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ABSTRACT
Hermawan, Adi. 2013. Understanding Carlos’ Behavior as seen in The Devil
and Miss Prym by Paulo Coelho. Yogyakarta. Sanata Dharma University.
This study analyzes Paulo Coelho’s novel The Devil and Miss Prym. The
Devil and Miss Prym is a story about a stranger, named Carlos, who wants to seek
for the answer to a question that torments him whether human beings are
inherently good or evil. To gain the answer to his question, Carlos develops a
scenario in which he tempts the villagers of Viscos with gold to murder one of
them. This novel provides a story which is familiar in our society. Human beings
will always cope with temptation in everywhere and every time. The aim of this
study is to analyze Carlos’ behavior.
There are two questions discussed in this study. They are: (1) how are
Carlos’ characteristics portrayed in The Devil and Miss Prym? and (2) Why does
Carlos do such unusual behaviour as seen in The Devil and Miss Prym ?
This study uses the psychological approach as the main approach. In
addition to the theory of character and characterization, the theory of motivation is
also used significantly. The primary source for this study is a novel The Devil and
Miss Prym by Paulo Coelho. The other sources to support this study are books on
literary approaches and theories, books about psychological approaches, and also
the journals taken from the internet.
Based on the analysis, Carlos’ character is portrayed as virtuous but after
the death of his family, he becomes anxious. Besides, Carlos is intelligent and
generous. First, Carlos’ behavior is understood that he wanders away. Carlos’
behavior of wandering away is to be understood as his way to distance himself
from the pain of losing what he considers important. He needs to be with the
anxious others to learn how to cope with his own anxieties, and continues his life.
This drives him to wander away and to seek solace among individuals with anxieties
so that he can once again have hope. Second, Carlos’ behaviour of coming to Viscos
and manipulate the villagers is to regain back his sense of personal control.
Despite the failure of his plan, he obtains the new understanding that will help him
to continue with his life. Carlos finally understands that it is all a matter of choice,
that humans have the capacity to choose to be either good or evil. This
understanding comes once he exerts his power to influence others and finally
realizes that he has choice. This study is provided to show the understanding
Carlos’ behaviour.
This thesis provides some suggestions for future researchers who have
similar interests in the novel The Devil and Miss Prym. It is suggested that future
researchers might analyze the relation of the writer’s personal life to the story of
The Devil and Miss Prym. Also, future researchers might analyze the personal
development of Carlos.
Keywords: behavior, The Devil and Miss Prym, Paulo Coelho
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ABSTRAK
Hermawan, Adi. 2013. Understanding Carlos’ Behavior as seen in The Devil
and Miss Prym by Paulo Coelho. Yogyakarta. Universitas Sanata Dharma.
Skripsi ini membahas sebuah novel berjudul The Devil and Miss Prym,
karangan Paulo Coelho. The Devil and Miss Prym merupakan sebuah cerita
tentang orang asing, bernama Carlos, yang ingin mencari jawaban atas pertanyaan
yang mengganggunya apakah manusia itu pada dasarnya baik atau jahat. Untuk
mendapat jawaban tersebut, Carlos merancang sebuah skenario di mana dia
membujuk penduduk Viscos dengan sejumlah emas untuk membunuh salah satu
dari mereka sendiri. Novel ini menyajikan cerita yang sering ditemui di
lingkungan kita. Manusia akan selalu menghadapi godaan di manapun dan
kapanpun. Tujuan dari skripsi ini adalah menganalisa perilaku Carlos.
Ada dua pertanyaan yang dibahas dalam skripsi ini: (1) bagaimana
karakteristik Carlos digambarkan di novel The Devil and Miss Prym? dan (2)
mengapa Carlos melakukan perliaku yang tidak biasa seperti yang dilihat di novel
The Devil and Miss Prym?
Pendekatan psikologi digunakan sebagai pendekatan utama. Selain teori
karakter dan karakterisasi dan teori motivasi juga digunakan secara signifikan.
Sumber utama penulisan skripsi ini adalah novel The Devil and Miss Prym. Selain
itu, sumber-sumber lain yang digunakan adalah buku-buku tentang pendekatan
dan teori literature, buku-buku tentang pendekatan psikologi, dan juga jurnaljurnal yang diperoleh dari internet.
Berdasarkan analisis di skripsi, Carlos digambarkan sebagai seorang pria
yang dulunya baik namun hidupnya menjadi tidak tenang setelah kematian
keluarganya. Selain itu, Carlos merupakan seorang pria yang pandai dan suka
memberi. Pertama, perilaku Carlos dipahami bahwa dia lari dari keadaan. Perilaku
tersebut dipahami sebagai cara dia untuk menjauhkan dirinya dari luka akan
kehilangan apa yang dia anggap penting. Dia perlu untuk bersama dengan orangorang yang hidupnya tidak tenang untuk belajar bagaimana menghadapi
ketidaktenangan hidupnya, dan melanjutkan hidupnya. Hal ini menggerakkan dia
untuk lari dan mencari kenyamanan di antara orang-orang yang merasa tidak
tenang juga sehingga dia dapat memiliki harapan. Kedua, perilaku Carlos yang
datang ke Viscos dan memanipulasi penduduk di sana merupakan upaya untuk
mendapatkan kembali kontrol atas dirinya sendiri. Meskipun rencananya gagal,
dia mendapat pemahaman baru yang akan membantunya untuk melanjutkan
hidupnya. Carlos akhirnya paham bahwa semua itu adalah pilihan, di mana
manusia memiliki kapasitas untuk memilih mana yang baik dan buruk.
Pemahaman ini muncul setelah dia menggunakan kemampuannya untuk
mempengaruhi yang lain dan akhirnya menyadari bahwa dia memiliki pilihan.
Skripsi ini dibuat untuk menunjukkan pemahaman atas perilaku Carlos yang lari
dari keadaan dan memanipulasi Viscos.
Skripsi ini menyediakan beberapa saran untuk penulis yang mempunyai
ketertarikan pada novel The Devil and Miss Prym. Penulis lain yang akan datang
disarankan untuk menganalisis hubungan antara latar belakang kehidupan penulis
viii
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dengan cerita di novel The Devil and Miss Prym. Juga, peneliti lain disarankan
untuk menganalisis perubahan yang terjadi dalam diri Carlos.
Kata kunci: perilaku, The Devil and Miss Prym, Paulo Coelho
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

This chapter consists of background of the study, problem formulation,
objectives of the study, benefits of the study, and definition of terms. The
background of the study describes the reasons why the researcher chooses the
novel and the topic. The problem formulation gives general descriptions in the
form of question about the problem that is analyzed and discussed in this study.
The objectives of the study contain the expected answers to the question
formulated in the problem formulation. The benefits of the study contain people
who may benefit from this study. The definition of terms explains the definition of
terms used in the study in order to avoid misunderstanding.
1.1 Background of the Study
There are many things that people want to know in this world especially
about their lives. Sometimes, those create questions that compel them to a
sometimes wild-goose chase for an answer they want. There are many ways to
look for the answer. They can share, discuss and tell it to their friends or the other
people around them. When talking about life, they also talk about many things.
When discussing the life, they usually discuss about faith, idealism, beliefs,
behaviours, attitude, dreams and so on. All are based on the fact that life is a
complex matter. They also have their own ways to face it. The ways which they
choose are usually based on their background of knowledge, experiences and
1
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faith. Those backgrounds can influence them on shaping the way they see life and
face it.
Quite often, their life which they often discuss and in which they look for
the truth is expressed in literature. It is like a mirror, sometimes literature can be
seen as a reflection of human life and that is what makes studying literature
interesting and fascinating. As Holman and Harmon (1986) state that “all novels
are representations in fictional narrative of life or experience but the form are
itself as a protean as life and experience themselves.” (p. 336)
Among several genres of literature, novels are more interesting because
they are usually a portrait of human life that involves various characters and
conversations that make the story live. Besides, novels invite many people to read,
to feel, then to be involved in it. Then, the readers will feel some feelings which
will appear from the story like happiness, sadness or perhaps a motivation which
can make them to do something new.
The Devil and Miss Prym is one of Paulo Coelho’s novels which tells
about a stranger, named Carlos who wants to seek for the truth whether human
being is good or evil. Actually, he believes that human being is inherently evil. To
prove it, he has his own way. He tries to do anything to get what he wants
although there will be something which can hinder him. Petri (1981) states that
“motivation is the insight forces of organism to act” (p. 3). Further he explains
that behaviours are initiated and directed by the forces inside. The forces influence
the intensification of people behaviour. The higher forces inside the more intense
a person will behave. In another word, motivation determines what behaviours
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people choose to perform, how hard they do and how persistent they are in the
face of difficulties. As Petri stated, Carlos is motivated to get the truth he wants.
Therefore, he will use anything that he has to get what he wants.
The story begins when a stranger, named Carlos, arrives at the remote
village of Viscos, He carries a backpack containing a notebook and eleven gold
bars. He comes to seek for the answer to a question that torments him whether
human beings are, in essence, good or evil. He thinks the remote village which is
almost broken is a perfect place to find out the answer he seeks for. To get what
he wants, he tries to use all his powers, but he still needs someone to help him. So,
he chooses Chantal, a girl who really wants to leave Viscos. He offers Chantal
eleven gold bars. Chantal can change her life with them. She can get the eleven
gold bars if she obeys the stranger’s want. The stranger wants Chantal to betray
her belief. Chantal has to break the Ten Commandments. She has to take a
decision for his demand. When Chantal get a problem with herself, the stranger
starts to use his powers to get what he wants. He tries to influence the people
through the story about his life experience. Then, he also tries to assure Chantal
that she has to do what he wants. Carlos only wants to prove whether human
beings are good or evil.
This study analyzes the understanding Carlos’ behaviour in which he
wanders away, then comes and manipulates Viscos to prove his belief that human
being is inherently evil. It is challenging to find out the understanding Carlos’
behaviour. He needs to be motivated to get it, since motivation is the trigger that
forces him to do anything needed to get what he wants.
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1.2 Problem Formulation
Based on the previous description, there are two problems that can be
formulated as follow:
1.2.1 How are Carlos’ characteristics portrayed in The Devil and Miss Prym?
1.2.2 How is Carlos’ unusual behaviour understood in The Devil and Miss Prym?
1.3 Objectives of the Study
The objectives of this study are anwers of the questions that are
formulated in the problem formulation above. First of all, this study will analyze
Carlos’ character and find out the understanding Carlos’ behaviour.
1.4 Benefits of the Study
By reading a novel, we can get pleasure and also the understanding of
human life that can enrich our knowledge. We can also learn various human
characters. This study is expected to give some contributions to many people.
First, this study is expected to give contribution to literature teachers who use
Coelho’s The Devil and Miss Prym as a material for literature course especially if
the topic chosen concerns any values that are conveyed in the novel. Second, this
study is expected to give contribution to the students who analyze the human
behaviour in fiction. Third, it is expected to give contribution to enrich the
researcher’s knowledge about human values, especially about human behaviour.
Fourth, this study is expected to help the readers to know about human behaviour
which happen to the novel. So, the readers can get more information and
knowledge related to the novel.
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1.5 Definition of Terms
To avoid misinterpretation in this study, the researcher provides some
explanations to clarify several terms used in this study.
1.5.1 Behaviour
Bruno (1996, p. 3) states that behaviour is defined as anything that is
done at actions by organism. It is related to response of stimuli, motor or
glandular that are considered to be kinds of behaviour. According to Schwartz
(1978), behaviour is something which can be readily observed and measured. The
source of the actions lies in the environment (p. 4). This will analyze the
understanding Carlos’ behaviour of wandering away and manipulating Viscos.
1.5.2 Motivation
Petri (1981) states that motivation is the concept we use when we
describe the forces acting on or within an organism to initiate and direct behaviour
(p. 3). According to Huffman, Vernoy, Vernoy (2000) state that motivation is the
process of activating, maintaining, and directing behaviour toward a particular
goal (p. 392). This study will find out the motivation that occurs in Carlos to
prove his belief.
1.5.3 Character
Abrams (1993) defines character as the persons in a dramatic or narrative
work, endowed with moral qualities that are expressed in what they say (the
dialogue) and by what they do (the action) (p. 22). In this study, character is a
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supporting item needed for the researcher to find out Carlos’ character to prove
his belief.
1.5.4 Good and Evil
Singh (2007) states that good is often associated with God and evil is
associated with Devil, the perennial enemy of God. Good acts will make a person
good and evil acts will make a person evil. Therefore, good acts will produce life
that is continuity, happiness and human flourishing, while evil acts seem to be
those that lend support for their opposites (p. 1). This study will analyze Carlos
who wants to prove his belief that human being is inherently evil.
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CHAPTER 2
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

