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The Community Psychology book series is envisaged as a space to review the
established assumptions and knowledge economy underlying community
psychology, and encourage writings that recognize the plurality of people and the
many geographical, psychological and sociological locations that they occupy. The
book series will enable contributors to stimulate thought that questions that which
is constructed as critical knowledges, community psychology, and the meanings of
liberation and community. Contributions to the book series draw attention to the
applications of community psychology in the Global South and the Global North as
they relate to such issues as violence, socio-economic inequality, racism, gender,
migration, dispossession, climate change, and disease outbreaks. In do so, it centers
community psychology as focused on the well-being of collectives, and dealing
with such focal issues as deploying psychology to support social justice, the
relevance and appropriateness of its internal logic, and methods that deal with the
range of psychological, social, cultural, economic, political, environmental,
epistemic, and local and global influences that bear on the quality of life of
individuals, communities and society. The book series concentrates thus on the
following three key areas of focus: 1) decoloniality, power and epistemic justice, 2)
knowledge production, contestation and community psychology, and 3) community
psychology in context. The series is of vital and immediate relevance to researchers,
practitioners, faculty and students from the intervention sciences, including
anthropology, sociology, public health, development studies, social work and urban
studies.
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We dedicate this handbook to all on the
frontlines of living and resisting historically,
of rising in the face of persistent colonial
violence. Our dedication honors, respects
and affirms that decolonization is and must
be done and embodied, practiced, rehearsed,
and enacted. It is not to be recited or written
in the abstract. Decoloniality is an undoing,
and embracing the process as a long
ancestral journey.



Series Foreword

The Community Psychology Book Series: A Dialogical
Decolonizing Space

The Springer Community Psychology Book Series, embodying a bold vision,
assumes community psychology as a terrain for disrupting hegemonic and coloniz-
ing thought and practices and simultaneously producing liberatory scholarship. The
series is imagined as a dialogical opening for humanizing, imaginative, and situated
knowledges and liberatory praxes. The book series elaborates on collective anti-
colonial, decolonial, and liberatory projects in community psychology and cognate
areas of scholarship through interrogations of decolonizing psychologies’ obliga-
tions in the era of the modern knowledge economy, and the embrace of alternative
and disruptive imaginings. The series pushes back against the limitations imposed
on creative thought and practices by hierarchical and homogenizing influences in
and outside of the academy.

The series encourages contributions that distinguish community psychology as
knowledge and engages with the contestation for representation and authority. The
series invites contributions that examine the politics and archaeology of knowledge
and considers how particular concepts and theories have gained ascendency in com-
munity psychology. The series also includes writings that offer insights into the
benefits and limitations of creative methodologies applied in research, intervention,
and analysis.

The series encourages work that centrally engages with epistemicide—the derac-
ination of other-than-western modes of knowing and knowledge systems—and its
manifestations in scholarship on community, community-making, community
resistance, and the formations of social arrangements that seek to overturn racism,
racialization, heteropatriarchy, classism, and other forms of oppressive social rela-
tions. The series is aligned with and situated within the larger body of praxes of the
South, borne out of struggles for self-determination, epistemic independence and
epistemic agency, and visions and imaginations of radical humanism. The series
thus seeks to animate conversations about what it means to create and live in human
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formations that challenge “race” and racism, gendered and patriarchal arrange-
ments, inequitable economic and material arrangements, and problematic notions of
sex and sexuality, as well as a range of other exclusionary “-isms.”

This Handbook of Decolonial Community Psychology, the sixth publication in
the book series and co-edited by Christopher C. Sonn, Jesica Siham Fernandez,
James Ferreira Moura Jr, Monica Eviandaru Madyaningrum, and Nick Malherbe,
offers refined interpretations of decolonial thought, methodologies, and practices in
community psychology. The handbook transcends intellectual, geographical, and
cultural borders, and constraining identities, affirming and celebrating the unique
identities, experiences and positions of its contributors within the global landscape
of knowledge and politics. The handbook will undoubtedly inspire collective con-
versations and provoke debates about the epistemological, theoretical, methodolog-
ical, and applied dimensions of decolonization in community psychology and
related fields of scholarship.

