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Abstract. This study is aimed to describe how the global climate change was perceived by
teachers of elementary schools. The subjects were 111 teachers from 7 elementary schools
in Yogyakarta City and Sleman district. The data was collected using open-ended questions
(including perceptions about the weather, feelings evoked by global warming words and
free responses related to global warming issues). The data was analysed using the technique
of qualitative and quantitative content analysis with an Indigenous Psychology Approach.
The results showed that only one teacher reported that there was no weather anomaly,
while 110 teachers reported that they perceived weather anomaly. Of those who perceived
weather anomaly mostly referred to natural conditions (including global climatic condition
and environmental destruction) and human behaviour as its root causes. Responses about
feelings evoked by global warming words were classified into three categories, i.e.
emotional, physical and irrelevant responses. Free responses about global warming were
classified into four categories respectively from the highest frequency of responses:
prevention (including statement “must be prevented”, prevention behaviours and
prevention efforts), states (including the weather states and feeling), causes (including
technological advances and human behaviour generally), and others. The research finding
was discussed in the frame of environmental concern as a means of character education in
elementary schools.

Keywords: elementary school teacher, indigenous psychology approach, global climate
change, weather anomaly

Global climate change is a long-term  accumulation of these gases in the

climate change that is caused by natural
variability and human activities. Human
activities which are responsible for these
issues are
greenhouse gas emissions, for example, the
use of fossil fuels and deforestation. The

activities that result in
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atmosphere leads to an increase of the
earth's temperature, which causes global
warming and an accelerated global climate
change (Intergovernmental
Climate Change, 2007, 2014).
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