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ABSTRACT
Wiratmo, Bonaventura Dono. 2009. An Analysis of Face and Content Validity of
Reading Section of the 2007 National Final Examination for Vocational
High Schools. Yogyakarta: English Language Education Study Program
Sanata Dharma University.
English teaching in vocational high schools is significant. It assists
students to achieve the informational level of literacy, which helps them be
prepared primarily for entering the working world. The students’ achievement of
that level of literacy is measured by means of a national final examination.
Considering the significance of the national final examination in determining the
students’ graduation, evaluating its validity is therefore important.
Language test validity includes face, content, construct and criterionreferenced validity. Due to the unavailability of the actual test scores and limited
time for the evaluation, only face and content validity were feasible for this
research. Content validation of the listening section was not feasible due to the
unavailability of the test audio cassette.
There were two questions that the research attempted to answer, namely 1)
How does national final examination year 2007 for vocational high schools meet
the criteria of face validity? and 2) How does reading section of national final
examination year 2007 for vocational high schools meet the criteria of content
validity? The researcher employed a qualitative inquiry, with document analysis
and interview as its instruments. The interviewees were five lecturers and ten
students of English Education Study Program of Sanata Dharma University.
Descriptive data gathered from the interviews with those research participants
functioned to answer the first research problem. The other descriptive data from
the document analysis functioned to answer the second research problem.
There were two findings of this research. First, the national final
examination year 2007 for vocational high schools met the criteria of face
validity. It looked acceptable to the research interviewees. However, some
critiques were addressed to the following parts: pictures clarity, instructions, page
layout, font, cover, and names of persons used in the test items. Part one in the
reading section was also criticized to look like testing speaking skills. Second, the
reading section of the national final examination year 2007 for vocational high
schools met the criteria of content validity because almost all of the test items
were relevant to the test specifications. Two test items were, however, irrelevant
because they deviated from the intended content.
Finally, the researcher expects that this research will provide a meaningful
feedback upon the administration of national final examination for vocational high
schools in Yogyakarta. The researcher suggests that the next national final
examination be designed better and more carefully. The researcher also expects
that this research will be useful for English practitioners and future researchers.
Keywords: national final examination, face validity, content validity.
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ABSTRAK
Wiratmo, Bonaventura Dono. 2009. An Analysis of Face and Content Validity of
Reading Section of the 2007 National Final Examination for Vocational
High Schools. Yogyakarta: Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris
Universitas Sanata Dharma.
Pengajaran bahasa Inggris di sekolah menengah kejuruan (SMK) penting
karena membantu para siswa mencapai level literasi informasional, yang menjadi
bekal bagi mereka terutama untuk memasuki dunia kerja. Pencapaian level literasi
tersebut diukur dengan ujian akhir nasional (UAN). Mengingat pentingnya UAN
dalam menentukan kelulusan para siswa, mengevaluasi validitas UAN ini pun
sama pentingnya.
Validitas test bahasa meliputi validitas permukaan, isi, konstruk, dan
kriteria. Karena tidak tersedianya nilai ujian dan terbatasnya waktu penelitian,
hanya validitas permukaan dan validitas isi yang dapat dievaluasi dalam penelitian
ini. Validitas isi untuk bagian menyimak tidak dapat dipenuhi karena tidak
tersedianya kaset audio untuk ujian itu.
Penelitian ini mencoba menjawab dua rumusan masalah, yaitu 1)
Bagaimana naskah soal UAN tahun 2007 untuk SMK memenuhi kriteria validitas
permukaan? dan 2) Bagaimana bagian membaca dalam naskah soal UAN tahun
2007 untuk SMK memenuhi kriteria validitas isi? Peneliti menggunakan jenis
penelitian kualitatif, dengan analisis dokumen dan wawancara sebagai instrumen.
Para partisipan dalam penelitian ini adalah lima dosen dan sepuluh mahasiswa
Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris Universitas Sanata Dharma. Data
deskriptif yang diperoleh melalui wawancara dengan para partisipan itu berfungsi
untuk menjawab pertanyaan yang pertama. Data deskriptif yang diperoleh dari
analisis dokumen berfungsi untuk menjawab pertanyaan kedua.
Ada dua temuan dari penelitian ini. Pertama, naskah soal UAN tahun 2007
untuk SMK memenuhi kriteria validitas permukaan, karena dapat diterima oleh
para partisipan. Namun, ada beberapa kritik untuk bagian-bagian berikut ini:
kejelasan gambar, instruksi soal, layout halaman, jenis huruf, sampul, dan nama
orang yang ada dalam butir-butir soal. Bagian pertama dalam bagian membaca
tampak seperti soal untuk mengukur kemampuan berbicara. Kedua, bagian
membaca dalam naskah soal UAN tahun 2007 untuk SMK memenuhi kriteria
validitas isi karena hampir seluruh butir soal sesuai dengan kisi-kisi soal. Dua
butir soal dinyatakan tidak sesuai karena menyimpang dari isi yang diharapkan.
Pada akhirnya, peneliti berharap penelitian ini berguna sebagai umpan
balik bagi pelaksanaan UAN untuk SMK di Yogyakarta. Peneliti mengajukan
saran agar naskah soal UAN untuk SMK di tahun-tahun berikutnya disusun
dengan lebih baik dan cermat. Peneliti juga berharap penelitian ini bermanfaat
bagi mereka yang berkecimpung di dalam dunia pengajaran bahasa Inggris dan
bagi para peneliti lain di masa yang mendatang.
Kata kunci: ujian akhir nasional, validitas permukaan, validitas isi.