The handbook illuminates the dynamic intersections between resistance and
colonial legacies, foregrounding the enduring struggles against settler colonialism
and racial capitalism across diverse geographies, temporalities, and histories.
Underscoring the urgency of addressing inter-connected local and global chal-
lenges, such as land rights, livelihoods, and dignified existence, the handbook offers
hopeful yet critical perspectives on radical social justice struggles around the globe.

As a seminal work, this handbook will undoubtedly further define and shape the
contours of knowledge in decolonial community psychology and inspire new gen-
erations of scholars, practitioners, students, and community organizers to advance
the field with innovative ideas and transformative practices.

Institute for Social and Health Sciences Mohamed Seedat
University of South Africa, Shahnaaz Suffla
Johannesburg and Cape Town, South Africa
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preservation.

Marianne Daher holds a PhD in Psychology and Master in Social Community
Psychology from Pontificia Universidad Catélica de Chile where she is assistant
professor at the Psychology Department and Coordinator of the Professional
Training in Social Community Psychology. She is Distinguished by Uniservitate,
Fundaciéon Superaciéon de la Pobreza FUSUPO, Centro Latinoamericano de
Desarrollo Rural RIMISP, and Vicerrectoria de Investigacion UC. Her scientific
career is focused on research methodologies, social programs evaluation, social
intervention, burnout and care, community mental health, integral human develop-
ment, gender, among others. Her Teaching career is centered in academic integrity,
service learning, and active methodologies. Professional career focused on social
programs for poverty intervention from the public sector, international cooperation,
organized civil society, and grassroots communities. She is founder and director of
Corporacién Moviliza and a member of the Chilean Society of Community
Psychology. She creator the platform www.praxiscomunitaria.com.

Urmitapa Dutta is Associate Professor of Psychology at University of
Massachusetts Lowell. Her decolonial and feminist activist scholarship seeks to
address everyday violence by centering Global South voices and imaginaries. She
works in solidarity with Miya people in Northeast India to build communities of
resistance against coloniality and state violence.

Francesca Esposito is an educator, researcher, and community organizer. Being
trained as a community psychologist, over her trajectory she engaged in different
social justice movements, including, more recently, feminist border abolition strug-
gles. Her work has focused on border violence, particularly immigration detention,
and bottom-up forms of resistance to border regimes. She is a member of the
Unchained Collective.

Alicia Raquel Rodriguez Ferreyra is a psychologist who graduated from the
Universidad de la Republica, Uruguay. She holds a master in Social Psychology
(Universidad Nacional de Mar del Plata, Argentina) and PhD in Social Sciences
(Universidad de Buenos Aires, Argentina). Alicia is a professor at the Institute of
Social Psychology, School of Psychology, Universidad de la Republica, Uruguay.
She has extensive academic and professional experience in the field of community

psychology.
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Carlos Eduardo Esmeraldo Filho graduated in psychology from the Federal
University of Ceard (UFC), master in Public Health from the State University of
Ceard (UECE), PhD in Psychology from the Federal University of Ceard (UFC). He
is a professor of psychology at the Ari de S4 College (Fortaleza/Ceard). He has
experience working, teaching, and researching in the following areas: social psy-
chology, community psychology, psychosocial intervention, research methodology,
psychosocial implications of poverty, and homelessness.

Michelle Fine is a distinguished professor of Critical Psychology and Urban
Education at the Graduate Center, CUNY; a founding faculty member of the Public
Science Project; and a visiting scholar at the University of South Africa. Fine’s work
addresses epistemic injustice, critical participatory action research, and the history
of critical psychology—as a teacher, scholar, and activist.

Nelva Denise Flores-Manzano has a doctorate in psychology from the National
Autonomous University of Mexico and is a candidate for national researcher in the
National System of Researchers. She is a professor and researcher at the Faculty of
Psychology of the Michoacana University of San Nicolds de Hidalgo. Her research
themes include child subjectivity, parenting, schooling, and child development.

