable hovel to a
fairy-tale life." While dreaming a wealthy
husband, however, Hamida did not find a rich
mi'lbmlbbis. the barber, who rent a room
in L’_mnt of her house. Hamida, however.
Accepted Abbés' proposal on the condition
that he had to provide her with a fiat! Despite
the difficult condition, Abbés accepted it. A/-
Fatiha was recited to conclude their engage-
m:x days later he went to el-Kabir o

money with British sﬂdmmam &

upexpeﬂedh. Instead, she mat
Pimp who offered her 3 magic
from the poor condition of M
ous life in the mansion. This

being free womant

you failed to value yourself high

rience, Firdaus' background
experience of being humiliation

from her rights to be fully human

a professionsy
Way lo Move
ﬂ&q to by
time, this for

tune did not come from marriage but from

Considering Hamida's story, we recog.
nize immediately how she became grady.
ally aware of the value of herself. His story
shows a process of valuation of oneself
Hamida is a symbol of a courage to value
This valuation can he found also in the fig
ure of Firdaus until she was reminded by
Sharifa who said: “Neither Bayumi, not any
of his cronies realized your worth, because

ly enough. A

man does not know a woman's valué,
Firdaus.” But different from Hamida's expe-
is close fo lhe

rather than

to poverty. Her inleraction with men had
taught her that she suffered a lot, unlr_ be-
cause she is a woman. She was deprived

merely be-

cause of her womanhood. However, the tWo
heroines tried to terminate their miseralie
condition by utilizing the same weapon: pro-
fessional prostitution. By means of this pro-
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s4a wanted 10 regain her new-
Mﬂ:‘ el alue, and Firdaus her new-
s Their expenences

edom. :
rﬂnmdmnl?ava made them deeply alien-
seemed eplyes, that they areno konger

m '
Mmm“;ve value on themselves, instead

ir values are always decided by men.

What do the two novels want 1o 5.3}?!:?
aking Hamida and Firdaus pmfgssmnal
i 2 Why prostitute and nol forinstance,
carser women? In the context of l'_rtem";.r cre-
ativity the term “prostitute” obviously h&_s
metaphorical meaning 1o express EHESH?E!F
ften said that aesthelic

xperiences. It is O |
2:p-e:ieme is closely related 1o the exper-

ence of freedom, honest, ::rpenne_ss. ;;md 50
on. In this case, the {em *prostitute musl
sarve as a type of calegery {0 descnbe n;z;
woman refationship in different way. Ind . ;
the production of meaning of these novels 5

related to our ability o inlllar'pre:'l ;h:
central metaphor El-Sa'dawi, a5 we

seen above, believed that “the prDSls:r!:i
seems 1o symbolizé real woman, Wo
without a veil or & mask
can read these novels EII:; :
. the metapho?
ﬁ:?ﬁc deie:—ﬁutwmﬂﬂ“‘“
marital institution.

the

K. Ne

victims as long as we see them from their
incapacity 10 incorporate themselves inlo a
given sociely. nthe case of Hamida, sheis
victim of patriarchal structure of power in the
familial fife and its consequence for the dis-
tribution of wealth. She was fusiratad, be-
cause she could nol actualize her ambion
to change her economic condiion through
a given social sructure. She was very aware,
55 it is 5aid abave, that to mamy a husband ol
her class would never give her 2 hope io
improve her economic conoition .-'-d:nlim;
ally, she aiso reakred thal ,-“Is.a woman, il
was sl unusual [0 work c-u_-:sa:r:- the .‘Ir:-'f-f
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Hawwa' bilh Adam (1934, Eve withot Adam)
where “moderm woman® Hawwa  the u:-rl-
tral figure of the novel, was not undersiood
by her relatives and friends, and fnsded 19 fing
@ husband, lmmmmmmmm
10 be a wile. Different from Hamida and
Firdaus, Hawwa terminated her suffenng by
killing hersell. In the Hawwa' bilé Adam we
see cloarly how an Arab male writer kiled
the heroine and hor ambition. He warned
Arab women that Il thay wanted 1o be career
women, they should be ready not 1o have
husband (‘Adam’). In the Midag Alley.
Hamida was dofeated, and in the woman #f
Point Zero, Firdaus was sentenced 1o death
However, by making them prostitutes, the
Buthors - in one way and another - stil lead
determination. From Ihis perspective, these
tion of power feminist.

