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Government wan't raise tases,
Plans to lower rates: Mashim

Unease grows over TNI, police

civil governance

st be filled by civil servants
10U ook at the Police Law, It

The growing presence of ac-
tve police and military offi-
cers in executive and legislative
posts under President Prabows
Subianto has sparked concermns
smong, analyss, who wam that
the trend signals @ shift away
from Indonesin's post-Reform
commitment o civilian  su-
premacy in governance.

Since Presidem Prabowo took
‘office in October, the government
has increasingly tapped the scou-
ity forces to Al soniot buread
atic roles, neviving concerne
ahout the erosion of reforms tht
once sought (o dismarntse their
invohvement in civilian affais.

The mast fwcent flushpaint
came with the appointment of
Iresp Gen, Mohammad Tgbal, an
Auty pofice afficer, as sec-
el of the Regional
.entatives Councll (DPDY

LS Y A T

Tepr
on Mondzy. He: senved as the
Riau police chief since 2021, be
fore betrg reassigned to a sirate
gic post at the National Police’s
Security Malntenance Agency
yof this year.

(Baharkam)in March .
DPD chaimman Sultan Baktiar
Najarnudin noted tsat Ighals ap
paa'rvmm was part of normal
“organizational refreshment™ and
thait dghal’s sepertolre as a palice:
officer speaks to his credibility.
Howsver, critica say the ap
paintment viotes prevailing
faws on the police and legisla-
tive institutions (MD3),
Lurins Kargs, a researcher

. police officers and
civil servants, Sq, members of the
pafice fores are pot civil servants
m the sdministrative sense re-
quired by the [MD3) law,” he 1okl
The Jalarta Past on Thursday.

Iqbal's appointment is part of
8 growing trend of active police
officers being assigned to civil-
lan roles beyond the scope per-
mitted by the Statn Civil Appa-
atus (ASN) Law,

Since March, dosens of high-
ranking afficers have been placed
in key positions scross. various
mintstries; including the Health
Mini and the Environment
Ministry, following a large-scale
reshuifling carried out by Na
ricmal Police chief Gen. Listyo Si-
git Prabowa, Tempo reported.

While Article 15, Paragraph
4 of the State Chiil Apparatus
(ASN) Law allows active po-
fice afficers to serve in civilian
posts, it restricts such appoint-
ments to 11 specific ministries
and institutions involved in ar
s like national security, intel-
Jigente and counterterrorism,

In response to criticism over
Jqbal's recent appointrient, Na
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Officials ingpect seized oS
The Trade Ministry ha

" d products it
seized J'”.mmlu" ’Impnu ed p,"""“ﬂi from sC‘l::;:n that vinlat

I Clkupa, T

tional Police sp Erig,
Gen. Trunoyudo Wisni Andiko
clsimed the mave wes: Lewful
under priwisions of the ASN
Law and the Police Law, though
he did not elaborate further.

He added that the appaint-
ment was “requested by the DPD
chalrman as Igbal has proven to
have excellent performance and
to fill the BPD sec-

at the legisk hdog the
Indonesian  Parliament Watch
(Formappi), noted that the MBS
Taw sth that secretaries-
peneral of parliamentary bodies

retary-gensral position”.
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New leader: Regional Representatives Council (DPD) Speaker
Sultan Bachtiar Najamudin (second right) shakes hands with newly
appointed DPD secretary-general Insp. Gen. Mohammad Igbal
(second left) during the inauguration ceremony at the House of 4
Representatives complex in Senayan, Central [akarta, on Monday.
Igbal, 2 two-star police general, replaces Rahman Hadi.
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Former Sritex boss arres

in the investigation, according to
et investigations di-
of the assis-

Jabarta
af::“-ﬁ‘lﬂfs from the Attomey {ant attomey general for extraor-
ral's Office (AGD) have ar-  dinary cimes.