Liss Gabb is manager at Health Equity Practice at VicHealth. Liss lives and works
on the lands of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation in Naarm (Melbourne).
Liss has worked as a specialist community development practitioner, arts and health
manager, creative producer, and educator in the fields of social connection and men-
tal well-being, participatory arts, and social justice. Over the past 25 years, Liss has
developed a socially engaged practice that is focused on anti-oppressive models of
partnership with communities experiencing structural discrimination. Liss’s current
work is focused on embedding equity and justice in the organizational culture at
VicHealth and in VicHealth’s external work in health promotion with communities,
across the state of Victoria.

Luis Gémez-Ordéiiez is an associate professor in the School of Psychology at the
Universidad Nacional Costa Rica (UNA). He has developed research and social
action projects in the School of Psychology, the School of Sociology, the Institute
of Social Studies in Population, and the Division of Education. He has a bachelor’s
degree in Psychology from Universidad Fidélitas Costa Rica, a master’s degree in
Latin American Studies with an emphasis in Culture and Development from
Universidad Nacional, and a master’s degree in Anthropology from the University
of Illinois Chicago. He is pursuing a PhD in Anthropology at the University of
Illinois. His research areas are the epistemology of social sciences, critical psycho-
social approaches, decolonization of knowledge, and socio-environmental
inequalities.
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Eduardo A. Lugo Hernandez is an associate professor of the Department of
Psychology at the University of Puerto Rico, Mayagiiez campus. He holds a PhD in
clinical-community psychology from DePaul University in Chicago. His work
focuses on promoting the civic and political participation of youth and conducting
studies in this area anchored in a participatory action research approach. Currently,
Dr. Lugo is executive director of Impacto Juventud, a project that aims to promote
the civic and political participation of young people from a decolonial, anti-racist,
and feminist basis. Dr. Lugo is also executive director of the Commission to Combat
Child Poverty and Social Inequality in Puerto Rico, a commission created by the
legislature of Puerto Rico to reduce poverty and inequality in the country. He was
awarded the Distinguished Psychologist in Public Policy and Public Service Award
from the PR Psychology Association in 2015, the Professional Development of
Psychology in the Americas-José Toro Alfonso Award in 2021, and the Elizabeth
Hurlock Beckman Award in 2022.

Kazi Sharowar Hussain is a filmmaker, poet, and researcher from the Char-
Chapori community of Assam. An alumnus of the Urban Fellows Program at Indian
Institute for Human Settlements, he founded Itamugur Community Media initiative,
a platform to document the political, sociocultural, and environmental issues faced
by marginalized communities in Assam.

Susan James is chair of the Community, Liberation, Indigenous, and Eco-
Psychologies MA/PhD specialization at Pacifica Graduate Institute. James’ work
focuses on the theory and application of coloniality/decoloniality frameworks to
current social and environmental conditions. She explores the role of African dia-
sporic Indigenous spiritualities in resistance and fugitivity. James is an experienced
qualitative methodologist including narrative, participatory, and visual approaches,
as well as large-scale evaluation techniques. She translates research findings into
contemporary communications formats, including film, digital media, and graphic
design applications. Her recent work has been published in Women in Therapy,
Review of General Psychology, Journal of the History of the Behavioral Sciences,
and the forthcoming APA Handbook of Humanistic and Existential Psychology. She
has produced film projects in the US and Sub-Saharan Africa. James earned her
PhD from New York University.

Roshani Janya Jayawardana holds a PhD in community psychology Victoria
University in Melbourne, Australia. Roshani’s research interests focus on young
people navigating ethnic identity and responding to displacement, exclusion, and
forms of symbolic and structural violence. Her doctoral research focussed on work-
ing and engaging with young people who are placed on the margins due to their
race, gender, and class and exploring how creative and expressive methods, such as
radio-making and podcasting, can facilitate them in forming stories and meaning
about their identities and worlds.
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Tiffeny Reyleen Treas Jiménez is a community psychologist and educator. Our/
her/their story is rooted in Mesoamerican histories, traversed through terrains of
Turtle Island known as California into the Midwest US. Being mixed heritage, she
views the world and relates as a borderlands survivor, rajetas y sin fronteras, queer,
alternative world compost-activist. Currently, she is most interested in how to sup-
port spaces for communicative justice using mixed and creative methodologies,
developing strategies for embodying praxes of decoloniality, and engaging in col-
lective action scholarship via liberation-oriented andragogy/pedagogy toward deep
cultural systems change. She participates in action/service praxis enacting an eco-
logically grounded philosophy of scholarship that connects authentic student voice
and inquiry with streams of public scholarship to shape our public sphere using
multi-modalities.

