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Superwoman
Everywhere I'm turning
Nothing seems complete
I stand up and I'm searching
For the better part of me
I hang my head from sorrow
At the state of humanity
I wear it on my shoulders
Gotta find the strength in me
‘Cause I am a Superwoman
Yes I am (yes she is)
‘Cause even when I'm a mess
I still put on a vest
With an S on my chest
Oh yes I'm a Superwoman
For all the mothers fighting
For better days to come
And all my women, all my women sitting here trying
To come home before the sun
And all my sisters coming together
Say yes I will, yes I can
When I'm breaking down
And I can't be found
As I start to get weak
Cause no one knows
Me underneath these clothes
But I can fly, we can fly
( By Alicia Keys)

To my superwoman in my life, my mom,
and all my knights in the shining armor.
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ABSTRACT
Aryanti, Fransisca Dita. 2008. A Study on True Love and Faithfulness as Seen in
Sylvia Nasar’s A Beautiful Mind. Yogyakarta: English Language Education Study
Program. Department of Language and Arts Education. Faculty of Teachers Training
and Education. Sanata Dharma University.

This study analyzes a novel written by Sylvia Nasar in 1998 entitled A
Beautiful Mind. The foremost analysis is about the true love and faithfulness
experienced by Alicia to her life-partner, John Nash. This topic is fascinating to
discuss since it depicts Alicia’s deep struggle and love devotion in facing a massive
mental illness called, schizophrenia within the marriage life.
In order to achieve the aim, this study deals with two discussions. First, it is
about the portrayal of Alicia and John Nash. Second, it deals with how Alicia’s
faithfulness is exercised within the true love of her marriage. The second discussion
consists of two sections: the motives triggering the love feelings experienced by
Alicia and John and the significance of their love.
The theories of character and characterization are used to answer the first
problem formulation. The theory of psychology, namely, theory of motivation,
theory of love and marriage are applied to figure out the answer to second problem of
this study. Furthermore, psychological approach is used to discuss the characters’
thoughts, their motivation, and personality.
The findings reveal that John Nash is an introverted, indifferent, arrogance,
eccentric, irresponsible, ambitious, and brilliant mathematician. Within his 30 years
illness, his bad personality keeps on getting worse. But soon after he recovers, he
changes into an attentive and patient husband as well as more responsible to his
family. Meanwhile, Alicia is described as a charming, beautiful and intelligent
woman. She is also determined and thoughtful within her deeds. Towards her
husband, she becomes a loyal, faithful, patient and tough wife. Things triggering
their love are their physical attractiveness, the similarities of the family background,
idea and the basic needs which lead them to the marriage. Then, the significance of
their love happens during the struggle of schizophrenia attack resulting to the divorce
and finally the reconciliation. The existence of their son and power of true love have
united them again.
It is also suggested that future researchers conduct the research emphasizing
on the love theme based on the personality developments of the major characters and
the feminism aspect of this novel. Additionally, it is recommended that the novel be
used to teach Public Speaking 1 class for fourth semester students of English
Language Education Study Program.
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ABSTRAK
Aryanti, Fransisca Dita. 2008. A Study on True Love and Faithfulness as Seen in
Sylvia Nasar’s A Beautiful Mind. Yogyakarta: Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa
Inggris. Departemen Pendidikan Bahasa dan Seni. Fakultas Keguruan dan Ilmu
Pendidikan. Universitas Sanata Dharma.

Studi ini menganalisis sebuah novel yang ditulis oleh Sylvia Nasar pada
tahun 1998 berjudul A Beautiful Mind. Analisis utama novel ini membahas
mengenai cinta sejati dan kesetiaan yang dialami oleh Alicia Nash kepada teman
hidupnya, John Nash. Topik ini menarik untuk dibahas karena hal ini
mengungkapkan perjuangan mendalam dan pengabdian cinta dalam menghadapi
penyakit mental mematikan yang bernama skizofrenia di kehidupan perkawinan.
Untuk mencapai tujuannya, studi ini mencakup dua pembahasan. Pertama
mengenai penokohan Alicia dan John Nash. Kedua berhubungan dengan bagaimana
kesetiaan Alicia teruji oleh cinta sejati dalam perkawinannya. Pembahasan kedua ini
terdiri dari dua bagian yaitu motivasi yang menggerakkan perasaan cinta Alicia dan
Nash, serta tentang arti cinta mereka.
Teori mengenai tokoh dan penokohan digunakan untuk menjawab rumusan
masalah utama. Teori psikologi yang bernama teori motivasi, teori cinta dan
pernikahan juga diaplikasikan untuk menemukan jawaban dari rumusan masalah
kedua. Lebih lanjut, pendekatan psikologi digunakan karena studi ini mendiskusikan
tentang, pemikiran para tokoh, motivasi, dan kepribadian yang kesemuanya terdapat
pada psikologi umat manusia.
Hasil dari analisa menunjukkan bahwa John Nash adalah seorang ahli
matematika yang cemerlang dan ambisius namun tertutup, angkuh, eksentrik, tidak
peduli dan tidak bertanggungjawab. Sepanjang 30 tahun menghadapi kesakitannya,
kepribadian Nash bertambah semakin buruk. Namun segera setelah dia sembuh, dia
berubah menjadi sosok suami yang penuh perhatian, sabar dan juga
bertanggungjawab kepada keluarganya, Sementara, Alicia digambarkan sebagai
wanita yang cantik, menarik, dan cerdas. Dia juga bertekad besar dan penuh
pemikiran dalam tindakannya. Terhadap suaminya, dia menjadi istri yang kuat,
sabar, dan setia, Hal hal yang mendorong cinta mereka adalah ketertarikan fisik,
kesamaan dari latar belakang keluarga, cita-cita, dan kebutuhan dasar hidup yang
membawa mereka menuju pernikahan. Kemudian, arti penting dari cinta mereka
terjadi dalam perjuangan melawan serangan skizofrenia yang menyebabkan
perceraian dan berakhir dengan rekonsiliasi. Keberadaan putra dan kekuatan cinta
mereka telah menyatukan kembali cinta sejati Alicia dan John Nash.
Disarankan disini kepada para peneliti yang akan datang untuk mengadakan
penelitian dengan penekanan tema tentang cinta yang berdasarkan
pada
perkembangan kepribadian dari tokoh-tokoh utama dan aspek feminism. Sebagai
tambahan, novel ini juga direkomendasikan untuk mengajar mata kuliah Public
Speaking 1 bagi mahasiswa Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris semester empat.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

This chapter comprises five sections. They are Background of the Study,
Objectives of the Study, Problem Formulation, Benefits of the Study and Definition
of Terms. Firstly, Background of the Study explains the importance of analyzing the
topic for literary work, some issues underlying the study and my personal reasons for
choosing the topic. Second ly, the Objectives of the Study present the aims of the
study. Thirdly, the Problem Formulation reveals some problems in the study in a
form of questions in which these problems will guide me in the analysis. The fourth
is the Benefits of the Study that explain the advantages the readers may achieve from
this thesis. At last, the Definition of Terms covers the meaning of the significance
terms used in this study in order to avoid misunderstanding and misinterpreting.

A. Background of the Study

One way to perceive, understand and witness someone’s idea and experiences
is through reading literature works. As stated by Welleck and Waren (1956: 103),
literature is addressed to society in which readers may learn what happens in society,
values of society and moral values of certain behavior which are explored. Hence,
the purpose of literature is not only for entertaining but also for seeing, feeling and
understanding life as well as human and nature phenomena.
In this respect, love can be one thing which makes human phenomena
namely birth and death, different from other creatures in this world. Within all of

1
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literary works suc h as novels, dramas, prose and poems, love would be obviously
revealed as the most prominent topic that everyone likes to enjoy. Love, particularly,
between different sexual poles: man and woman is celebrated in a ceremony of
marriage. In marriage, people are beginning their family life to live as a husband and
a wife. Though married couples always hope that their marriage will be happy
forever, it seems that many problems will always occur. In accordance with this
problem, this novel illustrates how to deal with problems in marriage life which also
undergoes a variety of events and happenings struck by mental illness.
In this thesis, I try to analyze Sylvia Nasar’s A Beautiful Mind. The novel
tells us about the biography of John Forbes Nash, a mastermind mathematician, who
invents the non-cooperative game theory called “The Nash Equilibrium” and has
contributed plenty of knowledge to the world of mathematics and economics, but
then has to undergo from a mental disease called schizophrenia. I regard this
biographical novel as one of the literary works because it conveys people’s story in
live and several values happened in society. In creating this novel, Nasar reveals
many explanations about Nash. She does not tell the readers only about Nash’s
disease but also about his education, his marriage life, the support he gets from
relatives and friends, and many others. Therefore, in this thesis, I focus in analyzing
the relation between John Nash and her wife, Alicia Nash in her marriage life despite
analyzing the main topic of this novel, which is the mental illness.
One important reason why I choose this novel in this study is rooted in its
fascinating content. It is such an extra-ordinary thing to witness a brilliant
mathematics undergoing a massive schizophrenia. Through the story, we can see that
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John Nash is gifted not only his multi-talent but also huge life experiences dealing
with his mental illness until he gets the Nobel Prize. Anyhow, I would like to prove
that Nash’s recovery is not because of miracle. I suppose that he is recovered because
of his surrounding including his wife’s love and devotion, relatives and friends’
support, and also the assist from the hospital and his psychiatry.
Furthermore, I want to show Alicia’s faithfulness to her life-partner, John
Nash, in facing John’s disease during their marriage life since it is not easy to stay
and settle together with someone who suffers with the mental illness. The love
between Alicia and John is going uneasy considering that they also have divorce in
the middle of their marriage life. Nevertheless, they re- marry again at the end,
realizing that the y are still in love each other. The power of love has conquered all
the boundaries. Additionally, I also want to prove that true love does exist in their
marriage love. In other words, how they try to establish and persist their being ‘soulmates’ means that they belong together and they are meant to be one not only two.

B. Objectives of the Study
The aim of the study is to show how somebody’s faithfulness to his or her
life-partner is triggered by his or her true love as seen Alicia Larde Nash, one of the
major characters in Sylvia Nasar’s A Beautiful Mind. The discussion is focused on
the traits and love relationship between a husband and wife from the time when love
starts to emerge between them, separate them, until the time when love unites them
again.
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C. Problem Formulation
The problems of the study are formulated as follows:
1. How are Alicia and John Nash portrayed in the novel?
2. How Alicia’s faithfulness is exercised within the true love of her marriage
with John Nash?
a. What triggers the feeling of love between Alicia and John Nash?
b. What is the significance of love for Alicia and John Nash?

D. Benefits of the Study
There are several advantages that I want to gain from the result of the study.
The first advantage is addressed to the students of English Education study program.
They can take the advantage from this study, as it can be their references to the
teaching and learning material. Moreover, they can develop their understanding
about characterization in the novel. Meanwhile, for the readers or literary works,
hopefully by reading this thesis, they can have more appreciation and interest on
literature.
Since the study of this thesis deals with love in dynamic ways, the novel can
be also analyzed from different points of view. For other researchers who are
conducting a study of the same novel, it serves as a reference for their research.

E. Definition of Terms
Two terms will be used in this thesis. Therefore, the terms need to be defined
in order to avoid ambiguities of the meaning of the terms and to provide clear
explanations.
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1. True Love
True love is more than a strong liking or strong affection passion to
somebody (http://www.explorelove.co.uk/love_definition.htm., accessed
on November 20, 2006). It is trust and belief, flavored with romance and
passion and intimacy, tempered with time experience and wisdom, and
left to stew, aged well with time to taste of a fine bouquet that never runs
dry. Hence, true love is priceless, yet given freely, the one thing that
maybe so difficult to find and it is delicious beyond anything else.
In this thesis, I define “true love” as it is stated in the apostle Paul’s
first epistle to the Corinthians, chapter 13, verses 4-7 that love is patient
and kind; it is not jealous or conceited or proud; love is not arrogance or
rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it
does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoice in the right. Love never gives up; it
bears all things; believes all things; hopes all things; endures all things.
2. Faithfulness
Faithfulness is defined as a devotion, loyalty, allegiance, constancy,
and steadfastness to a person. By faithfulness, we are collected and
wound

up

into

unity

within

ourselves,

and

within

our

live

(http://www.answers.com/topic/faithfulness., accessed on November 20,
2006).
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CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

This chapter discusses the theories that underline the study. There are the
theoretical review and the theoretical framework.

A. Theoretical Review
This section presents related theories that support this study. Five areas of
inquiry will be presented, namely the Theory of Literature-that consists of Theory of
Character and Theory of Characterization, Theory of Critical Approaches, the
Theory of Psychology-that consists of Theories of Psychology of Character and
Motivation, and the last is Theory of Love and Marriage.

1.

Theory of Literature
Theory of literature functions to specify and strengthen the base of the

terms used from the literature point of view. Two sub-theories are included in this
theory, namely the Theory of Character and Theory of Characterization.

a. Theory of Character
In this study, the theory of character is used to identify the main characters in
the novel. Hence, it is essential to have the definition of character which takes many
different kinds of type.

6
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1) Definition
Character is one of the elements in fiction that make up the novel. Its
presence is significant in contributing actions which create dynamicity and conflicts
of the story. But it is important to note that a character may refer to two different but
basic associations. According to Holman and Harmon (1986; 81), there are two
definitions of characters; first is the presence of creatures that are described as human
beings and the second is a term including the concept of a moral frame of human the
traits.
Henkle (1977: 88-100) divides the term character into two, they are major
character and secondary or minor character, in order to distinguish between those of
prominence in the novel. The major character deserves our fullest attention of the
novel. Besides it performs the key structural function in the novel, meaning that we
build our expectations and desires, which in modification shift our values upon the
major character. Hence the effectiveness of most novels depends upon the ability of
the major character to express and dramatize the human issues of the book. On the
other hand, the secondary character performs more limited functions, less complex
than the major character, and presents what is only one side of the experience. The
secondary character functions as a foil to support the major character.

2) Kinds of Characters
In A Glossary of Literary Terms, Abrams (1981: 20-21) states that a character
is categorized into two kinds as follows:
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a) Flat Character
Character which is built around a single idea or quality and presented without
much individualizing detail, and therefore can be fairly adequately described in a
single phrase or sentence.

b) Round Character
Character which is complex in temperament and it is represented with
delicate particularity. This type of character is as difficult to describe with any
adequacy as a person in real life.

b. Theory of Characterization
The theory of characterization offers some useful ways to identify main
characters’ trait s. The definitions of characterizations given by different experts are
served to reveal the clearer ideas of characterization.

1) Definition
Rohrberger and Woods, Jr. (1971: 20) mentioned that characterization is a
process by which an author creates a character. Furthermore, according to Holman
and Harmon (1986: 81), characterization is the creation of imaginary persons thus to
be natural so that the readers can feel their existence.

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

9

2) Methods of Characterization
Murphy (1972: 161-171) classifies some ways that are used by the author to
introduce the characters in the novel such as: personal description, characters as seen
by another, speech, past life, conversation of others, reactions, direct comment,
thoughts, and behavior/mannerism.

a) Personal Description
An author may describe a character through his appearance. The author
describes characters through their physical outlook. He describes whether the
character is handsome, bad- looking, thin, fat, tall or short. The author may also
describe a person’s clothes, what the character wears, whether he or she wears a
beautiful expensive gown or torn dirty dress which shows his or her economic status.
Concisely, the author describes characters through visible appearance.

b) Characters as Seen by Others
An author may use other characters’ eyes and opinions to describe a
character. Through other characters’ judgment toward the other characters, the reader
would be able to know the characteristics of a character.

c) Speech
An author can also describe the characteristics of a character through the
way the character speaks to other characters. What a character says to other
characters can give the reader an insight of one’s characteristics in a story.
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d) Past Life
An author may also use the past life of one character to reveal his
characteristics. One’s character past life would enable the readers to know a person’s
characteristics whether he or she was good or bad in the past. The past events can be
clues in analyzing the development of characters.

e) Conversation of Others
Conversation of others means the author uses the conversation of other
people about a character to know the characteristics of one character. Meaning to
say, it is about what people said concerning to the character.

f) Reactions
An author can also let the readers know how a person reacts to various
situations and different events to reveal one’s characteristics. Reactions here mean
how a character faces various situations and events. A character can express his/her
emotion through different reactions

g) Direct Comment
An author may portray a character by directly giving comments on a
person’s characteristics. The author speaks about a character in a story and gives
the reader such a straightforward description in order to find out information
about the character does the characterization.
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h) Thoughts
The author might give readers direct knowledge and description based
on the character’s mind and of what person is thinking about. Here, the
author leads us to analyze the mental process of the character. The reader is
in a privileged position; he has a secret listening device plugged into the
deepest thoughts of a person in a novel.

i) Behavior/Mannerism
The author can describe a person’s mannerisms, habits or idiosyncrasies
which tell us something about his/her character. The habits of the character
are revealed both the positive and negative ones which help us know
something about the character.
Therefore, from those classifications we can understand more about what
Nasar’s meant in describing John and Alicia’s characteristics in the novel.

2. The Theory of Critical Approaches
According to Rohrberger and Woods, Jr. (1971: 6-17), there are several kinds
of approaches in literature as means to enable the readers to understand the process
of shaping a work of literature. Among other approaches, psychological approach is
the best approach to use as a guidance to analyze the main characters’ responses
toward the presence of love and faithfulness. Nevertheless, it is good to know all
kinds of approaches in order to have clearer definitions of psychological approach as
follows:
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a. Formalist Approach
This approach directs the reader in examining a literature work by concerning
on the total integrity of the literary piece. It emphasizes the esthetic values of the
work from the harmonious unity of its intrinsic elements and draws meaning from
the structure (Rohrberger and Woods, Jr. : 1971).

b. Biographical Approach
The biographical approach leads the reader to appreciate the author of the
work for his idea and personality in creating a work of art. The readers can gain their
understanding on the work by learning more about the author’s life and development.

c. Sociocultural-Historical Approach
In this approach, social, cultural and historical aspects play important roles.
They contribute the subject matter of the work. So, the critics and analysis of the
work are determined greatly by those aspects.

d. Mythopoeic Approach
As stated by Rohrberger and Woods, Jr. (1971), that by using this approach,
the particular pattern of human thought or traditional belief becomes basic for
criticizing and analyzing a literature work. It is because those beliefs are significant
in the expression of the author’s writing.
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e. Psychological Approach
This approach invites the readers how to appreciate a literature work from the
mental aspects. It explores human mind as the source of human imagination and
creativity, including its complexity which may lead to a conflict.
In this study, I apply the psychological approach as the guidance to analyze
the characters and problem occurred in the novel. By doing so, each certain
character’s behavior can be referred to the psychology of human being. Moreover,
this approach also involves the theory of psychology to analyze the characters in the
story. Thus, the characters’ thought, motivation, and personality can be analyzed
profoundly.

3.

Theory of Psychology
Theory of psychology purposes to specify and strengthen the base of the

terms used from the psychological point of view. Two sub-theories are included in
this theory, namely the Theory of Psychology of Character and Theory of
Motivation. Theory of psychology of character enables us to understand more about
the nature of a character based on various aspects. Theory of motivation copes with
the basic needs that motivate every individual to do something in his or her life.
Hence, by understanding both theories, the analysis is expected to be reliable.

a. Theory of Psychology of Character
In a book The Psychology of a Character (1951: 5), Allers states that in the
nature of character, one should concentrate on what a person does to appreciate the
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character of that person. In defining a character, we ought to consider not only deeds
in special sense of the term, but also all movements, gestures, expressions, looks,
postures, and lineaments, his behavior in various situations. In short, all factors that
go to make up the general term “conduct”, from the basis of the estimation of
character.
There is indeed strong support for the view that a man’s conduct at any given
moment, his every action, is an expression of the whole man, and that a single
observation should enable us to interpret the man (Allers 6). In order to arrive at
further understanding of a man or his character, we are compelled to observe him
over a long period of time, possibly for his whole lifetime for a complete
understanding. This is mainly due to lack of skill on our own part and to our inability
to figure out what is truly “characteristic” from a single action (Allers 7).
John and Alicia Nash show the nature of their character in the novel through
the things they conduct within their lifetime. Every single action that they do reflects
the kind of character they have.

b. Theory of Motivation.
An important determinant of individual performance is motivation. Maslow
(1943: 7-30) states that motivation is not the only determinant; other variables such
as effort expended, ability, and previous experience also influence performance.
Motivation is the concept we use when we describe the forces acting on or within an
individual to initiate and direct behavior. In addition, we often use the concept of
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motivation to indicate the direction of behavior. When we are tired or sleepy, we
direct our behavior to get some rest or sleep.
Two categories can be used to classify theory of motivation. The content
theory focuses in the factors within the person that energize, direct, sustain, and stop
behavior. These factors attempt to determine the specific needs that motivate people.
The second category includes what are called the process theories. These theories
provide a description and analysis of how behavior is energized, directed, sustained,
and stopped. Based in a book Psychology of Human Behavior (1973: 40), Richard A.
Kalish proposes the crux of Maslow’s needs theory is arranged in a hierarchy. The
lowest leve l needs are the physiological needs and the highest level needs are the
self-actualization needs. These needs are defined to mean the following:

1) Physiological Needs
We cannot dispute the fact that physiological needs are the most basic. When
a person is hungry, cold or thirsty, nothing else in the world matters except food,
clothing, or water. These basic needs also include shelter, relief from pain and the
stimulation needs such as exploration and manipulation. People usually satisfy the
physiological needs in keeping with certain customs, traditions, persona tastes, and
habits.

