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Prabowo vows to
protect national wealth
in first state address

Indhiyys Indra
and Maretha Ul

The Jakarta Post,/Iskarta
President  Prabowo  Subianto

promised in his first State of

the Nation Address riday
te safeguard the cou rE-
source for use by the state for
the people's prosperity and to
put an end o its continugus
ootflow to other countries,

In front of over 600 lawimak-
ers and state officials, the Presi-
dent boasted of his administra-
uon's short-temm successes and
reiterated its future goals in the
address delivered during the
plenary meeting of the People’s
Consultative Assembly (MPR) at
the Senayan legisiative compiex
in Jakarta on Friday.

“The annual address, delivered
ahead of Independence Day on
Aug. 17, was attended by for-
mer presidents Susilo Rimbang
Yudhoyono and Joko “Jekowi®
Widodo, as well as former vice
presidents Try Sutrisno, Boedio-
no, Jusuf Kalla apd Ma'nlrf\mln.

Former pr: t Megawatl
Sclek.nmﬂpﬂlﬂ. who rJ'm:s Lhe

need to be self-sufficient in its
econamy in order to be fully
independent.

He further wamed of a mas-
sive “net outflow of nation-
al wealth®, a term he hos used
since 2014 to describe the drain
af wealth out of the country.

“If we keep letting our na-
tional wealth go to other na-
tions, we face the potential of
becoming a failed state” the
President said, “That's why |
miust take the necessary steps
|to prevent 1t), even il the steps
are tough and unpopular with
specific parties.”

He also pledged to protect
the nation’s resources and
ple from what he called “ser-
akahnomics”, referring o the
pursuit of profit &t the expense
of ardinary people, by taking le-
gal action against people who
break rules, make life harder
for the people and seek outra-
geous profits from the suffering
of the poor.

Prabowo also alleged abuses
af pawer by “certain entrepre-
neurs” to dominate and manip-
tllal.! !.he rice industry, and said

of
Struggle ﬂ’Dl ), the nnly puny

would |m-
pmvr licensing for IanE -scale

outside F
was nnHﬂ:abhf absent
Friday's event.
Protecting  natlonal  wealth
and respurces ook up a major
portion of Prabowo's speech,
with him asserting Indonesia's

from

rice mills t the "right

quantity, proper quality and af-
fordable prices for consumers®,

Contiiued on page 11
Aeiated story page &
Eftitarial page &

Remembrance day

At Did Suhancrs

A student seatters flower petals at a grave on Friday during a cere-
mony marking the end of World War [1 in Asla at the Ereveld Kem-

‘hang Kuning cemetery in Surabaya, East Java. The 80" anniversary

event paid tribute to all vietims who suffered during the war,

All former presidents invited to
Independence Day ceremony,

el S

The Jakarta Post/ Jakarta
The government has invited all
former presidents and vice pres-
idents to attend the 80° [nde-
pendence Day ceremony in Ja-
karta over the weekend, in what
will be the first commemoration
to be fed by President Prabowo
Sublanto since taking office.
The celebration will take
place on Sunday at the State
Palace and will festure & mili-
tary parade, & flag-hoisting
ceremony and cultural perfor-
mances. The guest list includes
leaders of state institutions,
cabinet members, foreign en-
wvoys and members of the public,
State Secretary Prasetyo Hadi
said on Thursday the govern-
ment has started sending out in-
Vitations to all former presidents
and vice presidents to Sunday's
flzg-haisting ceremony, includ-
Ing Meywau Soel 1,

actually attend Sunday's event,
Megawati’s refationship with
Yudhoyono has been frosry for
the past two decades, ever since
he left her cabinet to mount

a challenge against her in the °

2004 presidential election,

Her relationship with jokowi
has similarly soured, following
his decision 1o part ways with
her Indonestan Democratic Par-
ty of Struggle (PDI-P), which
had backed him for more than a
decade, to support Prabowo on
a rival ticket In last year's presi-
dential election.