Wendy Juarez is a Zapotec professor of communication and research at the
Autonomous Communal University of Oaxaca focusing on healing and violence
analysis, de-schooled learning, and critical development of cybernetic mentality.
She is member of the Network Futuros Indigenas and collaborated with the
Universidad de la Tierra Oaxaca (Unitierra), acting as Directive Council President.

Juliana Alves Jenipapo Kaninde is the cacique of the Jenipapo Kaninde indige-
nous people in Ceara, northeast Brazil. She is also the first secretary for Indigenous
Peoples of the Ceara State Government and holds a master’s degree in Anthropology
from the University of the International Integration of Afro-Brazilian Lusophony.

Samuel Keast is a research officer/educator, Victoria University, Melbourne, so-
called Australia. His research work is informed by critical approaches and engages
with multimodal forms of communication. He has worked with communities inves-
tigating cultural rights and well-being, mental health literacy, and anti-racism in
schools. His current teaching is with Moondani Balluk Indigenous academic unit
focussing on Indigenous knowledge and well-being for allied health students and
pre-service teachers. He is a member of the Community, Identity, Displacement
Research Network (CIDRN).

Peace Kiguwa is an associate professor in psychology at the University of the
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. She works within the rubric of critical
psychology, affective politics of gender and sexuality, racism and racialization, and
the nuances of teaching and learning. She has served as both chair of the Sexuality
and Gender Division of the Psychology Society of South Africa (PSYSSA) and
executive member of the society. She is currently editor on Psychology in Society
(PINS) and has co-edited three special issue journals: Rethinking Social Cohesion
and Its relationship to Exclusion, Papers on Social Representations, and Micro-
politics of Belonging in Higher Education. She is recent recipient of the Oppenheimer
Memorial Trust Rising Star Fellowship at Wits University and is currently lead
researcher on the African Futures: People project as part of the fellowship.
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Ernesto Chancayun Kin is a Maya from the Lacandon Rainforest of Chiapas and
a Management of Natural Resources Engineer from the Technological University of
the Rainforest. He is a writer and translator of cultural texts, promoter of ancestral
practices, and monitors flora and fauna in the rainforest. He co-authored a book
about Maya psychologies and decoloniality.

Regina D. Langhout is a professor in the Psychology Department at UC Santa
Cruz. Her research examines empowerment in schools, neighborhoods, and the
workplace. In this work, she is also interested in whiteness as a form of power that
must be held accountable. As a critical social-community psychologist, she is best
known for her youth participatory action research with 9-12 year old children. She
has spoken about or given workshops on yPAR with children across the Americas.
Most recently, her yPAR work has focused on state-led violence against immigrant
communities, and how non-immigrant communities cover up this violence and/or
act in solidarity. She is an associate editor for the American Journal of Community
Psychology.

Sheryda Janudrio Lisboa is a cis Afrolatina, lesbian, and peripheral woman. She
is a social psychologist and a master’s student in psychosocial processes and social
vulnerabilities in the graduate program in psychology at the Federal University of
Ceara (UFC). She has research experience in psychology, emphasizing social and
community psychology, mental health, and ethnic-racial relations. During this time,
she has mainly studied the mental health of original peoples, strategies for coping
with colonial violence and intersectionalities.

Maria de Lourdes Vargas-Garduiio is a Doctor in Social Sciences, with a spe-
cialty in Social Psychology. She is a member of the e National System of Researchers,
level 1. She is currently a research professor at the Faculty of Psychology of the
Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolds de Hidalgo. Her research interests are
intercultural bilingual education, academic literacy, and teacher training.