2) Safety and Security Needs
After the physiological needs are satisfied, people seek for the freedom from
threat and also the security from threatening events or surroundings. All of us feel
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better if, once the body has been fed and watered; we have the place that will protect
us from the elements and the danger around us. Everyone needs to feel safe from
such harm as meeting with physical violence, having things he values taken away, or
losing the care of parents or other protectors. The child whose parents are constantly
arguing and threatening divorce will have unfulfilled safety needs, and his behavior
may be strongly influenced by attempts to assure himself that his parents or some
substitutes will continue to protect him (Kalish 43).

3) Belongingness, Social, and Love Needs
After all, the inside of the body is now well taken care of, and the
environment is reasonably controlled, so it is time for us to bring in another human
being with whom we can associate intimately. People want to have affection from
others, to have companionship, to ward off loneliness, and to be able to satisfy sexual
appetites as well. This set of needs deals with friendship, affiliation, interaction, and
love. In any event, the need for love and belonging is important. An individual
cannot live by himself or herself. He or she tends to have someone else in his or her
life as sweetheart, wife, children, or friends. People with an unsatisfied need for love
or for the feeling of belonging to group may go to great lengths to satisfy this needeven at the cost of their self esteem (Kalish 44).

4) Esteem and Self-Esteem Needs
Needs for esteem gain importance next, after we feel we have been loved and
are acceptable human beings to others. It is high time we want to strive for
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achievement, to demonstrate adequacy, to show the world that we are competent and
that we can be independent and free. This is also the time in our lives when we want
to have the prestige, recognition, and attention for our efforts. Esteem needs interact
with self-esteem needs. That is, our feelings about ourselves depend to a large
measure on how we believe other people, especially people very important to us such
as wife, husband, or parents.

5) Self-Actualization Needs
The last needs on the list are the needs for self-actualization. These are our
desires to become all that we are capable of becoming and to fulfill oneself by
maximizing the use of abilities, skills, and potential. The need to self-actualize
motivates people to grow and to develop their talents. Each individual has a unique
personality. When he is able to satisfy his physiological, safety, love, and esteem
needs adequately, he can attempt to develop his unique personality to the limits that
his capacities allow. Briefly, self-actualization is the total and complete fulfillment of
our inner destiny.
Motivation and needs are concepts, not things. They cannot be seen or heard
and touched; they must be inferred or assumed. Many psychologists believe that all
human behavior is motivated, even if the person is not necessarily aware of his
motives at the time of behavior (Kalish 30). However, people often behave in a
certain way without knowing why-that is, without knowing what their motives are. In
this case the behavior results from unconscious motivation. Many people like to
believe that they always understand their own motives and they never do anything
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without knowing why. As it is stated by. Kalish (1973:31) that the idea of
unconscious motivation implies that they are not in full control of their own
behavior-that forces beyond their willpower are getting them to do something
without their even knowing it. It means that what motives an individual to behave in
a particular way lies hidden in his or her unconsciousness thought. Moreover, Freud
(1925/1958: 8) as cited in Cloninger (2004: 34) supports “What is in your mind is not
identical with what you are conscious of; whether something is going on in your
mind and whether you hear are two different things.”
Furthermore, the study of unconsciousness that drives the motivation is also
proposed by Freud Sigmund, as he is the pioneer of psychoanalysis. Psychoanalysis
is a theory about the personality focusing to the content of thought to understand
one’s behavior. Within this theory, Freud as cited in Cloninger (2004: 31-54)
discusses the major systems of personality; Id, Ego, and Superego; the conscious,
and the unconscious.
According to Freud, the Id is the center of instinctual drives which is present
at birth and is unconscious. Here, the actions based on the Id are basic human instinct
such as instinct of sexuality (life- instinct), aggression (death- instinct), and instant
gratification. The Id can also be said as an inner world that exists before the
individual has experience of the eternal world. The Ego is the executive or the
strategy of the personality. Freud (1993: 262) says that the Ego is the agency which
represents the subject’s identification and mediation with the external reality. In
other words, the Ego has the ability in planning, controlling, reasoning, problem
solving, and understanding reality. Dealing with the Id, the Ego may ensure that the
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Id can be expressed in an acceptable manner of the real world. Then, Superego is part
of personality that depicts the moral standards of the society (Freud 163-164).
Superego functions as morality principle which also consists of the conscience and
the ego ideal. Conscience enrolls the thing that should not be done in a social life,
whereas, the ego ideals in the other way around enrolls the thing that should be done
to obtain proud feelings.
Within an action, the Id, Ego, and Superego someway occur together. For
instance, a man falls in love to a woman. He feels interested to involve more to the
woman even he has a sexual appetite towards the woman he loves. That crushedfeeling and the motivational libido belong to Id. Before the motives can be satisfied,
it is essential to the man express his love by giving some gifts, ask the woman
willingness, exposure his intimate feeling, or get along with her first. This planning
goes into Ego. In addition, there are suggestions to be considered about the status of
the woman whether she is single or taken, having sex after married, and so on. Those
belong to Superego. In brief, the three major personalities should take into account in
the same time. Additionally, among those major personality, Ego is the balance of
rationality. Meaning to say, in accomplishing a perfect action, ego should not only
satisfy the Id but also should not go against the standards of the superego. Therefore,
we need to balance the Id, Ego, and Superego in order to achieve a proper
personality.
Meanwhile, mental life is divided into three levels; the conscious, the
preconscious, and the unconscious. Consciousness is the psychological term
generally used to indicate a state of awareness of self and environment. It is defined
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as those mental elements in awareness at any given point in time. Freud suggests that
much of our behavior is motivated by unconscious influences. Unconsciousness
relates to phenomena that we are unaware of and cannot become aware except under
special circumstances. It is all because unconscious contains all those drives, urges,
or instincts that are beyond our awareness but that nevertheless motivate most of our
words, feelings, and actions. For example, a man may not fully understand all the
reasons for the attraction, some of which may even seem irrational.
This study later on, will apply the theory of motivation along with the majors
of personality and also the mental life by the hope that it can help to analyze the
motives that drive the personality, relationship, and problems occurred in Alicia and
John Nash’s marriage.

4. Theory of Love and Marriage
This theory consists of three sections functioning as the basis to understand more
the relation between Alicia and John Nash. The sections are The Concept of Love,
Theory of Marriage, and The Association of Motivation between Love and Marriage.
These three theories expectantly are beneficial to elicit the analysis of the love trigger
and significance happened in Alicia and John Nash marriage.

a. Concept of Love
Love is always interesting for many people to talk about. Though the word
love itself has an abstract meaning in which there is no direct reference for it, but
people can still feel its presence and its effects on their life. Love can happen in
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many ways and it can emerge uniquely in each individual. For some people, love
may come to them accidentally from the first encounter with others because of
particular reasons, like having an instant interest in one’s physical appearance or
performance. Whereas for some others, love may come during the process of their
interaction with the other in order to fulfill their needs and desires in everyday life. It
usually happens that after knowing each other better, people fall in love each other.
As stated by Hauck (1983: 22) that love was a feeling that we have for people who
did (in the past), are (in the present), or will (in the future) satisfy our deepest desires
and needs.
Hauck (1983: 16-17) also presents various kinds of love such as intimate love
and puppy love. Intimate love has to do with one’s partner, parents, children,
relatives, or close friends. These are the people who affect us in our daily lives and
for whom we are willing to make enormous sacrifices. Puppy love is a powerful
emotion which rises out of the expectations and experiences of one person with
another. The use of the word puppy implies that this love is not a very serious one; it
is cute, but it is not long- lasting, not deep, and is based only on the flimsiest
consideration. And whatever else a person may say about it, the common thinking
has it that puppy love is certainly no t ‘true’ love. Puppy love can be exquisitely deep,
sincere, and just painful when it breaks up as any adult romance.
From the great effects of love, love can have a big power in people’s life.
When someone is falling in love, realizing it or not, he/she will experience some
changes in his or her life. The lover may have more inspirations in creating some
innovations for the improvement of his or her self-potential or skills, more
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motivation in doing the activities, paying more attention to the appearance, and more
careful in the attitudes or behavior. Because of love, life can extremely change into
joyful or tragic as someone’s personality develops or relationship between
individuals becomes deeper or worse. Furthermore, love in some cases can also be
the only one which people can do or have to overcome their problems.
According to Pines (1999: 25), there are four kinds of love in western
tradition. One is sex, or what we call lust, libido. It is kind a playful love. The second
is romantic love called eros, the drive of love to procreate or create-the urge, as the
Greeks put it, toward higher forms of being and relation-ship. A third is philia, or
friendship, brotherly love. The fourth is agape or caritas as the Latins called it, the
love which is devoted to the welfare of the other, the prototype of which is the love
of God for man. Every human experience of authentic love is a blending, in varying
proportions, of these. Hence, love can take different forms not only because of the
different components that define it but also because of the different objects to which
it is directed. According to Fromm (1956: 39), there are some types of love depend
on the kind of object which is loved; those are love between parent and child,
brotherly love, motherly love, erotic love, self- love and love of God.

b. Theory of Marriage
Marriage is the beginning of family life. They accept the legal responsibility
to support and care each other including children. The success of a marriage depends
on what the numbers want and how they live. Some people believe that marriage is
successful if the husband is a good provider, if the wife is devoted keeper, and if the
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couple has children. The others believe that to be success in marriage, they must find
happiness in their relationship as husband and wife. They believe that married
happiness requires deep understanding and loving companions hip between two
persons (Bowman 210).
According to Jack Dominian’s book entitled Marital Breakdown (1968: 1450), marriage in western societies has been considered throughout the centuries as a
solemn, life long contract between a man and a woman conferring mutual rights and
obligations in their sexual, material and social life. Marriage has been dealt with
almost exclusively in these legal terms of law defining the normal conditions which
bring such a unique institution into being and similarity when it was failed
prescribing the conditions under which it can be dissolved. Furthermore, marriage is
a return to such a close and intimate union, which allows the spouses to act as agents
for further growth in their respective personalities as well as providing the
requirements for procreation and the rearing of children.
Since marriage unites two different characters of man and woman, all of the
differences may turn out into conflict in marriage. Bowman (1954: 217) holds the
idea that conflict is something which may happen in marriage. When an individual
chooses a marriage, to considerable degree he or she chooses the conflict that his or
her marriage will entail. In other words it is a risk that may come along when people
decide to get married. The sense of who I am, convictions, ideas, hope of marriage
will open to confirmation or to challenge and change. However, every marriage is a
complex pattern of interaction and expectations. There will be some problems that
bring conflict, moreover if there is a difference between reality and expectations.
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The idea that marriage is full of happiness since there is togetherness is not
absolutely true. When there is a different expectation and reality there must be a
conflict. To deal with the situation, the important thing is how the spouse manages
their conflict. The individuals need communication of their thought and feeling. It
shows that communication takes play in a conflict of marriage. As conflict may force
into a crisis of marriage, Schwarz (1956: 234) says that the roots of crisis are
insufficient instinct for a proper choice of partner and insufficient word strength to
accept and carry out the responsibilities insured by entering into marriage. Bowman
also stated that conflict could be either negative or positive due to how a couple
responds to it. In this case, it needs a personal maturity that enables to face strong
emotion and to look at self a new and possible change. Conflicts, therefore, can
improve love relationship between husband and wife. There are some points to avoid
conflict in family such as: respect one another, listening with care to another, accept
fact that no one can be fully understood by another, avoid over-expectations and
allow for failure in ourselves and others, communicate on feeling, asset needs
calmly, avoid sending accusing message, allow the responsibility owning feeling,
and respect the other’s assertiveness. Through conflict, the couple will learn to
understand each other and after they settle down conflict, they will find a new way to
show love.
Hauck (1983: 26) proposes several healthy reasons for marriage. First is
companionship in which a mate should be your best friend. He or she is someone
with whom you can talk over practically anything. He or she is someone with whom
you simply feel as comfortable as an old shoe. Secondly, a safe and convenient sex

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

25

life that most people marry with the full expectations that the relationship will bring
forth pleasant and satisfying sex. A safe and sane sex life is also more likely with a
couple who are married and who work out their sexual problems than it is with
individuals who switch partners every few days, or months. Lastly is raising a fa mily
which provides great pleasure and growth-promoting experiences for the parents.
Somehow, to become a parent is to relive your own life again into a unique lifestyle.

c. Association of Motivation between Love and Marriage
The subject of love is probably one of the most misunderstood subjects in the
whole world. We can put a man on the moon but we cannot cure the common cold.
We can put a man on the moon but we cannot tell our young daughters or son when
the best time is for them to marry and with what kind of person they would be
happiest. It seems to me that it is high time people become aware of just where love
is located with respect to the major human motivations. Love can be either the
greatest of our drives and motives or among our weakest. It turns out that love is at
about the mid-point between the most basic and the highest motivations.
Abraham Maslow, a psychologist who formulated a theory of motivation,
suggested that we are all driven by five motives. The most basic motivations are the
strongest and when they have been reasonably satisfied we develop interest in the
next set of motivations and so on up the pyramid until we come to the fifth level of
motivation. When we look at these five needs we can perhaps begin to appreciate a
bit more the vital, but not pre-eminent, place that love has in the scheme of things.
Needing love is temporary phase in our growth which leads us on to yet higher
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motivations such as self- esteem and self-actualization. Let us, therefore, always
consider the dive for love and acceptance as not the strongest and the weakest of
motivations. As it is stated by Hauck (1983:11) that is prerequisite for the higher
motivations and can be reduced in importance once it has served its purpose of lifting
us up to the fourth and fifth levels. Just as we do not concern ourselves with finding
food to survive each day, so we do not look about us every day for proof our worth
(by being love and approved of by people) one we have passed that stage.
Love is a powerful feeling one has for persons, animals, or things that has
satisfied, is satisfying, or will satisfy their deepest desires and needs. If the person we
love does not satisfy us in ways that are extremely important to us, it is a belief that
we simply fall out of love with him or her. If there are no satisfactions, benefits, or
pleasures from that person, the love dies. The contrary is also true. The more
someone satisfies us deep desires and needs the more we will be tempted to love that
individual. But bear in mind again, it is not technically the individual we love; it is
what the person does for us. Once we understand and accept that simple fact we will
find it a great deal easier to create in others a feeling of love for us. But once we
accept reality and understand the nature of the true meaning of love, we will not fight
our inclinations to give our partner what it takes for that partner to love us.
Love must generally be earned. Only in the cases of infants, pets, and senile
parents love does not need to be earned. In most other instances that feeling which
we designate as love emerges from us after we have been gratified. It is something
which evolves out of the other person’s behavior. Not that it is directly caused by the
other person, but it is the feeling we allow ourselves to have after someone has
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proven to us that we are extremely important to them. Then we permit their behavior
to have a very positive effect on us. We don’t get love; we create it inside ourselves
after our deep desires and needs are met. It is the action that they give us, and it is the
feeling that we experience. The person receiving gratification of desires and needs
creates his or her own feeling of love over our kindness.
In regard to the marriage as a wonderful and beautiful institution, motivation
takes its role. It is one of the most rewarding of all human activities when
successfully performed, and it is urgent that most people attempt it as a way of
achieving long-term happiness. According to Hauck (1983: 60), women and men
possess their own motives coping with the marriage. Women want to express
themselves. They enjoy the release of feelings and intimacies, and they want to know
exactly where they stand with those whom they have the relationship. Men, on the
other hand, don’t need to know the inner recesses of their minds of their wives or
girlfriends
However, People change fairly regularly about every seven to ten years.
These are very imprecise figures (Hauck 62). Whether changes some every five,
seven, or ten years is not as important, somehow, it is the fact that we cannot depend
upon people changing. It makes the reasons that divorces happen even after many
years of marriage. It merely signifies that enough time has passed and enough
changes and growth have taken place in one or both lovers that the things that made
him or her happy at one time are no longer able to do so. We are, after all,
changeable human beings. It should come as we go through life. Marriage requires
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dedication, patience, and the acceptance of long-range responsibilities that are often
crushing in their intensity.
Further, any relationship that becomes unbalanced, with one partner giving a
great deal and the other receiving a great deal, will simply end up being a sick
relationship. We must base our marriage or relationship conduct, not on total
sacrifice for the other person, but on reciprocal sacrifice. This is a mature and healthy
approach rather than a selfish one. And it should be free of guilt. Separation and
divorce now are recognized as proper and fortunate options all of us have at our
disposal. When we can no longer tolerate inappropriate behavior, and when it does
no good to fight for our rights because of another person’s resistance, then what other
option does a sane person have? The only healthy thing to do then is to leave the
unhealthy relationship if one can possibly do so (Hauck 63).
The best way to get someone to love us is to give in of the other person
endlessly and that the more we give, the more love will be returned to us. One of the
best cures for a bad marriage is to teach one of the parties involved, and sometimes
both of them hope to get more benefits from the marriage. Most unhappiness in
marriages and relationships occurs because one or both persons have sacrificed too
much. Being thoughtless about owns desires and needs is ultimately not only bad for
oneself but bad for the children and partner. The woman in particular has been taught
to be submissive to the man and to put all of the male’s concerns over her own.
Healthy love requires that we give to another all he or she needs, not all he or
she wants. What we need is physical satisfaction and a roof over our heads. But there
are also other kinds of needs-the need to be firm with others, the need to face
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challenges, the need to be tested by adversity, the need to take risks, and the need to
face life with our own resources (Hauck 100).