On Friday, both Yudhoyono
and Jokowi attended the annual
People’s Consultative Assembly
(MPR) plenary meeting, where
Prabowo delivered his first State
of the Nation address ‘as the
country’s president, But Megs-
wati skipped the meeting as she
has been "unwell®, according to
daughter Puan Maharani who
alsp serves 4 the House of Rep-

speaker.

|0l * Jokowi™ Widoda.

“Almost 2l Invitations o
our national figures have been
delfyered, and most hm can-

It remained unclear whether
Megawatl would attend Sunday's
event at the palace, but POI-P
politician Ganjar Pranowo said
on Thursday that she is sched-
uled to lead the flag-raising cer-
emony at the party's education
entre In Lenteng Agung, South
Jakarta, as reported by Tempo.co.

Continued on page 11
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Arnarn/Dresmes fitviyarso

Presidential sign-off: President Prabowes Subianto uern signs the draft state budget bill for fiscal year 2026 and its accompanying finan

clal note, i by House of R

Speaker Puan Maharan (center) and Regional Representative Council (DPD) Speaker

Sultan Bachtiar \Jammudm during the opening nhenarysession of the 2025-2026 |egislative year on Friday at the Nusantira Bullding
Ins the Senavan Jegislative complex In Jakarra.

Govt banks on ‘ambitious’
revenue in 2026 budget

Expenditure for free meals program to nearly triple

Deni Ghifari
__and Ni Mude Tasyarani.

Tha Jaharta Pasl, Jakarta
President Prabows Sublanto his
set in “ambitious” revenoe mrges
fior his first-ever state budget amid
the ountry's flaging tax collecs
tion, &5 he seeks to mise spending
fioe his flagship programs,

During the state budget ad-
dress an Friday, Prabowo high-
lighted that the budget was:
designed to strengthen the coun-
trv's “food, energy, economy and
defense” resillence and. to sup-
port the vision of transforming
Indonesia into a strong; prosper-
ous and ndependent nation,

The plan 15 to ramp up state
revenue by 9.8 percent to. Rp
3.14 quadrillion {US$194.5 hil-
lion} from the expected Rp .86
quadrillion this year, according
to the fatest Finance Ministry
projections,

Meanwhile, the country re-
corded only modest revenue
growth of 5.6 percent in 2023 and
2.4 percent last year, This year's
Tevenue i§ project
just 0.5 percent as t
which makes up the bulk of state
income, is projegted to fall shost
by-about Rp 82 Hillion, reaching
just 94.9 percent of the Rp 171
guadrillion target.

To reach next year's pace, Fl-

Budget plan foresees fiscal deficit at 2.48% of GDP in 2026
[Figures in fné Mnmp:a‘! unless othansise staad)

Tatal revenus 2,856 LD
Taix reveriae (incl. 2307 250
477 U5

BCONOmc gmwm

With 7-8 percent buoyancy;
s Mu]}.ul: said this translates
o an “extra effort” of aboutr 5
percent, which she believes is ar-
talnable. “We still see room for
Improvement,” she added.

That said, there will be no reg
ulatory changes to pursue the
ambitious tax collection target.
Instend, she said the government
would focus an "internal refarm”,

citing improvenents to the faulty
Coretax Sr.umas an exampe.
Dsfict 62 538 St 3
Dafich 278 vy has set its :lglus on the s‘m]
i of GOP| 5 ow econcrry and illegal activ-
. ity, which have long been aver
_Edueation budget 680 758 looked, viewing these segments
Hesalih budget a1 244 as potential revenue sources,
_Sm:F___Bgn'—alaid g i i t ﬁr.lmw:msaid o 1hlis US!:E;Ch
B ek o T A i e CITument s axen
= ’_”'"'" 156 ¥ control of 5.1 million hectares of
Baurpe Finance Ministy 1Pyidtya Hadi

nance Minister S6i Mulyani In-
drawati revealed in a press
conference on Friday that tax
revenue must grow by 13.5 per-
Tent year-on! )‘Ear {yoy), which
she described as “rather high and
ambitious”,