This chapter consists of two parts. The first part is review of related theory,
and the second part is theoretical framework. In the first part, the researcher is
going to explain about the theories which are going to be used, such as: theory of
critical approach, theory of character, theory of characterization and theory of
motivation. The theoretical framework explains how the theory will be used in
answering the problem formulation.
2.1 Review of Related Study
This study deals with the previous study that has been done related to the
object of this study. The previous study taken is Helen Monica’s thesis entitled
“The main Character’s Motivation in Saving Viscos as seen in Paulo Coelho’s
The Devil and Miss Prym”. The thesis that was written by Helen Monica uses
psychological approach in analyzing the main character of The Devil and Miss
Prym. The focus is more about Chantal’s motivation in saving Viscos. This
undergraduate thesis also uses the same object and approach, but different
character. Carlos’ character will be analyzed in this study, especially his
behaviour in manipulating Viscos.
2.2 Review of Related Theory
There are few theories which are being used in this study, such as: theory
of critical approach, theory of character, theory of characterization and theory of
7
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motivation. Those are expected to be able to help the researcher to get valuable
information in answering the problem formulation; to find out Carlos’ character
and the understanding Carlos’ behaviour.
2.2.1 Critical Approach
Theory of critical approach is the theory, which allows the reader to have
better understanding about the story from different angles. Rohrberger and Woods
Jr. (1971) state “To have a reasonable judgement, we have to employ a means,
which is called critical approach.” (p. 3). They also propose five approaches that
can be used to analyze works of literature. Those approaches are formalist
approach, biographical approach, the socio cultural-historical approach, the
mytophoeic approach and psychological approach.
This study uses the psychological approach. The psychological approach
applies psychological theories to explain the character personality in the story.
Each character’s attitude and behaviour could be referred to the psychology of
human being (Rohrberger & Wood Jr., 1971, pp. 13-15). This study uses this
approach because this is the most appropriate approach in order to understand
Carlos’ behaviour of wandering away and manipulating the villagers of Viscos to
prove his premature idea that human being is inherently evil.
2.2.2 Character
According to Abrams (1993), characters are “persons in a dramatic or
narrative work, endowed with moral and depositional qualities that expresses in
what they say – dialogue – and what they do – action”(p. 21). Moreover, Abrams
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also stated that characters, which appeared in novel, possess some characteristics
which similar to human beings in the real world.
Forster (1974) mentions that character can be divided into two parts. The
first one is flat or static character. Flat or static character is the same sort of person
at the end of the story as he or she at the beginning. A flat or static character tends
to stay the same throughout the story. A flat character can simultaneously be a
stock character. In flat character, some trait of character for some reason is
exaggerated, while the other aspects or traits are hardly paid attention to. Flat
character represents a particular person as more simple, or hardly ever, surprises
the reader. The second one is round or dynamic character. A round character often
changes. This the most perfect way for authors to present the characters in their
wholeness and in their different aspects. A round or dynamic character tends to
react differently toward different situations and or person encountered. It is
obviously more lifelike than the flat character, because in the real life people are
simply embodiments of single behaviour, they tend to grow, develop and change,
these characters tend to undergo a permanent change in some aspects of his
character, personality, or outlook (pp. 53-54, 63-64).
The theory of character will help the researcher to analyze Carlos’
character in The Devil and Miss Prym and his thoughts and deeds as seen in his
dialogue and action.
2.2.3 Characterization
According to Rohrberger and Woods Jr. (1971), characterization is “the
process by which an author creates a character.” They also state that an author can
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characterize by using the “direct means”, meaning that the author tells directly to
the readers what the character looks like. Besides, an author can use “dramatic
means”, meaning that the author shows what the character looks like by the way
that character behaves or speaks in the story (p. 20).
In Murphy’s book, Understanding Unseen, mentions nine ways to reveal
the characterization of the character in which the author of the novel attempts to
make his character understandable and come alive to the reader (Murphy, 1972,
pp. 161-173). Those nine ways are as follow:
The first is through personal description. Using personal description the
writer tries to describe the person’s appearance and clothes. The description of the
person’s appearance and clothes will give the reader a clue about the characteristic
of a character. However, sometimes the author tries to trick the reader by
describing the character as a bad person through his or her appearance and clothes
whereas character of a person cannot simply be judged by the way people dressed
or their appearance.
The second is through the characters as seen by another. Using this way,
instead of describing character directly, the author describe the character through
the eyes and opinions of other. The reader gets, as it were, a reflected image. The
opinions from the character itself, directly or not, will affect the reader’s thought
about a particular character.
The third way for an author to present a character in the story is through
speech. The author can give the reader an insight into the character through the
speech of other character. Whenever a person speaks, whenever he is in
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conversation with another, whenever he puts forward an opinion, he is giving the
reader some clues to his character.
The fourth is through past life. By letting the reader learns something
about a person’s past life, the author can give the reader a clue to events that have
helped to shape a person’s character. It is can be in a form of a direct comment by
the author, through the person’s thoughts, through his conversation or through the
medium of another person.
The fifth is through conversation of others. The author can give the
reader clues to a person’s character through the conversation of other people and
the things they say about him or her. People do talk about other people and the
things they say often used as a clue to the characters of the person spoken about.
The sixth is through reactions. The author can also give the reader a clue
to a person’s character by letting the reader know how that person reacts to
various situations and events. The way a character reacts toward a various kinds
of situation will reveal the characteristic within him or her.
The seventh is through direct comment; this is the simplest form because
the author gives a direct comment on the character. The eighth is through
thoughts. The author can give the reader direct knowledge of what a person is
thinking about. In this respect, the author is able to do what the reader cannot do
in real life. The author can tell the reader what different people are thinking. In the
novel the reader accepts this. The reader then is in a privileged position; he has, as
it were, a secret listening device plugged in to the inmost thoughts of a person in a
novel. The last or the ninth is through manners. The author can describe a
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person’s mannerism, habits or idiocies, which may also tell us something about
his character.
2.2.4 Motivation and Behaviour
2.2.4.1 Definitions of Motivation
This study uses the psychology theory to understand Carlos’ behaviours.
To be specific, the theory that will be used in this study is the theory of
motivation. The theory of motivation helps the researcher to understand Carlos’
behaviour of wandering away and proving his belief that human being is
inherently evil.
According to Smith (1982, p. 282), motivation is an internal process that
influences the direction, persistence and vigour of goal directed behaviour.
Motivation comes from Latin word, “moveo”. Motivation is seen as an internal
factor that “moves” human beings and animals toward the goal that is to be
achieved. Motivation makes human beings keep their effort and keep them on
their goal in order to prevent them from losing their way to achieve their goal
(Abrams, 1993, p. 282).
Petri (1981), in his book entitled Motivation: Theory and Research,
defines motivation as the concept that people use when they describe the forces
acting on or within an organism to initiate and direct behaviour (p. 3). According
to Huffman, Vernoy and Vernoy (2000), motivation refers to factors of an
individual such as needs, desires, and interest which activate, maintain, and direct
behaviour toward of his goals (p. 392). Whorcel and Shebilske (1989) also define
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motivation as a reason why an organism acts in a certain way in certain time cause
by some energy or source from the body which devices temporarily the
capabilities into actions (p. 373). As people have known that there are reasons in
every behaviour that is conducted by human. These reasons are called motivation;
this motivation is the main machine in human action.
2.2.4.2 The Relation between Motivation and Behaviour
Motivation and behaviour are two things that can not be separated since
someone’s behaviour must be based on his or her motivation of behaving so.
According to Murray (1964, p. 7), motivation is a desire. It is related to behaviour
because it is involved in all kinds of behaviour: learning, performing, perceiving,
attending, remembering, forgetting, thinking, creating and feeling. Motivation
influences someone’s behaviour because motivation may function as incentive for
someone to behave in certain manner. For example: a student will study hard in
order to get success in his lessons if he is motivated by his desire, such as a desire
to gain success. His motivation will influence him to behave in specific way that
supports him to gain success, such as concentrating more on his lesson and
refusing friend’s invitation to go to a party, arranging his time effectively in order
to have more time for study and reducing time for pleasure. His specific behaviour
is a revelation of his motivation to get success in his lesson. This example shows
the relation between motivation and behaviour in which motivation functions as
an incentive for behaviour. Murray (1964, p. 20) also states that the relation
between motivation and behaviour is to create motivated behaviour. Motivated