M. Brinton Lykes, PhD, is professor emerita of community-cultural psychology
and co-director of the Center for Human Rights and International Justice at Boston
College, USA. Her long-term, anti-racist feminist activist scholarship incorporates
the creative arts and onto-epistemologies of Original Peoples to accompany wom-
en’s and children’s: (1) rethreading of life fractured by racialized and gendered
violence and in post-genocide transitional justice processes; and (2) migration and
post-deportation human rights violations and resistance. She has published exten-
sively in refereed journals, co-edited four books, co-authored four others, and serves
as co-editor-in-chief of the International Journal of Transitional Justice.
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Monica E. Madyaningrum is an associate professor at the Master Program of
Critical Psychology, Sanata Dharma University, Yogyakarta, Indonesia. Monica’s
research interests are focused on the intersections of critical community psychol-
ogy, participatory methodologies, and disability studies. Her community practices
and academic publications have been in the areas of disability activism and critical
approaches to psychological teaching and learning.

Nick Malherbe is a researcher at the Institute for Social and Health Sciences,
University of South Africa and South African Medical Research Council-University
of South Africa Violence, Injury and Social Asymmetries Research Unit. His
research interests include culture, psychological praxis, and visual methods.

Hana R. Masud is a Palestinian scholar activist, and completed her postdoctoral
research fellow in Dr. Atallah’s Research DARA Collective for Healing and
Liberation Team in the Psychology Department at the University of Massachusetts
Boston. Dr. Masud’s research focuses on the coloniality of NGOs, and mental health
services, and its impact on re-colonizing local resistance. Masud regularly teaches
graduate courses in clinical PsyD, MA, and PhD programs with a focus on com-
munity psychology from a critical decolonial perspective.

Claudia Mayorga is a PhD in social psychology from the Complutense University
of Madrid. She is a professor of the Department and Postgraduate Program in
Psychology at the Federal University of Minas Gerais, Brazil.

Ana Maria Méndez-Puga is a professor in philosophy and educational sciences.
She is a member of the National System of Researchers level 2. She is a professor
and researcher attached to the Faculty of Psychology of the Michoacana University
of San Nicolds de Hidalgo. Her research lines are academic writing, migration,
vulnerable contexts, and inclusion.

Aquila Bruno Miranda is a PhD student in Social Psychology at the Federal
University of Minas Gerais. She has a master’s in Education at the Federal University
of Minas Gerais. She is a specialist in Family Health through the Multiprofessional
Residency Program in Family Health at PUC-Minas/Ministry of Health and
Graduated in Psychology at the Federal University of Minas Gerais. She is a mem-
ber of the Teaching, Research and Extension Center Conexdes de Saberes of UFMG.

James Ferreira Moura Jr is a community psychologist who has worked with
quilombola and indigenous communities in processes of counter-colonial resistance
in the Global South in the Amazon and Northeast regions of Brazil. He has a PhD in
psychology from the Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul. He is a professor in
the postgraduate program in psychology at the Federal University of Ceara and the
Institute of Humanities at the University of the International Integration of Afro-
Brazilian Lusophony. I am a visiting professor at Pacifica Graduate Institute in the
Ecopsychology, Community, Indigenous and Liberation Graduate Program in the
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United States. My research interests center on the intersectional production of deco-
lonial knowledge related to nature conservation and mental health with indigenous,
black, and quilombola populations. The results of participatory research will impact
the development of better public policies, the fundamental social transformation of
colonial Western societies, and the reduction of hierarchies between the Global
North and South. Currently, I am an associate editor of the Community, Work and
Family Journal.

Barbara Barbosa Nepomuceno graduated in psychology from the Federal
University of Ceard and PhD in psychology from the Federal University of Ceard,
with a sandwich doctoral internship at the Autonomous University of Yucatdn
(CAPES/PDSE Scholarship). He is an adjunct professor of psychology at the Ari de
Sa College (Fortaleza/CE). She has work and research experience in the following
areas: social psychology, community psychology, and psychosocial implications of
poverty and mental health.