tested Jwan Sl:li(awan Lulmin- “The Investiguion hagr Sb;e

10, former president director of  tained enough evidence for the

textile giant PT §ri Rejeki fsman  alleged mjp%mfm“ 8 0

(Sritex) for allegedly misappro- the loan d}smw“ - -

priating funds received from sev-  erl state-gwned o

el banks that caused nearly Rp  t2x] with the

ke LR APad Abdul said dur
The AGO named Iwan, who led g @ press brigfing o w:dnﬁ'

the company between 2005 and day evening- of the

223, along with former Bank
U] president directar Zainuddin
Mappa and Bank BJ8 commercial
and corporation | division head
m Syahhandinata 25 SUSPECTS
E Case. - e
B 02 i Sinse
October 3074 and questioned 55
witnesses and

an expirt WIDess a

Abdul Qohar,
rector ol the office

outstian
1otaling Rp 3.58 rillion a5 pet
October

trillion

language Inbels, product ragi
environmental (k3L certificd

Pertamina denies

claim
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Kilang Pertaming Intem

al (KP1), the refinery and pes

rachemical arm of state-cwi

oil and gas compuryy Pertamins

has denied reports thit: Russis!
s

oil prodocts are being
shipped at Indonesia’s Kagimt
terminal in the Riau [siands
KPI president director Tat-
fik Adityawarman said 6
crude oil could be purchased
only through open aﬁ .
"Moot yer,” Taufik et
sidelines of the International
Petroleum  Association|, Gon~
vention & Exhibition (M&:I‘;
vex) in Tangerang, Banten, 98
Wednesday, when asked about..
Fussian oil entering ki =
“All of our crude oil a5~
es go through an nlxﬂml’g;

cess. We publicly announte
tenders, and only. W:ﬂ:
registered - with -our TESEE 5

LR ——

ted for corruption

s of Russian
sshipment

to importing Russian crude

are eligible o participate.”

Pertoming does not  have
a refinery, ofl storage tank of
transshipenent facility in Karl-
mun hut has been open to fm-
porting Hussian crode sineg
May kst year, Toifik said,

Any purchase of cride must
comply with the United States
Office of Foreign Assets Control
(OFAC) regulations, he added
with reference to  sanctions
imposed on Russia by the US,
United Kingdom and the Euros
pean Union following the inva-
sian of Ukraine.

“If any [company) bas Rus:
stan crude that suits-our speci-
feations and is registu'ed with
o tefineries, [they are] wel-
€OMe to participate in theten-
der,” he said, noting that Rus-
sian crude obtained through
tenders ix defivered ditectly
10 refineries, not storage tanks
ar [Emminals,

His statement came - re:

Under Farmer e
BT o ) Twatt
escorted by officers 0 0
Attommey General's Office’s

‘\

sponse 10 TECONT [EPOTts Sug-
gesting  that  Karimun has

st

)-89 15 604 (o1TIDE JAVA)
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A Foild In Timat Southess) Asian woman
artists explore identity, histary

2! regency, Banten, on Thursday.
| ed regulations; which include missing lndonems-

il Ing Ratipnal Standards (SNT) and health, safety, security 8
tians, with 2 total estimited value of Rp 18.8 billion (US$1. 15 million). ]

RI to uphold
ASEAN unity,
centrality

at summit

- YvetleTanamal
The Jakarta Post, Jakarta
Indonesia will continue to suf-
port the unity of ASEAN and its
role ag the region's most cen-
tral - institution, the Foreign
Ministry asserted several davs
hefore 4 florry of the blod's
meetings begin in Maliysia
to discuss the region's most
[pressing issues.