However, she suggested the
target was achievable given the
budget’s gross domestic product
{GDP) growth and Inflatlon as
sumptions of 5.4 percent and 2.5
percent, respectively. The GDP

growth projection  represents
an acceleration from the 5.12
percent recorded in the second
quarter of this year,

According 1o Sri Mulyani, this
combination would bring the tax
buoyancy to between 7 and 9
percent, an [ndicator that links
GDP growth with tax revenue to
ussess whether tax performance
s buoyant, Taxes are considered
bucyant when revenue increas-
2a proportionately or more than

illegal oil palm plantations out
of a potential 5 milllon ha. Nei-
ther the President nor S Muly-

anl explained how this would af-

fect revenue, but the latter said
it had "created & new database”

without elabarating on its scale
or connection to the budget.,

On the spending side, the gov
emment has allocated Rp 313
quadrillion, up 17.8 percent from
this year's budget

Continued on page 14
Relgted story page 4

Indonesia rejects Netanyahu’s Greater Israel vision

Vyette Tonamal

The Jakarta Post/Jakirta
Indonesia has strongly reject-
ed and denounced lstaell Prime
Minister  Benjamin  Netanya-
hu's vision of a “Greater lsrael®
through the full annexation of
Palestinian teritories and other
countries in the Middle Bast,

The Foreign Ministry, in a
statement issued on Thursday,
called for the international com-
munity 1o take concrete Steps (o
halt Israeli policies’ that "orode
the prospects for peace”, | stress-
ing that lasting peace in the
Middie East can only be achioved
through the two-state selution
and granting Palestiniany their
nglu toseli-determination,

|mjionn:1sla calls on the in-
temational community, eg
cially the [United Nnui::s Srﬁ

rity Councll (UNSC)|, to reject
all forms of annexation
permanent occupation by Is-
rael, whether in Palestine or
glaowhere in the region” the
ministry said.

International outrage aver Ne-
tanyahy’s foreign policy in the
tegion flared up earlier this week,

The tenn was later used after
the Six Day War in 1967 to re-
fer to Israel and its conquersd
lands: this Gaza Strip, the West
Bank, East Jerusalem, the Golan
Heights and the Sinai Peninsila.

Thursday's statement slammed
that vision, saying that it “fa
ganthy vu:l.alzs intermational

his recent intervi
with lsraeli media 124 TV where
the Jprime minister revealed that
e "veryamuch” connected to the
vision of Greater Isael,

First emerging in the 1% cen-
tury as a Zionlst, messianic vi-
sion of lsrael's borders, the term
Greater lsrsel according to tra-
ditional texts refers to the total-
ity of area stetching from “the
brook of Egvpt to the Euphrates®,
or present-duy Gaza, West Bank,
Egypt, Jordan, lrag, Saud| Arabia
and Lebanon.

law and PrOSpects
for peace in Palestine and the
Middle East®,

Middle Eastern countries have
similarty  denounced  Netan-
wahu's vision, with Saudi Ar
blg, Jordan, Qutar and the Arab
League having issued statements
to express their deep discomfort
and outrage.

“[Netanyahu's remarks] re-
flect expansionist and aggres-
sive Intentions that cannot be
accepted or tolerated, and they
reveal an  extremist mindset

steeped in colonial delusions”
read a Tuesday statement from
the Arab League.

Jordan has similarly decried
MWetanyahu's remarks, dismiss-
Ing them &s an inconsequential
“claim and delusion adopted and
promoted by the extremists of
the Israeli government (that] en-
courage the continuation of cy-
cles of violence and conflict®,

Netanyahu's remarks came
just days after Israel's securi-
ty cabinet agreed a plan to fur-
ther expand its military opera-
tions in Gaza, o takeover that
would include emptying the en-
clave's local population out to
other countries, and the entry
of lsraell Defense Forces (IDF)
into Gag Ciry.