viii

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First of all, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to my Savior,
Jesus Christ, for the greatest, endless love and blessings. He always shows me
the way to find out the answers to the questions “why” in my life.
I would like to address my sincere gratitude to my major sponsor, Christina

Kristiyani, S.Pd., M.Pd., for always encouraging me patiently with her invaluable
guidance, criticism, supports, and suggestions in finishing my thesis. I would also like
to express my sincere appreciation to Drs. Concilianus Laos Mbato, M.A., as my
co-sponsor, for giving me valuable suggestions and detailed corrections as well as
careful revisions to improve my thesis.

I especially thank the supervisor of vocational schools in Yogyakarta, Drs.
Harmiyanto, for his assistance and support when I started to work on this thesis. I
would also like to thank the English teacher at SMKN 2 Depok, Dra. Endang
Listyandari, for her support and help.
I would like to express my gratitude to Ag. Hardi Prasetyo, S.Pd., M.A.
for guiding me in finishing this thesis. I would like to thank the lecturers of
English Education Study Program who have contributed to this thesis
accomplishment, V. Triprihatmini, S.Pd., M.Hum., M.A., Yohana Veniranda,
S.Pd., M.Hum., Tutyandari, S.Pd., M.Pd., and Laurentia Sumarni, S.Pd.
I would like to give my sincere and deepest gratitude to all the lecturers of
English Language Education Study Program, especially my academic advisors,

ix

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

Dra. Retno Muljani and Paulus Kuswandono, S.Pd., M.Ed., for their support
and guidance during my study.
I would like to address my special gratitude to my father, Floribertus
Suhardiyanto, and my mother, Anastasia Wuryanti, who have always been
there for me with their sincere prayer. I thank them for always supporting me
patiently during my hard times in life and also during my study in Sanata Dharma
University. Through them I have learned to know God’s true love. My special
gratitude also goes to my brother, Anselmus Inharjanto, and my sister,
Vincentia Rosdri Wulandari, my brother-in-law, Yohanes Edi Susanto,
especially for supporting and encouraging me to finish my thesis soon. I thank
them for their sincere prayer for me.
I would like to address my special thanks to my bestfriends, Sius, Ambro,
Twedy, Joe, Upik, Eko for their assistance and support, and especially to Nduk
Uri for her great care and patience in helping and supporting me until I finished
my study. I would also like to thank my lovely cousins, Beni and Lusi, for giving
me example how to grow up.
I also give my gratitude to all my friends in the English Education Study
Program, especially to Melanie, Siwi, Sindu, Deni, Atik, Andri, Timur, Yusta,
Putri, Febri, Yoyok, Upik, Tomo, Lia, Retno, Mira, Heri, Mary and to those
who I cannot mention one by one here, for their help and support, as well as for
sharing all the good and bad times.