B. Theoretical Framework
In this section, the writer discusses and relates some previous theories used in
this study. There are four major theories: theory of literature, theory of critical
approaches, theory of psychology, and theory of love and marriage.
The first major theory is theory of literature, which functions to specify and
strengthen the base of the terms used from the literature point of view. Two sub
theories of the theory of literature –theory of character and theory of
characterization- are used in this study. Theory of character functions to describe the
classifications about the character in several ways. This theory is used to answer the
first question that is to analyze the main character’s personality. Several kinds of
characters are used as the references to classify Alicia and John Nash as the major
characters, the round characters, and the protagonist characters. While theory of
characterization functions to describe how an author can categorize her character. In
this case, the theory describes how Alicia and John are categorized from their
personal descriptions as they seen by their speeches, reactions, thought, and manners.
In brief, the theory of characters and characterization help the writer know what sort
of person the character is.
The second major theory is theory of critical approach. It functions to clarify
and to strengthen the nature of literary work, in this case is the novel entitled A
Beautiful Mind.
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The third major theory is theory of psychology, which functions to specify
and strengthen the base of terms used from the psychological point of view. Two sub
theories of the theory of psychology –theory of psychology of character and theory
motivation- are used in this study. Theory of psychology of character functions to
describe the nature of the character. In this case, the nature of Alicia and John’s
characters psychologically will be shown through everything they conduct; while
theory of motivation functions to understand more the personality of Alicia and John
within their attitudes. It includes the personality structures na med Id, Ego, and
Superego which are employed to underlie their basic personality.
Finally, the forth- major theory used in this study is theory of love and
marriage. It functions to be the base for the study concerning the love that appears
between Alicia and John in their marriage life. The writer also tries to correlate
theory of motivation between theory of love and marriage in order to analyze their
motives of behavior further to their love and marriage. These theories will answer the
second question of how Alicia’s faithfulness is exercised by analyzing their love
triggers and the significance of their love

C. Criticism
Criticism is very helpful for the readers to understand and to appreciate more
a work of literature by knowing the opinions and criticism on the authors’ work.
Reading the criticism on Sylvia Nasar helps me understand the background of the
story as well as give me illustration of the setting of the story in order to have a

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

31

deeper analysis. Therefore, some criticism of Sylvia Nasar and her novel used in this
study entitled A Beautiful Mind are presented in this part.
The first comment is from Roger L. Lee. He stated that the book was
wonderful. The book is worthy reading for its honesty about genius and Nash’ life,
what it takes to become a world class mathematic. He said that Sylvia Nasar put a
tremendous amount of research in this book as evidenced by the contents and the
index. Roger also amazed by the relationship of Nash and his wife, Alicia. Nash
married Alicia who nurtured and committed him to a hospital by turns. She had
borne him a son of his lurid moments before he had a nervous breakdown. She was
forced to divorce him later although at the end they were together most of the time.
Another comment is from Isabel Thompson. She said that the book was a
fabulous reading, starting from Nash early childhood through to his later years. It
told not only of his life but also of those around him and wonderful meetings with
Alicia. Without Alicia, Nash would have perished. There would be no recovery, no
Nobel, no second take on life or the marriage. She inserted that this is a must reading
to all who enjoy autobiography and learning about the fascinating lives of others
(http://www.roycecarlton.com/speakers/nasar-comment.html.,

accessed

on

September 4, 2007).
In addition, according to Mary Ellen Curtin, Economist and journalist Sylvia
Nasar has written a biography of Nash that looks at all sides of his life. She gives an
intelligent, understandable exposition of his mathematical ideas and a picture of
schizophrenia that is evocative but decidedly unromantic. Her story of the
machinations behind Nash's Nobel is fascinating and one of very few such accounts
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available in print (the CIA could learn a thing or two from the Nobel committees).
This highly recommended book is indeed "a story about the mystery of the human
mind,

in

three

acts:

genius,

madness,

(http://www.roycecarlton.com/speakers/nasar-comment.html.,

reawakening"
accessed

on

September 4, 2007).
In my opinion, A Beautiful Mind is more than a biographical story. This
novel covers not only a life of a mathematical genius but also a deep struggle within
the life. It does take commitment and interest to read this book and benefit because it
is long, detailed, and complex. I do not have a math background, but I am eager to
understand enough of the book to find it fascinating and meaningful. Nasar’s novel is
a successful one because the use of language and the way she depicted the story are
amazing. She uses a good language in expressing human action and attitudes. Here, a
good language means that Nasar could depict the story precisely at every single word
she used. Within every sentence, she conveys various meanings which make the
readers feel interested to figure out the content of the novel. Nasar is also able to
make the story interesting through her many details and excellent wording.
Additionally, she provides all the documentation of John Nash’s life in order to
formulate the book credible. This novel represents the real fact of human life. And
also this story has many aspects, which can be analyzed for example a psychological
aspect.
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D. The Context of the Novel
This biographical novel tells about the true life story of John Forbes Nash, Jr.
, the mathe matical genius who was a legend by the age of thirty when he slipped into
madness. A Beautiful Mind itself sets in America in the 1950s. It brings up two main
issues at the moment. One is a vivid portrait of the world of top- level mathematics in
post war America and the other is the mental illness experienced by the genius.
The 20th century was the age of changing in America. It was a time when the
old and the new, the traditional and modern met. Besides, they were expected not to
express their ideas directly in public. Woman should understand that their role was
not in public sphere but private sphere. Since the industrialization developed, women
had to leave house to fulfill their household needs such as food, goods, and clothing.
These needs placed them in an awkward and contradicting position because they
were needed to provide the house with food, goods, and clothing, but when they were
out to get the things the family needed, they had to be back to the household. This
ambivalent message in the society had caused a lot of women in the 20th century
diagnosed of hysteria and neurasthenia. The mental condition and nervous disorder
the women experienced in the 20th century in America grew in line with the
development of urban industrialization in the United States of America
(http://www.geocities.com/Athens/acropolis/6998/gilman.html.,

accessed

on

November 23, 2007).
The 20th century in America was a time when the people were in mixed
feeling of the wonder what the next century offered for them. Industrialization
couldn’t be stopped because it was progressing fast and it led to urbanization since
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country men went to city to find better jobs. Industrialization and urbanization
brought the changing of social norms. Fathers and husbands had the legal right to
control women’s income. In the meantime, the middle class and upper class women
were still at hone to run the house well as the symbol of the success of the husbands
(http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/eng384/nealwyatt., accessed on November 23, 2007).
Marriage in the 20th century meant that wives should obey their husbands and
the husbands’ right was protected by law. The submission was only in the part of
wives. The wives had no right of custody of the children if their marriage ended in
divorce. The wives’ personal properties became the husbands’ properties after they
got married. Not only did wives need husbands’ agreement in making contact, they
also didn’t have the right to vote, sue or own properties. The wives also became the
husband ambassador in making business relation by organizing dinner and parties
with their expectation that the prestige of the husbands can be achieved
(http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/victorian., accessed on November 23, 2007).
Women were so dependent to men that they had to enter marriage to be financially
fulfilled and happy. Women needed to be domestic because at home, they had to
provide moralistic, stabile, and peaceful environment for their husbands after they
came home from working in the cruel world. Women were also the sick- nurse of the
family. Meaning to say, they had to nurse the sick member of the family. They had to
maintain the house very well and keep the adornment of the house beautiful. No
academics job were available or women because these kind of job were considered
abnormal for women. The jobs that were available for them are teachers, servant,
nurse, author, or governess.
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Meanwhile, this novel was made within the beginning of 21st century which
is recognized as the modern era. In America, everything has been up to date. The
technology and industry, the economic, the press, and the social condition are very
modern. From the culture as well, American people have their own characteristics.
Since we talk about American people or culture, we deal with American values. An
American value is a general idea that American people share about what is good or
bad, desirable or undesirable.
There are four American basic values which practically influenced Nasar in
writing the biographical novel A Beautiful Mind. They are namely individual
freedom, self-reliance, equal opportunity, and hard working.
About the background of the writer itself in making this biographical novel,
Nasar stated in her interview with Maximum Crowe on January 10, 2002 that she
first heard about John Nash while working on an economics piece for the Times,
about a year and half before Nash got the Nobel. She heard a rumor that a
mathematical genius who had suffered from schizophrenia for three decades might
be on a short list for the prize. Afterwards, she was sure other people would find his
story life fascinating, too. Nash’s miraculous remission is so inspiring. Next, Nasar
started to make an article “The lost Years of the Nobel Laureate” before making A
Beautiful Mind biographical novel in 1998. She made this novel by getting a picture
of the life required some 1,000 interviews, letters and emails with people who had
known Nash at different points.
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CHAPTER III

METHODOLOGY

This chapter describes the subject matter which explains the novel I explore
in this study, the approach that contains the type of approach I use in analyzing the
novel, the procedures which explain the steps I conduct in doing this study, the
sources which supply the basic information and foundation for the study, and
organization of the study that notifies all the chapters of this study.

A. Subject Matter
The novel I analyzed in this study is a biographical novel entitled A Beautiful
Mind. The book was written by Sylvia Nasar and published in 1998 by Simon and
Schuster, Inc. Touchstone Books republished the book again in 2002. It has 619
pages, including prologue, epilogue, notes, select bibliography, acknowledgements,
and index. It is divided into five parts that are: a beautiful mind, separate lives, a
slow fire burning, the lost years, and the most worthy. The book has become a New
York Times Best Seller. Sylvia Nasar as the author of the book is the Knight
Professor of journalism at Columbia University. She lives in Tarrytown, New York.
A Beautiful Mind tells about a genius of mathematician named John Forbes
Nash, Jr. He suffers from a serious mental illness called schizophrenia for about 30
years of his life. It also describes the story of his devoted wife, Alicia Nash, and a
small band of loyal friends and peers who value his genius and provided him a safe
shelter. Having recovered from his illness, Nash received the Nobel Prize in 1994 for
his achievement in the world of economics.

36
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Reading this novel makes us reflect on its title. Leaving aside philosophical
discussions about the nature of the concept of mind, we will wonder about something
which makes the mind of a particular person deserve the adjective beautiful. Llyod
Shapley, Nash’s closest friend and also competitor in Princeton, forms a phrase “a
beautiful mind” to describe how genius Nash is. He figures out that Nash’s mind has
become the sources of both devastating illness of schizophrenia and his great
achievements in the past year until now. In the other words, there is a beauty in
mathematics, which was evident in the elegance, creativity and originality of John
Nash’s contributions to his field. Kathy Robbins, Nasar’s agent, also suggests that
Shapley’s loving and lovely phrase becomes appropriate for the title of the book.
Meanwhile, I may suppose Nasar implicitly wants to reveal that Nash’s intelligence
extended beyond mathematics as she ever wrote was Nash’s genius to choose a
woman who would prove so essential to his survival (Nasar 242).
This novel has been made into a movie with the same title. Within the movie,
Nash’s character was outstandingly played by Russell Crowe, an Australian famous
actor. It becomes the reason why Crowe’s picture managed to be the cover of this
book. This is by the courtesy of Universal Studios, the company which put Nasar’s
work into the big screen. The movie itself won Academic Awards for some
categories. However, Hollywood served a different version of the story though it was
adapted from the book. As a result, it still makes the book happen an interesting one.
Nasar exposed sides of Nash that were never even hinted at in the movie. Hollywood
managed to leave out some of the best stuff such as Nash’s mistress and his illegal
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son, the divorce from Alicia, and his remarriage which are never mentioned in the
movie.

B. The Approach of the Study
In this analysis, the psychological approach is applied to analyze the
problems because this approach is appropriate to answer the problem formulation.
This approach uses psychological theories to explain “human motivation,
personality, and behavior patterns” written in a literary object (Rohrberger 13).
Through this approach, the writer can notice that there is a relation between literature
and psychology. The psychological approach also concerns with the effort of
analyzing a piece of literary object based on the psychological theory. This theory
will be applied by investigating the novel based on the psychological factors of the
novel itself.

C. Procedures
The method of this study is library research. This is to say that all of the data
and the information are taken from books of psychology and literature, criticisms,
dictionaries and Internet. There are some steps I conducted in order to be able make
an organized study. At the beginning, I read the novel several times to get my best
understanding about the content. Along with the reading activity, I highlighted the
points and aspects that I intended to discuss in my study about the relation of Nash
and his beloved wife, Alicia and their love within their marriage life as well, from the
beginning until the time they got divorced and re-married again. Afterwards, I rearranged those highlighted points and aspects in a good order. Next, I searched,
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collected, and noted down the theories and some other sources of informationincluding those from the Internet which had the right unity to my topic of the study,
and sorted them based on the necessities and the sake of the study. Having completed
the sorting process, I compiled them all into one unity of theories. At last, the
compiled theories then were used to organize my analysis in this thesis, along with
the highlighted points and aspects I had found previously.

D. Sources
There are two kinds of sources used in this study, namely the primary data or
the main source and the secondary data sources or the supporting sources. Here are
some explanations related to them.
The primary data source or the main source in this study is the novel A
Beautiful Mind written by Sylvia Nasar in 1998. For the secondary data sources or
the supporting sources, I use some books on literature and psychology, an article
from the newspaper, dictionary, and other sources from the Internet as well. Besides,
I also use the movie-the same title with the novel- which is a transformation of the
novel into the big screen. Even though it is not as complete as the novel, the movie
helps the writer more to visualize John and Alicia’s life, especially in giving
description of true love in their relation and how Alicia ’s faithfulness is depicted.

E. Organization of the Study
This study is divided into five chapters. Chapter I, introduction, describes
background for choosing the topic and the novel, A Beautiful Mind. Afterwards,
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objectives of the study state the goal in this study. It is followed with problem
formulation that states the discussion in this study. Then, benefits of the study
explain the advantages of this study for readers and other researchers. The last part,
definition of terms is provided in order to clarify some terms discussed in the study
to avoid misunderstanding and misinterpreting.
Chapter II contains review of related literature that is divided into four parts.
Firstly, theoretical review which states literature theories applied to analyze the
novel. There are four major theories in this part, namely theories of literature which
includes theory of character and theory of characterization; theory of critical
approach; theory of psychology which consists of theory of psychology of characters
and theory of motivation; and the last is theory of love and marriage which
comprises in the concept of love, theory of marriage and the relation of motivation
between love and marriage. Second part of this chapter is theoretical framework
which states the application of theories explained for analyzing the novel. Thirdly,
criticism states people’s opinion, comment, and even input about this novel. Lastly is
the context of the novel which clarifies the real situation of the novel setting.
Chapter III presents the methodology that is divided into five parts. First,
subject matter states physical condition of the novel. Second, approach copes with
the implementation of the approach to attain the objective of this study. Next is the
procedure explains steps that I took in analyzing this study. Fourth part presents the
source of all the data in this study. The last part, organization of the study serves all
chapters in this thesis.
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Chapter IV provides the analysis to answer the problem formulation by using
the theories explained. There are two discussions in this chapter. First discussion is
about the description of John and Alicia Nash’s characteristics. The second
discussions explain how Alicia Nash’s faithfulness is exercised within true love of
her marriage. This second part is divided into two sections which analyze the triggers
of Alicia and John’s love feeling and their love significance.
The last Chapter, Chapter V serves up the conclusion, suggestion, and
recommendation. This part comprises of three sections. The first section is the
conclusion of the study which summarizes the answer of the novel analyzed. The
second section deals with the suggestion for the future researchers. Finally, I
recommend this novel as the precious material for teaching learning activities. In this
respect, I give the implementation of this material in teaching learning activities for
English Language Study Program students.
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CHAPTER IV

ANALYSIS

This chapter discusses two parts questioned in the problem formulation stated
in chapter one. The first part reveals the characteristics of John Nash and Alicia as
the main characters in the story. The second part explains how Alicia’s faithfulness
and true love are exercised. It is divided into two sections which are the motives
triggering John and Alicia’s love and their love significance.

A. The Characteristics of John and Alicia Nash
In this novel, the focus of the story is actually John Forbes Nash for this
novel is regarded as the biography of Mathematical Genius and Nobel Laureate John
Nash who suffered from mental illness. It tells how John Nash first identified as
being mentally ill. It describes how it affects him and his marriage with Alicia.
Nevertheless, this study does not discuss about John Nash himself and how he faces
his mental illness, but here I would like to center the relation between John Nash and
his wife Alicia Nash dealing with their marriage life especially how they struggle
their love within the anguish of the massive mental illness.
Therefore, the depiction of John Nash’s and Alicia’s characteristics are
viewed to be playing an important role in helping the readers to get better
understanding with the main problem discussed in this study.

The main problem

analyzed in the next part is the faithfulness and true love exercised by Alicia.
Therefore, in this study I consider that Alicia is also an important character of the

42
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novel as she put crucial role toward John Nash’s ma rriage life. Both John and Alicia
perform important roles in clarifying the theme of the novel. Moreover, the content
of the story is focused on their love.
Further, to answer the first problem formulation it is important to know the
character and characterization of the spouse as they are the focus of the study. There
are many ways to know and understand characters in the novel. We can get
someone’s personality from the way they speak, walk or even from what they wear.
We can also find out someone’s feeling and personality from other’s opinion such as
their friends’, parents’, wives’ or husbands’ opinions. We can also see from the way
the characters look such as their physical appearances, the clothing, make up, bearing
and many more. As it is defined by Murphy (1972: 161-173) that there are some
ways that are used by the author to enable the readers to reveal the characters’
personalities into their minds. Murphy proposes nine ways of characterization
through which characteristics of a character can be characterized. They are personal
description, characters as seen by another, speech, past life, conversation of others,
reactions, direct comment, thoughts, and behavior/mannerism. These methods will be
used to portray the characters of Alicia and John Nash in A Beautiful Mind. Each
character will be analyzed as follows.

1. John Forbes Nash
John F. Nash is a major character in this novel as he becomes the center of the
story from the beginning until the end. The dynamics of the story is centered on him
because this novel demonstrates John Nash’s capacity to change or to grow as he
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reacts to events and to other characters. Hence, his actions and behaviors will also
influence other characters in the novel. John Nash is a round character because he is
very lifelike. He has complex personality. He is categorized as round character
because his character changes within the story. The changes show that he develops
his nature of psychology of character. Further, as a major character, he is told in
detail in the novel. John Nash was born exactly four years after his parents’ marriage,
on June 13, 1928. He first saw the light of the day not at home but in Bluefield
Sanitarium, a small hospital in Ramsey Street and baptized into the Episcopal
Church. He spends his childhood in a solemn situation though the parents actively
loved him so much at that time.
He was a singular little boy, solitary, and introverted. The once-dominant
view of the origins of the schizoid temperament was that abuse, neglect, or
abandonment caused the child to give up the possibility of gratification from
human relationships at a very early age. (36)
From the quotation above, I may infer that the young Nash is very introvert
even though he is brought up in a loving family surrounded by close relations and
they also show him much affection. It can be seen through his manner. As stated by
Murphy (1972: 173) that through mannerism and habits we can judge somebody’s
character. He shows the symptoms of being true-lonely boy. He does not like playing
with anyone else even his mom, dad, and his sister-Martha.
But by the time Johny was seven or eight; his aunts had come to consider
him bookish and slightly odd. While Martha and her cousins rode stick
horses, cut paper dolls out of old pattern books, and played hose and hideand-seek in the “almost scary and buried in a book or magazine. (36)
It is shown that he likes playing by himself without anyone beside him. At
home, despite his mother urge, he ignores the neighborhood children, preferring to
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stay indoors alone. He seemed to have shown a lot of interest in books when he was
young but little interest in playing with other children. It is not because of lack of
childhood friends that Johnny behaves in this way. However, while the others play
together Johnny plays by himself with toy airplanes and matchbox cars.
Meanwhile, Johnny’s parents seem to unintentionally manage his recluse
attitude through his education. His mother, Virginia, responds by enthusiastically
encouraging Johnny’s education, both by seeing that he gets good schooling and also
by teaching him herself. Johnny’s father, John Sr., responds by treating him like an
adult, giving him science book when other parents might give their children coloring
books. Treating in such ways by his parents, he builds his character into an
independent boy. He typically does not like to depend himself on others neither his
parents nor his sister who did love and care about him. Thus, he states to be critical
when he copes with hard-to-be-understood things. At that mean time, Johnny’s best
friends were books, and he was always happy learning on his own. And the best time
of day was after dinner every evening when John Sr. would sit at his desk in the
living room and answer all Johnny’s questions.
Johnny’s sister, Martha, has seen his tendency that he is different from the
ordinary child. Referring to Murphy’s theory (1972: 162), one’s character can be
described through the eyes and opinions of another. Martha seems to have been a
remarkably normal child while Johnny seems different from other children.
Johnny was always different. [My parents] knew he was different. And they
knew he was bright. He always wanted to do things his way. Mother insisted I
do things for him, that I include him in my friendships. ... but I wasn't too
keen on showing off my somewhat odd brother. (39)
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At school, Johnny also shows his indifferent attitude. It makes Johnny's
teachers at school certainly do not recognize his genius, and it would appear that he
gives them little reason to realize that he possesses extraordinary talents. They are
more conscious of his lack of social skills and, because of this, they label him as
backward. Although it is easy to be wise after the event, it now would appear that he
is extremely bored at school. By the time he is about twelve years old he starts
showing great interest in carrying out scientific experiments in his room at home. It
is fairly clear that he learns more at home than he does at school. Dealing with his
unusual childhood attitude, his parents encourage him to take part in social activities.
He does not refuse, but he treats sports, dances, visits to relatives and similar events
as tedious distractions from his books and experiments. Nonetheless, Johnny, with all
of his indifferent, tries hard to make friend well in his environment.

In high school, Nash became friendly-though not close friends-with a couple
of fellow students, John Williams and John Louthan, both sons of Bluefied
College Professors. (46)
The first hint of John Nash’s math talent comes in fourth grade, when a
teacher tells Virginia that the boy could not do the math. Virginia laughs, well aware
that her son is going down his own path to solve the simple problems. In high school,
john solves his teachers’ awkward proofs in just a few elegant steps. Nasar shows his
brilliance when he becomes one of ten nationally awarded winners of the George
Westinghouse Award, which provides him with a full scholarship to the Carnegie
Institute of Technology. At that time, He took mathematics courses as well as science
courses, in particular studying chemistry, which was a favorite topic. He hopped
from engineering to chemistry before discovering his passion: mathematics. He
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began to show abilities in mathematics, particularly in problem solving, but still with
hardly any friends and behaving in a somewhat eccentric manner, this only added to
his fellow pupils’ view of him as peculiar. He did not consider a career in
mathematics at this time, however, which was not surprising since it was an unusual
profession. Rather he assumed that he would study electrical engineering and follow
his father but he continued to conduct his own chemistry experiments. Nash first
showed an interest in mathematics when he was about 14 years old. It was unclear
quite how he came to read E T Bell's Men of Mathematics but certainly this book
inspired him. The excitement that Nash found here was in contrast to the
mathematics that he studied at school which failed to interest him. From those past
life story, it can be seen that he is considered as a brilliant boy beyond his being
indifferent and eccentric.