Presudent Prabowo Sublan
to i d to attend the

biecoma & hub for exporting Rues-

sinn crude (o other courntries.
Since October, the terming,

located in @ free-trade 2one an

46 ASEAN Summit in Kuala

Lumpur, according to the min-

istry, alongside a delegation
A of digl

an isiand: about 37 §
southwest of Singapore, hail re-
‘ceived Russian oil EVETY
month, according Lo ship-trock-
ing dita freim Kplés, Reuters re-
parted, with Exports 1o Malaysia,
and Chinie. y

Before: that, the data show,
arivals of Russion oil products
at Karimun were only aporadic,

Reuters reported with ref-
grence to he sume Kpler data
that more than 3.2 million
barrels of fuel ofl loaded from
Russia's Ust Luga oil termibral
Jiad artived at Karimun so Bar
this year, nearly five times the
volume in the corresponding
2024 period:

gontinynd on page 11

e

¥ Antard/ Dtamas. Feviyanig
director af exrile
Lukminto (center) i

Setiawan :
(eX) ticn vehicle afler Questioning at the
me;-wum in fakitrts on Wednesday,

: legis-
lative members, businesspeo-
ple and youth representatives.
Once the region’s leaders
comvene in the Malaysian cap-
ital on Monday, further high-
tevel discussions will take place
w0 discuss several issues, in-
:I.u_dmg pnim‘l States  trade
tarilT policy, which has been
described by the Foreign Min-
istry’s ASEAN Cooperation Di-
rector General Sidharto Survo-
dipuro 4s5-"d manifestation of
the hUruued States' protection-
ism® and a “significantly press-
Irng matter” for the reglon.
During o press briefing in
Jakarts on Wednesday, Sid-
harto asserted that Indone-
sa will remain faithful 1o
its “traditional” ASEAN-fu-
cused foreign policy under
Prabown's presidency, which
Kicked off last October. He
n_c\dxd that |akarta™s delega-
ot would continue 1o play
|].s mlu_ in upholding ASEaN
t:ﬂ"uhw and unity, while
Mg ON an active role fy
neEolJ.nllng key issuey
efense minister pe-
2019 and 2024, Presi-
oS Tabawo has a very clogr
P “E:nnﬂmg of ASEAN and
hanism,
hanced the ASEAN, Oy
fra jhe _lndo-Pacific 1AQLp]
om & defense DPerspectiyp
siamcn said. i)
née- -
presi “;'mﬂ_‘;‘g'“"z Tor
e 2029 glug-
i Analystg mem
E the foreign policy parrets
ity hage ] SOy, -
that the Eom!er.m'my i
Would pay jegs focus Seneg|
and ity 1OASEAN
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EDITORIAL
From muscle to might

he Attomey General's Office (AGO) may believe
needs the added protection of the Indonesian Mili-
tiry (TN1) to wo after high-profile criminal cases. That
is a legitimate coricern.

But what is for mere troubling, and ultimately more
corrosive 10 the fibric of democracy, is what this ammangement
signals for the future of civilian supremacy in the eountry,

List manth, reports surfaced of @ formal armngement under
which TN personnel would be stationed at the AGO and regional

prosecutor’s offices. to officials, this was done in the spirit
of: hening security in the face of il th I -
tors” safety as they handle sensitive giaidt and cormuption cases.

OPINION

Inclusion without understanding:
Potential risk in financial future

ndines
nllbgnm-.: p? fMaking sig.
Bchieving fy, S“ql Elovnld

niml;lu_‘m tezncial
e latest J
“EyulFirunchEFé Nationaj sur-

clusion (SNLIK rod b
the Flnancial S)e,rstu:u:r«;“:i
Ity (OTH) and Statisyip, 1 lgaw
#ia (BPS), shows j Ptuml.sri‘n: L

crease in finanei
STeae in financial ates ol

The amangement was further byap
egulition on the protection of prosecutors, not inherently a bad
idea when idering the situation in Indonesi,

But such logic cannot override the principle that the armed
forces must remain outside the realm of clvilian law enforcement
and prosecutorial work.

; W'E:y does the AGO feel it needs military protection a1 this
time?

One possible answer & that prosecutors may be uncovering
criminal cases so sensitive and politically explasive that they fear
retaliation from state actors or elites,

10 that is the case, it 15 &1l the more urgent that dvilian lawen-
forcement and oversight institutions be strengthened, nat out-
sourced to the armed forces.