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

14
behaviour is behaviour that has been influenced by a certain motivation.
Therefore, motivation always influences someone’s act or behaviour.
2.2.4.3 Kinds of Motivation
McClelland (1985, p. 224) based on his book, Human Motivation, states
that there are four kinds of the important motive system. These four motives
comprise what is called social motive, motive that springs from interpersonal
(interaction between individuals) experience. The four motives are as follow;
achievement motive, affiliative motive, avoidance motive, and power motive.
McClelland (1985) emphasizes that “doing something better” is the natural
incentive for the achievement motive. It now is time to become more precise, for
people can do better for all sorts of reasons—to please the teacher, to avoid
criticism, to gain the approval of a loved one, or simply to get some time off from
work (p. 227). What should be involved in the achievement motivation is doing
something better for its own sake, for the intrinsic satisfaction of doing something
better.
The second motive is affiliative motive. McClelland (1985) states
“whether or not it is exactly what people seek in interacting with others, certainly
depriving individuals of the opportunity for interaction arouses in them that has
been called the need for affiliation or the need to be with people” (p. 346).
Affiliative motive means person who has to be friendly to make a good
relationships and he/she is expected to have good interaction with other people in
order to accomplish his goals.
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The third motive is avoidance motive. According to McClelland (1985),
academic psychologists first conceived of motives as effort to avoid discomfort
and to reduce strong stimulation, whether caused by hunger, thirst, pain, electric
shock, conflict, or frustration (p. 373). Franken (2002) defines that avoidant
motive is people do thing to avoid something (p. 3).
According to McClelland (1985), if the goal of anxiety motive is some
kinds of escape, measurement in this area is deficient, because it concentrates on
the anxiety responses rather than on what relieves them. A motive is better
defined in terms of its objective, or the incentive that it seeks or that would satisfy
it. There is some evidence that what more anxious people seek is some kind of
security, or the reassurance that comes from being told what to do or knowing
what to do (p. 376). In 1959, Schachter conducted an experiment in which one
group of women was told that they were going to receive painful electrical shocks
(high anxiety) and another group was told that it was going to be mild shocks (low
anxiety). While waiting for the shocks, the women were given the choice to wait
alone or with other women. Schachter then observed that the group in high
anxiety condition would like to wait in the company of other women. However,
the company must also suffer from anxiety as well. They prefer to suffer alone if
the company is not in the similar anxiety level (as cited in Jung, 1978, p. 191).
This behaviour is understood as an attempt for anxious individuals to learn their
relative position by comparing themselves with the anxious others.
The last motive is power motive. Winter (1978) defines the power motive
as the motives to establish, maintain, or restore power–that is, impact, control, or
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influence over another person, group, or the world at large (as cited in
McClelland, 1985, p. 272). It is a necessary for human to manipulate the others by
his/her power. This is the need to lead others and make an impact. McClelland
(1985) states the need of power can exhibit itself in two ways. The first which is
the need for personal power may be viewed as undesirable as the person simply
needs to feel that they have “power over others”. They do not have to be effective
or further the objectives of their employer. The second type of “need for power” is
the need for institutional power. People with the need for institutional power;
want to direct the efforts of their team, to further the objectives of their
organisation (p. 274). Fersch (1971) observes that people with strong power
motives tend to be more willing to endure the physical risks and dangers (as cited
in McClelland, 1985, p. 288). Becker (1963) further adds that people who are
socially powerless will have little or nothing to lose since they are already
powerless, therefore they are more often found in risk taking behaviours (as cited
in Jung, 1978, p. 494). He also explains that this behaviour is the result of a
lacking in alternatives.
The importance of bringing the social motives into this research is that
two of the motives, namely achievement and power motive, represent two
important forces that govern many aspects of human behaviour, namely power
and choice. It determines human ability to take actions, to become a subject of
action, or the object of it. Without sufficient personal control, individuals will feel
powerless in coping with their daily life. Inesi et al. (2011) define power as a
construct that represents the relative dependence on and relative influence over
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other individuals, while choice as a construct that represents the presence or
absence of the ability to select paths and options (p. 1).
Power motive represents the construct “power” since it demonstrates the
need for an individual to have influence over others, while achievement motive
represents the construct “choice” since it demonstrates the importance of doing an
action for its own intrinsic reward. Further, Inesi et al. explain that these
constructs are to satisfy the need for personal control, a belief that holds that
individuals have certain control over events occurred in their life (p. 1). When
individuals are deprived of this personal control, they become anxious and will try
to restore this sense of certainty. She further argues that an individual will only
need one source providing the sense of personal control. Inesi explains that power
and choice are substitute to each other, meaning that there is a tendency that an
individual will not pursue choice once he/she has power and vice versa (Inesi et
al., p. 2).
2.3 Theoretical Framework
All those theories are beneficial in this study. This study will analyze
Carlos’ characteristics and Carlos’ behaviour of wandering away and
manipulating the villagers of Viscos to prove his belief that human being is
inherently evil in The Devil and Miss Prym. This study uses theory of critical
approach, theory of character, theory of characterization and theory of motivation.
To learn how Carlos’ characteristics are described by the author, this study uses
theory of character and characterization. Then, to understand and provide
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explanations for Carlos’ behaviours in wandering away and manipulating the
villagers of Viscos to prove his belief, this study uses theory of motivation,
specifically the avoidance and power motive theories. This study uses the
psychological approach to find out Carlos’ character and Carlos’ behaviour to
prove his belief since the theory of motivation is the part of the psychological
approach.
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CHAPTER 3
METHODOLOGY
This chapter consists of three parts: object of the study, approach of the
study and method of the study. The object of the study explains the object, data
used in studying the work of literature and the description of the work analyzed.
The approach of the study explains the approach which is used in analyzing the
novel and the reasons of using the approach. The method of the study discusses
the procedures taken in analyzing the work and explains a series of steps which is
used in conducting this study.

3.1 Object of the Study
The Devil and Miss Prym is a novel written by Paulo Coelho. The first
edition of this novel was published in Portuguese in 2000 entitled O Demonio e a
srta Prym and was translated into English by Amanda Hopkinson and Nick
Caistor in 2001. This study uses the version that was published by Harper Collins
Publishers in 2006. The novel itself consists of 205 pages and is divided into 25
chapters.
The novel tells about a man who wants to prove his belief that human
being is inherently evil. The story begins when a stranger, named Carlos, arrives
at the remote village of Viscos, He carries a backpack containing a notebook and
eleven gold bars. He comes to seek for the answer to a question that torments him
whether human beings are, in essence, good or evil. He thinks the remote village
like Viscos, is a perfect place to find out the answer he seeks for. To get what he
19
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wants, he tries to use all his powers, but he still needs someone to help him. So, he
chooses Chantal, a girl who really wants to leave Viscos. He offers Chantal eleven
gold bars. Chantal can change her life with them. She can get the eleven gold bars
if she obeys Carlos’ wants. He wants Chantal to betray her belief. Chantal has to
break the Ten Commandments. She has to take a decision for his demand. When
Chantal gets a problem with herself, Carlos starts to use his powers to get what he
wants. He tries to influence the people through the story about his life experience.
Besides, he offers the villagers of Viscos eleven bars of gold if at the end of seven
days someone in the Viscos is found dead. It is so frightened for the citizen. When
the villagers feel frightened and confused because of Carlos’ offer, Carlos still
tries to assure Chantal that she has to do what he wants. He only wants to prove
whether human beings are good or evil. Actually, he believes that human beings
are inherently evil. This study mainly focuses on Carlos’ character and the
understanding Carlos’ behaviour. It will be discussed in this study.
3.2 Approach of the Study
A critical approach to literature necessitates an understanding of its nature,
function and positive values. One must know what literature is, how to read it and
how to judge it (Rohrberger and Woods, 1971, p. 31). Analyzing a literary work
needs a certain approach in order to give specification of the aspects to discuss in
a study. It helps the researcher to develop the analysis based on the work to
discuss.
According to Rohrberger and Woods (1971), there are five approaches.
They are: the formalist approach, the biographical approach, the sociocultural -
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historical approach, the mythopoeic approach, and psychological approach (p.
13). The approach which will be used in this study is the psychological approach,
considering that this study is aimed to get a deeper understanding about Carlos’
behaviour to leave his belief and manipulate Viscos to prove his belief. This study
uses this approach because it was the most appropriate approach to find the
theories to answer the formulated problem which is related to psychological
approach.
3.3 Method of the Study
This study was conducted as a library study. The library study was done in
order to find as much information as possible which was needed in conducting
this study. There were two kinds of data which were used. They were the primary
data and the secondary data. This study used the story of The Devil and Miss
Prym as the primary data of the study. The secondary data were sources on the
related topic from books and articles.
There were some steps as the procedure in conducting the study. First, the
researcher read the main source of the study, The Devil and Miss Prym by Paulo
Coelho for twenty one times. The second step was formulating two problems to be
analyzed. Some references and theories are cited as secondary data. In this case,
theory of characterization and psychological theory are appropriate to be applied
for answering the problem formulations. The third step was collecting other data
in order to support the researcher to get better understanding of the novel from
books in the library, articles and journals. After collecting the data, the researcher
compiled and used it as the supporting data to answer the problem formulations.
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The last step was to answer the problem formulated by using all the data
the researcher had got. This study will analyze how Carlos’ character as seen in
The Devil and Miss Prym and the understanding Carlos’ behaviour. Finally, the
researcher made the conclusion based on the analysis.
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CHAPTER 4
ANALYSIS