In this field, he also becomes determined which later will drive his ambition.
Although he has no close companion, he enjoys performing in front of people. He
always asks his mother, Virginia, many question related to electricity, geology,
weather, astronomy, other technological subjects, and the natural world. He spends
most of his time by thinking. In his grow up age; he would keep on searching the
answer of every question that comes up in his mind.

It shows that he is led to be an ambitious person. However, his being
ambitious is someway mixed up with his being odd. It is confirmed when related to
what Murphy (1972: 168) states that a person’s character can be known from how
the person reacts to various situations and events.
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He caricatured classmates he disliked with weird cartoons, enjoyed torturing
animals, and once tried to get his sister to sit in a chair he had wired up with
batteries. He played a similar prank on a neighboring child. (44)
His weirdness is also shown up when he interacts with his peers. Nasar
describes this situation in Nash’s study. As he quickly aspired to great things in
mathematics, he took the William Lowell Putnam Mathematics Competition twice
but, although he did well, he did not make the top five. It became a failure in Nash's
eyes and one which he took badly. The Putnam Mathematics Competition was not
the only thing going badly for Nash. Nasar reveals Nash’s friends’ responds through
their attitudes towards Nash. Although his mathematics professors heap praise on
him, his fellow students find him a very strange person. Physically he is strong and
this saves him from being bullied, but his fellow students take delight in making fun
of Nash who they see as an awkward immature person displaying childish tantrums.
One of his fellow students writes:-

He was a country boy unsophisticated even by our standards. He beha ved
oddly, playing a single chord on a piano over and over, leaving a melting ice
cream cone melting on top of his cast-off clothing, walking on his roommate's
sleeping body to turn off the light. (51)
Other mentions that he has been extremely lonely and tormented his fellows.
In that period of time, they were very unkind and intolerable as they sensed that John
Nash had a mental problem. Further, Nasar portrays that within his timid attitude,
Nash also sho ws homosexual tendencies, climbing into bed with the other boys who
reacted by making fun of the fact that he was attracted to boys and humiliated him.
They played cruel pranks on him and he reacted by asking his fellow students to
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challenge him with mathematics problems. He ended up doing the homework of
many of the students (53).

Despite his weirdness, his ambition has led him to pursue his dream. Nash
received a BA and an MA in mathematics in 1948. By this time he had been accepted
into the mathematics programme at Harvard, Princeton, Chicago and Michigan. He
felt that Harvard was the leading university and so he wanted to go there, but on the
other hand their offer to him was less generous than that of Princeton. Nash felt that
Princeton were keen that he went there while he felt that his lack of success in the
Putnam Mathematics Competition held by Harvard meant that Harvard were less
enthusiastic. He took a while to make his decision. Thinking about the most
prestigious Fellowship that Princeton had, Nash made his decision to study there. He
was accepted in Princeton University, which at the time was to mathematics was
Detroit was, and still is, to cars. Nash first smashed his peers with an elegantly
playable board game, which his peers called “Nash”, but later reached the market as
“Hex”. There he came in contact with John Synge who had recently been appointed
as Head of the Mathematics Department and taught the relativity course. Synge and
the

other

mathematics

professors

quickly

recognized

Nash's

remarkable

mathematical talents and persuaded him to become a mathematics specialist. They
realized that he had the talent to become a professional mathematician and strongly
encouraged him. From the sentences above, Nasar emphasizes that Nash’s
mastermind has been proven through his field.
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The remark he made continues. Receiving a BA and a MA in mathematics in
ages 20, being offered some scholarships at mathematics programme from Harvard,
Princeton, Chicago and Michigan, and also being praised by some mathematics
professors have proven Nash’s intelligence. Beyond his creepiness, he carries on his
mastermind through his lovely field na mely mathematics. Nevertheless, he seems to
have avoided attending lectures in Princeton. He decides not to learn mathematics
“second-hand’ but rather to develop topics himself. The author gives more
description about Nash’s character through a direct comment through Nash’s friend.
Milnor, a friend of him, describes Nash’s years at Princeton are full of experiments
and paper which later one of them is to win a Nobel Prize for economics.

“He was always full of mathematical ideas, not only on game theory, but in
geometry and topology as well. However, my most vivid memory of this time
is of the many games which were played in the common room. I was
introduced to Go and Kriegspiel, and also to an ingenious topological game
which we called Nash in honor of the inventor. He was very much aware of
unsolved problems. He really examined people on what were the important
problems. It showed a tremendous amount of ambition”, said Milnor. (85)
Nasar also reveals Nash’s huge ambition when he issued his paper “The
Bargaining Problem”. Nash wants to prove that his ambition comes with the right
expectation. He intentionally tries to beat his professors in Princeton, John von
Neumann and Oskar Morgenstern. At first, they have issued on e of the finest work
of arts that have ever been issued from people in Princeton namely “The Theory of
Games and Economic Behavior”.

To an ambitious young mathematician like Nash, the gaps and flaws in von
Neumann’s theory were as alluring as the puzzling absence of ether through
which light waves were supposed to travel was to the young Einstein. Nash
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immediately began thinking about the problem that von Neumann and
Morgenstern described as the most important test of the new theory. (106)
Even though Nash’s effort is considered impolite, “The Bargaining Problem”
eventually has corrected the weaknesses of “The Theory of Games and Economic
Behavior”. Yet, Nash sees that his theory is not perfectly arranged as he begins to
think for the possible solution for fixing the imperfect parts.

“He was an intensely ambitious person. He was extremely competitive. He
was bitter that he didn’t get it,” Paul Samuelson recalled. “At that time, I had
some recognition. I was making some progress professionally but I wasn’t
really at the top. I didn’t have top leve l recognition,” Nash added. (107)
Here, his amb ition to find another theory grows more and more. Nasar
portrays that Nash really wants to be superb mathematicians. It becomes remarkable
for him later on when he discovers an ultimate breakthrough for the world of the
economics. This can be the best effect on his ambitious characteristic.

In Princeton, Nash’s ambition, brilliance, and oddness have supported his
arrogance. He starts to cocky-monopolize the class discussion and underestimate his
friends. The first- year students are an extremely cocky bunch, but Nash immediately
strikes everyone as a good deal cocker-and odder. His appearance helps create the
impression. The arrogance is also elaborated on his being eccentric. He does not care
about the habit that all this time college students learn through lectures. Whereas, he
gets his own faith that he could learn from another way. That is the reason why he
keeps avoiding lectures.

Nash on the other hand, defended not reading, taking the attitude that learning
to much secondhand would stifle creativity and originality. It was a dislike of
passivity and giving up control. … He compensated by learning through
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conversation in the common room and by attending lectures given by visiting
mathematicians. (83)
It can be seen that Nash possesses his own reason for doing such an eccentric
thing. In his peers’ point of view, his eccentricity remains different thing, in fact that
he could not mingle well with them. He perceives his peers as his competitor and
particular objects that attract him not as the college mates.

…Nash the mathematical genius had emerged and connected with the larger
community of mathematicians around him, but Nash the man remained
largely hidden behind the wall of detached eccentricity. He was quite popular
with his professors, but utterly out of touch with his peers. His interactions
with most of the man his own age seemed motivated by an aggressive
competitiveness and the most considerations of self- interest. (121)
It seems to be different with the way he mingles with the professors inasmuch
as they own more knowledge than anyone in Princeton. Albert Tucker, one of crucial
figure in Princeton states Nash’s eccentric behavior.

Tucker was among those who believed that Nash was “very brilliant, original,
but eccentric,” arguing that “his creative ability… should make one tolerate
his queerness.” (90)
From the quotation above, it is obvious that beyond his eccentricity, there are
brilliance and originality within his mind. It makes his eccentricity some how, for
some reasons, became tolerable.

His arrogance was seen as evidence of his genius, and so as his eccentricity, a
source of both amusement and grudging respect, the other side of the genius coins, as
it were. (177)
At twenty, Nash looked young, perhaps younger than he was, but he was no
longer a gawky youngster who looked as if he’d just climbed off a tractor. Here,
Nasar tries to describe John Nash appearance. Six foot one, he weighs nearly 170
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pounds. He has broad shoulders, a heavily muscled chest and a tapered waist. He has
the build, if not the bearing, of an athlete. One fellow graduated recalls, “a very
strong, very masculine body” and he is, moreover, “handsome as a God,” according
to another student (179). Through these personal descriptions, the author wants to
emphasize John Nash’s attraction. On the contrary, despite his being attractive, some
fellow students put comments of his being arrogant.

Nash was out of the ordinary. If he was in a room with twenty people, and they
were talking, if you asked an observer who struck you as odd it would have
been Nash. It was not anything he consciously did. It was his bearing. His
aloofness. Nash was totally spooky. He wouldn't look at you. He’d take a lot of
time answering a question. If he thought the question was foolish he wouldn't
answer at all. He had no effect. It was a mixture of pride and something else.
He was so isolated but there really was underneath it all a warmth and
appreciation of people. A lot of us would discount what Nash said. ... I
wouldn't want to listen. You didn't feel comfortable with the person. (89)
From Nash’s friends’ opinions and the way he reacts to an event prove his
arrogance more. Next, in 1951 Nash joined the faculty of the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (M.I.T.) in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
One woman who knew him there described him as “very brash, very boastful,
very selfish, and very egocentric.” His colleagues did not like him especially,
but they tolerated him because his mathematics was so brilliant”. (90)
During his time at MIT Nash begins to have personal problems with his life
which are in addition to the social difficulties he has always suffered. There Nash
begins his first serious relationship with a nurse named Eleanor Stier, a
compassionate nurse five years his senior and who soon becomes pregnant with his
child. Nash becomes a father, yet refuses to put his name on his son’s birth certificate
or to financially support him. Two months after they start dating, Eleanor discovers
she is pregnant. He meets Eleanor Stier and they have a son, John David Stier, who
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was born on 19 June 1953. Eleanor is a shy girl, lacking confidence, a little afraid of
men. She does not want to be involved. She finds in Nash someone who is even less
experienced than she is and finds that attractive thing. Nash gets crushed emotionally
to Eleanor as he is looking for intimate partners who are more interested in giving
than receiving, and Eleanor, is very much that sort. Nonetheless, until the baby born,
they did not tell anybody about their little family. These attitudes portray Nash’s
irresponsibility. He just follows his Id ad Ego mental without considering the
Superego. They kept their affair until John David was a year old. Just then, Nash’s
behavior is a bit more mysterious. He becomes more irresponsible to his duty as a
father and a husband-want-to-be. Nash seems not to love Eleanor and reluctant to
manage their life.
Nash did not offer to marry Eleanor or to support her, although his
professor’s salary and frugal habits surely would have made that possible.
(215)
This quotation really shows Nash’s irresponsibility in which Nash refuses to
pay for the delivery. He does not even add his name to the birth certificate and he is
unable to support his son. The reason why Nash does not want to marry Eleanor is
his belief that Eleanor is not educated enough to be a good mother to his children. He
also has reached the conclusion that Eleanor isn’t good enough for him or his social
circle. Perhaps he feels that the decision to have the child is strictly Eleanor’s. On the
other hand, Eleanor is still unable to fathom his behavior. In fact Eleanor is in love
with Nash. Somehow, she finally understands that she is not destined to be Nash’s
wife. Moreover, Nash does not want to marry Eleanor although she has tried hard to
persuade him.
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“He wanted to marry a real intellectual girl; he wanted to marry somebody in
the same capacity as he was,” Eleanor said. (218)
Shortly, with Nash still unwilling to care for her and the baby, Eleanor is
finally forced to place John David in foster care. Afterwards, Nash’s love life
continues with a new catastrophe. While keeping contact with Eleanor, he has a
special friendship with a male graduate student at this time: Jack Bricker. They
become friends, and then more than friends. He has shown the homosexual hints
since he is in college. His colleagues say:
Nash was always forming intense friendships with men that had a romantic
quality. He was very adolescent, always with the boys. He was very
experimental - mostly he just kissed. (221)
Donald Newman and the rest of the MIT crowd often watch Nash and Bricker with
amused tolerance and conclude that the two are having a romance.
“They were importantly interested in each other.” Newman said; they made
no secret of their affection, kissing in front of other people. Love, though
thrilling, did not suddenly banish detachment, irony and the desire for
autonomy, but merely served to modulate them. (221)
The special friendship with Bricker lasted, on and off, for nearly five years
until Nash married. Anyhow, Nasar points out that Nash’s relationship with Bricker
has affected something bad to him. It results to his arrest because at that time
homosexual person was forsaken. This event starts to change his being playful and
flamboyant.
He gave up eventually. In the summer of 1954, while working for RAND,
Nash was arrested in a police operation to trap homosexuals. He was
dismissed from RAND. Although Nash appeared unscathed, the arrest is a
turning point in his life. Aloof, ambitious, coolly indifferent to others as he
often appears, Nash is by no means a true loner. (224)

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

56

Next occurrence went through when one of Nash's students at MIT, Alicia
Larde, became friendly with him and by the summer of 1955 they were seeing each
other regularly. Eleanor found out about Alicia in the spring of 1956 when she came
to Nash's house and found him in bed with Alicia. Nash became frustrated afterwards
as he said to a friend, “My perfect world is ruined, my perfect little world is ruined
(245). Nevertheless, Alicia does not seem too upset at discovering that Nash has a
child with Eleanor and deduces that since the affair has been go ing on for three
years; Nash is probably not serious about her. Later on, In 1956 Nash's parents found
out about his continuing affair with Eleanor and about his son John David Stier. The
shock may have contributed to the death of Nash's father soon after, but even if it did
not Nash may have blamed himself. Nasar shows that Nash’s responsibilities of both
Alicia and Eleanor have accumulated and driven his personality and thought to be
mature than before.
Soon after, Nash married Alicia in February of 1957. The first year of the
marriage is going well as their acquaintance impressed that Alicia is having a good
effect on John’s being awkward. Anyhow, Nash’s 30th year is looking very bright.
He has scored a major success. He si adulated and lionized as never before. It is
proved when in July 1958, Fortune magazine named him as one of the brightest
mathematicians in the world. And he has returned to Cambridge as a married man
with a beautiful and adoring young wife. At M.I.T., Nash goes on to solve a series of
impressive mathematical problems. Yet his good fortune seems at times only to
highlight the gap between his ambitions and what he has achieved. Beyond that, he
feels more frustrated and dissatisfied than ever. Nasar exposes that Nash is upset
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with his failure of his ambition. He has hoped for an appointment at Harvard or
Princeton. In fact that he is not yet a full professor at MIT, nor does he have
permanent status. His new ambition is for the Bocher prize given by the American
Mathematical Society. That is given only once every five years, but he cannot also
achieve it.

Meanwhile, Nash is unconscious that his huge ambition, eccentricity,

arrogance, irresponsibility, weirdness and his childhood introvert have triggered his
mental sickness later on. Norbert Wiener is one of the first to recognize that Nash's
extreme eccentricities and personality problems are actually symptoms of a medical
disorder.

At a New Year's Party Nash appeared at midnight dressed only with a nappy
and a sash with "1959" written on it. He spent most of the evening curled up,
like the baby he was dressed as, on his wife's lap. Some described his
behaviour as stranger than usual. On 4 January he was back at the university
and started to teach his game theory course. His opening comments to the
class were: - The question occurs to me. Why are you here? (292)
The symptom of the illness suddenly plagues him. One student immediately
drops the course. Later, Nash asks a graduate student to take over his course and
vanishes for a couple of weeks. When he returns, he walks into the common room
with a copy of the New York Times saying that it contains encrypted messages from
outer space that are meant only for him. He talks about the people from outer space
who are destroying his career and the international organization that are attacking
him. For a few days people think that he is playing an elaborate private joke.
He has just turned 30 when the “bomb” exploded. Shortly after Alicia
becomes pregnant, Nash becomes sick with schizophrenia, a disease that would

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

58

plague him for most of his life. Within the devastation of the schizophrenia, Nash
personality becomes unstable. Some turn into the worse but some also become better.
Overall, John Nash’s characteristics become clearer and more understand able.
Through the quotations and evidences some paragraphs above, it can be concluded
that Nash is described as a genius, ambitious, flamboyant, and brilliant young
mathematician. He is also described as a recluse, introvert, bisexual, indifferent, and
eccentric person. Additionally, in reading about Nash prior to his illness, it is easy to
form the impression that he is arrogant, selfish and at times ignorant. He is unaware
of, or unconcerned about, the feelings of those around him. His illness later on makes
him become frightening figure as he transforms into more introvert and weird day by
day. However, after the recovery of the devastating illness, he develops into more
responsible, patient, and attentive. Yet, after years of sufferings the acute episodes of
his illness and more years as a withdrawn phantom who haunted the corridors of
Princeton University, he is transformed. There is the institution in which he has once
so greatly distinguished himself.

2. Alicia Esther Larde Nash
Alicia is the wife of the major character in A Beautiful Mind, namely John
Forbes Nash. Although she is the secondary character, Nasar introduces Alicia’s
character to the readers in detailed. According to Roberts and Jacobs (1989; 145) a
round character experiences development in his or her personality. This characteristic
of a round character seems to be plunged within Alicia since she experiences
development in seeing her relationship with John. She is also depicted as complex as
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a character in a real life. Furthermore, her character is regarded essential since she
takes roles in John’s marriage life.