Bonaventura Dono Wiratmo

x

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Page
TITLE PAGE .....................................................................................................

i

APPROVAL PAGES .........................................................................................

ii

STATEMENT OF WORK’S ORIGINALITY ..................................................

v

LEMBAR PERNYATAAN PERSETUJUAN PUBLIKASI ................................... vi
ABSTRACT ....................................................................................................... vii
ABSTRAK ........................................................................................................... viii
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ............................................................................... ix
TABLE OF CONTENTS ................................................................................... xi
LIST OF TABLES ............................................................................................. xiv
LIST OF APPENDICES .................................................................................... xv
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ........................................................................

1

A. Research Background .................................................................

1

B. Problem Formulation ..................................................................

6

C. Problem Limitation .....................................................................

6

D. Objectives of the Research .........................................................

8

E. Benefits of the Research .............................................................

8

F. Definition of Terms .....................................................................

9

1. Validity ...................................................................................

9

2. Face Validity ........................................................................... 10
3. Content Validity ...................................................................... 10
4. English National Final Examination ....................................... 10
5. Vocational High School .......................................................... 11

xi

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE .................................. 12
A. Theoretical Description .............................................................. 12
1. Language Test ........................................................................ 12
2. Types of Language Tests ........................................................ 13
a. Proficiency Tests ................................................................ 15
b. Achievement Tests ............................................................. 15
c. Diagnostic Tests ................................................................. 16
d. Placement Tests ................................................................. 17
3. Language Tests Validity ......................................................... 17
a. Face Validity ...................................................................... 18
b. Content Validity ................................................................. 19
B. Theoretical Framework ............................................................... 21
CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY .............................................. 24
A. Research Method ........................................................................ 24
B. Research Participants .................................................................. 26
C. Research Instruments .................................................................. 28
D. Data Gathering Techniques ........................................................ 29
E. Data Analysis Techniques .......................................................... 31
1. Face Validity .......................................................................... 31
2. Content Validity ..................................................................... 32
F. Research Procedures ................................................................... 35

xii

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

CHAPTER IV DISCUSSION ............................................................................ 37
A. Face Validity of National Final Examination ............................. 37
1. Picture Clarity ......................................................................... 39
2. Test Instructions ..................................................................... 40
3. Page Layout ............................................................................ 41
4. Other Elements ....................................................................... 41
B. Content Validity of Reading Section
of National Final Examination ................................................... 42
1. Test Items 36-50: Reading Comprehension ........................... 45
2. Test Items 26-35: Error Identification .................................... 47
3. Test Items 16-25: Incomplete Dialogues ................................ 48
CHAPTER V CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS ................................... 54
A. Conclusions ................................................................................ 54
B. Suggestions ................................................................................. 57
REFERENCES ................................................................................................... 59

xiii

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

LIST OF TABLES

Table

Page

3.1 Test Specifications of Reading Section ...................................................... 32
4.1 Test Specifications of Reading Section with Content Relevance ............... 44
4.2 Inclusion of Topics of Learning in Reading Comprehension ...................... 46
4.3 List of Grammar Structures Tested in Part 2 of Reading Section ............... 47
4.4 Focus of Learning Topic Being Assessed ................................................... 49

xiv

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

LIST OF APPENDICES

Appendix

Page

APPENDIX 1: Interview Summary .................................................................. 62
APPENDIX 2: Item Analysis of Reading Section ............................................ 68
APPENDIX 3: Copy of Document of National Final Examination
Year 2007 for Vocational High School .................................... 92

xv

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

This chapter explains the research background, problem limitation,
problem formulation, objectives of the research, benefits of the research, and
definition of terms.
A. Research Background
English is a compulsory subject in Indonesia and studied as a foreign
language. In 2006, Indonesian government issued School-based Curriculum
(Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan) as a guideline to the teaching in all
education institutions. The launching of School-based Curriculum was a
realization of the government’s program in improving the previous curriculum;
Competency-based Curriculum (Kurikulum Berbasis Kompetensi). An informal
interview with a supervisor of vocational high schools in Yogyakarta found that
each of education unit has an opportunity to develop the curriculum based on
Content Standard (Standar Isi) approved by Musyawarah Guru Mata Pelajaran
(MGMP). MGMP is a convention of teachers of a particular learning subject.
The previous curriculum, Competency-based Curriculum, brings a
competency-based learning, in which teachers mostly become facilitators for their
students, as it is mentioned in Competency-based Curriculum (2003: 9-10). So as
to succeed, the government provides a complete set of documents containing
syllabus, models of learning activities and assessments for all education units. An
individual student’s success in learning is determined by an extent to which he or