Criticism has been mounting from civil society groups and le-
gal schiolars, who see the AGO-TNT arrangement as a dangerous
erosion of the democratic principle of civilian supremacy.

This is the exact type of mission creep that activists and fe-
gal scholars had feared would become a haltmark of President
Prabowo Subianto’s renure. To allow the military to meddie in
judicial functions, even peripherally, nisks normalizing a culture
of military omniy e that Indonesia had worked hard to dis-
mantle after the fall of the New Order.

There i5 also the elephant in the room: political continuity
and ‘power dynamics that remain unresolved in the post-loke

“Jukowi” Widodo eri..

Desplte no fonger being president, lokowi continues to wicld
influence over vanious sections of the state apparatus, including
the police, the military and certain cabinet posts. S

i t

Inclusior inde e financial

BOS1 percent, whiyisen 10

cial Titeracy indey _hau;i“r:&
1o 66.46 petcent, Mirking 2
madest {mp MEnt from the
p!w;mu: yeat. i

owever, the grow (e
tween finaneii] rﬂunhi‘g]f:xdlﬁ:.

vices, yet n significan portiot
lack a full understaning of how
b0 menage and evalate (hese
services responsibly,

This disconnect thypagens 10
undermirie the fandamenysl goal
of financial inclugion: Lmproving.
financial well-belng and peduic
Ing vulnerability. 16 pegnamie
shocks. In 41 e of mpg digine
lization, where finto
and online lending platforms s
Just @ few taps away on n smart-
phone, the risk - of fGrancially
uninformed belavior ja grester
Thsan ever,

The paradox of inclusios
without liveracy has seriou im
plications. Access alone does not

Is this security arrangement #nother
“twin sins” dilemma, two centers of power opetating within
the same state? [ so, then institutional independence is at even
greater risk,

Thie line between security and interference is penilously thin.
And when that line is blurmed by historical baggage, personal loy-
alties or perceived threats, the result is a weakening of the very
institurions that uphold justice and £

Indonesia's Reform era separation between the military and
civifian domains was not A symbollc act. It was a hard-fought,

: protegtion, Increased
use of finanois! serviees withoul
nddequate undesstanding may ex-
pose individuals to greater risks,
especially among youth and
Tirst-time users.

For example, tyere hins heen 4
sharp rise It eases refated o ille-
FII online lending and finsncial

rand. Sinee 2017, over Bp 180
trillion (USST.87 billion) inlesses
been reported due woillega!

necessary correction 1o decades of authort !
Eroding those lines, even madually, sets 3 dangerous prec-

tability, not ms‘dmfa'r?vmﬂi i
This Is not about fonir

casting doubt o its national

ing structurl clarity and logal integrity. The military must not

be allowed 1o become an all-purpose tool for governance, [ustice

with many sictims
‘being yoing adults lured by get-
rich-quick scheme or misled by
social medin nfluericer, Aot

Trie T Thve SNLIE DTS, fminelat ™ Suck as sukuk,
literacy among teenagers wel

185:17 remaind low at $1.68per
cerit, despite thelr relatively Bgt
access 1o digiral linance.

Thix issue extends heyond B

services:
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i L Einancing and fisk Management
& General, The views exprossed
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sony Individuals with yery;
dgration score above. ()
el Comgared 10 just 4.5 pap

i for Shose Who completad
anly eletnentary schoal.

fine of the ‘most concepn.
g s teveaied by the SNLK
data 1= e Tow devel of tindgr.
sqanding and use of shiris-com.
plist fnancial servicss. Whils
indoniestn bus positioned jtsplf
24 1 global leader in Iskmig f-
nance, the shatia fimancial lirer-
pcy index kg at just 43,42 por.
pent; &nd inclusion remaing &t
1541 percent, This Tepresents a
pifssed GPpRIUNILY, pspecially in