Therefore, she is also classified as a main

character within this novel. Without her presence, this novel would not run as the
way it is.
Similar to the discussion of Nash’s characters, there are seven ways of
characterization theory employed in the following analysis. They are personal
description, speech, reactions, direct comment, mannerism, conversation of other and
past lives. The following section will present the descrip tion of Alicia’s characters.
Nasar introduces Alicia’s character in her first encounter with Nash in the
library. Here, Nasar describes the appearance of Alicia. Murphy (1972: 163)
proposes that someone’s trait can be seen from his or her appearance and clothing
directly.
There was only a handful of coeds at MIT at the time, and the twenty –oneyear-old Alicia Larde glowed like a hothouse orchid in this otherwise drab,
barracks like environment. Delicate and feminine, with pale skin and dark
eyes, she exuded both innocence and glamour, a fetching shyness as well as a
definite sense of self-possession, polish and elegance. (231)
From what it is said above, it is visibly seen that Alicia is a beautiful woman.
She looks attractive as Nasar portrays her like an orchid flower which grows in the
middle of the stones and bricks. It also means that she gazes so bright that everyone
would notice her in every single thing she does. She has dark eyes and pale skin as
well.
Always perfectly groomed, she wore her short black hair like Elizabeth
Taylor’s in Butterfield 8, was almost always seen in very full skirts cinched
tightly around her tiny waist and very, very high- heels. She carried herself
like a little queen. (232)
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The way she dresses performs that she has a good sense of fashion. She really
pays attention to her looks both her make up and dressing. She is delighted to be
feminine like a usual girl can be. She likes wearing skirts and high- heeled shoes.
Once the student newspaper in her college, The Techt, has ever included her beautiful
ankles in the annual feature on MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology) coeds.
She was bright, vivacious, playful, and talkative-occasionally sarcastic and
often very sharp-popular with the “little boys,” as she called the mal students,
and mad about movies. Her origin was exotic as she is an El Salvadoran
princess with sense of noblesse oblige. (232)
Thus, from the descriptions above, we might find Alicia’s charm enclosed
with her beauty and her way of dressing. Alicia is stunningly beautiful, well groomed
and feminine, wearing full skirts and very high heels. She is intellectually sharp,
cosmopolitan, witty, and socially confidence. According to Nasar, Joyce Davis-a
classmate of Alicia’s, described the collegiate Alicia as “a n El Salvadoran princess
with a sense of noblesse oblige” (232). This quotation supports Murphy’s theory that
one’s character can be depicted through the eyes and opinions of another.
Alicia Esther Lopez-Harrison de Larde was born on New Year’s Day, 1933 in
San Salvador, El Salvador. She was born within an aristocratic clan and a wealthy
family. Alicia’s extended family was an aristocratic clan that associated with the
intelligentsia of El Salvador rather than with the country’s landed oligarchy. Alicia’s
family speak French, English , and Spanish. They travel abroad, and live well in a
beautiful villa near the center of San Salvador, El Salvador’s capital. As she grew up
in the well-educated society, she became a very intellectual and thoughtful girl.
When she was child, she had dreamed of becoming a modern-day Marie Curie. Later
on, the dreams turn into something greater when she pursues a career in science.
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Alicia’s little heaven vanished when her father, a doctor, left for the United
Stated in 1944. The family followed him. They were first settling in Biloxi,
Mississippi, and then they moved to metropolitan New York City. With a reference
written by the El Salvadorian ambassador to the United States, Alicia gained entry to
the Marymount School, an exclusive Catholic girls school in the Upper East Side. In
this school, Alicia has a choice between a classical education emphasizing the arts
and languages and one focusing on science and mathematics. Eventually, she is one
of the few girls who choose the latter. As a consequence, she takes some science
courses such as biology, chemistry, and physics, often in tiny classes of two or three
girls. Here we can see how ambitious and determined she is in chasing her dream.
Sister Raymond, one of her advisors, recalled her as a gifted and willing student
“Very intelligent. Not to pushy. Very very interested in her studies” (236). From the
direct comment of Sister Raymond, Alicia is quite definite at that time about wanting
to pursue a career in science. “I wanted a career, so I wanted to study something
definite,” she said (236). Being so excited by his daughter’s childhood dream of
becoming the next Marie Curie, Alicia’s father wrote a le tter to the schoolmaster and
asked her to help Alicia realize her aspiration to become a nuclear scientist. Alicia
did well. Without letting her dad down, she became one of only seventeen women
and two female physics majors entering the M.I.T. class of 1955. From that result, I
may assume that Alicia is considered as a brilliant and bright woman.
Alicia spends most of her time with the other peers either at dorm or at the
campus. She studied with the other girls in the Cheney room, the coed lounge, ate
breakfast and lunch with her friends at Pritchett lounge every day. Though she is

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

62

considered as a boarder, someone stranger from different country, she tries hard to do
whatever the girls feel like doing, whether it is playing basketball or organizing a
charity fair. She also attends a great many concerts and plays. From those campusdaily activities, Nasar wants to portray that Alicia is basically such an outgoing and
active student that she is quite determined to be accepted in her environment. During
her hard, tough, and extremely demanding academic program at M.I.T., Alicia never
gives up with her upsetting scores. She always keeps on struggling to maintain a C
average. “You either had to buckle down or accept just getting by, but Alicia never
really buckled down,” said Joyce, Alicia’s best friend (237). Therefore, this depicts
her determination on her study.
Despite her ambition and determination on her studies, she also emerges her
love ambition when she gets crushed to John Nash. John and Alicia met in an
Advance Calculus for Engineers class. They became a couple after Nash encountered
Alicia at the university’s music library, where she worked. Alicia is so impressed by
Nash’s beauty and skill as a star professor. Alicia remembers the first time she saw
Nash. “I walked into the classroom, and I thought he was very nice looking, he was
like the fair-haired boy of the math department (239).” Alicia shows her big interest
to Nash as she always stays around Nash, every time and everywhere. From that
point of view, it is obviously proven that she is so strong-willed in pursuing her love
after all.
All that year, she would seek him out. “Come with me to the music library,
Joyce,” or, “Come with me to Walker Memorial. I want to see Nash.” “She
set her cap for him,” Joyce recalled, “She had a campaign going.” (240)
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However, when her love is on the air, her grades suffer. She gets two D’s and
for the first time in her M.I.T career her grade point average slips below a C. Here, I
may suppose that it is such a difficult thing for Alicia for balancing her intelligence
and love life. “Alicia is still no t doing well since she is in love. She goes around with
a faraway expression on her face,” Joyce wrote to her parents in April (240). The
love efforts are still continuing after the calculus class is over. Alicia shows her love
determination by working in Nash favorite haunt, the music library. It measures her
lovesickness that she finds music library as a far more interesting place to work than
Lincoln Laboratories, where she also have a job. “Music library proves more
interesting,” she wrote to Joyce during the summer (240). When Nash comes around
the library, Alicia engages him in a conversation and studies him as minutely as any
fan studies his or her favorite star. “My activities beside the music library include the
science library where I read science fiction. John likes it,” she wrote again to Joyce
(241). Alicia appears to make big effort to do things that John Nash likes. She finds
out that he is a science fiction fan. She also figures out that he plays chess. She
makes it her business to learn chess and, in addition to her job in the library, she
takes a seat in the science library near the science fiction collection. The love
ambition blooms before its time. This love even beats her other romantic dream of
becoming a famous scientist as she has not survived the harsh reality test provided by
M.I.T. “I was not Einstein,” as she put later (241). Thus, she recognizes that marriage
to an illustrious man might also satisfy her ambitions and Nash seems to fit her life’s
bill. “John could give her a lot of things she didn’t have,” observed John Moore, a
guy who had ever fell in love with Alicia (241). Further, Nash also admits that Alicia
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is such a determined girl in accepting him for nothing. He saw her determination to
have him as a real key to her character, suggesting that she knew what she was
getting and expecting nothing more (242).
Eventually, Alicia’s effort to attract Nash’s attention is resulted in his asking
Alicia out during the spring. Yet, the progress of the courtship is pretty slow. It is
kind an “on and off” relationship. Nash has introduced her to his parents some three
weeks earlier but she makes it clear that they are not sexually intimate. Although
Nash stares to take her to math party but he does not treat her as she has expected.
“Among other things, he called her unflattering nicknames, including Leech,
a nasty play on her childhood nicknames, Lichi. He never paid for her meals,
diving every restaurant cheek down to the penny. He was not infatuated with
her, he was infatuated with himself,” Emma Duchane, a friend of them,
recalled. (244)

It is vividly seen that to Nash, Alicia is part of the background, charming and
decorative. He treats her the way other mathematicians treat their women. However,
Alicia keeps her endurance to be patient more and more. She just draws her mind up
that something must have been behind all the way around. Thus, her intuition is
correct, at that time Nash was still involved with both Bricker and Eleanor.
Alicia proves her other strong determination toward his relationship with
Nash when she has to cope with Eleanor’s problem. It happens after Eleanor has
caught Nash and Alicia are in the bed-action. Eleanor calls Alicia and tells her that
she is stealing another woman’s man. She tells her about John David. She tells her
that Nash is planning to marry her and that she, Alicia, is wasting her time. After the
encounter, Alicia trie s to react calm. “Men had mistresses, they even had children by
them, but they married women of their own class”, said Alicia (245). She is not that
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shocked. In fact, she concludes that it is not going everywhere. Alicia puts her
confidence in this case. In turned out, her high ambition and determination in
achieving things do not make her take any decisions emotionally. Besides, she
remains to be cautious and watchful which result in a good-ending. After her hard
efforts to pursue her love, Nash proposed her, at last. They married in February 1957.
Within their marriage life, Alicia shows her love to Nash by giving a lot of
attention in every single thing he does. When they are with other people, Alicia
always pays her attention by focusing on Nash; wha t he is saying, how he looks, how
others react to him. Nash does the same too. He seems always aware of her, even
when he appears to be ignoring her. That he isn’t especially nice to her or generous,
matters less than that he is interesting and makes things happen. Rogers, their friend,
recalled that “Alicia subordinated herself to John. She wasn’t here to compete with
him. She was totally dedicated to his support. She’s ambitious, strong-willed” (271).
From this portrayal, I may come to the conclusion that Alicia is characterized as an
attentive, lovable, and full-dedication wife.
Alicia’s career does not stop when she is married. Soon after the couple
return to Cambridge after the honeymoon, Alicia ge ts a job as a physics researcher at
Technical Operations along route 128. She is also hired in a course on quantum
theory taught by J.C Slater. This portrays how hard-working she is. However, she
does not imagine how hard she has to work in her life later on. Things turn into
disasters after when John starts to show the symptom of schizophrenia. John starts to
be paranoid and agitated. Here Alicia appears to be a tough and resolute wife. When
she is pregnant, John becomes colder and more distant. When a-going-to-be-mom is
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supposed to be treated tenderly and attentively by the husband, Alicia gets the
opposite treatment.
Moreover, Nash has cornered her with odd questions several times when they
are alone, either at home or driving in the car. “Why don’t you tell me about it?’ He
asked in an angry, agitated tone, about nothing. “Tell me what you know!” he
demanded (302). He behaves as she knows some secret but wouldn’t share it with
him. The first time he said it, Alicia thought Nash suspected her of having an affair.
When he repeats it, she wonders whether he might be having an affair himself. That
account is strange for his growing secretiveness and air of abstraction. He might be
trying to deflect attention from himself by accusing her. Regarding to his husband’s
odd behavior, Alicia remains her calm both for her comfort life and for the sake of
his husband. Alicia tries to hide what is going on from friends and faculty. One of
her friend recalled that Alicia wanted to save his husband’s career and preserve his
intellect. It becomes Alicia’s interest to keep Nash’s intact. That is her intention
when she has her husband involuntarily committed to McLean Hospital outside
Boston, something that Nash bitterly resented.
“I tried to remain positive as much as I could,” Alicia remembers.
“And I really tried not to feel pity for myself.”(484)
Alicia urges everyone they know to visit Nash. The feeling is that with the support of
friends, Nash will soon be on his feet again. From those period of time, I assume how
patient and tough she is in struggling with the explosion of his husband’s illness.
Even when she has to deliver the baby, she is alone. She has to resist without any
supports from his lovely husband, not like the other ordinary new moms.
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Despite this devastated problem, Alicia demonstrates her loyalty of her
husband by leaving her newborn baby to her mom in order to follow John traveling
to Europe. She sacrifices her mommy’s stuff only for the needs of her lovely
husband. She has followed Nash to Europe, not because she hopes that Paris will
provide a cure for his troubles, but because she has no way of stopping him. In this
case, she has not been able to bear seeing him go off to a strange land, alone, without
someone to watch over him.
After three years of familial confusion and despair, Alicia fills for divorce.
Once she feels that she cannot bear anymore with all of depressed things she has. She
thought that it could also help John by setting him free. With the help of her mother,
Alicia raises their son John on her own. Later he, too, turns out to have
schizophrenia. In 1970 a decade after the divorce and with her ex-husband struggling
just to survive, Alicia took him into her home not as husband but as what she called
her “boarder”, someone who has not got shelter to live in.
“They say that a lot of people are left on the back wards of mental
institutions,” says Alicia, speaking of her decision to take Nash in.
“And somehow their few chances to get out go by and they just end up there.
So, that was one of the reasons I said, ‘Well, I can put you up.’ ” (422).
Nasar believes if Alicia had not taken John in, he would have wound up on
the streets since John had no income and home. Nasar thinks that Alicia saved his
life. In the 1980s, John slowly emerged from schizophrenia and in 1994 he received
a Nobel Prize in Economics for the game theory work he completed as a young man.
In the spring of 2001, Alicia and John were remarried, 38 years after their divorce.
Generally, Sylvia Nasar has revealed Alicia’s characteristics thoroughly.
Within this novel, I may conclude that Alicia is described as a stunning woman both
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mentally and physically. She is portrayed as a bright, intelligent, and thoughtful
woman. Moreover, she is also determined both in pursuing her career and love life.
Physically, she is pretty attractive and impressive person. Further, from the attitude,
she is also figured as a loyal, tough, patient, and attentive wife. From those evidences
stated before, Alicia Nash’s characteristics help us to understand more the effect of
her persona towards her marriage life with John Nash.

B. The Faithfulness Exercised by Alicia within the True Love of Her Marriage
with John Nash
In order to obtain a deeper analysis about how powerful Alicia and John
Nash’s love is and also to prove that their love is considered true love, this analysis is
divided into sections. First, I analyze several motives which trigger the feeling of
love between Alicia and John Nash. Meanwhile in the second section I try to explain
the significance of love for Alicia and John Nash. Those two sections somehow,
describe also how Alicia’s faithfulness is exercised within her marriage.

1. The Motives Triggering the Love Feeling between Alicia and John Nash
This analysis applies the theory of motivation and also the theory of love and
marriage. Theory of motivation helps to understand more the motives of somebody’s
behavior that lead his or her action both consciously and unconscious ly. This theory
includes the personality structures named Id, Ego, and Superego which are employed
to underlie their basic attitudes. The theory of love and marriage func tion to be the
base for the study concerning on the love that appears between Alicia and John in
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their marriage life. Theory of motivation, love and marriage are also correlated
together to figure out the love trigger and significance.
Before they met, John Nash and Alicia had been initially strangers to each
other. They become to know each other through a process in which love comes to
them uniquely. How the love emerges and exists in the marriage life becomes one of
the objectives of the study. The love story begins with the first encounter of Alicia
and John Nash in an Advance Calculus for Engineers class. Alicia is the student
whereas John is s the lecturer. From the first sight, Alicia has put her eyes on him.
It was his good looks, however, that made Alicia’s heart beat faster. “A
genius with a penis. Isn’t that what we all want?” an actress once quipped and
the quip captures the combination of brains, status, and sex appeal that made
Nash so irresistible. (239)
It indicates vividly how Alicia is greatly impressed by John. According to
Alicia, Nash is not scruffy like many of the mathema ticians. His look shows that he
always neatly combed, pressed, and shined. Within his physical appearance, Nash
holds a special charm that belongs to a stereotype of a gentleman as Alicia’s
admiration. Physical appearance is significant in determining one’s personality
(Pines 36). Within the theory of love proposed by Pines, he also conveys that it more
or less affects the first impression of others to have an assumption that what looks
good in appearance must be good inside either, although it is not always true as the
standard of goodness here is relative somehow. Meanwhile, John Nash does not
respond Alicia much at the beginning because at that time he is still involved to his
girlfriend, Eleanor and also his lover, Bricker. But after the time goes by, Nash
apparently gets crushed to Alicia as well when he notices her beauty.
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On one of the first afternoons, he was surprised to see a young woman who
had been his student the previous year standing behind the librarian’s desk.
He had encountered her in the library from time to time before, but now it
seemed she was actually working there. She too had seemed a bit startled
when she saw him come in, but had given him a sweet smile and had greeted
him by name. When he walked away from her he felt her eyes following him.
(231)
The quotation above implies that Nash begins to pay his attention to Alicia.
Rapidly Nash starts to make occasional references to the “music librarian”. These
unusual encounters between Alicia and John are sufficient to make them feel familiar
to each other. However, within his mind, Nash is still at the crossroads. His life
instinct- in this regards we call as Id- mentions the dangers of his sexual experiments
with Eleanor which has become suddenly devastatingly obvious. The superego mind
has led him to take marriage with Eleanor. Perhaps that is the possible answer for his
being most frightened. But his ego doesn’t allow him to do that as he thinks that
Eleanor will not suit his economic and academic status. And Alicia comes along at
the right moment. Nash figures out his chemistry towards Alicia within her
underneath attractiveness.
The son of a beautiful mother would be drawn by the classical symmetry of
Alicia’s features and the slenderness of her frame. Alicia’s aristocratic lineage
and social ease appealed to his own sense of superiority. The effect of her
intelligence on him should not be underestimated. He found her interesting
company, liked the fact that she set her own compass, and was amused by her
flashes of sarcasm and irreverence. (242)
He finally feels the same way as Alicia does. Alicia’s interest in John
personality is initiated by her interest in his physical attraction. Those facts show that
one’s physical attraction leads others to see him closer and even to judge him in a
more positive way. Both view are completing each other positive ly. At this moment,
love comes within the attraction to another’s beauty. Each of them has certain
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physical attractiveness and beautiful personality as a charm. It drives them to be
closer and to find out more about one another. This love brings about an expectation
of a new life with the loving person and it is expressed in an excitement.
Nash finally falls in love to Alicia. He finds out both her inner and outer
beauty. He also admits her struggle in attracting Nash’ s attention-as I mentioned
before in the Alicia’s portrayal that she is so ambitious in getting Nash’s attention.
Nash takes her willingness to pursue him. He is willing to make every effort, not
merely as flattery, to which he is no less immune than the next man, but as a sign that
she is prepared to take him as he is. The love blossoms in some dates and they start
to figure out that they actually posses the similarities. They share a good deal. Nasar
points out that they share more than an attraction as they are both close to their
mothers. They have emotionally distant but intellectually stimulating fathers. They
have grown up in houses where intellectual achievement and status are supreme and
they are both outsiders. Outsider he re means as a person who is not a member of or
not accepted by group of people. These similarities anyhow have stimulated the love
needs. It is related to what Pines (1999: 65) proposes that love easily comes to them
because people tend to like people with the same views or in an agreement. In a
relationship, people are making some adjustment to satisfy their needs (Pines 66).
Time after time their relation grows closer and within the interaction they feel the
need to love and be loved. Nevertheless, it does not happen as smooth as Alicia has
ever expected since Nash is still involved with both Brick and Eleanor within his
confusion. Explicitly, Nasar reveals that Nash hasn’t felt the feeling that deep since
he still has several intimate relations with others, but implicitly, I suppose that Nash
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vigorously fall in love with Alicia as later on he finds out that his paradise is Alicia.
It is shown in the way Nash makes a joke to display his possessiveness during the
math department picnic in Boston. A man sometimes hides his own love feeling
towards a woman in the form of showing jokes.
It was, of course, Nash’s notion of joke. He wished to show everyone that he
was the master of this gorgeous young woman, and that she was his slave. At
one point, late in the afternoon, he threw Alicia to the ground and placed his
foot on her neck. (246)
Further, there are many ways to express love to the one we care about. In a
romantic relationship based on passionate love, one of the expressions of loving is by
doing the sexual intercourse. Alicia and Nash have done it. It was probably some
time that spring that Nash and Alicia began sleeping together (245). However,
expressing love through a sexual intercourse is a serious phase; it should not be done
outside marital status because of its risk. Eventually, the drama becomes true when
Eleanor find out Nash and Alicia are in the bed. This encounter screws things out.
When she realized Nash was not alone in bed, she began shrieking and crying
and threatening until finally she had cried herself out and Nash drove her
home. Alicia, meanwhile, white- faced, left. (245)
Beyond his guilt to Eleanor, Nash feels more frustrated predicting the losing
of Alicia. As it is remarked by Mattuck that Nash came to him, told him the story,
grabbed his head with both hands, and moaned, genuinely pained, over and over,
“My perfect little world is ruined” (245). In fact, Alicia has proven her wisdom and
intelligence by performing calmly and positively coping with this problem. After her
meeting with Eleanor, she makes up her mind that Nash will not take his relationship
with Eleanor anywhere. Alicia remains confident, that Eleanor is only Nash’s
mistress. Men had mistress, they even had children by them, but they married women
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in their own class (245). Conversely, Nash does not know Alicia’s truth reaction
towards this problem and within his depression and confusion; he leaves Alicia for a
moment. Nash left Cambridge for Seattle in mid-June with the light heart of a man
making a temporary escape from a tangle of personal and professional dilemmas
(247). It verifies that Nash cannot bear the personal problem any longer. Instead of
cleaning the mess up and finding out the solution for the conflict, he chooses to
travel around the university out of town. In this sense, Nash tends to act based on
primary process only. He acts without regarding the reality constrains. He suffers
from the absence of the ego referring to the self. Cloninger (2004: 41-44) explains
clearly that people seek pleasure and avoid pain, in which later he calls this as
hedonic hypothesis. Sometimes, this hedonic impulse is accompanied with painful
thought since pleasure violates moral restrictions. Therefore, it is repressed. As a
result, his irresponsibility shows that he just seeks for pleasure as travel always lifts
his spirit.
Discovering the truth that Nash leaves her without any confirmation of their
relationship continuation breaks Alicia’s heart. By the time she can balance her id,
ego, and superego well, the fact does not support her. However, she refuses to give
up. As it is portrayed in her characteristics that she is very determined in pursuing
her dream, she catches up Nash and tries to give more understanding attention to
him. It results satisfactorily as Nash apparently needs her support a lot within the
mourning of his father’s death. While Nash was leaving, Eleanor contacted Nash’s
dad and revealed all of the secret relationship included his grandson, John David.
These facts make John Sr. upset and shocked. He got angry to Nash and asked him to
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marry Eleanor, but Nash refused it. It raised a stern argument between them and it
led John Sr.’s massive heart attacked. The death of his father produces another
fissure in the foundation of Nash’s “perfect little world”. Here he undergoes a death
instinct.
The loss of a parent before one has really stepped fully into one’s own adult
life in the same role is one-two-punch- losing the father and having to step
into the father’s shoes. (253)
Such guilt will be a heavy burden to bear, Nash’s mom, Virginia also gets
mad and accuses him of causing her husband’s death. More likely, it is not just the
feeling of guilt, but also the more potential threat of losing his mother’s love on the
heels of the actual loss of his father. This places tremendous pressure on Nash to act.
After all, Nash thinks that he should mend the condition by getting married, to fulfill
his father’s command. Nonetheless, he isn’t sure that Eleanor would be the right
person. Moreover, Virginia also dislikes Eleanor, including the evidence of Eleanor’s
lower-class origins, her lack of education, and her threats to make trouble to Nash.
She prefers Nash marrying another girl in the same level and later they can adopt
John David. Then Alicia comes in right time as Nash thinks she will make a fine wife
and because Nash realizes that he loves her so.
But Alicia herself said later that she moved to New York on Nash’s account.
She may have gone there in the hopes of renewing her relationship with him.
She may have gone at his express invitation. (256)
The marriage plan is supported as well by Nash’s family. Virginia finds
Alicia’s charm and dignity. She also is impressed by Alicia’s devotion to Nash.
Virginia and Martha, Nash’s sister, also agree that Alicia and Nash have the similar
interest and ambition in sailing their future life. Though they have pretty slight
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different characteristics but wishfully they can complete each other. “He was
marrying somebody who was intelligent and that he cared for, and she obviously
cared for him. Everything was great,” Martha later recalled (257). Hence, everything
seems appropriate in its place. Alicia and Nash are destined to belong each other.
Based on the facts discussed above, Alicia and John Nash are brought into a
love relationship by memorable occurrences. Arthur in Pines (1999: 16) states that
people are more likely to be attracted to those they meet during an unusual and
exciting experience, an experience that involves the use of force, mystery, loneliness,
or powerful emotion. It works in Alicia and John’s relationship. Alicia and John’s
love is classified into a romantic love as it is build based on three components of love
namely passion (physical attraction), intimacy (emotional attraction), and
commitment. Their love has also the characteristic of passionate love that is, love
between a male and a female that is engaged in sexual attraction.
Furthermore, Alicia and Nash’s love can be categorized as an intimate love
rather than a puppy love. According to Hauck (1983: 16-17), intimate love has to do
with one’s partner, parents, children, relatives, or close friends and those people
affect us in our daily lives and for whom we are willing to make enormous sacrifices.
It is exactly different from what Nash feels to Eleanor, his first lover. His love to
Eleanor is considered as a puppy love. Puppy love is a powerful emotion which rises
out of the expectations and experiences of one person with another (Hauck 17). Their
love is not a very serious one and not long- lasting, not deep, and is based only on the
flimsiest consideration. And whatever else a person may say about it, the common
thinking that puppy love is certainly not ‘true’ love. Alicia and John are basically
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involved in passionate love which is reflected in a romantic love. But after the time
goes by, their love relationship grows into a supreme love named consummate love
since they steadily plan to get married.
In deep, their attitudes towards their love relationship are driven by the
association of five motives. They are physiological needs, safety and security needs,
belongingness, social and love needs, esteem and self-esteem needs, and the last is
self-actualization needs. They feel that they need to stay in the similar shelter,
together seeking the delight of life. They feel comfortable and secure to belong
together. They can share their love and they may also gratify and actualize
themselves in the unity of a marriage.

