OPINION

Rethinking democracy and
public ethics in Indonesia

n the evening of Aug.
28, a wyoung online
maotorcycle driver
; named Affan Kur-
niawan was killed by a tactical
police vehicle during a demon-
stration in Jakarta. He was not a
protester or a provocateur, just a
gig worker trying to deliver food
who was in the wrong place at
the wrong time.

His death, tragic and avoid-
able, has become a symbol of
the fragility of our democracy
and the urgency of ethical re-
form in public life.

Plato once warned, “The
price good men pay for indif-
ference to public affairs is to be
ruled by evil men.” :

Affan’s death is not merely a
procedural failure; it is a moral
wake-up call. It forces us to ask:
What kind of democracy are we
building, and for whom?

The nationwide protests
that erupted in August were
not spontaneous. They were

“the culmination of long-stand-
ing grievances: stagnant wag-
es, exploitative labor systems,
opaque tax policies and a grow-

. ing sense that the.political elite
has lost touch with the people
they claim to represent.

Led by labor unions, student
groups and civil society orga-
nizations, the demonstrations
demanded the abolition of out-
sourcing, fair minimum wage
increases, tax reforms and the
ratification of long-delayed
legislation, such as the Domes-
tic Workers Protection Bill and
the Asset RecoveryBill.

Yet as Reinhold Niebuhr
once noted: “Man’s capacity
for justice makes democracy
possible, but man’s inclination

to. injustice makes den

ties. In several cities, peaceful
marches devolved into chaos,
provoked by actors with un-:

clear motives. Public buildings
were burned, police injured and -

communities traumatized.
~, This 'duality between aspi-

sustaining, It requires constant  fo

Secare ; hip
civic maturity.
The official response to Af-

Affan’s family to express con-
dolences. The police issued an

- Affan’s death isnotan isolat-
ed incident. It reflects a deeper

structural violence where the
state’s instruments of protec-
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‘col to prevent such a tragedy?

* on their
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Up in arms: A helmeted man wearing the jacket of on-demand transportation and delivery services
company Grab stands with his fists in the air during a protest at the Central Jakarta headquarters of
the Jakarta Police’s Mobile Brigade (Brimob) on Friday, a day after gig driver Affan Kurniawan was

killed by a Brimob tactical vehicle.
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tion can become instruments
of harm. As John Rawls argued,
“Justice is the first virtue of so-
cial institutions.” When insti-
tutions fail to protect the most
vulnerable, they lose their mor-
al legitimacy.

We must ask: Why was a ci-
vilian killed in a democrat-
ic protest? Why was a tactical
vehicle deployed in a civilian
zone? Why was there no proto-

These questions demand an-

swers, not just for Affan’s fam-
ily, but for every citizen who

believes in the promise of a just

giti- republic.
-mate, also revealed vulnerabili-  Th i }
seaceful  crisis of representation. While
thousands marched on the
streets; several members of the

The protests also exposed a

House of Representatives were
on official visits abroad, draw-
ing sharp criticism from civil
society. Lawmakers' perceived

together” The legitimacy of
demoeratic institutions de-
pends not on their titles, but
2 siveness. When
citizens feel unheard, they
‘will seek alternative avenues,
sometimes outside the hounds
of formal politics. - :
Indonesia’s founding states-
‘men understood this well. Mo-
hammad Hatta once wrote:
“Democracy may be temporar-

—

~day's context, this
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ily suppressed by its own mis-
takes, but after bitter trials, it
will rise again with renewed
awareness.” His words remind
us that democratic renewal is
possible, but only if we learn

. from our failures.

Sutan  Sjahrir, another ar-
chitect of the nation's early
democracy, emphasized that
“moral integrity must stand
above legal formality”. In to-
means
public officials must embody
ethical leadership, not just pro-
cedural compliance.

If Indonesia is to move from
mourning to meaning, we must
embrace a road map for demo-
cratic renewal.

First, reform political repre-

- sentation: The House must be-

come a space of service, not priv-
ilege. This requires revisiting
compensation structures, en-
forcing attendance and nt-
ability and ci
for direct citi

Second, revitalize
cation. Democracy is nat in-
herited; it is learned. Schools
must teach nat only procedures
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but also values: empathy, criti--

cal thinking and ethical lead-
ership. Ki Hadjar Dewantara's
timeless principle of “Tut wuri
handayani”, or giving encour-
agement from behind, reminds
us that true leadership empow-
ers others by propelling them
forward. ;

Third, humanize sem__tigy

protocols. ‘Security forces must

be trained in nonviolent crowd
management,  de-escalation

civieedu~

techniques and human rights.
A strong state is one that pro-
tects without provoking.

Fourth, strengthen media
literacy and public dialogue. In
the age of misinformation, citi-
zens must be equipped to dis-
cern truth from manipulation.
Public media should foster di-
alogue, not division. Seren Ki-
erkegaard wrote: “Truth is not
the possession of the major-
ity, but of the one who dares to
speak it.”

Fifth, embed cultural wis-
dom in governance. Indonesia’s
rich philosophical heritage,
from  Pancasila to local adat
(customs), offers a reservoir of
ethical guidance. These values
must inform policy, not just
ceremonial rhetoric.