This chapter aims to find the answers in the problem formulations. The
novel The Devil and Miss Prym serves as the main source and the theories in
chapter two are implemented as the secondary sources.
This chapter consists of two parts. The first analysis concerns Carlos’s
character as portrayed in The Devil and Miss Prym. The second analysis concerns
with understanding Carlos’ behaviour as portrayed in The Devil and Miss Prym.
4.1 The Description of Carlos
According to the role the characters serve in the story, Henkle (1977)
mentions that characters are classified as major character and minor character (pp.
87-89). There are two major characters in The Devil and Miss Prym. Carlos is one
of the major characters in The Devil and Miss Prym. He is one of the most
important characters in the story. He also gets more attention from the beginning
up to the end of the story.
Based on the frequency of appearance in the novel, Milligan (1983, p.
155) divides character into two: major and minor character. The major character
appears more frequently than the other characters in the novel. In other words,
Carlos is called as one of the major characters based on the frequency of
appearance in the novel. It is proved by that almost all conflicts which happen in
the novel are provided by Carlos.

23
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Forster (1974, pp. 63-64, 53-54) classifies characters into two types, flat or
static character and round or dynamic character. Based on the Forster theory,
Carlos is regarded as a round character. He tends to grow, develop and change. In
his life, Carlos has many problems and experiences which finally change his life.
He has developed from the beginning until the end of the story.
In this part, the character is analyzed in details. Quotations from the novel
are used to support the character’s characterization. Characterization is an
important part to present the characters in the novel. It can make the novel
interesting for the readers because the story represents human lives.
In order to get better understanding about a character, M.J Murphy (1972,
pp. 161-173) gives more detailed explanation on how characters are presented by
an author. He mentions nine ways of how an author reveals the Carlos’ character
and traits to the readers, like as follows: personal description, character as seen by
another, speech, past life, conversation of others, reactions, direct comment,
thoughts, mannerism.
Carlos is a man who has a problem in his life. Before his family dies, he
has a perfect life. He works in an arms manufacture as a director. He gets a big
commission on every deal his manufacture made so he never got a financial
problem. He also has a beautiful wife and two beautiful daughters. But his life
which is almost perfect changed into a misery for him only in one day. His family
is murdered by a terrorist group. The tragedy makes him miserable. Many
questions emerge in his mind whether human beings are good or evil, where the
God’s love is.
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Finally, Carlos decides to spend his rest of time to find out the answers to
his questions. Then, he arrives at the remote village of Viscos carrying a backpack
which contains a notebook and eleven gold bars. He considers the remote village
as a perfect place to find out the answers to his questions. After he arrives at
Viscos, he stays in the hotel. He has to fill the form which is given by the hotel.
The stranger carefully read the form he was given to fill in at the hotel,
deciding what he was going to put. From his accent, they would know he
came from some South American country, and he decided it should be
Argentina, because he really liked their football team. (p. 6)
From the quotation above, it indicates that Carlos has South American’s
accent. It can be concluded that Carlos comes from one of South American
countries.
Carlos’ age is 52 years old as seen in the novel. It can be seen by Carlos’
speech. When he wants to invite Chantal to look at his gold bars, He tells his age
directly to a girl in Viscos, named Chantal. He said, “I’m 52, my name isn’t
Carlos, and everything I wrote on the form at the hotel is false.”(p. 8). From
previous quotation, it can be concluded that Carlos’ age is 52 years old.
4.1.1. Virtuous
Carlos has had a good past life before his family murdered by terrorists. It can
be seen from the evidences found in the novel. The first evidence is during the
conversation when he first meets Chantal, the first person he sees when he walks back
to Viscos. They have a long conversation. Chantal wants to know him, so she asks
him questions about Carlos’ identity. Carlos explains that he is a man who has found
paradise in his life when he is a prisoner to the hell of routine and family, and who
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finds hell when he can at last enjoy paradise and total freedom. It means that Carlos
has a good life with his family. He feels that he can find paradise when he is with his
family (para. 14).
They have many conversations that make Carlos telling about his past life. He
tells her that he is also a law abiding citizen and has a good family. It can be seen
through his speech. He never does something wrong like stealing money or weapon
from his company when he works in arms company. He distributes the weapons his
company made around the world legally. It means that he always gets the export
licences and permission from the government to distribute the weapons. He also pays
all the necessary taxes for the transactions. Besides, he has a wife and two daughters
who love him (para. 64).
Before his family is murdered, he is a man who follows the God
commandments and fears on Him.. He has an almost perfect life. The evidence of his
condition can be identified when he talked to Chantal. Some conversations that he
made with Chantal can reveal his past life.
“I read a lot. I was a regular churchgoer. I feared God and respected His
commandments. I was a highly paid director of a huge firm. Since I was
paid commission on every deal we made, I earned more than enough to
support my wife, my children, and even my grandchildren and my
greatgrandchildren; because the arms trade is the most profitable business
in the world. I knew the value of every item I sold, so I personally checked
all our transactions; that way I uncovered several cases of corruption and
dismissed those involved and halted the sales. My weapons were made to
help defend order, which is the only way to ensure progress and
development in this world, or so I thought.” (p. 64)
Carlos repeats his speech again to Chantal. He makes Chantal sure that he
is a virtuous man. He considers that he is a virtuous man because he never breaks
the law that has already existed. It changes when he gets a calling from a woman.