2. The Significance of Alicia and John Nash’s Love is Rooted in the Purity of a
True Love and Faithfulness.
In order to answer the third problem on the significance of love for Alicia and
John Nash, the analysis is based on the theory of love, marriage and also correlated
to motivation theory. Those theories are used to identify Alicia and John’s
relationship from the time when love starts to emerge between them, separate them,
until the time when love unites them again.
The meaning of love varies for different people because the feelings of love
come to them in unique ways through different experiences. However, the general
and principal concept of love is derived from Maslow’s theory on human motivation
as quoted by Hauck (1983: 3) that love need is one of those five primary motives. As
psychological needs, the need to express love and the need to be loved occur
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naturally in human beings. Alicia and John Nash’s love experiences are initially
presented to give a general illustration of the arousal and the significance of love
during their stages of marriage.
The newlywed returns to Cambridge in the late summer. They live in an
apartment with some difficulties. They each pay half of the rent without pooling their
funds. The couple is interrelating to each other for the purpose of satisfying the needs
to love and to be loved physically or psychologically. During the interaction, each of
them is searching for values from this mutual and balance relationship. They are
happy since they quickly settle into the pleasant private and social rituals of a newly
married academic couple. They always eat out with some of their friends since Alicia
never cooks. Their acquaintances put their impressions toward their marriage as the
following sentences.
Some of their acquaintances found their relationship oddly cool, but others
came away with the impression that marriage suited Nash well and that Alicia
was having a good effect on him. “Somehow he was relating a little better,”
Rogers recalled. Zipporah Levinson agreed:” John was awkward, Alicia made
him better.”
The photographs taken in those months show a radiant young woman. It was
as Alicia would say many times later,” a very nice time of my life.”(272)
From the impression above, the wedding seems to be going happily ever after
as they can share their pleasure together. Nash also shows his bright career. He has
scored a major success. He is adulated and lionized as never before. Fortune
magazine is about to feature him as one of the brightest young stars of mathematics
in an upcoming series on the “new Math.” And he has returned to Cambridge as a
married man with a beautiful and adoring young wife. However, Nash turned thirty
that June and from this time on, his upset feeling continuously became worst. Nash’s
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30th birthday produced a kind of cognitive dissonance (278). Looking back at this
time in his life, Nash would refer to a sudden onset of anxiety, a fear that the best
years of his creative life were over. Nash’s mood starts to be odder. Periods of
gnawing self-doubt and dissatisfaction alternate with periods of heady anticipation
(278). Nash has a distinct feeling that he is on the brink of some revelation. And it is
this sense of anticipation, as much as his fear, as he put it. This period later will
trigger his plague disease.
After all, the happy marriage appears to be persisted endlessly. In late July,
the Nashes who had not yet gone on a proper honeymoon left Cambridge for Europe.
They destined to Edinburgh, where the World Congress of Mathematics was to take
place in the second week of August. There, Nash was giving a lecture on nonlinear
theory. But first they went to Paris, and then they drove south over the Pyrenees to
Spain, back to Italy, and up to Belgium. From those past events above, Nasar wants
to convey that the trips seem success. “We were young,’ Alicia recalls. “It was fun”
(278). Another of his plan is to buy Alicia the diamond that he has promised her
before. The Nashes are back in Cambridge and Nash is already teaching when Alicia
discovers, half with joy, half with dismay, that she is pregnant. Alicia, who likes her
job and her paycheck, would have preferred to wait a few years. It has been Nash’s
wish that they start a family right away.
He stopped of saying that his desire for another child had been his motive for
marrying, but he reminded Alicia often that the whole purpose of marriage, in
his view, was to produce children (279)
In this sense, Nash has shown his readiness to perceive one of the purposes of
marriage. As it is stated by Jack (1968: 14-50), that marriage is a return to such a
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close and intimate union, which allows the spouses to act as agents for further growth
in their respective personalities as well as providing the requirements for procreation
and the rearing of children. Nash starts to demand that Alicia stops smoking. When
she lit up at Math party he told her to put out her cigarette and made a scene after she
refused (285). It shows how attentive Nash is to be in welcoming the newly baby
born and it is shown how enthusiastic he is. Unconsciously, he does not aware that
something works beyond her mind that is madness towards himself. But here,
otherwise, all seem to be well, Nash was at the moment preoccupied with his own
future and feeling increasingly restless (286).
However, the lovely Nash does not likely exist for such a long time as soon as
Nash starts to undergo a strange and horrible metamorphosis. Things start happening
fast. Alicia later compares Nash’s disintegration to that of man who is conversing
quite normally at a dinner party, suddenly starts arguing loudly, and finally has allout temper tantrum. He starts to be paranoid. Since returning from their European
holiday, her starry-eyed view of the new life has given way to a darker more somber
perspective. Nash soon claims that foreign governments are communicating with him
through The New York Times, and turns down a prestigious post at the University of
Chicago because, he said, he was about to become the Emperor of Antarctica. Being
bumped to this sort of condition made Alicia feel cut off and isolated as they have
moved out to West Medford, a small industrial city north of Cambridge. Her goal of
establishing a career seems more distant than ever. Her feelings about her pregnancy
are ambivalent, and her initial hopes that it would draw her and Nash closer are
disappointed. Her husband has become, if anything, more cold and distant.
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As the weather turned colder and the days shorter, she felt more and more
dispirited, anxious, and alone-so much so that she was thinking of consulting
a psychiatrist. “It was like a tornado, you want to hang on to what you have.
You don’t want to see everything go. (303)
At this time, the spouse suffers the onset crisis of marriage, it happens
because they don’t feel the same feeling anymore. This arouses the conflict. As it is
stated by Bowman (1954: 217), that there will be some problems that bring conflict,
moreover if there is a difference between reality and expectations. It looks unfair for
Alicia when she has begun to acknowledge her pregnancy wholeheartedly, the
husband does not treat her as she has expected. As an ordinary woman, that would
be easy for her to be burnt into tears and being spoilt but she prefers hiding her upset
instead. At first, she thought that Nash was unduly worried about the impending
tenure decision. And she also suspected that the prospect of a baby, with all the new
responsibilities that implied, was another source of pressure. By New Year’s Day,
the day she turns twenty six, Alicia is finally sure that something is wrong. Nash’s
behavior has become more and more peculiar. He is easily become irritable and
hypersensitive one minute, early withdrawn the next. He complains that he know
something is going on and that he is being bugged and he is staying up nights writing
stranger letters to the United Nations. One night, after he had painted black spots all
over their bedroom wall, Alicia made him sleep on the living room couch.
Alicia is so patient in dealing with Nash. She is initially more worried about
Nash and their future together than about any physical threats to herself. It happens
once Nash returned from classes and he threatened to hit Alicia because of nothing.
He also starts to threaten to take all of his savings out of the bank and move to
Europe. Nash felt being claimed that foreign government were communicating with
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him and he was about to become the Emperor of Antarctica disguised as Pope John
XXIII.
Nash has some idea of founding an international organization. And he began
to stay up, night after night, long after she had gone to bed, writing. In the
morning, his desk would be covered with sheets of paper covered in blue,
green, and black ink. They were addressed not just to the U.N. but to various
foreign ambassadors, the pope, even the FBI. (303)
Alicia shows her loyalty to watch over Nash by resigning her job at Technical
Operations- a work that she had been dreaming for years- and taking one at
Computer Center on Campus so that she can be stick very close to Nash and to keep
him more all the time rather than to herself. “I didn’t want the bad things to get out”
(304). Apparently, what Alicia did focuses only about John’s intellect and not
because of a true love feeling. Alicia wants to save his career and preserve his
intellect and it is her interest to keep Nash intact. She is considered extremely tough.
Alicia rejected the notion of shock treatment. “She was very concerned with
preserving his genius,” Emma stated in 1997. “She wasn’t going to force
anything on him. She also wanted there to be nothing that would interfere
with his brain. No drugs. No shock treatment. (305)
Nevertheless, out of that proof, Alicia wants to preserve Nash’s joy that is the
gratification of his intellect. She tries to safe Nash’s happiness of that. It makes her
do all things to keep Nash’s career so that by the time Nash is healed, he can
continue his work and his true life. It is also referred Alicia’s belief that someday
something will turn into best for John and it will be happening. Meanwhile, Alicia’s
full attention makes John fed up. He feels isolated with it. His put his contrary
feeling to his Sister Martha in the letter.
She complained to Martha about his boredom. Nash wrote, “Since she has
become pregnant Alicia does not like to go out. She enjoys TV and movie
magazines, these things tend to bore me. The level is too low.” (306)
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It is shown how unhealthy the marriage relation they have now. They fail to
remedy their conflict. As Schwarz (1956: 234) categorizes some points to avoid and
cure conflict in family such as: respect one another, listening with care to another,
accept fact that no one can be fully understood by another, avoid over-expectations
and allow for failure in ourselves and others, communicate on feeling, asset needs
calmly, avoid sending accusing message, allow the responsibility owning feeling,
and respect the other’s assertiveness. They visibly cannot fulfill them. Alicia has
tried to sacrifice all but Nash doesn’t respect it. Actually, Alicia feels afraid to act
further as she knows Nash is mentally sick and true to her heart she doesn’t wasn’t to
leave him. She still shows to everyone that all fine by her. “I was interviewed at
Lincolcn Labs about Alicia. I was asked whether she was afraid of her husband, but
she wasn’t. He was just very sick” (306). On the contrary, Alicia is unconsciously
afraid though she manages to hide her fear from almost everyone.
Paul Cohen, however, recalled that “She was afraid of him”. “Something had
happened in the middle of the night and she had to save herself and the
child.” It was fear for her own safety…(306)
Nash was finally committed to Mc. Lean and Alicia delivered the baby on
May 20, 1959 without the guidance of the husband. Alicia struggles to care for the
baby and to cope with her husband, finding both overwhelming. She desperately
wants to return to the United States and continues, as best she can, to obtain the help
of the American authorities.
Alicia, meanwhile, was looking for work and had enlisted among others.
Alicia was apparently considering staying in Washington, presumably so that
her parents could help her with the baby. Odette urged her to move to
Princeton. Nash was also in favor. Alicia thought that her husband would
benefit from being around other mathematicians again and hoped that he
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would be able to find work in Princeton. The upshot was that Alicia turned
down the offers to work in New York City and instead took a position with…
(348)
From the quotation above, it is evidently seen that Alicia somehow cannot
bear her burden anymore. Her downhearted feeling has appeared. However, she still
insists to be tough, loyal, and she believes something will be better someday. At this
point, she starts to posses the balance of rationality within her belief that her husband
can be cured anyhow. One of their colleagues stated the situation of Nash’s
beginning of odd behavior. During the party held by the Danskins, Jean-Pierre
Cauvin, a graduate student in French at Princeton, remembers John Nash very
vividly.
He had a kind of childlike air and disposition, a gentleness, this very
vulnerable quality, a kind of helplessness. It blew my mind that someone who
gave this appearance of being so simple could be a genius. He was subdued
and rather passive. He always spoke very softly and in a monotone. I don’t
recall him ever initiating a conversation. He would respond to a question or
remark after a little momentary hesitation. Alicia was very attentive to him.
Nash started to behave oddly again such as he wrote all sorts of letters to
people and made a great many telephone calls using fictitious names. (348)
Nash’s bizarre behavior influences Alicia’s stability. Embracing an unhealthy
condition of marriage suffers one party of the spouse in fact and it triggers imbalance
feeling of Alicia. She is beside herself. She has become quite depressed. Members of
the folk-dancing group remember her sad expression, her showing them pictures of
her baby, and her sadness at being separated from her son.
She began seeing a psychiatrist at the Princeton hospital who later urged her
to have her husband hospitalized, against his will if necessary. Odette
recalled, in 1995: “ it was awful that such a strong and ha ndsome man should
be locked up.(352)
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Demonstrating her loyalty to his husband, Alicia has some guilt trips by
following the husband wanders and leaving her baby to her mom. She talked it over,
back and forth. The doctors advised her things here and there but she did not
understand. It is very painful for her as she realized that Nash will be suffering under
the treatment. Next, she tur ned to Virginia and Martha to commit Nash again. The
three women have agreed among themselves that there was no other way. He would
have to go. Alicia visited Nash every week. It shows how attentive and faithful she is
when his husband is within the solitude in the hospital. Once he was allowed out on
passes, she took him to her folk-dancing group and out to Swift’s Colonial Diner. It
was the highlight of Nash’s week. Nash and Alicia are living together once more, but
not especially happily. The turbulence of the two previous years has produced an
accumulation of hurts and resentments, and the resulting coldness lingers and gets
worse by new conflicts over money, child-rearing, and other issues of daily living.
None of this is made easier by the fact that Nash’s in –laws now lived with them,
though they try to hide the problem inside their hearts.
They tried to make the best of it. Nash attempted to care of his son, picking
him up at the nursery school and the like. They also socialized with their
friends (364).
The couple shares a house at 137 Spruce Street. It was a great help that Mrs.
Larde cared for Johnny while Alicia went to work, but living together created
another layer of strain, especially of Alicia. She felt unsteady in bearing Nash’s
behavior which became worst. Nash was still pretty disoriented. It is apparent that he
is not able to talk about anything else but his obsession. In spite of her big love she is
put off. Here, their marriage existence is tested.
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When Nash returned to Princeton at the end of summer 1962, he was
extremely ill. Alicia let him move back in. he spent much of the fall at home
with John Charles watching science-fiction programs on televisions. He was
writing a great many letters and making many phone calls to the
mathematicians in Princeton and elsewhere. He was still obsessed with the
idea of asylum. (371)
However, Nash had not given up the idea of returning to France. Upon his
release, Nash abruptly resigned from M.I.T., withdrew his pension fund, he was
going to wander from country to country, attempting to renounce his American
citizenship and be declared a refugee. He saw himself a secret messenger of God and
the focus of an international communist conspiracy. He didn’t suggest that Alicia go
with him to France, and this time Alicia did not try to dissuade him. Nor did she offer
to go. It is clear that, by some mutual and unspoken agreement, the marriage is over
and they are going to go their separate ways.
Being exhausted and dispirited by the three years of turmoil and convinced
that Nash’s condition was more or less hopeless, Alicia consulted an attorney and
institute divorce proceedings. She feels that she had married someone who she
thought could look after her but couldn’t, who resented her bitterly, and who accused
her of having malevolent intentions. To Martha and Virginia she writes that being
married is helping to create Nash’s problems and that she feels that being freed from
the marriage would be better for him as well. Alicia’s attorney, Frank L. Scott, a
genial Princeton divorce lawyer with an office on Nassau Street filled for a divorce
the day after Christmas 1962. Alicia had given the formal go-ahead in the deposition
a week earlier. According to the petition, Nash was still living with her at 137 Spruce
Street. Alicia, meanwhile, temporarily rented a separate apartment on Vandevenrter
Street.
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The judgment was rendered without a trial, granting a divorce and awarding
Alicia custody of John Charles on May 1, 1963. Final Judgment was rendered
August 2, 1963. (375)
There is no evidence that Nash was opposed to the divorce. The Danskins, for
example, maintained that Nash and Alicia never stopped sleeping together-Nash‘s
animosity toward Alicia was no doubt very real. He blames Alicia for engineering
his hospitalizations, he has threatened to divorce her while at Mc. Lean and probably
afterward as well, and he has made plans to live in France without her. It is Alicia
who, despite the impending divorce, feels responsible for Nash, and therefore has to
face the decision. It takes great deal of courage, as anyone who has had to make such
a decision knows. As one psychiatrist at Carrier said, “Commitments always created
terrible conflicts in the family and it was very hard to find somebody who wanted to
take the responsibility” (376). Alicia is likely everyone else around Nash, abhorrers
the idea of involuntary commitment. She fears that treatment, besides being uncertain
of success, carries the risks of irreparable harm. But she also knows that Nash is on
disastrous course and is convinced that failure to act will almost certainly lead to
further deterioration. She is prepared to try something new. She recognizes that the
most prestigious hospitals are unaffordable and Carrier meets her needs by giving a
flat fee. Besides, it is important to Alicia that Nash be close by, so that she and his
old acquaintances at Princeton could visit him. Alicia visited regularly, as did a
number of others from Princeton, among them Spencer, Tucker, and the Borels
(378). Her continuous attention has essentially proven her love to Nash. Though she
has been divorced but she keeps visiting Nash and serving her best for his needs.
Alicia’s faithfulness is presented in the way she never puts her eyes away from Nash
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and all the responsibility she posses towards Nash though she should not have
burdened after their divorce.
In many cases, love needs patience. It can test one’s loyalty toward his love
by a temporary separation. Being away from the beloved for some people including
Alicia may cause desperation. Within this moment, she feels his life empty because
she misses togetherness among them and is afraid of losing them. Moreover, she is
having difficulties at her job and finds her son hard to handle. But when her mother
took John Charles to El Salvador for several months that winter, she missed him
terribly. Nash tries to be sympathetic, writing in March that “Alicia is seeing
psychiatrist. She is very depressed. She is crying” (381). Different from Alicia, being
away from her opens John’s mind to take some values of Alicia’s presence in his
heart. These remembrances arouse the romance in the togetherness with Alicia and
John Charles. This moment of introspection and separation with Alicia give John the
best times to think about the continuation of their love relationship. Love sometimes
takes times for a temporary separation. During this period, both lovers may find it as
a suffering moment of loneliness or as a precious moment to remind them of the
togetherness values. It depends on their patience and on the way the deal with the
situation. The more patient and positive they deal with it, the more values they will
get. Thus, Alicia’s patience can be denied anymore. Living alone without Nash and
being a single parent for her son does not take her account of love to Nash. She
always tries to remain positively for all happening to her. It results to something
positive then, when Nash starts to feel more in love to Alicia during his seclusion. He
feels that whatsoever the problem he cannot lose Alicia.
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Locking in the solitary commitment of his treatment, Nash wrote letter to
Martha saying that Sunday was “a sad day” because Alicia had to work overtime and
couldn’t come to take him out. It shows that true to his heart, Nash still misses Alicia
and he keeps maintaining his love feeling to his ex-wife. A week later, upbeat again,
he wrote that he was thinking of buying a car and that there were “good prospects for
reconciliation” with Alicia. There is no evidence to show that Nash ever came close
to acting on this thought. But he is certainly depressed. His hope for reconciliation
with Alicia, for example, proves overly optimistic. Alicia insisted that Nash live
apart from her and Johnny (as John Charles was now called), so, instead of moving
back to Spruce Street, Nash found himself in rented room at 142 Mercer Street, a few
doors down from the house occupied by Einstein during his Princeton years. Nash
stays out of sight at the Institute. Few of that year’s visitors recalled seeing him there.
He complained in the fall of “feeling lonely.” He and Alicia still attended parties
together, but she resisted any idea of resuming their marriage.
He continued to hope for reconciliation; he and Alicia continued to socialize
as a couple. Nash seemed, as the fall unfolded, to be in far better shape than
he had been during his previous interlude at the Institute.
But when Nash was back to Boston, he was terribly lonely. He missed Alicia
and John Charles. (381)
Alicia, who continues gently to discourage any possibility of reconciliation, is
encouraging him to find some female companionship. She just wants to deny herself
that if she cannot make Nash happy if Nash goes back. She is afraid of making
similar possessive mistakes. Out of that feeling, she lets Nash find another woman.
Nash wrote to Martha : “Alicia doesn’t leave much hope” (390). Being upset to
Alicia’s reaction, In January, Nash was making awkward inquiries about dating. He
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thought of inviting someone but it didn’t work well. He felt inconvenience. He wrote
to Martha to express his feeling towards his new date: “She’s a good
conversationalist, but she isn’t pretty really” (391). On the contrary, he had been
thinking a great deal of Alicia. “I was very fond of her,” he wrote to his mom,
Virginia (390). From this fact, Nash is failed to fulfill Alicia’s quest to approach
another woman since he cannot erase Alicia from his mind. Away from his
destructive mind, love doest still exist in his heart. From his expectation, he reveals
his real feeling for Alicia. He is still in love with her. He will do everything to be
able to get her back and saves his marriage. “I think I’ll develop some good friends
and I’ll get remarried if not to Alicia and then I’ll have a family life” (393).
Alicia’s beauty and vulnerability, a mix made even stronger because of her
history of personal tragedy, makes it likely that someone would fall in love with her.
John Coleman Moore, a professor of Mathematics, becomes Alicia’s regular escort at
a Princeton dinner parties, concerts, and the like. The friendship, born out of shared
experiences and mutual sympathy, blossoms into romance. Whether it is a great love
match, as her marriage to Nash has been, isn’t clear. Moore, for all his charm and
kindness, had little of the sort of charisma that had attracted Alicia so wildly to Nash.
She yearned for someone who could take care of her, though. And for some time it
appeared that they would marry. Her hope of marrying Moore came to nothing as he
backed away, finding the prospect of taking on a stepson as well as a wife “too
much”. Then, Alicia was alone again.
For Alicia, love becomes an inspiration and spirit to live. At least with their
presence, she can feel that she still has love to express to them. In fact, in 1970 Alicia
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had shown her changing of heart. She felt John’s repeated hospitalizations had been a
mistake and promised never to commit him again. “I didn¹t think he should just be
hospitalized in an institution and left there. And I just felt it was best for him to be on
the outside,” Alicia said (418). When Alicia offers to let Nash live with her, she is
moved by pity, loyalty, and the realization that no one else on earth would take him
in. His mother is dead and his sister is unable to accept the burden. Alicia is,
divorced or no, his wife. She takes him back not as her husband but as somebody
who needs help and nobody else will have him. Giving him shelter, meals and also
protection made a tremendous difference in his well-being. Whatever her
reservations about living with her mentally ill ex-husband, the y play no role in her
thinking. She is simply prepared to turn her back on him. Alicia is also moved by the
conviction that she has something more to offer Nash than physical shelter. She
believes, perhaps somewhat wishfully, that living in an academic community among
his own kind, without the threat of further hospitalization, would help him get well.
She takes Nash’s own assessment of his needs-for safety, freedom, and friendshipliterally. Alicia has argued that hospitalization is unnecessary and harmful.
“Much of his past hospitalization I now feel was a mistake and had no
beneficial permanent effects, rather than opposite. If he is to make a lasting
adjustment, I think this has to be done under normal conditions.”(419)
In 1968, Alicia had attributed her change of heart not just to the fact that Nash
had relapsed despite aggressive treatment but, more important, to her experiences
since her divorce, which gave her new insight into Nash’s plight. She wrote to
Martha, “I feel that now understand his difficulties much better than I ever did in the
past, having experienced some of his type of problem personally” (420). Like many
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of those who try to help Nash, Alicia is moved by a very personal and direct
identification with his suffering.
Ideally, they are searching for happiness in an intimacy. Moments to share are
not only happy moments. When facing difficulties, as a social creature, a man needs
the presence of others, especially the one he loves most to release the loneliness, to
feel the same suffering, to help him to cope with the problem, and to bear sadness. It
happens to Alicia when she has to cope with Johnny’s problem. As Alicia and John
are getting to know each other well; they are simultaneously involved in an
interaction by adjusting to one another. Love appears during their moments of
sharing happiness and sadness together to search for a mutual positive relationship.
At the time that Nash left Princeton, Alicia was still working at RCA. Her
mother, who moved in with her after the death of her husband, kept the house and
helped take care of Johnny, who had grown into an extremely bright and altogether
adorable boy, tall, sweet-faced, and still very blond. Things started to unravel when
Alicia suddenly lost her job at RCA. Alicia, who was frequently absent, often late, or
simply too depressed when she was at work to be effective, was particularly
vulnerable. She found another job fairly quickly, but it didn’t last. Nasar reveals that
Alicia cannot seem to get on her feet again. Alicia is determined to get a job that
matches her educational credentials, but few aerospace companies are hiring female
engineers in that era, and Alicia is turned down for more than thirty such positions.
“There were times when I was going to interviews every day all day, but I never got
any offers. It was very depressing” (421). Things get so bad after her unemployment
benefits run out that she is forced to go on welfare and to use food stamps.
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Alicia and her mother were forced to give up the nice house they were
sharing. They had to rent a tiny house in Princeton which was in poor repair, but
cheap and convenient for commuting. Johnny, who was twelve by this time, was
extremely unhappy over having to leave his school and friends. But Alicia had little
choice. Nash moved to the Junction with her, contributing some of his small income
from the trust left by Virginia to pay the rent and household expenses. Nasar
emphasizes that Nash has turned to help Alicia’s burden by spending a fair amount
of time with Johnny, sometimes helping him with his homework or playing chess
with him. The key for Alicia and John’s love relationship is John Charles. It has been
John Charles that brings Alicia and Nash into intensive interactions. One’s love for a
particular object works in inviting others to feel the comfort of the intimacy and to
join in the harmony of the unity. Hence, Johnny’s presence between them really
opens Alicia and Nash’s eyes that they need to stand up together and conquer all the
boundaries they have.
Nash is very withdrawn, very quiet, as Odette recalled “He was not a
troublemaker” (422). Alicia is a proud woman, always sensitive to appearances: her
loyalty and compassion outweigh her concern for what others might think. She is
patient. She bites her tongue. She makes very few demands on Nash. Looking back,
her gentle manner probably plays a substantial role in his recovery. She understands
if she has threatened to pressure Nash, she very well might have wound him on the
street. Alicia is a thoroughly honest person.
She says the role she has played in protecting Nash simply, “sometimes yo u
don’t plan things. They just turn out that way.” She does see that it helped
him.”Did the way he has treated help him to get better? Oh, I think so. He had
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his room and board; his basic needs take care of, and not too much pressure.
That’s what you need: being taken care of and not too much pressure. (422)
Alicia, Princeton and John’s family and friends stand by him. They give him
love and provided a familiar environment. Then, doing what so few people have ever
been able to do, John Forbes Nash, Jr. decides he has had enough to be recovered.
...Then gradually I began to intellectually reject some of the delusionally
influenced lines of thinking which had been characteristic of my orientation.
This began, most recognizably, with the rejection of politically-oriented
thinking as essentially a hopeless waste of intellectual effort. (423)
The contribution of his wife Alicia is quite significant. She supports him
during his delusional phase and sees how membership, no matter how humble, in the
Princeton community helping Nash to get better. Alicia also works, rather
courageously, as a computer programmer in male-dominated companies to support
herself, John, and their son.
In 1973, Alicia’s circumstances started to improved. Nash had recovered and
she got a programming job at Con Edison in New York City, where her old college
friend Joyce David was working. It isn’t easy she has to get up early in the morning
to commute from Princeton and comes home well past eight every evening. She
often feels frustrated by the work itself and she feels that her brains and educatio n
aren’t being sufficiently recognized. But now that she is making a good salary again,
she is able to enroll Johnny in the Peddie School, a private preparatory school.
Johnny, who has become moody and difficult at home, is nonetheless an excellent
student. Nash always assisted him at home.
“John talked to Johnny a lot about Mathematics when he was growing up, if
his father hadn’t been a mathematician, Johnny would have been a doctor or
lawyer.”(423)
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But then the thing happened to Johnny, he was hospitalized at Carrier at his
mother’s initiative, he had been truant for nearly a year. He had dropped all of his old
friends. For mo nths, he had refused to leave his room. When his mother and granny
tried to interfere, he lashed out at them. He had begun reading the Bible obsessively
and talking about redemption and damnation.
It is not immediately obvious to Alicia or her mother that Johnny’s troubling
behavior was anything more than an outburst of adolescent rebellion. When Alicia
tried to get him into treatment, he ran away. He stayed away for weeks and Alicia
had to go to the police for help in tracking him down and bringing him back. And
then, when her son is in Carrier, Alicia learns that the thing she most dreaded, has
dreaded all along, is true. Her brilliant son is suffering from the same illness as his
father. This new coming problem strengthens Alicia more and more. Like Virginia
Nash a decade earlier, she treats her despairs as her private sorrow.
She tried to cope with Johnny’s refusal to take medication, his constant
running away, his periodic need for hospitalization, and the terrible drain on
her slender resources without giving in to her own depression. “You sacrifice
so much, you put so much into it, and then it all goes,” her friend, Gaby,
recalled. (424)
It is nice that Gaby accompanies Alicia on visits to Carrier, and later to
Trenton Psychiatric, talks with her on the telephone, and invites the Nashes to dinner.
Alicia can feel the support as the trouble with Johnny overwhelmed her. Further,
dealing with Johnny’s illness fortifies the fact that Alicia is so faithful not only
towards her husband but also her son. It is supported also by Gaby’s opinion.
Gaby’s tribute to Alicia’s stoicisms holds true to this day: “At first, you
cannot tell anything about her. You do not realize who she is. She has put a
sort of shield around herself. But she is a very brave and faithful woman.”
(424).
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Now, the Nashes still live in the Insulbrick house. The few friends they see
regularly are pretty much the people they have been seeing for some years. Their
daily routines have changed less than a living and caring for Johnny. Alicia takes the
train to New Jersey every day. Nash, who no longer drives, rides into town, eats
lunch at the Institute, and spends the afternoons in the library or, on rare occasions,
in his new office. Very often, when Johnny is not in the hospital or on the road, he
takes Johnny with him.
They get their happily life back; the brilliant young men that are retiring or
dying, the children are middle aged, and the slender beauty, his wife, is now a mature
woman in her sixties. Nash admits that he has supported a bad influence to the
Johnny’s severe illness. Watching over Johnny is now Nash’s main task in life. Nash
is his caretaker. Nash takes it for granted that his son is his responsibility. As Nash
said on one occasion, “Of course I’ve been a bad example”. “M y time of delusional
thinking is, presumably, in the past, but my son’s time of it is right now” (475). They
get up in the morning together after Alicia has gone to work. They eat breakfast
together. Nash takes him to the library, to the institute, to Fine Hall. On Monday
evenings they all attend family therapy together. Nash has tried to get his son
interested in the computer and plays computer chess with him.
Living with Johnny is both tremendous strain and bliss on Nash and Alicia.
Johnny draws Nash and Alicia together and tears them apart. There are deep conflicts
still, they blame each other for Johnny’s misbehavior-when he destroys things in the
house, attacks them, acts inappropriately in public. Bowman (1954: 217) holds the
idea that conflict is something which may happen in marriage. And this happens to
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Alicia and Nash again even though they seemingly have got back their romance. To
deal with the situation, the important thing is how the spouse manages their conflict.
The individuals need communication of their thought and feeling. Nash feels that
Alicia expects him to be the bad cop, a role he is not happy with, while she is the soft
one. But they rely on each other. They agreed every day on what one or the other
should do. Bowman also stated that conflict could be either negative or positive due
to how a couple responds to it. In this case, it needs a personal maturity that enables
to face strong emotion and to look at self a new and possible change. Conflicts,
therefore, can improve love relationship between husband and wife. In advance,
conflict about Johnny has improved Alicia and Nash’s love into a superb love. They
become to understand each other dealing with all Johnny’s need. They also agree
when it is time to hospitalize him again. Nash is more judgmental and apt to hold
Johnny responsible for his illness (476).When it is time to go the pharmacy for
Johnny, Nash accompanies Alicia. When it is time to attend an open house at the
outpatient program where John is sometimes enrolled, Nash si there and on time.
Doing so, Alicia sees this and feels supported by him. She feels that she cannot
manage it without him. Meaning so that they need each other in life.
Marriage is easily the most mysterious of human relationship s. Attachments
that seem superficial can become surprisingly deep and lasting such as the bond
between Nash and Alicia. In retrospect, one feels that this is not an accidental
pairing, that these two people needed each other. Strong- minded, pragmatic, and
independent as she is, Alicia’s girlish passion has survived the disillusionments,
hardships and disappointments. She takes Nash clothes shopping. She frets, when he
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travels. When his ankle swells from a sprain, she leaves a dinner party and sits with
him for four hours in the emergency room. More telling, she looks at an old
photograph of him in bathing trunks at a poolside in California and says with a
giggle, “Aren’t his legs beautiful?”(477).
He, meanwhile, sets his clock by her. Stubborn, reserved, self-centered, and
jealous of his time (and money) as he is, Nash does nothing without consulting Alicia
first, defers to her wishes, and tries to help her, whether it is by washing the dishes,
straightening out a problem at the bank, or going with her to family therapy every
Monday night. She is the one whom he faithfully reports the day’s event s, whom he
runs into, what the lecture is about, what he eats for lunch. They argue about money,
the housework, Johnny, social engagements, but he has committed himself to making
her life easier and more joyful. Nash is trying to be sensitive and accommodating.
He said, self-critically, “ I know I have social faults and I make Alicia very
angry when she is saying something that I can anticipate before she’s finished
and then I start saying something as if what she’s saying is not an
importance.” Alicia responds by paying attention, by taking in what he
means. (478)
Much of the renewal of their marriage has taken place since the Nobel. There
is now a sense of reciprocity. Nash feels that he has more to offer the people in his
life, and has made those close to him, especially Alicia. He also feels that he has
more to give. This has become self-reinforcing. At one time, before the Nobel, Alicia
referred to Nash as her ‘boarder’ and they lived essentially like two distantly related
individuals under the same roof.
Now there is even some discussion of remarrying although in what was
perhaps an assertion of Nash’s old insistence on “rationality”, they gave the
idea up as impractical, as so many older couples have in light of the attendant
tax and social security penalties. (479)
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The illustration above depicts that actually they want to get married again
although they have been living together. Love ultimately demands a commitment and
the unity in a marriage is one of the realizations of this commitment. However, a
certificate is not of real importance for them since they are real couple again. They
have found their comfort each other. Love unites people in many ways.
Within their complex relationship and marriage, Nash and Alicia have
experienced all kinds of love which proposed by Pines (1999: 25) that there are four
kinds of love in western tradition namely sex, eros, philia, and agape. They feel sex
when they are attracting each other due to their sexual appeals. They have lust, or we
call it as sexual desire, and they just express their pleasure in a playful love. It
happens in their first year of relationship. After they ge t married, they start to
experience a romantic love or eros. Here they continue the sex phase in which they
don’t concern on needs anymore but they concern more on desires to live together.
The drive of eros leads them to enter a marriage institution and to procreate their
kids. After the divorce, Alicia senses philia phase towards John Nash when he is
lonely and nobody is willing to help him through his sickness. In this phase, love is
purely to give and Alicia accepts love as “brotherly love”. She gives a person she
loves without considering on having response from that person. Next, when they
reconcile their relation. At last they achieve the agape. From that moment, they
always take care of the person they love, give the first priority to be pleasure and
respect for everything they do, and they give love in the form of affection without
asking the rewards. Those acts have defined their unconditional love, or in this study,
the writer refers as a true love.
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Generally, true love which is expressed sincerely to the beloved will make
him or her happy and be grateful for it. In return, he or she is willing to give love
even in a more than he or she gets. By this interaction, the two parties unite in a
relationship. It is not easy to maintain a long- lasting relationship since it can be
easily broken up by jealously, seduction, suspicion, and miscommunication.
Therefore, couples who are able to fight against those problems deserve to receive
salutation and support to keep their relationship.
After the long way and difficult love phases Alicia and Nash step into, they
have eventually found their healthy love. This love will be realized in their second
marriage which requires more dedication, patience, and the acceptance of long-range
responsibilities that are often crushing in their intensity. It is well-adjusted as
Hauck’s proposal (1983: 9) mentioning that healthy love requires that you give to
another all he or she needs, not all he or she wants. What we need is physical
satisfaction and a roof over our heads. But there also are other kinds of needs-the
need to be firm with others, the need to face challenges, the need to be tested by
adversity, the need to take risks, and the need to face life with our own resources. In
this respects, Alicia and Nash have found their each role in living their true life.
Moreover, they also truly understand that no problem will go away from them. The
essence is that they have to overcome it together. A further cause for many frictions
between partners is that they do not realize that maintaining a married is simply one
of the most difficult of all normal human endeavors (Hauck 9).
Within the epilogue of this novel, the author wants to portray the enchanted
second wedding of Alicia and Nash. The festive scene at the turn-of-the-century
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frame house opposite the train station might have been that of a golden wedding
anniversary: the handsome older couple posing for pictures with family and friends,
the basket of pale yellow roses, the 1950s photo of the bride and groom on display
for the occasion. In fact, John and Alicia Nash are about to say “ I do” for the second
time, after a nearly forty-year gap in their marriage. For them it is yet another step-“a
big step,” according to John- in piecing together lives cruelly shattered by
schizophrenia. “The divorce shouldn’t have happened,” he told me. “We saw this as
a kind of retraction of that.” Alicia said simply,” we thought it would be good idea.
After all, we’ve been together most of our live (483).
One of the striking points from this biography novel is any concern with a
religious and spiritual life reflected in Alicia’s love and faithfulness. If there is a
spirituality that emerges from this story, it concerns relationships with human beings
rather than with a transcendent being. The love and concern express towards Nash by
his family, colleagues and especially his wife, Alicia, are an expression of kindness
in the face of pain and suffering. The patience and the continuing acceptance of Nash
for the man they have seen, enable him to make a remarkable return to mental health.
The true love presented by Alicia is expressed in the apostle Paul’s first epistle to the
Corinthians, chapter 13, verses 4-7, ‘love is patient and kind; it is not jealous or
conceited or proud; love is not ill- mannered or selfish or irritable love does not keep
a record of wrongs love is not happy with evil; but is happy with the truth. Love
never gives up; and its faith, hope, and patience never fail.’ In this respect, Alicia has
proven all of his heart, thought, and feeling accumulated in her love upon both Nash
and Johnny during all the conflict, problem, and misery for more than half of her
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lifetime. Additionally, she does not care and count the benefits she will get by all
things she has done to her family, especially the husband and the son. Meaning to
say, that is the pure true love.
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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION S , SUGGESTION S AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This last chapter is divided into three parts. The first part is about the
conclusion of the whole analysis. The second part presents some suggestions for the
future researchers who will discuss their thesis concerning Sylvia Nasar’s novel, A
Beautiful Mind. The last part deals with the recommendation for teachers who will
use this novel in teaching learning processes. At this point, the writer gives the
implementation of teaching Public Speaking 1 by using a part of Sylvia Nasar’s A
Beautiful Mind.