Ignacio Dobles Oropeza is a social, political, and community psychologist,
Professor Emeritus, teacher in the School of Psychology, University of Costa Rica.
He is a member of the editorial board of the electronic journal Psychology and
Pathologies of Capitalism, collaborator with the Grupo de Accion Comunitaria of
Spain and Catedra Ignacio Martin-Baro in Colombia. He has a bachelor’s degree in
psychology from the University of Virginia and a Bachelor’s degree and a Master’s
degree in psychology from the University of Costa Rica, as well as a doctorate in
Studies of Society and Culture from the same university. He has been director of the
School of Psychology and the Psychological Research Institute the University of
Costa Rica, and active participant and promoter of various networks in social psy-
chology in Latin America. He has written extensively in the fields of social, politi-
cal, and community psychology, and lectured in Brazil, Colombia, Mexico,
Argentina, Chile, Uruguay, Venezuela, Puerto Rico, Cuba, Nicaragua, El Salvador,
Guatemala, and the United States.

Blanca Ortiz-Torres has a PhD in Community Psychology from New York
University and a Juris Doctor from the University of Puerto Rico. She has held sev-
eral research and teaching positions in Puerto Rico and the United States. For
twenty-five years, she was a faculty member in the Psychology Department and the
Institute for Psychological Research at the University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras
Campus (UPR). Her research interests include decoloniality, gender, sexuality,
community empowerment, the development of structural interventions to prevent
HIV in various groups, public policy, and Cubancuban migration to Puerto Rico.
She also does research and action work in areas such as community activation, citi-
zen participation, and development of community capital. She has offered courses
as an invitedas invited professor in Cuba, Uruguay, México, Ecuador, United States,
Dominican Republic, and Perd. She has published multiple articles and book chap-
ters. She is a past president of the Puerto Rican Psychological Association and a
past secretary general of the Interamerican Psychological Society.



XXVi Notes on Contributors

German Rozas, PhD, is a Psychologist. He received his Master from the Free
University of Brussels, and Doctorate in Human Sciences from the Universidad
Austral de Chile. He is the coordinator of the Latin American Community Studies
Program at the University of Chile. His latest published books include: “Community
and Latin America: Decolonizing Advances” (2022) and “Decoloniality from
Community Social Psychology” (2018).

Dicky C. Pelupessy is a faculty member at Faculty of Psychology, Universitas
Indonesia. He teaches, among others, community psychology for undergraduate
students and community psychology and qualitative research methodology for mas-
ter’s degree students. His research is mainly interdisciplinary in nature and toward
action research framework in the areas of displacement, disaster/crisis intervention,
adolescents and substance use, and social intervention in general that focuses on
prevention and promotion. He has also an interest in the issue of higher education
management and critical perspectives.

Maria de Lourdes Pinto Loria holds a Doctorate in Psychology. She is a profes-
sor of Autonomous University of Yucatan; Level uno of the National System of
Researchers, CONAHCYT, Mexico. She develops projects of prevention of psycho-
social risks, including suicide risk in childhood and adolescence, as well the theo-
retical line on decolonializing psychology for studies aimed at native peoples
of Mexico.

Rosa Pitaguary is the leader of the Pitaguary indigenous people of the Monguba
village in the state of Ceara, northeast Brazil. She studies anthropology at the
University of the International Integration of Afro-Brazilian Lusophony.

Francileuda Farrapo Portela is a PhD student in the postgraduate program in
social psychology at the Federal University of Ceard-Brazil, a specialist in psycho-
pedagogy and environmental education at the Vale do Acarat State University, and
a white working-class woman who questions the privileges of whiteness. She is a
university lecturer at Faculdade Ibiapaba (FACIBI) and a clinical psychologist at
Espaco Essentia in the city of Tiangu4, Ceara.