iare riil ﬂ_'lf
much different from Mahmid Tahe Lidin
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Becoming prostitutes, Firdaus a7
Hamida were not only kberated from e 5
fering derived from the patnarchl stuc”
of familial We, but also created a breat™
situation where they both were forced 1</
ate valves for their fife. On the first placs
what they experienced was the exchans”
value of their womanhood o, more prece
one function of thewr woman's sexuaity 17!
found themselves valuable, because !¢/
could exchange one of their use valve ¢/
their body for money. This can be seen ©
Firdaus' first experience fo receive 3

noke from her “consumer”. For Frdaus, w3
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through sexual eXperiences -
she has a bady, by which she
However, this situation is no
lized by the Arab famil
em. In America. for in
of women was unma

¥ but also by the west

In her classic Femining Mystique ( 1966)
where she voiced the angsl

found themselves “uUnwage
and consumers"
women,

In these novels, this kind of experienca
is no doubt very significant and at the same
time crucial in the women's process in dis-
covering their power lo valuate themselves.
By mean of prostitution, women felt their body

first and foremast through the exchange
value,

From this point of view, she might be
considered as decadent human being, be-
cause she reduces her humanity into ex-
change value, and human relation into com-
madity relation. However, we should not for-
get that by means of metaphor of prostitu-
tion, the authors - in particular el-Sa'dawi -
fictionalized the women's consciousness of
her own power ‘in deciding the cost of the
d sexual slave but rather sexual worker, and
prostitution is not sexual slavery but sexual
enterprise. A sexual slave and sexual sia-

however, has her own mmmh

on the fact tha
can felt her fife,
{ ':'ﬂl"_l" mﬂmpﬂ_

stance, this alienation
sked by Betty Friedan

of woman whao
d housewives
and sexually frustrated
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Following the biography of Firdaus, s
also leam that exchange value is not the ;:-.—u-
value a woman gives to her life g
commodifying her body, Firdaus heamt that
she could alsp give another values lg her
life. The exchange value, thus, becomes 3
new metaphor within which a woman can
desire another values, including unnamed
invaluable value. What is most important here
i5 the consciousness that a woman can cre-
ate her own value and the understanding
how a woman should protect her own value
In order to profect the exchange value, she
knows very well that she should decide the
cost as highly as possible. Here we wee (hal
what is important is not the value itself, bul
the power of creating -values for themselves
Thus Firdaus will become Firdaus fF_'HFH;
dise) and Hamida "someone who praises
instead of malediction. The metaphor of
prostitution is closely related to the women s
desire to regain their power fo valorization
their life and to decide the way to protecting
their own values,

ﬂj' Women and state

cost of the exchange value. From Firdays®

Both in the Midag Alley and Woman 8t
Point Zero, we recognize immediately that

95
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e gxpenenced the state's
**‘“E“ﬂ“}'ﬁim 'm Midaq Alle, the
4 i5 miost clearly ﬁﬁtmﬂ;’h.rﬁ
slale € ¢ i resence of tne Bnb
s mﬁﬂemjnlgilipated both Egypl's men
solders The Brtish soldiers made the
ol g men their volunteers in lhg
Eﬂmmﬂﬂkﬂ" -,*nur;gand {he women pmﬁtitu'les_m

i ;E:I.Ipbﬁ The local govemment - In-

' { prac-
i < nolicemen - were aimos

ir _ -

#m ﬂieﬂp:as in defending their @ﬁgr
AL le from the barbaric explortalion
auihﬁ::merialiﬁt British government.
y h his novel, Mahfiz succeeded fan-
s the brutal cruetty of

tastically 1o fictionalize ihe | :
mpenatam and the unlimited suffering of

being colonialized, the pleasure n;:,spﬂ'lrl::;
and the frustration of powerless =
cruelty ironically, did net yet _cezse e
see in the Women at the F‘nrn.r .emhﬂd =
decades after the British |mpEna|L5tsw i
the country. in one way of E_lrp:ﬂhl.‘f i
} seems - mnﬁclmlls-lf o Ko
replace the brutal rote of the lmmﬂ?r:mdu-
diers in exploiting the ciizens. For