A. Conclus ions
Based on the analysis in chapter four, this study comes to the findings. There
are three points to conclude the analysis in the previous chapter. Firstly, it describes
the characteristics of John Nash and Alicia as presented by Sylvia Nasar in A
Beautiful Mind. Second ly, it deals with the motives triggering the love feeling
between Nash and Alicia and lastly is about the significance of their love proving
Alicia’s true love and faithfulness. Additionally, some theories namely the theory of
characteriza tion, theory of motivation, love and marriage have assisted the analysis
in this study.
The characteristics of John Nash and Alicia can be seen from the personal
description, character seen by others, speech, thought, direct comment, and reaction.
Nash and Alicia are categorized as major characters in the story as they possess a full
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intention and attention in this story. They are also classified as round characters
because their characters change along with the love conflicts happen in this story.
Based on the analysis, John Nash young is portrayed as an introvert,
indifferent, flamboyant, arrogance, eccentric, and irresponsible towards his deeds.
These characteristics are profoundly shown during his childhood until his adolescent.
Despite his negative personalities, Nash is also depicted as a determined boy in
pursuing his ambition, genius and brilliant young mathematicians. Within his illness,
his obvious personalities are weird, more introvert, and becomes rude as he
transformed to be a frightening figure for his surroundings especially his wife,
Alicia. However, soon after he recovers from his illness, he develops his positive
personalities into attentive, patient, more responsible to his family.
Meanwhile, Alicia Nash is described as a charming, beautiful and intelligent
woman. She is also very determined and thoughtful in chasing her ambition, career,
and love life. Embracing her relationship with John Nash, she is figured as a loyal,
faithful, patient and tough wife. Likewise the time she has to cope with his husband’s
odd attitude while suffering an acute schizophrenia. She shows how to struggle and
defend from the conflict with the power of love though sometimes she appears to be
distressed, downhearted, and hidden her hard sadness feeling resulted in their
divorce. However, she finally can conquer her doubtful. She refuses to give up and
keeps believing that what all she has done are appropriate and meaningful.
The emergence of love between Nash and Alicia begins with the
opportunities of some circumstance which bring them to meet and to interest as their
first meeting in an academic surrounding in a Calculus class. Some more factors such
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as physical, physiological, and also complementary needs between Nash and Alicia
are significant in stimulating the ir emotions and awareness of their life’s values. The
physical factor is shown through their interests of each physical attraction. They
impress and complement each other. Here the love arises and they start to
acknowledge their beauty of personalities. As they become closer, they share more
than attraction. They also share several similarities. The similarities such as close to
the mothers, intellectual achievement, and similar idea of living in a supreme
academically status have led their expectation to the marriage. In brief, the
association of the basic needs has driven their chemistry of love to live together as a
husband and wife.
Indeed, their extraordinary experiences in coping with the feeling of love and
marvelous struggle in maintaining this relationship show how significant the love
between them is. The attack of the schizophrenia has troubled the marriage. The
conflicts happen time after time and influence their marriage life until they get
divorced. But Alicia eventually can prove her loyalty and faithfulness towards his
husband, Nash. Her never-ending supports to him has resulted a best fruit. John Nash
is recovered and they find out the significant key of their marriage is their son, John
Charles, who later suffers the schizophrenia as well. Although the conflict does not
stop when they have to handle John Charles, they have committed to live in a healthy
marriage.
In conclusion, the peak of this story is when they agree to unite their love
again and bring their life in the genuine of true love. The re-marriage process will
additionally make up the story. Within this process they have to pass a long journey
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against time, mental- illness circumstances, and distance. The best as well as the last
paragraph of this part is showing some points indicating the significance of love for
Alicia and John Nash are parallel to their stages of relationship.

