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Abstract
Puritan verse is en imvaluable and inseparadle
element of American Literamire. The Puritan commupity,
being one of many other groups of s tilers throughout the
New World dominated the writings during the early
permd or the colonial period This paper intends to
reveal the subject, purpose. stvle, and type ol Puritan
verse and attempis o identify its significance in the
development of American Literature
The ultimate purposes of Puritan verse wriing are
o educate, to glorify Ged, and 1o contemplate or
meditate. The subject of their verse is also of religious
spirit; those are man's relation to God and ways (o
glorify God. The Puritan theory of style is the Biblical
stvle, which is the plain, clear, direci, and unadorned
one. Puritanism forbade the use of allegory, imagery, and
any other kinds of figures of speech for fear that they
might generate evil passions. Yet, the Puritan poets found
their own way to make a distinction. The most common
forms of Puritan verse are rhymed statements, long
didactic poems, historical verses, personal, reflective.
meditative and lyrical poetry, as well as funeral elegy, in
the model of anagrams-acrostics and epitaphs. The
Puritan verse has a significant position in the
development of American Literature. It is the pioneer as
well as the root of the later forms of poetry. Moreover.
the invention of anagrams and acrostics is a one siep
forward in the American literary development




	Puritan verse-1
	Puritan verse-2