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

27
She tells him that his wife and children are with her. Carlos has to follow her
instruction if he wants his family safe. Since he feels that he is a good citizen, he
tells the police about his situation. He feels that he choose a right decision. He
does not realize that his decision will change all of his life. Finally, his family
become victims of the terrorists. The terrorists kill his family by weapons that are
made from his company (para. 65-67). The conversation is almost thirty minutes.
Carlos tries to sway Chantal. He wants her to do like what he wants. So he tells
her that he works in an important company and it made him knowing anything
what she will do later (para. 70).
Chantal starts to do like what Carlos wants. Chantal starts to sway the people
in Viscos to do like what Carlos wants. When she sways the people, she also tells
them about the identity of Carlos. She tells them that he has given us wrong
information. Chantal tries to tell the people who Carlos is.
”Yet, when he did tell you the truth, none of you believed him. He really
did work for an armaments factory, he really "as had all kinds of
adventures and been all kinds of different People, from loving father to
ruthless businessman. But because you live here in Viscos, you cannot
comprehend how much richer and more complex life can be.” (p. 77)
From the previous explanation, it can be concluded that before Carlos’ family
murdered, he never breaks the law, he is a religious man and he loves his family.
Those characteristics are sufficient to prove that Carlos is a virtuous man. This
characterization of Carlos can be seen through Carlos’ and the other character’s
speech.
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4.1.2. Anxious
The most distinctive Carlos’ characteristic is anxious. This characteristic
can be seen when Carlos is conversing with Chantal. In a conversation, when
Chantal asks him his identity, he does not answer the question directly. Instead, he
tells her about his anxieties. He explains that he holds an idea that human beings
will be willing to commit evil if given the chance (para. 14). So intense his
anxiety is, Carlos is not contend with only watching and waiting for the answers
to come, he goes out to test his idea that human is inherently evil. He goes to
Viscos, observes the village, and manipulates the villagers there to test out his
idea.
“So then I thought up my own game: I would go to some remote place,
where everyone looked on life with joy, peace and compassion, and I
would see if I could make the people there break a few of the Ten
Commandments.” (p. 15)
“It's nothing to do with you or with your village (Viscos). I'm simply
thinking of myself; the story of one man is the story of all men. I need to
know if we are good or evil. If we are good, God is just and will forgive
me for all I have done, for the harm I wished on those who tried to destroy
me, for the wrong decisions I took at key moments, for the proposition I
am putting to you now - for He was the one who drove me towards the
dark. “But if we're evil, then everything is permitted, I never took a wrong
decision, we are all condemned from the start, and it doesn't matter what
we do in this life, for redemption lies beyond either human thought or
deed.” (p. 18)
Carlos’ anxiety derives from his losing of his family. He loses his family
when a group of terrorists kidnaps his wife and his two daughters demanding
Carlos to provide weapons for the terrorists’ cause. The terrorists warn Carlos not
to call the police, but Carlos ignores the warning and calls the police. He
considers himself a good citizen and like what any good citizen will do in the
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situation he calls the police. Carlos is then advised not to submit to the terrorists’
term. In the end, police is able to locate the group’s hideout and eradicate the
group. However, Carlos’s family is also found dead in the hideout. After the
event, Carlos then wanders away in grief.
“At the end of that year, I left my job. I travelled to the four corners of the
earth, alone with my grief, asking myself how human beings can be
capable of such evil. I lost the most precious thing a man can have: my
faith in my fellow man. I laughed and I wept at God's irony, at the absurd
way he had chosen to demonstrate to me that I was an instrument of Good
and Evil.” (p. 68)
During his wandering, questions and doubts start to emerge; why his family is
murdered; from countless weapons produced in this world, why it is the weapon
produced under his supervision that was used to kill his family; how the nature of
human really is, whether they are inherently good or evil. Carlos thinks that the
terrorists are killing for a cause, not for pleasure, love, hate or money. He reminds
Chantal that if she took the gold bar, she would have to justify the crime to herself
and to him. It will make Carlos understood how the terrorists justify to themselves the
killing of his loved ones. He also explains his situation to Chantal that he have spent
some years trying to understand what happens to him. He can not find a peace in his
life after his family dies (para. 70). Then, Carlos tries to do something different from
the common people. He has his own way to find the answer he wants. He has already
known that most people always do something positive and he tries too but he does not
succeed, so he wants to be the worst to get his best. By doing something different
from the common people, he believes that he can find out what he wants. (para. 122)
Carlos feels that he is a person who lives with questions and doubts as if
he lives with a devil at his side (para. 71). Those make him anxious, so he has to
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find the answers about the questions and doubts in himself to ease his trouble
mind.
4.1.3. Intelligent
Carlos is an intelligent man. This characteristic can be inferred from his
conversations and from what he does in the novel. First evidence to this
characteristic is when he tries to fill the form the hotel gave to him.
The stranger carefully read the form he was given to fill in at the hotel,
deciding what he was going to put. From his accent, they would know he
came from some South American country, and he decided it should be
Argentina, because he really liked their football team. In the space left for
his address, he wrote Colombia Street, knowing that South Americans are
in the habit of paying homage to each other by naming important places
after neighbouring countries. As his name, he chose that of a famous
terrorist from the previous century. (p. 6)
Carlos does not wish his identity known, therefore he fakes the data form. Yet, from
the excerpt of the novel, Carlos can be understood as someone who is knowledgeable.
He knows the practice of the South Americans and mischievously chooses a terrorist
name as his pseudonym.
Another support to this characteristic is to be found in Carlos’ action. Before
executing his plan, Carlos makes several preparations, and one of these preparations
is to hide the gold bars. When Carlos wants to hide his gold bars in the forest, he
makes sure that nobody sees or follows him. He knows that in a place like Viscos,
someone can easily be observing him without his being aware of it, so he patiently
waits for about an hour to make sure that he is not being observed before burying
his gold (para. 7). Carlos also takes precautions should his plan goes wrong. He
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prepares tape recording to record his and the villagers’ conversation in case the
villagers plan to blame him for the murder.
Everything had been carefully planned: from the choice of a small, remote
village with few inhabitants down to the fact of having an accomplice, so
that if things did not work out, no one could ever accuse him of inciting
people to murder. The tape recorder, the reward, the careful steps he had
taken, first making friends with the people in the village and then
spreading terror and confusion. (p. 183)
The precautions can also be seen from others’ speech. The hotel land-lady makes
a remark to warn the villagers not to do Carlos any harm since Carlos has prepared
anything; “We can’t touch him. He’s got powerful friends. I overheard him
phoning various people and he’s reserved his plane tickets; if he disappears,
they’ll know he’s been kidnapped and come looking for him in Viscos” (p. 195).
To help him do his plan, Carlos needs an accomplice. He chooses Chantal, a
bar maid in Viscos. Carlos thinks that she is the right person to help him do his plan.
He tries to sway her by talking about his plan. He tells her what he wants, and then
shows a gold bar to her. Chantal starts to feel afraid of him. She considers him
strange, so she asks him his identity. Carlos, then, introduces himself to her as a man
who has a good past life before. Carlos is sure that Chantal is the right person who
will help him to realize his plan.
The stranger was pleased at the girl's intelligence. Good, he had chosen the
right person as ever.
“I came to Viscos because I had a plan. A long time ago, I went to see a
play by a writer called Durrenmatt, whom I'm sure you know ...”
His comment was merely intended to provoke her: obviously a young
woman like her would never have heard of Durrenmatt, and he knew that
she would again try to appear indifferent, as if she knew who he was
talking about. (p. 15)
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Some days ago, Carlos meets Chantal and shows her a gold bar. Carlos wants to
make Chantal sure that the gold is real which can make her wealthy. He tells her
that he still has ten gold bars buried in the other locations and nobody knows their
location. The gold bars Carlos offers to her and people in Viscos can guarantee
their future life for the next thirty years and provide for major developments to the
village (para. 78).
Carlos’ characteristics can also be seen from his or the other characters
speech. Carlos tells Chantal that the gold bars he shows to her can make her
wealthy. He said to Chantal that she would not steal the gold bars. Carlos reminds
her not to steal the gold bars through his speech. If Chantal steals the gold bars, it
means that Chantal has given a proof to Carlos that human is inherently evil (para.
16). Carlos also tries to provoke Chantal to do his plan in which there must be a
dead people within a week. He gives two options to Chantal. First, if in a week,
someone in Viscos is found dead, the gold bars will go to the villagers and he will
conclude that human beings are evil. Second, if Chantal steal the one gold bar but
the village resists temptation, he will conclude that there are good and evil people
and it will put him in a difficult position to decide whether human being is good
or evil (para. 17). Carlos also reminds Chantal that she will not be able to find the
gold bars he offers because he has hidden the gold bars in a place only he knows.
It can be seen from his speech to Chantal.
“As for the other ten gold bars,' he went on, 'they are worth enough to
mean that none of the inhabitants of this village would ever need to work
again. I didn't ask you to re-bury the gold bars because I'm going to move
them to a place only I will know about. When you go back to the village, I
want you to say that you saw them and that I am willing to hand them over
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to the inhabitants of Viscos on condition that they do something they
would never ever dream of doing.” (p. 16)
Before Chantal leaves Carlos, he reminds Chantal to do what he wants. If she does
not do like what Carlos wants, he will tell everyone in Viscos that Chantal has
gotten a chance to help her village, but she refuses. Carlos also adds that people in
Viscos will blame Chantal and probably kill her (para. 18).
Carlos’ intelligence can also be observed from the way he tries to dissuade
Chantal from stealing his gold. Carlos is not afraid should his gold bars are stolen,
it is just that he is afraid of finding out that his idea that humans are inherently
evil is correct. He then tries to dissuade Chantal to steal the gold bars by using
reverse psychology; telling the opposite of what he really means. He encourages
Chantal to reflect her action if others know of it.
“You dug up the gold again,” he went on. “If you had to write a book
about your experiences, how do you think most of your readers would
react - given all the difficulties they have to face, the injustices dealt to
them by life and other people, the struggle they have in order to pay for
their children's schooling and to put food on the table - don't you think that
those people would be urging you to take the gold and run?” (p. 61)
Carlos emphasizes on manipulating Chantal’s mind and feeling in order to
make him easier to control Chantal. He knows that Chantal gets annoyed with
what he has done and it can make her kill him. Therefore, Carlos tries to explain
the situation that if she kills him, it will provide him an answer to his question.
The answer is human beings are essentially evil. He also adds that he can die
happily because he has already gotten an answer to his question (para. 61). That
situation is not like what Carlos wants. He creates his own game to find out the
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answer of his questions. He gives a situation where people will receive gold bars
if they do something he wants. Carlos wants to know how they deal with it.
“The terrorists were already surrounded and defeated; nevertheless, they
killed my family merely in order to carry out a useless, empty ritual. Your
village has what I did not have: it has the possibility to choose. They will
be tempted by the desire for money and perhaps believe they have a
mission to protect and save their village, but even so, they still retain the
ability to decide whether or not to execute the hostage. That's all. I want to
see whether other people might have acted differently to those poor,
bloodthirsty youngsters.” (p. 69)
The last evidence can be seen in the conversation between Carlos and the
hotel landlady. When Chantal explains what Carlos wants in front of people in the
bar. All people in the bar feel scared and confused about Carlos’ plan, especially
for the landlady and the mayor. The mayor informs to call the police and the
landlady forces Carlos to leave Viscos. Carlos coolly responds and refuses the
landladby’ request by manipulating her mind and feeling. Carlos will not leave
this place because he has paid his room for a week. He also reminds her that if she
kills Carlos, she will commit the crime and all people in Viscos will never receive
the gold bars (para. 79).
From the previous evidences, it can be concluded that Carlos is an
intelligent man. The characterizations are done through the speeches of characters
and the events that happen in the novel.
4.1.4. Generous
The next Carlos’ characteristic is generous. This can be inferred from events
or facts taking place in the novel. When first coming to the Viscos village, he brings
along with him eleven bars of gold, each weighing two kilos. It can be seen in the
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event when Carlos checks his rucksack, it contains a few clothes, a shaving kit, an
extra pair of shoes, vitamins to ward off colds, a thick notebook to write in and eleven
bars of gold, each weighing two kilos (para. 6). To have eleven gold bars and is not
afraid to give it away shows that Carlos is generous man. There are other events or
facts that show Carlos’ being rich man to be found in the novel. During his stay in
Viscos, for example, Carlos is known to often spend his money to buy the finest food
and beverages.
As soon as night fell, he resumed his walks, this time in the immediate
surroundings of the village. He was always the first into the restaurant, he
ordered the finest dishes and - never taken in by the prices – always
ordered the best wine, which wasn't necessarily the most expensive; then
he would smoke a cigarette and go over to the bar, where he had begun to
make friends with the regulars. (p. 19)
On several occasions, he buys the drink for all Viscos bar patron in order to
be viewed as a person who is friendly, generous and open-minded. (para. 21). Carlos
being rich is also depicted through the means of characters’ speeches, both the main
character’s speeches and other characters’ speeches. During a conversation with
Chantal, Carlos reveals that he was once a wealthy man. He is extremely rich and
popular industrialist who had many employees (para. 14). He supervised an arm
manufactory and got commission from every transaction he made. His salary was
more than enough to support him and his family (para. 63-64).
Chantal also provides evidence to this characteristic in one of her
speeches. During a village gathering in the village bar, Chantal announces Carlos’
offer to the villagers to break one of the Ten Commandments. The villagers want
to know more about Carlos intentions, but Chantal ends their curiosities by telling
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them about the reward (the 11 gold bars) that can be used by the villagers to
provide for themselves for months or years ahead (p. 78).
“Four days ago, he showed me ten large gold bars. They are worth enough
to guarantee the future of all the inhabitants of Viscos for the next thirty
years, to provide for major improvements to the village, a children's
playground, for example, in the hope that one day children will live here
again. He then immediately hid them in the forest, and I don't know where
they are.” (p. 78)
The last evidence can be seen in the event when Carlos signs all the papers
necessary for the transfer in ownership of the gold bars. It means that Carlos
really has eleven gold bars and he gives them to Chantal and people in Viscos as a
reward of what he has done to the people in Viscos. After Chantal gets her
reward, she becomes a wealthy woman (para. 203).
As previously demonstrated, Coelho makes known Carlos’ being generous
through several means of characterization. At least two means of characterization
are explored here, the first is the facts or events from the novel, the second is
through the characters’ speech. From these evidences, it is concluded that Carlos
is a generous man.
4.2 Carlos’ Behaviour
Kelley observes that “understanding a man’s construct system is, the first,
and most important, step in understanding what is commonly known as
motivation” (as cited in Jung, 1978, p. 77). After previous discussions, several
Carlos’ characteristics have been defined. These characteristic will then be used as
background on which the theory of motivations can operate. By using the theory
of motivations, Carlos behaviors can be clearly understood.
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4.2.1 Wandering Away
The first basis in understanding Carlos’ behaviour of wandering away is to be
found in McClelland’s avoidance theory. McClelland (1985) previously explains that
whenever an individual feels discomfort, he/she would try to avoid or distance
him/herself from the source of discomfort (p. 373). This impulse to distance oneself
from sources of harm is strong since it is deeply rooted in the basic human instinct of
survival. Having tragically lost his family in the hand of a group of terrorists, Carlos
feels the pain of loosing and is then motivated by grief to avoid it.
At the end of the year, after his family murdered, Carlos leaves his job and
travels to around the world, alone with his grief and questions about human beings
(para. 68). From the previous event of the novel, Carlos conveys that what motivates
him to wander away is his grief. However, there is another reason why Carlos
wanders away. During a conversation with Chantal, Carlos reveals that he did not
only lose his family when the accident happened, he also lost his faith. During the
conversation, Carlos says that he has been a man who has the control of himself and
people around him.
“I read a lot. I was a regular churchgoer. I feared God and respected His
commandments. I was a highly paid director of a huge firm. Since I was
paid commission on every deal we made, I earned more than enough to
support my wife my daughters, and even my grandchildren and my greatgrandchildren; because the arms trade is the most profitable business in the
world. ...My weapons were made to help defend order, which is the only
way to ensure progress and development in this world, or so I thought.”
(pp. 63-64)
From the excerpt of the novel, Carlos is understood to view himself as a good man; he
still went to church and had tried his best not to break God’s commandments, and
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though he worked in an armoury, he believed that what he did was right; his weapons
were made to help defend order. This shows that he had faith in himself. He once
believed that if he did exactly like what the rules dictated, all would be well. This
belief led him to call the police even though the terrorists told him not to. Yet when he
did exactly as rules dictated, the terrorist group killed his family. These evidences
show that the pain Carlos experiencing, comes not only from losing his family, but
also from his being betrayed by his beliefs. This virtually left him with nothing to live
on, and this is the other reason why he wandered away.
To clearly explain Carlos’ behaviour, observing his withdrawal is insufficient.
In his argument, Weiner states that the motivation to avoid harm cannot be measured
by only observing what an individual is avoiding, but also to which direction the
individual goes (as cited in McClelland, 1985, p. 376). From the previous
explanation, it is understood that there are two reasons why Carlos wanders away; the
first was that to ease his pain, and the second was to search replacements for the faith
that he had lost. To fully understand Carlos behaviours, it is not enough just to look at
his leaving everything he has, to observe the direction where he goes is also needed.
Further, Weiner also explains that what anxious individuals are looking for is
a sense of security. As previously demonstrated by Schachter in his study, there is a
tendency among anxious individuals to gather with those who are also anxious (as
cited in Jung, 1978, p.191). This behaviour finds its explanation in that anxious
individuals find comfort in being with others who are also anxious. This comfort or a
sense of security comes from knowing that the anxious individual is not alone, and
this comfort is the first step needed if the individual is going to move on. Carlos
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himself confesses his wish to find comfort in a rather sinister comment when he is
conversing with Chantal:
“If I leave the village with my eleven gold bars intact (meaning that the
villagers of Viscos do not take Carlos’ offer of breaking one of the Ten
Commandments; do not kill), then everything I wanted to believe in will have
proved to be a lie. I will die having received an answer I would rather not
have received, because I would find life more acceptable if I was proved right
and the world is evil. I would continue to suffer, but knowing that everyone
else is suffering too would make the pain more bearable. But if only a few of
us are condemned to suffer terrible tragedies, then there is something very
wrong with Creation.” (p.17)
However, that is only how Carlos masks his sufferings to Chantal. As previously
demonstrated by Schachter, anxious individual does not wish to share his anxiety with
others he/she considers not being anxious. Seeing that Chantal is not in the same
anxious state as he is in, Carlos does not feel the need to open himself to her.
The study from Schachter opens up a new perspective to look at Carlos’
behaviour from different point of view. When seeing Carlos’ attempt to make the
villagers of Viscos suffer as he is, there is a tendency to view it as an act of
vengeance. Chantal speaks her mind when saying; “You're a man who has
suffered and wants revenge, ...Your heart is dead, your soul is in darkness. The
devil by your side is smiling because you are playing the game he invented” (p.
79). Even Carlos himself does not seem to understand this tendency of anxious people
to be with others who are also anxious. Instead, he sees himself as a man seeking for
justice. He has lost his family and so he thinks he can do the same to others; “The
stranger was shivering now, but decided to leave the window open a while longer.
“God, I did not deserve what happened to me. If you did that to me, I can do the
same to others. That is justice.” (p. 89). In later part of the novel, Carlos reveals
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what he truly feels:
“He had taken care of every detail, except one: he had never thought his plan
would work. He had been sure that when the moment came to choose, a
simple “no” would change the story; at least one person would refuse to take
part, and that person would be enough to prove that not everything was lost. If
one person saved the village, the world itself would be saved, hope would still
be possible, goodness would be strengthened, the terrorist would not truly
have known the evil they were doing, there could be forgiveness, and his day
of suffering would be but a sad memory that he could learn to live with and he
could perhaps even seek happiness again.” (p. 184)
From previous explanations and evidences, Carlos’ motivation to wander
away is first to be understood as his way to distance himself from the pain of losing
what he considers important. He needs to be with the anxious others to learn how to
cope with his own anxieties, and continues his life. This drives him to wander away
and to seek solace among individuals with anxieties so that he can once again have
hope.
4.2.2 Manipulating Viscos
To understand Carlos’ behaviour in manipulating the villagers of Viscos,
one needs first to understand the construct of power. Inesi et al. (2011) propose
that in order for individuals to make a course of action, they must first posses the
sense of control (p. 1). This sense of control stems from either the construct power
or choice. The construct power provides an individual with a sense of control
derived from the individual’s ability to exert influence over others, while the
construct choice provides an individual with a sense of control derived from the
individual’s ability to choose from several choices.
It has been demonstrated that Carlos loses his sense of control dues to his
losing the beliefs that help him dealing with his everyday life. He needs a new
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understanding of life since his previous beliefs cannot adequately help him to
cope with his current situation. Before the acquisition of this new understanding,
however, Carlos must first regain his sense of personal control. In order to regain
his sense of control back, he needs to exert his ability to either exert power or to
make a conscious choice. Considering his current situation, it is hardly possible
for him to make a choice. A choice he could possibly make is to accept the death
of his wife and daughters and then move on. However, he cannot do this yet since
he is still in grief and not yet posses a sense of control. The only option left to
regain his sense of control back is, therefore, to exert his ability to influence
others.
As seen in the novel, Carlos has only one thing in mind when he reaches
Viscos, and that is to manipulate villagers of Viscos to kill one of their own to
prove his idea. During his wandering away, Carlos develops an idea that men are
inherently evil. He believes that, given the right circumstances, every human
would be willing to commit evil. Therefore, he develops a scenario in which he
tempts the villagers of Viscos with gold to murder one of their own. The victim
could be a useless idle man, or someone with an incurable illness, or a mental
defective who requires constant attention. His developing this idea is to be
understood as a way to cope with his pain of losing. By proving that men are evil,
Carlos is then enabled to see the killing of his family as “normal” since all men
are evil. This idea can be used to justify or rationalize what the terrorists have
done to his family so that somehow his pain is alleviated (p. 17).
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Examples of Carlos exerting his power to influence others’ judgement and
feeling have already been shown in the previous analysis explaining Carlos’
intelligence characteristic. However, there is an additional occasion in which
Carlos demonstrates power motive that will be discussed in this section, and that
occasion is during Carlos’ visit to Viscos bar. During the conversation with the
bar patrons, he takes delight in showing off his knowledge and having the patrons
listening to his stories with envy.
She was praying that they (the villagers) would all leave early, but the
stranger seemed particularly inspired, recounting story after story, which
his listeners lapped up, with the interest and the hateful respect – or, rather,
craven submissiveness – that country people show in the presence of those
who come from the big cities, judging them to be more cultivated,
educated, intelligent, and modern. ...The stranger, however, seemed
determined to show that his culture was worth more than all the labours of
the men and women in the bar. (pp. 35-36)
His being delighted at being considered important and knowledgeable is to be
understood as Carlos way of regaining his sense of control. By cultivating a sense
of self worth, Carlos’ sense of control is empowered.
As Fersch (1971) points it out, people with power motives tend to take risk
in performing an action and are indifferent to what the result might be. This
behaviour finds its explanations in that people who feel powerless have nothing to
lose and thus their tendency to take risk are greater than others who still have a
sense of power (as cited in McClelland, 1985, p. 288). Only after accomplishing
actions considered risky is then individuals with power motive get the sense of
security and are enabled to see pass their own concerns. In the novel The Devil
and Miss Prym, the tendency to take risk is evident in Carlos’ going out to Viscos
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and trying to play with the villagers’ mind and emotion. After losing both his
family and his beliefs, Carlos feels that he has nothing more to lose. Though he is
aware of the possibility that the villagers of Viscos may kill him, he still continues
with his plan. It does not matter to him whether his plan succeeds or not, what
matters most is that he acquires the sense of control arising from committing the
action.
In fact, Carlos has already known the falsity of his idea. He does not really
believe that humans are inherently evil.
“He had taken care of every detail, except one: he had never thought his plan
would work. He had been sure that when the moment came to choose, a
simple “no” would change the story; at least one person would refuse to take
part, and that person would be enough to prove that not everything was lost.
... the terrorist would not truly have known the evil they were doing, there
could be forgiveness, and his day of suffering would be but a sad memory
that he could learn to live with and he could perhaps even seek happiness
again.” (p. 184)
Additionally, as Chantal herself points it out, if he really believes that humans are
inherently evil, he will not go to Viscos to test out his idea (p. 81). From previous
excerpts of the novel, it is understood that Carlos cannot yet accept forgiveness as
the solution to his anxiety. Carlos’ pain is stronger than he is, or, in other word,
stronger than he considers himself to be. He needs first to regain his sense of
control back, before consciously deciding a course of action.
From these explanations, it is clear that Carlos behaviour of coming to
Viscos and manipulate the villagers there is to regain back his sense of personal
control. Despite the failure of his plan, he obtains the new understanding that will
help him to continue with his life. Carlos finally understands that it is all a matter
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of choice, that humans have the capacity to choose to be either good or evil. This
understanding comes once he exerts his power to influence others and finally
realizes that he has choices to make.
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CHAPTER 5
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS
This chapter includes two parts, namely conclusions and suggestions. The
conclusions explain the findings of the study. The suggestions contain two
sections. The first section is the suggestion for future researchers of the literary
work. The second is the suggestion to the use of literary works, especially Paulo
Coelho’s The Devil and Miss Prym, in English teaching learning process.
5.1 Conclusions
After analyzing the novel, the researcher comes to the conclusions or the
answers the problems formulated in this thesis. The first is the description on
Carlos’ character in Paulo Coelho’s The Devil and Miss Prym. According to the
role the characters serve in the story, Carlos is one of the major characters. He is
one of the most essential characters in the story. He has the fullest attention
because the most conflicts of the story are provided by him from the beginning up
to the end of the story. Because of the most conflicts that are provided by Carlos,
so it can be concluded that he is the antagonist character. Carlos is also a major
character based on the frequency of appearance in the novel. It is proved by that
almost in most pages of the novel talks about Carlos. Carlos is also regarded as a
round or a dynamic character. He tends to grow, develop and change. In his life,
Carlos has many problems and experiences which finally change his life. He has
developed from the beginning until the end of the story.