Wisely, use insurance and mvoid
iver-indebtedness, These be-
iviors contrbute to liowsehold
esilience, reduce paverty apd
Supnont decper capital mirkets.
A0S qeport by S&P Global
foutid that countries with ligh-
et fimancinl literacy levels expe-
tience botter mar i

people attend a free moming dance sessifn on the street
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AP T Gt

through  community. - savings
groups,  village  cooperatives
(HUMDes) imd women's forums:
can offectivetly adedress - gender
and riiral financial gaps. Tralning:
local champions to deliver
il edutation in. calturally rele-
vant warys can efhance this effo
Fourth, collaborating with I~
lamie scholars, mosques ‘and .
spesantren. (Istamic  boarding
schools) ean help: strengthen
pulitic confidence in sharin o
pliant financial Instrments. Bd-
ucational cimpaigns sheuld not
only explain ihe halal natore of
thess Tut ki

outcomes, including more stahle
findnetal gystems. and stromger
ErOwth tadectories.

Tanlogk these benefits, Indo-
DESE mist breat financial fleracy
ot mitrelyng o public awareness
Simmaign byt as a Jang-term in-
vestmmienst fiy humnan capital, |

Flest, finanicial liveracy should
E:W";"-‘%Iec‘r in the nation -
; irulun, starting from. i
o, oy level. n.e.o‘}x...e

light their practical benefits,

Finally, merely providing in-
formantion is Insufficient; peo-
ple need encourmgement 1o
take action, Utilizing bebavior-
al inslghts, such as default op-
for_simay Dill s

timely bill: payments, can
bridge: the gap between knowl-

dge and action, %
;:Mi-‘lm in o
cinl inclusian s ifable,
howeyer, inel without un-

L fnsurance. an-
derseores the need for targeted
financial  education, Integrat-
ing sharia finince fieracy into

el imstititions, iamic

or politics. 4 youth demographic, Women, ie Schoaks and community centers
if we begin to accept exceptional miitary involvement [n civil ral populations and thoss wi play i vital rode in bridging
frcrie wewill find Ives backiracking on de- iqu[r 5“ lon fevels nu;-uli_ rustand knowledge gag,
ad’e*urmﬂm - Lently show  lower ﬂn_nnnn it ANy Ways, l'lnlmcia! lit=
A ; i o pee eracy, scords. The 2025 survey is & critical to national
We call on the ermﬂ:marrld‘lndsd.n.l branches m'gmemmﬁ_n veveals that men (67,52 percenit) opinent /e phaical ot
to rethink this civilian protect - are slightly more financlally 1 cture, [ust a5 foads dnd
vilian wark: o enate than woinen (6558 per- connect le 1o mar-
And letus ensure that finds itself tempt-  cent), and urban dwellers (70.89 Kets, fineneial literacy monects
e to sobve | 3 | i prople t fes, protec-

kness by military
This is how democracies falter, not with & bang, but with a gui-
ot chipping away ot stesdily weaker foundations,

percent} sore :
Iy highes than rural residents
(59.60 percent). Literacy: is also
strangly correlted with educa-

il g Y.
lrwmlnmrmle popul-
mare lkely 10 save, Imvest

Education Minfstyy and it
Insiitutions can, callabomte 10
evelop engaging madules (hat
utilize  simulations, sterylell-
leng &nd gamification to enhance
leamnimg outcames,

Second, as most new users s
cesk financial services through'
diyital channels,  education-
ai efforts must embroace digi-
tal formats ay well. Tools such
8 WhitsApp-based  financial
chatbots, YouTube explaines
i regional inr s and part-
nerships with influencers can
help amplify impact, especially
mong Genermtion 2.

‘Third,  tuilored  outreach

demtanding can be detrimen-
Ll To secure @ sustainable and

equitable financinl future, ine

coingry must clevite fnanclal

lleracy a5 o national develop:

ment priority, The 2035 SNLIK

gerves as both o wake-up calland
A roadmap.

By taking immediate action)
through educotion, regulatiol)
and communlty Bngagemént, Ine
danesia can empower its citizeny |
not just to access financial ser
vices bt to thrive with them.