Continued on page 11
Op-E page 8
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When governance loses its moral compass: Lessons from Pati

a leeal political storm has
ﬂ‘;'!:::t lp:lkl volumes
about r of govemance
in Indonesin. The crisis in Pati,
F by mass protests, alle-
ol cormmuption and calls
¢ impeachment, offers more
than just a regional scandal. 1t
Is 2 mirror reflecting i
;;eﬂ'llcai leadership, the fragil-
- of - B :

Ill the heart ol Central Java,

and the urgent meed 1o reimag-
ine public service as 4 moral vo-

s his constftuents,hechal-
L5 vl < e

What made 5 warse was

 come

lenged them, stating he would Insight
ot ﬁe‘nmamm“imn I 50,000 Fe \ g
people mok 10 the streets. Such = !
thetoric. reveals & toubling dls- - + . Bermardus Rukiyanto P
o T
B I - | 7% »

veance s ot mere " An associate pmfessor at Sanata Charma Univer-
abaut policy exeeution ar adumin- sity, Yagakaria =
isy ALt core, |t ; 1
is a mogal . Eihical !
emance demands | nm-. stead of ing wellare, it ter, The Patl crisi Tllustrates htw

fity, tmpathy and @  exacerbates inequality and soclal | quickly thist can erode when eth-
commitment 1o the public good.  unrest. lcal notris mmgznnmd Citizens
P T S T D e e
. 1 e = Ty b, e *
100! of dowitation mther than 5 |s not fust rulies - s aelf- Tnsulated
platform for (o ti&m 3
W e8]

"To uniderstand the depth of the
tum to eth -
o] Kty de—

The Pati tax policy, which
residents, fails this test. In-

dis- 5

tuous
s hon

d %mhﬂmundmm
£ only o
£ also on |
they

Trust is the currency OF Biver—
sitionately Darms  low-in- mﬁu_e.\'ml_luﬁﬂ'l'

wader fmplicotions. it weakens
o W!g;!;l.. l'lltﬂ_l cynicism

- Opens oo 1o &-populist

- backiash, [ a democracy, the le-
b o

‘o electoral mandites
ul, moral credibility.,
‘When leaders lose their ethical

wol Talses :
s this-& gentine efftrt to uphold
wthical standards, or merely o po-
litical maneuver?

Tha answer niels on the in-
Legrity of the 3. Tmpeach:
ment - should ot be weapon-

be grounded in clear evidence of
misconduct and guided by prifici-
ples of justice. If conducted trans-
parently and fairly, it can serve a8
a powerful comective mechanksm,
Teaffirming the idea that public
office Is & trust, not a privilege,

The Pati crisia is not o salated
incident. It reflects systemic chal -
lenges in Indonesia’s governanoe
landscape. To move Torward, we
must embrace a new paradigm,
one that places ethics at the cen-
ter of public administration The
nation can consider the following
five steps to build a more ethical

and partic

First, ethics aducation for pub-
lic officials. Rather than milita-
ristic bootcamps, ethical trining
should be ot govern-
ment officials, from village heads
up to ministers, This includes not
only legal compliance but also
moral reasoning; empathy. and
civic responsibility.

Second, institutionalizing pub-
lic- dizlogue. Governments must
create formal mechanisms  for
citizen engagement, town halls,
public hearings and digital pht-
forms that al for meaningful
input. Policies that affect Hell-
hoods must be cocreated, not im-

“Third, strengthening oversight
bodies. Independent watchdogs,
civil sockety. onganisations and
investigative media must be em-

g In Pat s 3 vk
“The uprising In Pa wake-
up call. It Mﬂl:ﬂl\l! that goy-

cits that threaten [ts institutions.
“This is not just a matter of policy:
It Is a matter of consclence.

We t demand muore from
ot not just competence,
bast character. Not just tesults,
but responsibility. Not just power,
butprinciple.

then can we build 2 gov:
emnment that truly serves the
people, and earms their trust and
legitimacy,

The Jakarta Pat/Jakarts
“Tokowi™ Widodo's ascent
the

powes polil
cal outsider with limited connec-
tions to the elites, a refreshing

tem showing signs of the New Or-
der's oid playbook of co-optation
and repression, experts said an
Wednesday during the faunch of
The fakawi Presidency: fndoresia’s
-of Authoritarian Revival.
The book, introduced in cel-
ebration of the 60 anniversary
of the ANU Indonesia Project,
assernbles Jcadar;g scholars from
& wide range of felds, includ-
ing foreign j, security, eco-
nomics, palitics, and human
rights. It examines fokowi's po-
litigal evolution and lts impact on
Indoneshi
At the event, hosted by the la-
karta-based Centre for Strategic
and [ntemational Studies (CSI5),
researcher and ., coeditor

smsy;}q‘mid:

" .."."_"

Special shout-out: Former president Joko *Jokowi® Widodo r:_ulm% gresting on Friday a3 he, nl_img

FuniteraAerg Cinat Uit/ Pool

with former president Susilo Bambang Yudboyono and former vice presidents Try Sutrisno, Boediono

and Jusuf Kalla, attends President Prabowo Sublanto's annual
the country’s Independence Diy in Jakarta.

personal power,” faffrey said.
Despite bis focus o infra-
striscture 2nd evongmic growth,
by the time he left office, Jokowi
Hed delivered only “modest eco-
nomic change”, eoeditor Eve War-

burtomn
“Even thuugh we think of him
. i

.ﬂt__._l&__or“llt Nation address, ahead of

r SRS
When he left office last Oc- dinary political capital, often in

tober, Jokowl's approval 4
b s o g
the iverage for his two tum;f
several polls showed.
Jaffrey attributed this 1o
Timib it

and

 humbhe
understanding of what ordinary!

winhuedd,

ways that were completely un:
| ghecked.”
“ Buill, falfrey said lnd

Climate

Crisis

driving young

Indonesians
out of school

Report warns of health,
early marriage risks

©o . Radhiyya ludea

The Jakarta Post/ Jakarta

The worsening climate crisis
is disrupting the lives and fu-
ture of Indonesian youths, forc-
ing some out of school and fnto
work while threatening their
health and access to food, @c-
corpding to the latest report by
child rights NGO Save the Chil-

dren, presented at The Jakarfa

Pasr'a office earlior this weak.
Based on consultations. In
July with teenagers aged 15 to
19 in Jakarta and Kupang, East
Nr:s:t'i'e'rwm.lthc Tepar fournd
e fisechh:

Cavojded 9 complete - authoritar-
Han reversal, polnting to Jokowi's

i fior a third term &s prook
4 some democratic guardralls,

articulated developmiental ambi-
tlon, what our scholars and ana-
fysts In this book shiw is that the
rosulls were very mixed,” War-
liwrton said.

A central puradox in jokowl's
presidency, she added, was that he

remained among the most popu

lar leaders in’ Indopesia's demo:

crathe era, despite what academics
ity b

as an “ihandon-

serve Jokow's coonomic vision

* ment of what they thought to bea
mission”.

and ultimately for the pursuit of dm_mm.dr

that his predecessors and -
cal ellees were not ahke tum
ing Jokowi's expansion of sockl
assistance (Bansos), which erftics
allege was politicized toward the
end of his presidency.

. “To the elites, this i ofténcon-
sidered & waste of money of can
come sorass a5 something: that
it parranage in politics, but it in

a very real way, makes 2 differs

ence in ordinary people’s lives,!
she said. “That understanding
allowed Jokowl 10 wield extraor-

by

Hiroshi Wiymma

AP U Fross

to praty for peace at Yasdlami.
e of Tapan’s sumender

o elite rivaly and public
backing for direct elections, re-
mained intict.

*he political elites and par-
ties themsetves don't want o see
a1\ System concentrating power n
ane persar or party,” Warbarton
added. She noted that the public's
stropg suppart for democracy and

lirpet #lections, even mobilizing
I the streets when they feel key
democraric institutng are under
theat, serves us another critical

© safeguard sgainst deepes demo-

eatic decline.

Japan’s emperor expresses ‘deep remorse’ 80 years after WWII

when a ynp hy Uhen-premier
Shinzo Abe sparked fury in Bed
jing: andt Seoul, and & rare diplo-
matic rebuke from close ally the
United States.