45
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There is a characterization based on the Carlos’ past life. Carlos has a
good past life. He is a virtuous man. Before his family is murdered by terrorists,
his life is almost perfect. He lives happily with his wife and two daughters. Carlos
never breaks the law that has already existed and always pays the tax regularly.
Besides, he is also a religious man and believes in God.
There are some characterizations based on Carlos’ present life. Carlos is
about 52 years old. He is an anxious man who is seeking for the answers of his
questions. After his family is murdered by terrorists, he becomes anxious. He is
doubtful of God’s power. He is also an intelligent and generous man since he
always uses his intelligence when manipulating the villagers of Viscos. Besides,
he also uses the eleven gold bars for the rewards and does not feel afraid to lose
them.
The second is the understanding Carlos’ behavior. Carlos’ behavior is
influenced by his motivations. It can be inferred that there are two kinds of
motivations are found in the analysis of this novel. They are Carlos’ avoidance
motivation which is related to Carlos’ behavior of wandering away and Carlos’
power motivation which is related to Carlos’ behavior in manipulating Viscos.
Carlos’ avoidance motivation is related to Carlos’ behavior of wandering
away. Carlos’ motivation to wander away is to be understood as his way to distance
himself from the pain of losing what he considers important. He needs to be with the
anxious others to learn how to cope with his own anxieties, and continues his life.
This drives him to wander away and to seek solace among individuals with anxieties
so that he can once again have hope.
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Carlos’ power motivation is related to Carlos’ behavior in manipulating
Viscos. Carlos’ behaviour of coming to Viscos and manipulate the villagers there
is to regain back his sense of personal control. Despite the failure of his plan, he
obtains the new understanding that will help him to continue with his life. Carlos
finally understands that it is all a matter of choice, that humans have the capacity
to choose to be either good or evil. This understanding comes once he exerts his
power to influence others and finally realizes that he has choice.
5.2. Suggestions
In this part there are two suggestions that the researcher would like to
contribute in accordance with this thesis. The first is the suggestion for the future
researchers and the second is suggestion for teaching implementation.
5.2.1. Suggestions for Future Researchers
The novel The Devil and Miss Prym by Paulo Coelho is an interesting novel
to read. There are a lot of aspects that future researchers can analyze from this novel.
The story in the novel gives readers messages about motivation, human relationship,
loyalty, and love.
As this study uses psychological approach to analyze the description of
Carlos’ characters and his motivations in seeking for the truth, future researchers can
use another approach to analyze other aspects of the novel. The story of the novel
itself is influenced by Paulo Coelho’s life. Hence, the researcher suggests the future
researchers to analyze the relation of the writer’s personal life to the story of the novel
by using the biographical approach.
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Another interesting aspect in this novel is about the personal development of
Carlos, so the future researcher can analyze it by using psychological approach.
5.2.2. Suggestions for English Teachers
Literary works such as novel, dramas and short stories portray human life
experiences. Literary works are not only to gain pleasure or spend leisure time.
Through literary works, we can enrich our knowledge about human life and improve
the English skills. Thus, a literary works can be used as the material source of
teaching-learning activities. In the implementation of teaching-learning activities, the
researcher focuses on reading.
Reading is one of language skills that students have to master. The students
should have some experiences reading activities to broaden their knowledge of the
language. A material can gives stimulus to the students to participate the activities
actively. Therefore, the reading material should be interesting to the students.
A story about the coming of Carlos in Viscos will be used as the reading
passage. The reading passage will be the situation where Carlos comes to Viscos
and Bertha sees his coming. According to Paulston and Bruder (1976, p. 164)
intensive reading technique focuses students’ attention through instruction on the
linguistic features which enable them to decode the message. The intensive
reading technique will be used as the main technique in this suggestion. The
teaching procedures will be:
1.