Financial literacy 15 not

dge; It 18 aboul empowerment
proteetion,
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el it Grenenal Depastment

leadership - skill that involves
really listening to tonmeet with
the possibilities of 1he flure.
This is also in line with Han-
nah Arendi's shservarion

“thoughtlessness”. the unwiil-
g u:‘l' iuo reflect 5 8 come e
e
ing mmwrﬂ:‘.d S i :

i

which began with recogni
dogian | ANES-
be heard |s so
foved that to the
san, the two are al-

most indistinguishable™
Faith in traditional institutions
iy eroding  globally. The 2024
Eﬂj n ‘Trust Barometer found
declines in pablic trust

s government, media and NGOs,
“nhel even demiocracy. In this en-
vironment, mortl autherity -

search an democn
© atlon, political

often feel unseen

and the workd: Hll':-
there, as & listener, rather than
o dignitary, speaks vojumes. It

. suggests that mioral leadership
- does not start [rom the tep, but
fronithe marging X .

Listening is net merely a vie-
tue for religlous Jeadess; it s
& cricad civie 4Kl I Her e
search on

v emphesizes
ening At ross differ-

the most lacking
but most vital practices in sus-
faining democracy,

The same s true in multineli-
glous spcieties. Without shated
attentiveness, there cin be o

wred furure,

Pope Immléunrfa papaty, i
semains faithfiil to this pesture,

el continuity. It may

restone i

g
:nh{ about acquiring kiowl:

meanor
" native. His approach embodies

nat be imposed; it must be rebuilt
fram the ground up,
Pope Leo XTIV may not be: Ty
treriding on sovial media, bt his
approach is deeply subversive (o
ol
[ i wiirk, £5] y
mu%-ma ﬂm 2 rhun
America and his pastoral visit (o
e i Papus, it & learder-
K1y waves to Lhe crowd during the u:ﬁ’:md shaped not by visibil-
88y peter's Squareon Wednesdayin  iky, bul by closeness to pain, di-
: wersity and complexity.

. Indonesia, o nation of mane
over controband listening rth-  than 17,000 [stands and 500 eth-
op than rule, 3 leadetship style e Joup, thrives not by unl-
mrely found in ioday’s religious  formity but through negotiated |

re ur political spheres. hanmony, In such i pluralistic so-
In a society where pawer Is  viety, Fope Leo's of listen- -
often equated with visibility  ing carries imporant resonince.
~ and yolume, Pope Loo's calmde-  Dialogue is not an YL
oanor offers an unusual alter- | coexistence; it isits condition.

I places Tike Papui, which
Pape Leo once visited .as a‘re-

what the scholar Otto Scharm-
o deserth - i

ligious superior, communities
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ed to solve institutional weakness ¥h aba
This is how democracies falter, not with a bang;

by military strength.

but with a qui-

et chipping away at steadily weaker foundations.

cm_,nm..:c score  significant-
Iy higher than fugal residenty
(59.60 percent). Literacy'is alsq
strongly correlated with educa.
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nerships with influencers can
help amplify impact, especially
among Generation Z.

Third, tailored outreach

Financial literacy ig ot
only about acquiring know]-
edge; it is about empowerment
and protection.

Leo XIV: A listening papacy in a world of noise

(49 eace be with you all.”

Pope Leo XIV began his-

pontificate on May 8
with a brief but meaningful and
purposeful greeting. This saluta-
tion has more than just ceremo-
nial meaning when spoken softly
but firmly from the balcony of St.
Peter’s Basilica.

This remark came at a time
when the world is filled with
noise due to polarized narra-
tives, wars and conflicts be-
tween nations, populist politics
and the negative impact of con-
stant digital technology use on
mental health.