Affan’s death must not be
reduced to a statistic; it must
become a turning point. A de-
mocracy that cannot protect
its most vulnerable is a democ-
racy in crisig. But a democracy
that can learn, reform and re-
new itself is a democracy worth
fighting for. § :

We must move L
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gove! . We must cultiva
leaders who listen, citizens who

care and institutions that serve,

does not educate its citizens is

like a ship without a captain.
Indonesia stands at a cross-

roads. The path forward is not

‘principle

in the values that bj

LetAffan’sme

one of awakening, not anger.
?:ctyntg:ﬂe us toward a den;‘lo:l-

that is not just procedural,
hutsubstantive.]uﬂ"' s
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Businesses on edge
about political stability
as protests turn chaotic

— VeniGhifari

The Jakarta Post,/Jakarta
Eoreign businesses in Indone-
sla have expressed concern that
\»:deub;:tead i chaotic  protests
may-be & telitale s, F politi-
caLInstxhiIlly. ol
lam very worriad about the
death that occurred {on Thurs-
day] in such a difficult Ernnomic
situation. | hope the Indonesian
Bovermment will respond appro-
priately and make all efforts 1o
ensure that the situation does
not worsen,” Lee Kang Hyun,
chairman of the Korean Chi-
ber of Commerce ani Industry
in Indonesia (KoCham), tald The
Jakarta Post on Friday,

Lee was refering to the death
of Affan Kumiawan, an ofol online
bike-hailing serviee) driver who
wais Tur over by an armored tagti-
cal vehitle of the National Police's
Mobile Brigade (Brimab) during o
Protest on Thursday night.

Asked on Sundsy whether the
profests were a sign of political
instability, Lee said, “of course”
and added that he “desperarcly”
hoped: for the government and
protesters to have a “sincere
dialogue and regain stability as

SO0 43 possible=,

The protests began on-Aug, 25
M._h:n a ctowd, including many
highschoolers still in their whitie-
By uniforms, flooded the ared
around. the Senayan legislative
complex to prmtess aFAInst in ex-
arbitant pay hile for lawmakers,

More nratests: followed on
Thursday, - mobilized _mainly
by 1::b_or unions but joined by
[ my'na_d of ool drivers. Amid
1 chaotic scene, Affan. whao re-
partedly had not joined the pro-
tests. but had just completed
4 food delivery, fell over in the
middle of a Central |akarta road,
before a Brimob vehicle ran gyer
him, all caught in multiple vid-
eos widely cireulated anline.

Dozens of penple, reporctedly
went after the vehlele as it sped
Mway, and that evening, the mob
circled the Brimob headquarters
in Kwitang, Central Jalarta, with
chaos erupting in the vicinity, par-
ticularly in the Pasar Senen aren.

Affan's death angered peaple
all over the country, and sty-
dents rallied other groups to
stage protests against the police
in several big eities on Fridiy.
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Putin and Modi in China
for summit hosted by Xi

The SCO 5
dia, Russia, Pakistan, Iran, Ka

trust, dignity and sensithity?,
mr’ﬂhgsrru a video the Indian
jeader posted on X

Thét two mest populous na-
tions are intense tivals compet-
ing for influence across South
Asis and fought a deadly border
clash in 2020,

A thaw began fast October,
when Modi met with Xi for the
first timie in fve years at & suim-
mit in Russia. -

E'i;e ‘intervsts of 2.8 billlon
people of both countries are
linked to our cooperation. This
will glso pave the way [or_l']l,
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over issies such as extra pay for lawmakers and hewsing allowances bed by student groups that devolved into rioting,

Prabowo calls for severe

Dio Subends and Yeriea |l

» While President Prabawn Subdanto
on Sunday announced big conces-
sions tn roll back some legisiative

* perks that incensed public opin-
iom, he abso instructed authonties
to erack down on "treasanous”
and “terrorist” elements in an
attempt to diffuse the nation’s:
worst bout of rioting in years.

Public

over fone-
deaf lwmakers and thelr high re:
muneration, s well as the tragic
Tilling of @ young man by an ar-
mored police vehicle, has boiled
over into- the - streets :wr the
weekend as spread o some
of the mﬂ:ﬂ%ﬂthﬂ.

To address the crisis, Prabowo
convened with leadership of the
legislative bodies and leaders of
all eight political parties in the:
House of Representatives, in-
cluding the only de facto oppo-
sition the Indonesian Demacrat-
je Party of Struggle (PDI-P), on
Sunday at the State Pa!mﬁe 5

Speaking in a press confersnce
nﬁerwm meeting, the President.
said that lnwmakers would 7
voke their allowance policy nm!
“suspend overseas work frips
in_ gesponse to demands from

rotesters.
B “Genuiine aspirations and the

ﬁ been. signs of unlawful ac-
tions, with same veering

!
treason and terrorism,” he said.
v I‘

United front: President Prabowo Subianto (third left) reacts as

wave of nationwide protests during a press {
dential Palace in Jakarta. Prabowo spoke: out against protests over
saying some actions in railies that hive spread across the eduntry.

and semorism.

The President said he had in
structed e National Police and
the Indonesian Military {TNI) to
ke Tthe firnest actions possi-
ble in accordance with the law®
against the destruction of public
facilities and lonting of property.

~ At the spme time; he urged cit
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Several houses. of state officlals

and House of Representatives

s well as police sta-
tong, gnd public facilities were

d during protests unfold-

h'-;g._ing}aminimhzr regions
across the country in the past few
'mﬁmmwmmﬂv
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response to protests

AP Taayes Chioa

-he-speaki on Sunday about & recent
it

| party feaders at the Presi-
L ey

izens 10 channet their grievanc:
ex preocefully, assuring that their
volees be “heard, noted
and acted upon® by both the gov-

pent and the legislature.
o the wmnt and

in recent days ampunted 1o treason

al parties including those
53:5':. In?yn adminjsmh&un. is
dotormined to abways uphold the

natinn,” he wdded.

interests of the people and the
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