The lecturer gives some clues or questions to stimulate students’
curiosity about the material.

2.

The lecturer distributes the text to the students.
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3.

The students read the text.

4.

The students are divided into several groups.

5.

The students work on the true or false section and answer the
comprehension questions in groups.

6.

The lecturer asks each group to answer the questions.

7.

The lecturer and students discuss the answer.

8.

The lecturer asks some students to tell the main of the text.

9.

The lecturer asks students to find out the meaning of some unfamiliar
words taken from the text and to make some sentences using those
words.

10. The lecturer and students discuss the meaning of the unfamiliar words
and the sentences.
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APPENDIX A
THE SUMMARY OF THE DEVIL AND MISS PRYM
The story begins when the old Bertha is waiting for the devil which will
come to her birthplace, Viscos, as her husband has predicted. Viscos is a peaceful
remote place. Then one day, she sees a stranger comes to Viscos. He plans to stay
for a week in the only one hotel there. He uses the name of a popular terrorist
from previous century, Carlos. Carlos comes to Viscos with eleven bars of gold,
then, burying them close to the mountain. After he buries the gold, he meets a
young woman, named Chantal, on the way back. Carlos shows the gold to Chantal
and promises that it will belong to her if the villagers of Viscos commit to murder
one of their own. Then, Chantal also will get a bar of gold for her willingness in
helping Carlos. However, Carlos’ goal in doing this is only to know whether
human being is inherently good or evil. His wife and two daughters have been
killed by a group of terrorist. He is so distressed after his family’s death and feels
that he has been betrayed by his own belief. That is why, he travels to the four
corners of the earth and finally, arrives in Viscos. He comes to Viscos and tempts
the villagers to murder one of their own. Carlos wants to know what decision that
the villagers of Viscos will take if the will get ten bars of gold by killing
somebody else. To realize his plan, Carlos tries to control Chantal’s mind and
emotion in order to help him.
Some days later, Chantal helps Carlos by willing to tell the villagers what
Carlos’s wants. She thinks that the villagers will throw him away from Viscos
52
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after knowing what Carlos’ wants. Yet, she is wrong, the villagers think about it
seriously and think those gold will be able to support their village for some next
years. Chantal is confused about this situation and wants to save her village.
Meanwhile, the villagers are busy in choosing who is suitable to be sacrificed.
Then, they decide to sacrifice the old Bertha since she has already been old and
the villagers consider her as a witch.
In short, before the villagers execute the old Bertha, Chantal comes and
proves what all the villagers do is useless and stupid. She persuades them to
realize that the gold cannot bring any happiness for them. She explains that there
is no circumstances murder is justified. From this moment, Chantal also answers
Carlos’ question. She proves that there is no human being who is good or evil. It
is all about control and choice.
In the end, Viscos has been back to the peaceful situation. The villagers
feel happy since they get ten bars of gold from Carlos. Chantal also gets her
reward for her struggling to save her village. Besides, Carlos obtains the new
understanding that will help him to continue his life. He understands that it is all a
mater of choice, that humans have the capacity to choose to be either good or evil.
Carlos finally realizes that he has a choice to make.
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APPENDIX B
BIOGRAPHY OF PAULO COELHO
Paulo Coelho was born in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. He attended a Jesuit
school. As a teenager, Coelho wanted to become a writer. Upon telling his mother
this, she responded with "My dear, your father is an engineer. He's a logical,
reasonable man with a very clear vision of the world. Do you actually know what
it means to be a writer?" At his parents' wishes, Coelho enrolled in law school and
abandoned his dream of becoming a writer. One year later, he dropped out and
lived life as a hippie, traveling through South America, North Africa, Mexico, and
Europe and becoming immersed in the drug culture of the 1960s. Upon his return
to Brazil, Coelho worked as a songwriter, composing lyrics for Elis Regina, Rita
Lee, and Brazilian icon Raul Seixas. Composing with Raul led to Paulo being
associated with satanism and occultism, due to the content of some songs. In
1974, Coelho was arrested for "subversive" activities by the ruling military
government, who had taken power ten years earlier and viewed his lyrics as leftwing and dangerous. Coelho also worked as an actor, journalist, and theatre
director before pursuing his writing career.
Writing Career
In 1982 Coelho published his first book, Hell Archives, which failed to
make any kind of impact. In 1986 he contributed to the Practical Manual of
Vampirism, although he later tried to take it off the shelves since he considered it
“of bad quality." After making the pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela in 1986,
Coelho wrote The Pilgrimage. The following year, Coelho wrote The Alchemist
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and published it through a small Brazilian publishing house who made an initial
print run of 900 copies and decided not to reprint. He subsequently found a bigger
publishing house, and with the publication of his next book Brida, The Alchemist
became a Brazilian bestseller. The Alchemist has gone on to sell more than 65
million copies, becoming one of the best-selling books in history, and has been
translated into more than 70 languages, the 71st being Maltese, winning the
Guinness World Record for most translated book by a living author.
Since the publication of The Alchemist, Coelho has generally written one
novel every two years including By the River Piedra I Sat Down and Wept, The
Fifth Mountain, Veronika Decides to Die, The Devil and Miss Prym, Eleven
Minutes, Like the Flowing River, The Valkyries and The Witch of Portobello. This
dates back to The Pilgrimage; while trying to overcome his procrastination of
launching his writing career, Coelho said "If I see a white feather today, that is a
sign that God is giving me that I have to write a new book." Coelho found a white
feather in the window of a shop, and began writing that day.
In total, Coelho has published 29 books. Two of them – The Pilgrimage
and The Valkyries – are autobiographical, while the majority of the rest are
fictional, although rooted in his life experiences. Others, like Maktub and The
Manual of the Warrior of Light, are collections of essays, newspaper columns, or
selected teachings. In total, Coelho has sold more than 100 million books in over
150 countries worldwide, and his works have been translated into 67 languages.
He is the all-time bestselling Portuguese language author.
(Taken from: http://www.paulocoelho.com/en/institute.php, retrieved on December 6, 2012)
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APPENDIX C