B. Suggestions
This second section deals with the future researchers who are interested in
literary work especially those who want to engage more to novels. A Beautiful Mind
is an interesting novel to read and analyze because it depicts the struggle of life
within the devastating illness. Within the struggle, we can obtain lots of values such
as loyalty, faithfulness, love, friendship, determination, social aspects, and many
more that surely benefit not only the characters of the story but also the readers of the
novel.
Love, one of the values of the novel, is proved to be a meaningful emotion.
This also implies that the drives of love can influence someone’s personality. Thus,
for the future researchers, who intends to write further study about character and
personality, I suggest them to find or identify the characters development of John
Nash or Alicia Nash as the main characters in the nove l in this thesis study.
Precisely, the future researchers may investigate the influence of love upon Alicia’s
or John Nash’s character development.
The other issue like an analysis of the feminism aspect is also convenient to
be analyzed. This is to emphasize more the meaning of true love for Alicia.
Hopefully, this suggestion can be used for those who are interested in analyzing
Sylvia Nasar’s A Beautiful Mind.
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C. Recommendations
This section concerns with the writer’s recommendations for lectures to use
literary work in the English language teaching learning process. Literature is one of
teaching tools. There are some advantages that can support teaching learning
activities by using literature. In the other words, it means that by reading literature
we are not only developing our reading ability through that literary work, or just
getting a pleasure of it, but also developing our knowledge about the content of the
literature that we read, such as can learn other cultures, or learn any psychology
aspects revealing in that work. McKay in the book of Brumfit and Carter (1986: 191)
also mentions that teacher should consider using literature in teaching language. He
states that vocabulary expansion is dealt with by attention toward forms and common
expression. Therefore, by reading literature, we also can explore our vocabulary
mastery and also about grammar.
Novel as a literary text provides some valuable sources for improving and
developing students’ English mastery. Lado (1964: 149) in his Language Teaching
says that there can be no real learning of a language without understanding
something of the patterns and values of the culture of which it is apart. From literary
text, we can obtain much information about social, cultural, psychological, and also
historical. The study of the novel can also become a means in exposing the real
English usage while enjoying the story and learning the values.
A Beautiful Mind tells about the value of true love, love between a man and a
woman. Love has been found to be interesting and it is an endless topic to be
discussed by anyone. The use of love as the source of the teaching and learning
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activities is effective since this issue is a common part of their students’ life.
Regarding to this novel, an issue of love between the major characters can be used as
debatable topic for discussion. A debate can facilitate the students to express their
ideas more. This method can be successful if the students find the topic interesting
and they have strong feeling for it. Debate is challenging as it can express the ir idea
on defending their opinion and encounter the different opinion with the logic reason.
Further, a debate is likely presented for the sake of speaking activities by the hope
that the students will achieve their confidence, fluency, and skill in expressing ideas.
Here, the menu for teaching speaking is about stating the opinion, expressing
agreement and disagreement in the form of debate. There are some controversial
conflicts that can trigger the students to express their opinion about true lo ve in a
marriage. The students can give better interpretations of the novel being discussed
and get the better understanding in morality which occurs in the novel. In accordance
with the material, the writer recommends using the novel to teach advance English
students in Public Speaking class for the Fourth Semester Students of English
Education Department because the language of the novel is considered difficult.

1. The Teaching-Learning Activity in Public Speaking Class using A Beautiful
Mind
In this section, the writer recommends the procedures to present the teachinglearning activity in the Public Speaking class as follows:
1. The lecture draws out the students’ knowledge on the passage and digs out their
opinion about the passage through question and answer section.
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2.

The lecture shares knowledge with the students in order to measure their
understanding of the topic discussed.

3.

The lecture distributes handouts about debate and explains debate procedures
profoundly.

4.

The lecture divides the students into groups and gives the tasks to be discussed.

5.

After preparing, each group presents their opinion in the form of debates.

6.

The lecture takes note on some common mistakes done by the students.

7.

Students are asked to draw a conclusion about the topic.
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Appendix 1

Summary of A Beautiful Mind

John Forbes Nash, Jr. was born in Bluefield, West Virginia on June 13, 1928.
He is the first child of John Forbes Nash, Sr. and Margaret Virginia Martin. He has a
sister named Martha Nash Legg, who is two years younger than him.
In his childhood, Nash already shows that he is different from other children
in his age: he loves to read science books and has a great passion in experimenting.
When in high school, Nash begins to fall in ol ve with mathematics and starts to
dream that he will become a mathematician. However, Nash’s brightness does not
seem to be in accordance with his social relationships. His arrogance and
indifference cause him only has a few friends around.
Nash’s natural style as a mathematician comes out when he is 19. Princeton
accepted Nash in 1948. Nash contributes his remarkable achievements in spite of
being diffe rent from other students. He invents some fascinating works such as the
Bargaining Theory and The Nash Equilibrium. This last theory later will become the
basic paradigms in social sciences and biology.
Nash continues his career by being a consultant in RAND Corporation, a
civilian think tank in Santa Monica and a Professor in Massachusetts Institute of
technolo gy (MIT), Massachusetts. This is where he will meet Alicia Larde, his future
wife.
Before is married to Alicia, Nash has a relationship with a nurse named
Eleanor Stier around 1952. His relationship with her becomes too far until John
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David Stier, Nash’s son from Eleanor s born in 1953. Unfortunately, Nash decides
not to marry Eleanor considering that she has different status from him. Instead he
wishes to marry Alicia, who becomes his student at the moment in 1957. However,
he still keeps his contact with Eleanor and John David.
During his early period of becoming a husband, Nash has jobs in The
Institute for Advanced Study, New Jersey and the Courant Institute of Mathematical
Sciences, New York, too. At the age of 30, schizophrenia attacks him. Nash attacks
by a serious mental breakdown named schizophrenia. Somehow, he suffers from
hallucinations, delusions, and thought disorder. He suffers from schizophrenia for 30
years. During the time he has suffered a great loss as well: Alicia divorces him, his
nearly 25 years of lost contact with his sister, the ruin of his career, and live in
solitude. Nash gradually starts to become recovered from his illness and gains his
own life back. It is in 1990 when Nash finally recovers, and he is 62 years old.
At the end, things begins turning out well in the end. Nash manages to keep
the relatio nship with her family and gains back Alicia’s trust to become her husband
again. The truth of this story is that John Nash’s victory is not only that he beats
schizophrenia or that he wins the Nobel Prize. The victory in his life is how the love
between him and Alicia survives and grows and evolves. Even in the face of tragic
illness, extraordinary things happen.

Adapted form Sylvia Nasar’s A Beautiful Mind.
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Appendix 2
COVER OF THE NOVEL

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

116

Appendix 3

Sylvia Nasar was born in Bavaria in 1947 to a German mother and Uzbek
father. Her family immigrated to the United States in 1951 and lived in New York
and Washington, D.C. before moving to Ankara, Turkey in 1960. In 1965, she
returned to the U.S. on her own and attended Antioch College where she majored in
literature. She also spent a year at the University of Munich. After working for
several years, she entered the Ph.D. program in economics at New York University,
completing a master’s degree in 1976. For four years, she did research with Nobel
Laureate Wassily Leontief at the Institute for Economic Analysis.
At 35, Nasar became a journalist. Since 1983, she has been a writer at Fortune,
a columnist at U.S. News & World Report and, until recently, a reporter at The New
York Times where she covered economics. She and her husband, Darryl Mcleod,
also an economist, have three children, Clara, Lily and Jack, and live in Tarrytown,
New York.
A Beautiful Mind, her first book, won the 1998 National Book Critics’ Circle
Award for Biography, was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in biography, and inspired
a feature movie directed by Ron Howard, as well as a PBS television documentary.
Nasar, who edited The Essential John Nash, is currently working on a book about
20th century economic thinkers, and has recently been named the first John S. and
James L. Knight Professor of Journalism at the Columbia University Graduate
School of Journalism.
(Taken from: http://www.royce-carlton.com/speakers/nasar-bio.html., accessed on
September 4, 2007)
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Appendix 4
The Implementation of Teaching Public Speaking I Using Some Parts of the
Novel A Beautiful Mind for the Fourth Semester Students of English Language
Education Study Program

LESSON PLAN TO TEACH PUBLIC SPEAKING 1
(Debate)
Subject

: Public Speaking I

Level of Students

: 4th Semester of English Language Education Study Program

Time Allocation

: 2 x 50 minutes

A. Basic Compe tence

: Students are able to improve conversational skills
when support a point of view with logical reasons and
good manner

B. Achievement Indicators : - Students are able to state their opinion using good
English.
- Students are able to defend their opinions and their
opponents with logical reasons.
- Students are able to criticize other groups’ opinions.
C. Teaching-Learning Activities
Teacher’s activities
Warming –Up
1. The teacher greets the students
2. The teacher reviews language
used in giving opinion,
expressing agreement and also
disagreement in favor and
against a certain issue.
3. The teacher gives a short activity
to encourage the students’
interest about the topic
Main Activities

Students’ activities

Time
Allotment

1. Students reply the teacher’s
greeting.
2. Students review language used
in giving opinion, expressing
agreement and also
disagreement in favor and
against a certain issue.
3. Students participate within the
activity.

10’
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1. The teacher asks the students
what their opinions of the
content of the text are.
2. Based on the students’
responses, the teacher divides the
students into groups.
3. The teacher explains the debate
rules to the students.
4. The teacher gives time to the
groups to prepare themselves.
5. The teacher leads the students to
do the debate activity.

1. Students share their opinions
of the content of the text.

3’

2. The students make groups.

7’

3. The students pay attention to
the teacher’s explanation.
4. The groups discuss the
assignment and prepare to
perform a debate.
5. The students do the debate
activity by stating their
opinion using good English,
defending and convincing
their opponent with logical
reasons, and criticizing other
group’s opinion.

10’
10’

50’

Closing
1. The teacher takes time for a short 1. The students discuss the
focus on common mistakes.
common mistakes.
2. The teacher asks the students to 2. The students mention about
mention about what they have
what they have learnt today.
learnt today and give them
material for the next meeting.
D. Media

: Blackboard and stopwatch.

E. Material

: - Handouts

5’
5’

- Parts of A Beautiful Mind chap. 37-41 (note: the material is given
to the
F. Sources

students in the previous meeting)

: - Nasar, Sylvia. 1998. A Beautiful Mind. New York: Simon &
Schuster Paperbacks
- Tillit, Bruce and Bruder. 1985. Speaking Naturally:
Communication Skill in American English. New York: Cambridge
University Press.

G. Evaluation: The students’ competence is evaluated during their performance by
taking notes which includes the fluency, grammar, pronunciation,
and clarity of idea (the ability to defend their opinion).
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Appendix 5

Handouts
DEBATE

A. Definition
A debate is a game in which two opposing teams make speeches to support
their arguments and disagree with those of the other team. Debate is an excellent
activity for language learning because it engages students in a variety of cognitive
and linguistic ways. So, why debate? In addition to providing meaningful listening,
speaking and writing practice, debate is also highly effective for developing
argumentation skills for persuasive speech and writing.

B. Techniques
Debating has strict rules of conduct and quite sophisticated arguing
techniques and you will often be in a position where you will have to argue the
opposite of what you believe in. If a debate is a form of argument then it logically
follows that there must be something to argue about. This is called the TOPIC or
MOTION. As in other arguments there are two sides to any topic. The team that
agrees with the topic is called the AFFIRMATIVE (or FOR side) and the team that
disagrees with the topic is called the NEGATIVE (or AGAINST side). Affirmative
and Negative teams be seated opposite one another. In debating each team will
present points in favor of their case. They will also spend some time criticizing the
arguments presented by the other team. This is called REBUTTAL. The rebuttal
must be logic. It means that to say that the other side is wrong is not enough. You
have to show why the other side is wrong. Next, pick the important points - try to
rebut the most important points of the other side's case. Then, we have to `Play the
ball' - do not criticize the individual speakers, criticize what they say.

C. Speaker Roles
In a debating team each speaker has specified roles that they must fulfill to
play their part in the team. They are laid out below in the order that the speakers will
speak.
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1st Affirmative must:

1st negative must:

- define the topic.

- accept or reject the definition. If you
don't do this it is assumed that you accept
the definition.

- present the affirmative's team line.
- outline briefly what each speaker in
their team will talk about.

- present the negative team line.

- present the first half of the affirmative
case.

- outline briefly what each of the negative
speakers will say.
- rebut a few of the main points of the
first affirmative speaker.
- the 1st negative should spend about one
quarter of their time rebutting.
- present the first half of the negative
team's case.

2nd affirmative must:

2nd negative must:

- reaffirm the affirmative’s team line.

- reaffirm the negative's team line.

- rebut the main points presented by the
1st negative.

- rebut some of the main points of the
affirmative's case.

- the 2nd affirmative should spend
about one third of their time rebutting.

- the 2nd negative should spend about
one third of their time rebutting.

- present the second half of the
affirmative's case.

- present the second half of the negative's
case.

3rd affirmative must:

3rd negative must:

- reaffirm the affirmative's team line.

- reaffirm the negative's team line.

- rebut all the remaining points of the
negative's case.

- rebut all the remaining points of the
affirmative's case.

- the 3rd affirmative should spend about - the 3rd negative should spend about two
two thirds to three quarters of their time thirds to three quarters of their time
rebutting.
rebutting.
- present a summary of the affirmative's
case.

- present a summary of the negative's
case.

- round off the debate for the
affirmative.

- round off the debate for the negative.
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*Neither third speaker may introduce any new parts of their team's cases.
D. Speech Orders
Substantial Speech

Aff 1 : 7 minutes
Neg 1 : 7 minutes
Aff 2 : 7 minutes
Neg 2 : 7 minutes
Aff 3 : 7 minutes
Neg 3 : 7 minutes

Reply Speech

Neg Team : 5 minutes
Aff team : 5 minutes

* The specific times and divisions vary according to the rules under which the debate
is being conducted.
E. Judgments
At the end of each debate, the audience will decide by majority vote which
team has developed and presented the best argument.
(Taken from of http://www.actdu.org.au/archives/actein_site/basicskills.html., accessed on October 4,
2008)
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Appendix 6
LIST OF LANGUAGE EXPRESSIONS

A. Some examples of expressions used in debates:
v To open a case: Good……….. the honorable adjudicators, ladies and
gentleman members of this House.
v To rebut : ? the affirmative/negative team says that...... That is false. The
fact is…..
? the affirmative/negative team argues that…... but they don’t
prove that because…..
? the affirmative/negative team tries to justify that......but…..
? the arguments are insufficient because…..
v To close a case: that would be/that’s all, I rest my case and beg to propose.
B. Other examples used in giving opinion, agreement and disagreement:
v Stating an opinion:
Formal:
? You know what I think…I think
that..
? Wouldn’t you say that……?
? Don’t you agree that…?
? I’d just like to say that…..?
? I’d like to point out that….

v Expressing agreement:?
?
?
?
?
?

Informal:
? In my opinion…
? the point is....
? I think that…..
? As I see it…..
? I feel that…
? I believe that….
? It seems to me that…
? If you ask me…
? I’d say that…

You’re right entirely
? I see what you mean
I couldn’t agree more
? That’s a good point
I do agree with you
? I suppose you’re right
You could be right
? I think so, too
You know, that’s exactly what I think
That’s just what I think, of course

v Expressing disagreement: ?
?
?
?
?
?
?
?
?

Yes, but…..
? No, I think you are wrong
I disagree…
? I see what you mean, but..
That’s not the point ? I couldn’t agree less…
Yes, that’s quite true, but…
I’m not sure I quite agree
Well, you have a point there, but…
Perhaps, you don’t think that…
I refuse to believe that…
I wonder if there is a mistake
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Appendix 7
Assignments for Public Speaking 1 Class
Debates

Source : A Beautiful Mind (Chap. 37-41)
*note: material is given to the students in the previous meeting

Guidance:
Alicia and Nash’s early years of marriage are undergone with the onset of mental, are
described as going through painful moments for Nash is showing mentally- illed
behavior. Those moments cover the madness Alicia’s face during her pregnancy to
her delivering the baby. She has to make choice leaving the baby to her mother in
order to follow Nash’s wandering overseas. Hoping that it will benefit Nash’s
remedial, both of them are trapped instead in the turbulence of marriage depression.
This results in Alicia’s decision to have divorce, which she thinks the most
appropriate “treatment” to set Nash free. After all, they re- unite their love back
within the long reconciliation.
The motions or topics for debating :
1. The divorce is viewed as Alicia’s means of showing her true love towards
John Nash
2. Alicia’s preference for taking care of his husband, Nash, rather than her
newly born baby indicates the most convenient choice for her to take at
that time.
3. Nash’s being committed to the medical treatment is the best solution to
mental illness, schizophrenia.
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