) ‘
Reflection, yrongdoings

With n"'u'mmutun.'s abonve
50 de % in. the nlt‘unus!:.w
grounds around the shrine, [ere
wath & s of pmbredlas a3 people
trled vo ghelter from the suf At
lenst two pegple hecame unell
In’ the heat gnd were foreed to
strk

R 1 Eguichi, & 53-yeru-l:|d
seraphic designes from Tokyo, lold
‘AFF Yasukurd served as an arces-
ilrl:le plate in the heart of the city
uridinary pegple to reflect o
the nation's history.
"We'live in a moment when
Walrs have broken out or are likely
10 break aut in various places,” he
mltﬁma fere 10 look bacl
A ne, ind
it .]vlﬂllhanbn ncfuding
. Anathervisitor, who identified
himself anly by his sumame Hi-
dressed in » [apanese
amy uniform to ool
the war deaid.

and extreme weather has caused
crop fallures and triggered nat
ural disasters, upending daily
life for children in both niral
and urban areas, y

In |akarta, several children
described  struggling - 1o ac-
cess nutritious food, consum-
ing instart noodles more aften
than vegetables and fish, Many
avoided  fish  altogether, cit-
ing worsening water quality as
{leods become more commaon,

“Ivs so hard 10 even eat fish,
because we know how much
bacteria and germs are in the

Narni from
talists

Ui Arta Siagian, campulgn
manager of the Indonesian Fo-
rum for the Environment (Wal-
hi}, said the findings align with
Iher group's own research link- ¢
ing the climate crisis 1o moge
ecological disasters, worsening
economic conditions angd” de-
di'l‘lirr‘l]xr}d'ldreu's health. |

e climate crisis Smpocted
the quality and quantity of our
farmers’ - agricultural | produce,
which coused the community's
egonaomy to suffer, |...| Further
more, it also directly impacts
children’s nutritional needs,”
Ui told the Past on Wednesday,
adding that Walhi has docu-
mented reduced harvests of caf-
fee, staple crops and local pro-
duce in multiple regions.

Uli warned the trend would
worsen unless there are “funda-
mental changes in policics and
real actions™ from the govern-

ment.

Under President  Prabawo
Subiante’s administration, In-
donesia has made several cli-
mnte pledges, including schiev-
Ing net-zern emissions by 2060
and retiring all coal-fired power

2040,

water due to the floods,” said Ja-  plants by 204
Hased Amirah, who opted However, Uli criticized sev-
fora psendonym, in the report. eral laws for enabling “the de-

Meteorology, Clima-

struction of nature in the name

tology and Agern
oy (BMKG) has cautioned since
April that the country would see

af i *, aingling out the

Job Creation Law, which has

faced backiash. for potentiafly
\ f

more | di-
sasters due to climate change,
Including lloods.

In Kupang, [ailed harvests
and declining fish stocks have
forced families 1o substitute rice
with cheaper staples like cassas
va and corn, while once-abun-
dant local fruits - hove grawn
scarce and expensive.

The dire situation has pushed
some children 1o leawve school
and work o help support their
families. i
| ended  up working] be-
cause my father couldn’t pro-
duce any vegetables on our fam-
« ly's farm due to the dry season,

which reduced my pocket mon-

ey [rom Hp 5,000 (31 US cents
to Rp 1.000," said Kupang-bay

Tono, zlso not his real name.
‘The report also found that
girls fage even tougher times
from the climate-jmuced situa-
tion, with many forced into ear-
ly marriage o ease their fam-
ily's financial burden. Erequent
evacuations due 1o natural dis
sasters also expose gils to ha-
rassment at shelters.

|
i

-

tections.

She urged its repeal ol
the passage of long -delayed
Islation such as the Indige
Rights bill und & proposed
imate [ustics bill

“Future g:;utralt.loni_-i_ in-
Terit a dire situation if nothing
changes,” Uli said. G

Representatives from the En-
vironment Ministry did not im-
mediately respond to the Pogi's
request for comments. i

Meanwhile, Save the qm‘
dren has urged the govers.

fected chitdren recejve
nutrition, and  stren:
foed security through ¢
resilient farming, among.
measures, ;

San e

Sarl