LESSON PLAN
Subject

: Basic Reading I

Topic

: Fear

Semester

: 1st

Time Allocation

: 2 x 50 minutes

I. General Instructional Objectives
The students are able to comprehend a literary work.
II. Specific Instructional Objectives
At the end of the lesson, the students are able to:
1. Answer the questions related to the text.
2. Define unfamiliar words taken from the text and apply it into sentences.
3. Learn an important value from the text.
4. Identify the main idea of a literary work.
III. Teaching Learning Activities
No.

Activities

Time
Allocation

1.

Pre-Activity

15 min
Lecturer

Students

 Lecturer greets the class.

Students respond to lecturer’s
greeting.
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 Lecturer informs the students
the materials that are going to

Students listen to lecturer’s

5 min

explanations.

be learned.
 Lecturer asks the students some

Students respond the

5 min

questions related to the material. lecturer’s questions.
Character expected to be learned:
Respectful
2.

Main Activity

60 min
Lecturer

 Lecturer distributes the text
“Berta’s Fear”.
 Lecturer asks the students to

Students
Students receive and read

15 min

the handout.
Students decide the

decide whether the statements are

statements and answer the

true or false and answer the

comprehension question in

comprehension questions in

groups.

15 min

groups.
 Lecturer leads the discussion to

Students discuss to their

check the answer of True or False

work in True or False

section and the comprehension

section and the

questions together with the

comprehension questions

students.

together with the lecturer.

 Lecturer chooses some of students
randomly and asks them to tell the

Some students who are
chosen randomly tell the

8 min

5 min
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main idea of the text.

main idea of the text.

 Lecturer asks the students to define Students define some
some unfamiliar words and make

unfamiliar words and

some sentences from those words.

make some sentences.

 Lecturer leads the discussion to

Students discuss some

define unfamiliar words together

unfamiliar word and their

with students

sentences with the lecturer.

12 min

5 min

Character expected to be learned:

3.

- Trustworthy

- Respectful

- Responsible

- Teamwork

Post Activity

15 min
Lecturer

Students

 Lecturer asks the class to mention

Students mention the

things that they have just learned.

things they have just

4 min

learned.

 Lecturer reviews and concludes the Students listen to
learned materials.
 Lecturer concludes the class.

lecturer’s explanation.
Students fare the lecturer
well.

Character expected to be learned:
Respectful

8 min

3 min
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Material and Media
-

A chapter taken from The Devil and Miss Prym

-

Worksheet and dictionary

Source
Coelho, P. (2000). The Devil and Miss Prym. Hammersmith, London: Harper
Collins Publisher.
Evaluation
The evaluation is based on three exercises, written and oral.
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APPENDIX D
TEACHING MATERIAL
Pre-reading questions
1. In your opinion, what is fear?
2. How do you usually show your fear? Explain!
I. Decide whether the statements below are true or false!
1. Bertha was accompanied by the Devil. ( T / F )
2. The stranger wore the clothes appropriately. ( T / F )
3. Bertha went and warned the villagers about the coming of the devil. ( T / F )
4. The villagers believed that a clap of thunder could be interpreted as the voice
of an angry God. ( T / F )
5. Bertha could not save her village since she was too old. ( T / F )
II. Answer the questions below!
1. What are Bertha’s characteristics depicted in the story?
2. Why does Bertha only sit outside her front door during fifteen years?
3. How is the stranger’s appearance when coming to Viscos?
4. Why does Bertha feel afraid of the coming of the stranger?
5. How does Bertha show her fear?
III. Find the meaning of these words below using dictionary!
Shabby
Steep hill

60

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

61
Unshaven
Vain
Insane
Fickle
Coincidence
Pilgrim

IV. Write sentences using the words below!
1. Shabby

:

2. Steep hill

:

3. Unshaven

:

4. Vain

:

5. Insane

:

6. Fickle

:

7. Coincidence

:

8. Pilgrim

:
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APPENDIX E
READING TEXT

Berta’s Fear
For almost fifteen years, old Berta had spent every day sitting outside her
front door. The people of Viscos knew that this was normal behaviour amongst
old people: they sit dreaming of the past and of their youth; they look out at a
world in which they no longer play a part and try to find something to talk to the
neighbours about.
Berta, however, had a reason for being there. And that morning her
waiting came to an end when she saw the stranger climbing the steep hill up to the
village, heading for its one hotel. He did not look as she had so often imagined he
would: his clothes were shabby, he wore his hair unfashionably long, he was
unshaven. And he was accompanied by the Devil.
'My husband's right,' she said to herself. 'If I hadn't been here, no one
would have noticed.'
She was hopeless at telling people's ages and put the man's somewhere
between forty and fifty. 'A youngster,' she thought, using a scale of values that
only old people understand. She wondered how lone he would be staying. But just
stay one night before moving on to a fate about which she knew nothing and cared
even less.
Even so, all the years she had spent sitting by her front door waiting for his
arrival had not been in vain, because they had taught her the beauty of the
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mountains, something she had never really noticed before, simply because she had
been born in that place and had always tended to take the landscape for granted.
As expected, the stranger went into the hotel. Berta wondered if she should
go and warn the priest about this undesirable visitor, but she knew he wouldn't
listen to her, dismissing the matter as the kind of thing old people like to worry
about.
So now she just had to wait and see what happened. It doesn't take a devil
much time

to bring about destruction; they are like storms,hurricanes or

avalanches, which, in a few short hours, can destroy trees planted two hundred
years before. Suddenly, Berta realised that the mere fact that Evil had just arrived
in Viscos did not change anything: devils come and go all the time without
necessarily affecting anything by their presence. They are constantly abroad in the
world, some times simply to find out what's going on, at others to put some soul
or other to the test. But they are fickle creatures, and there is no logic in their
choice of target,
being drawn merely by the pleasure of a battle worth anyone for more than a day,
let alone someone as important and busy as a messenger from the dark.
She tried to turn her mind to something else, but she couldn't get the image
of the stranger out of her head. The sky, which had been clear and bright up until
then, suddenly clouded over.
'That's normal, it always happens at this time of year,' she thought. It was
simply a coincidence and had nothing to do with the stranger's arrival.

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

64
Then, in the distance, she heard a clap of thunder, followed by another
three. On the one hand, this simply meant that rain was on the way; on the other,
if the old superstitions of the village were to be believed, the sound could be
interpreted as the voice of an angry God, protesting that mankind had grown
indifferent to His presence.
'Perhaps I should do something. After all, what I was waiting for has
finally happened.' She sat for a few minutes, paying close attention to everything
going on around her; the clouds had continued to gather above the village, but she
heard no other sounds. As a good ex-Catholic, she put no store by traditions and
superstitions, especially those of Viscos, which had their roots in the ancient
Celtic civilisation that once existed in the place.
'A thunderclap is an entirely natural phenomenon. If God wanted to talk to
man, he wouldn't use such roundabout methods.'
This time, Berta got to her feet, picked up her chair and went into her
house before the rain started; but this time she felt her heart contract with an
indefinable fear.
'What should I do?'
Again she wished that the stranger would simply leave at once; she was
too old to help herself or her village, far less assist Almighty God, who, if He
needed any help, would surely have chosen someone younger. This was all just
some insane dream; her husband clearly had nothing better to do than to invent
ways of helping her pass the time.
But of one thing she was sure, she had seen the Devil.
In the flesh and dressed as a pilgrim.
(Taken from: The Devil & Miss Prym, 2000, pp. 1-4)