Leo XIV officially started his
papacy on May 18, with an inau-
gural mass in St. Peter’s Square
attended by more than 200,000
faithful and leaders from many
countries. The pope encouraged
the Church to be a “leaven of
unity” in the midst of a divided
and politicized society, empha-
sizing world unity and peace

in his sermon. He made a clear
call to break the cycle of violence
and war, encouraging Christians
and all those who have good
intentions to act as agents of
reconciliation.

In his papal motto, “In Illo Uno
Unum® (In one Christ, we are
one), he described peace as both
a geopolitical goal and a spiritual

obligation. This affirmation pro-
vides clear direction for his lead-
ership, which is determined not
only by ideology or church re-
form but also by a deep commit-

~ment to compassion, solidarity

and promoting human dignity.
He refrained from making
grandiose visionary statements
or detailing church reforms. In-
stead, he is present and attentive,
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Meet the masses: Pope Leo XIV waves to the crowd during the
weekly general audience at St. peter’s Square on Wednesday in

the Vatican.
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over control and listening rath-
er than rule, a leadership style
rarely found in today’s religious
or political spheres.

In a society whére power is
often equated with visibility
and volume, Pope Leo's calm de-
meanor offers an unusual alter-
native. His approach embodies
what the scholar Otto Scharm-
er describes as “presencing”, a

leadership skill that involves
really listening to connect with
the possibilities of the future.
This is also in line with Han-
nah Arendt’s observation that

“thoughtlessness”, the unwill-

ingness to reflect, is a core en-
abler of injustice,

By listening rather than mak-
ing statements, Pope Leo is not
inactive. Instead, he has shown
a different form of leadership,
which began with recognition.

As theologian David Augs-
burger put-it, “To be heard is so
close to being loved that to the
average person, the two are al-
most indistinguishable.”

Faith in traditional institutions
is. eroding globally. The 2024
Edelman Trust Barometer found
sustained declines in public trust
in government, media and NGOs,

‘and even democracy. In this en-

vironment, moral authority can-
not be imposed; it must be rebuilt
from the ground up.

Pope Leo XIV may not' be
trending on social media, but his
approach is deeply subversive to
the culture of performative lead-
ership. His prior work, especially
among the marginalized in Latin
America and his pastoral visit to
Papua, demonstrates a leader-
ship model shaped not by visibil-
ity, but by closeness to pain, di-
versity and complexity.

Indonesia, a nation of more
than 17,000 islands and 300 eth-
nic groups, thrives not by uni-
formity but through negotiated
harmony. In such a pluralistic so-
ciety, Pope Lea’s ethos of listen-
ing carries important resonance.
Dialogue is not an accessory to
coexistence; it is its condition.

In places like Papua, which
Pope Leo once visited as a re-
ligious superior, communities

often feel unseen by the state
and the world. His presence
there, as a listener, rather than
a dignitary, speaks volumes. It
suggests that moral leadership
does not start from the top, but
from the margins.

Listening is not merely a vir-
tue for religious leaders; it'is
a critical civic skill. In her re-
search on democratic deliber-
ation, political scientist Jane
Mansbridge emphasizes that
“genuine listening across differ-
ence” is one of the most lacking
but most vital practices in sus-
taining democracy.

The same is true in multireli-
gious societies. Without shared
attentiveness, there can be no
shared future.

Pope Leo XIV's papacy, if it
remains faithful to this posture,
may offer more than doctri-
nal continuity. It may restore a
sense of trust, not through grand
speeches or viral moments, but
by modeling a slower, steadier
kind of leadership grounded in
presence and humility.

Global crises, from ecological
breakdown to forced displace-
‘ment, are less crises of informa-
tion than crises of listening. The
data is available, the warnings
have been issued, but decision-
makers often fail to hear. In this
context, a papacy that begins

not by speaking, but by receiv-
ing, is prophetic. .
“Peace be with you all,” Pope
Leo said. Not as a rhetorical
flourish, but as a moral compass.
In a world drowning in noise,
we need fewer declarations and
more discernment. We need
leaders who do not fear silence.
Leaders who believe that true
authority begins by listening to
those who have long gone unheard.