Anjali Ram is a professor of communication and media studies at Roger Williams
University. Her scholarship is grounded in the critical-cultural studies tradition and
explores formations of gendered, racialized, and transnational identities in the con-
text of migration and global media. In addition to her book, Consuming Bollywood:
Gender, Globalization and Media in the Indian Diaspora, her work has appeared in
several edited books and journals such as Women’s Studies in Communication,
Mind, Cultural and Activity, International Journal of Intercultural Relations, and
Global Media Journal.
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Dora Rebelo is an engaged researcher and educator, trained in systemic psychol-
ogy and anthropology. She worked for over a decade in humanitarian NGO, imple-
menting community-based psychosocial support projects across the globe. Since
2017, she collaborates with refugee-led associations “Férum Reftigio Portugal” and
“Refugees’ Union Portugal” and organizes networks of informal solidarity with
people on the move. She is a member of citizens-led movement “Europe Must Act.”

Antonia Rosati is a social community psychologist from Pontificia Universidad
Catdlica de Chile. He is a PhD student and master in Social Sciences from
Universidad de Chile; adjunct instructor professor at the School of Psychology in
Pontificia Universidad Catdlica de Chile; researcher and coordinator in projects
about social programs for overcoming poverty, community and cultural interven-
tion, social protection and welfare system, gender approach, community mental
health, burnout and care of psychosocial teams, human development, institutions
and communities, fraternity, political psychology, service learning, and qualitative
evaluation; and consultant on community mental health, citizen participation, local
development, and burnout and team care. He is distinguished by Fundacién para la
Superacion de la Pobreza and Uniservitate Award. He is also promoter of the plat-
form www.praxiscomunitaria.com.

Carlos Ananias Chambor Sanchez is a Maya from the Lacandon Rainforest of
Chiapas and a Management of Natural Resources Engineer from the Technological
University of the Rainforest. He delivers social services at the College of the
Southern Border, ECOSUR, and monitors flora and fauna in the rainforest. He co-
authored a book about Maya psychologies and decoloniality.

Irma Serrano-Garcia is Professor Emeritus at the University of Puerto Rico. She
holds a PhD in social-community psychology from the University of Michigan and
a postdoctoral degree from Harvard University. She has published more than 100
journal articles and 21 books. She has presented her work at conferences in North,
Central and South America, Africa, Asia, and Europe. She has participated in direc-
tive bodies of the American Psychological Association (APA), the Inter-American
Society of Psychology (SIP), and the Psychology Association of Puerto Rico
(APPR). She was awarded the APPR Psychologist of the Year and Lifetime
Achievement Awards, the SIP Inter-American Psychologist Award, the APA
Distinguished Contributions to Teaching in Psychology Award, and the Distinguished
Contributions to Community Psychology Award of the Society for Community
Research and Action. Her topics of interest include public policy, program evalua-
tion, decoloniality, and university teaching.

Christopher C. Sonn is a professor at Victoria University, Melbourne, Australia,
on the land of the Wurundjeri of the Kulin nation. His research is concerned with
understanding and changing dynamics of oppression and resistance, examining
structural violence such as racism, and its effects on social identities, intergroup
relations, and belonging. He holds a visiting professorship at the University of the


http://www.praxiscomunitaria.com

XXViii Notes on Contributors

Witwatersrand, South Africa. He is co-editor of Decoloniality and Epistemic Justice
in Contemporary Community Psychology, and co-author of Social Psychology and
Everyday Life (1st and 2nd ed.), and associate editor of the American Journal of
Community Psychology and Community Psychology in Global Perspective.

Antonio Ailton de Sousa Lima is a black Latino gay man. He is also a PhD can-
didate in the postgraduate program in social psychology at the Federal University of
Ceard (UFC). He has a master’s degree in psychology (UFC), a degree in humani-
ties and sociology from the University of the International Integration of Afro-
Brazilian Lusophony (UNILAB). He is currently studying psychology at the
UNINASSAU University Center.

Najifa Tanjeem is an activist and digital storyteller. She is currently pursuing a
PhD in Global Studies at the University of Massachusetts Lowell. Through activist
research and organizing, she aims to unmask the structural and discursive violence
perpetuated by neoliberal-colonial institutions, especially as they pertain to global-
ization and citizenship.