+ 4o AbbES,
nary people like Firdaus, Ham|_da. :

and the like, independen’ ﬁﬂtw e

3 aus 50
put 8
o e 2 e,
tate are ghat

through the * ich pEoPe ormalf = =
ology) bY *0 gty o
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they might be mare docile in conforming
themsetves with the stale’s authonty. Gener-
ally speaking, this education is mainly in-
tended to make fhe people believe uncondi-
tionally in what the stabe demands from the
people. In this regard, there ane two impor-
tant notions that can be found both in the
Midaq Ay or Woman at Point Zero; palno-
fism and prodection. Patnobsm Empies 2
heroic spirt of people o dedand their coun-
Iy - their palna. I this context, the stabe has
responsibiity to maintain the painolc 5?*_’"
of the pacple so thal ey are Bways rE_H“T;
delend their country, especially from (e €

femal danger Addisonally, bl:nﬂ nurﬂlg»:cta‘.li
deals the funcion ol the state 10 p:ﬂ;ﬁ'ﬂqlh}.'
people from [he :s:rre_renl types 'ﬁlr-tlam:n
dangers. The stale claims on Ilt‘e.-nn?ﬂ.l.‘ww.
tact the peaple from puss.'.,-..”me 2
: Irﬂﬁ“ﬂd.l'-’fﬁﬂﬁhef&.hﬁ“ o
E-ﬁg::ﬂn!a-' nodions are very ghoss

I oW
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; fale
sty of e Sl
!’E;I;Jﬂ of the ms;ﬁﬂsuhullgy i
Iz :
f::.' the female protagants
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tation of the myl

in the bloody battlefield but had to satisfy the
lust of a very important Personality in a Juxy.

rous bed in th
edly, however,

paliceman, even though he insisted that if
sl_ue really loved her country, if she was a pa.
I".m' she would go 1o this important person.
ality at once, otherwise she would insult the

great man and
danger the relg

ﬁl.lll'_mugh t_hmalened 1o be sent to jail, she
resisted him persistently. Instead, she said

[0 him that she

lism” and . that her country had not only given
her nothing, bul had also taken away any-
thing she might have had, including her
honor and her dignity." Here we see how

palriotism was

ninrg_a_nd how the ruled resisted the biased
patnolism. From the part of the state, patrio-

she had not o defe

[ - rid
_m:h l'iLl.II had to save the repu-
NG regime, she had not to die

@ five-stars hotel, Unexpeci.
Firdaus refused to obey the
this means that it would en-

tions between IWo countries!

“knew nothing about patrio-

presented by the rufing re-

for the milita = 5 Qopay
recili “Fly,
LM | lﬂg thE h .T EI'-IIIME!'! 5,.
b : TONge Vapess it
5 'E'}fl'lll]..iﬂ ha'ﬂ} 8 1 :'ll.: la
volunteer in the Bis, Amy an:r o
. |

! in his pl,'l_-._-s':'
While Abbas Was working with Mo Fg-Lum

Army, his flances, Hamida, disappegrad
from M:’daq Alley working in a n::_]:-r.i ;I::-:
where the Most visitors are Rritich Sﬁj,.nr
In 1‘1.113- Midag Allay, the valu of Dﬁ!fﬁ)!l.‘.!;: fa
subject to the eConomic necessity -

the el-Sa‘dawi's novel, Mahiiz represeniod
their heroes as defeated victims of the En

similarity of the two novelisls in dealing wi

the notion of patriotism. Bolh portrayed pa
triotism as an ideological instrument of the
govemment o exploit their own people. The
government speak about the national pride
the dignity of the country; yet imnicall, they soi
thelr country for their own interest Thus they