Gabriela Tavara, PhD, is an associate professor of psychology in the Pontifical
Catholic University of Perd. She is a community psychologist from Lima Perd
whose activist-scholarship has focused on working with Indigenous women and
girls in Latin America, survivors of armed conflicts and other forms of gendered
racialized violence. Through her work, she has embraced participatory approaches
and qualitative methodologies to document the continuous efforts of communities
of women to reconstruct their lives in the wake of violence and ongoing material
poverty. Her work has a decolonial feminist lens and is strongly influenced by the
principles of mutual psychosocial accompaniment.

Alethia Danae Vargas-Silva is a candidate for Doctor in Geography from the
Environmental Geography Research Center of the UNAM. She is a professor and
researcher at the Faculty of Psychology of the Michoacana University of San
Nicolds de Hidalgo and president of the Institute of Multidisciplinary Studies for
Social Development (IEMDES). Her areas of research are childhood, social learn-
ing, and socio-spatial relationship.

Amanda Barbosa Veiga dos Santos has a master’s degree in Social Psychology at
the Federal University of Minas Gerais — UFMG and specialist in Human Rights
Education at the Federal University of the Jequitinhonha and Mucuri Valleys —
UFVIM. She has a BA in Psychology at the Federal University of Sao Jodo del-
Rei — UFSJ. She is a CNPq Knowledge Dissemination Support Fellow — Level 1B
and a member of the Teaching, Research and Extension Center Connections of
Knowledge at UFMG.
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Tesania Veldazquez received her PhD in Community Psychology from the
Pontificia Universidad Catdlica del Peri (PUCP), and a Master in Clinical and
Forensic Assessment from the University of Salamanca, Spain. She is a senior lec-
turer in the Department of Psychology and the Master’s Degree in Community
Psychology at the PUCP. She is former Director of University Social Responsibility
and former advisor to the Rector’s Office on gender issues at PUCP. She is regis-
tered as a researcher in the RENACYT register. She works in the research lines of
feminist decolonial community psychology, forensic psychology, penitentiary psy-
chology, intervention in post-disaster contexts, community mental health and gen-
der violence. She is also a consultant in public institutions and cooperation agencies
for the development of public policies.

Veronica Morais Ximenes has a psychology degree at the Federal University of
Cearad (UFC) (Brazil), PhD in Psychology from the University of Barcelona, and
post-doctorate in Psychology from UFRGS. She is a full professor of the postgradu-
ate program in psychology at UFC, coordinator of the Community Psychology
Center (NUCOM), and CNPq Research Productivity Fellow — Level: 1-D. She has
experience working, teaching, and researching in the areas of community psychol-
ogy, homeless people, public policies, and the psychosocial implications of poverty.

Jony E. Yulianto is an assistant professor at Universitas Ciputra Surabaya in
Indonesia, where he teaches subjects such as social psychology and qualitative
research methodology. His research is interdisciplinary in nature, focusing on vari-
ous everyday relational experiences. Jony’s research and supervision are in social
psychology, looking at everyday relational experiences within the context of cultur-
ally diverse countries such as Indonesia. He is particularly interested in exploring
the psychological issues in relation to the social, cultural, and political context
within which people conduct their everyday lives.
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Introduction

Decoloniality as Resistance Against an Imposed Hierarchy
of Superiority and Inferiority

Decoloniality is not a monolithic pursuit. Instead. it is enacted in various ways, sug-
gesting that it is both a contexi-specific endeavor and a globally interconnectad move-
ment with some commonalities across regions (Ferndndez et al., 2021; Stevens &
Sonn, 2021). It is with this understanding that we reflect on the subjective meanings
and implications of employing decolonial perspectives to study and practice commu-
nity psychology in Indonesia. We do not intend o present an all-encompassing
account of decoloniality and psychology in the country; rather, we have chosen to
discuss a particular feature of decoloniality that is most relevant o our work as com-
munity psychologists located within the Indonesian higher education system. Through
this chapter, we seek to discuss our contextual understanding of decoloniality and its
enactments, how these reflect the sociohistorical specificity of our society. and how
these relate to the broader discussions on decoloniality and community psychology.
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