Eﬁ:t::au its people h“;m"ﬁm of the questioned critically the value of patnolism
life. On the contrary, fmmi;., ;HE" The other notion crilicized in both nov
Pﬂﬁ.mﬁaumnﬁmﬁa els in regard with the state is the way -t
demand decided by the state without nec. | SIALe actualizing its responsibilty to profec
essarlly realizing the reason Inmmm the people from different types of intemal in
mﬂmﬂnﬁmhmp”m security. In this case the slate represented
and pride for another. But what is a state? | 911 @5 an institution that is entrusted by
Who is state? A people to protect the people’s Interesls. This
A similar situation g representation can be seen in the way men

the Midag Alley, where ﬂT u,;m 8500 | of state such as policeman handiing the
' “algovemment | people by emphasizing that they acted in he

a7

carain PEOPIE

But, different from the protagonists of

glish brutality. But, in essence, we find 2 doey

tate. From this point of view, for
ike Hamida and Fir:au; tlne
: nenced as a disciplin:
site ® III"11"‘aIl‘uI:»:f:.’:ll;f:m!':! with the coercing
- q% its coercive apparatus such
PN nen, se daim i fht o Gscine
. m-pdéieuialing persons such as pro-
whﬁw e, “Deviant’, because she
cannol be categorized ‘into morally 9‘3_'”‘1
. and “deviating’, because her E].:J.51-
Mmﬁhh&fx a moral threal 1o the soCiety.
::'m a prostitute,” said a yound police to
Firdaus, "and It's my duty to amest you, and
others of your kind, To clean up the country,
and protect respectable Iamll_les from the
fikes of you.” Yes, itis @ maoral discourse W"
cally preached by men of women of rebgion
or civil servant. At the first glance, we SEE
how responsible this policeman Is @n t~e
common good. However, in fact, what the

police ks most concemed i n-;31hm-$hl:nul. l:::l-
L]

show hi lute power over her. Thio

et W pstablish 2

enace, he just wanted to eSIRST
m m‘-ﬂt}n-nshi::. wpon which he might Tx
able to do whatever he wanls mi1hﬂf
this case, the policeman i prepanng 'lpﬂwwan*.
relationship belore saving. "BV Equumﬂr
o use force. Perhaps we G20 agmi i
Withaut a fuss. [l give you 8 P00

e o0

mu;!u | donl
pound. What do y0U 2% 1l ojcomon
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bul also disregarded her humanity, onby be-
cause she is a prostitue, A human baing
like: her has been socialy consirucied a5 the
social enemy, [hal her exstente is un-
wanted, even should be abolished That is
why unsurprisingly, afier screwing. her, he
said unscrupuloosly: What ane you wailing
for? | have no money on ma torght 1T gave you
money the next time.™ By saying I, we
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As we have seen, Firda
Garum, a1 o s o
: elt unprotectad from
the absolute power of men over women,
Q:ﬂment case and different degree, the fee)-
ing of being unprotected is also experienced
by the female protagonists in the Midaq Al
ley. Generally speaking, we see a common
experience among these women: in their
own family they fell themselves unprotected
from the excessive male power, From this
point of view, it really sounds so absyrd when
the policeman said: "It's my duty to amest
you, and others of your kind. To clean up the
country, and protect respectable families
from the likes of you.” In this case, the mean-
ing of *respectable families” is being betrayed
by bitter experiences of Firdaus, Hamida,
Mrs. Kirsha, Mrs. Alwan, Mrs. Saniya Affifi,
and even Mrs. Ridwan Husaini, Il became
clear that the term *respectable families® is
completely man-made definition. This defini-
tion ignores the aspect of justice and equality
in treating their wife. On the contrary, this
definition emphasizes the docility of women
in accepting their husband's treatment.

For the figures like Firdaus, the state
has completely failed in their responsibility
-to protect the peaple for two reasons. Firsty,

in practice men and women of the state un-
dertook double repression on the deviant fig-
ures such as prostitute. Secondly, they failed
to protect the women inside the family fife.
From this point of view, the state is really an
institution to protect the interest of men, in-
cluding their interest in the family life. That is
why Firdaus said in a firm determination:
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By saying this, indeed, the power o ize
is put into question, The state is critically
challenged, because it does not give a spacs
for women o realize their humanity accon
ing (o their own ‘interpretation. The professions
prostitution, in this case, is really inspiring
metaphor of an uncompromising attempt ic
rebel radically against the coercive siructr
of the state with its male-dominating 1Ge0
ogy. It is a fictionalization of strong desire ol 3
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