1
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she has achieved all required competencies included in it. Competency-based
Curriculum specifies its main objective to develop four language skills, i.e.
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Grammar and vocabulary mastery are
learnt through those four language skills learning.
According to Kartono (www.erlangga.co.id), the difference between
School-based Curriculum and Competency-based Curriculum is mainly that
School-based Curriculum signifies a more contextualized education than the latter,
as it is meant by the government. School-based Curriculum requires each of the
education institutions to be responsible for the contextualization of the learning
materials. In other words, every education unit can develop its School-based
Curriculum and syllabus based on curriculum framework and competency
standard. Kartono also mention that the contextualization relies, as expected, on
the educators’ competence and mastery upon the learning materials. It is
necessary for the educators to identify the characteristics, potentials, development,
and needs of their students as learners, and to know the learners’ environment.
Those aspects of the learners have to become consideration for the educators in
planning the teaching-learning process.
After all, it is understandable that different education unit will develop and
implement different learning materials and methodology in line with the different
findings on the aspects of the learners. Suparno et al. (2002) as cited by Kartono
(www.erlangga.co.id)

mention

another

characteristic

that

School-based

Curriculum brings, namely a tendency of reducing learning materials from that of
Content Standard. Every school has autonomy to exclude some nonessential or
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repetitious learning materials, in accordance with the students’ needs. The
reduction of the learning materials, consequently, results in less time needed by
the educators to deliver the materials. The remaining time is allotted for the
students to have a self-learning or group learning. The students get enough time to
learn deeper, and they do not need to rush, for they have sufficient time to think
critically as well as to have a self-reflection on what they have learned. Some
schools may give extra learning materials to their students if the finding on the
aspects of the learners signifies them to do so.
Regardless of the implementation of the School-based Curriculum in 2006,
national final examination year 2007 was based on the Competency-based
Curriculum. National final examination year 2007 was administered in a period of
“curriculum transition”, between 2006 and 2009, during which each school was
expected to step by step implement the School-based Curriculum. Students who
took their final examination in 2007 have, however, been taught using the
Competency-based Curriculum, and thus accordingly their final examination was
based on that curriculum. The researcher sees national final examination year
2007 as a bridge that links the Competency-based Curriculum and School-based
Curriculum. The examination becomes a feedback upon the Competency-based
Curriculum and at the same time becomes an important input to the
implementation of the School-based Curriculum.
National final examination is important as an education quality controller
and a motivator for educators, education administrators, as well as for learners in
order to improve the education quality. It is in accordance with Undang-undang
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(Law of National Education) no. 20/2003, which says that an evaluation is
significant to control national education quality (pasal 57), and to monitor the
achievement level of the national standard for graduation (pasal 35). The national
final examination is therefore an achievement test, for it measures the students’
achievement upon particular competencies.
Vocational high school is an education unit that requires the students to
achieve the informational level of literacy in English subject. There are four levels
of literacy according to Wells (1987: 109), namely performative, functional,
informational, and epistemic. Junior high school students are expected to reach
functional level of literacy, in which they are able to use language to meet their
daily needs, such as reading newspapers, manuals, or instructions. Differently,
according to the Standard of Graduate’s Competencies for vocational high school,
English teaching in this level (vocational high schools) is expected to reach the
informational level, in which the students are able to access knowledge with their
language competence. With the achievement of informational level of literacy,
vocational high school students are prepared mainly for their working world, and
secondarily for their next education level. It makes vocational high schools
different from the other education units.
Evaluating a test is significant in that a test cannot be separated from
teaching and learning. The information whether or not the students can achieve
the objectives is shown by the students’ test results. Test is part of teaching and
learning process because it also provides feedback about the achievement of
learning objectives for those who are involved in the education system.
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Furthermore, evaluating national final examination for vocational high
schools is significant. Hughes (1989: 4) states the use and necessity of knowing a
person’s language ability, one of its ways is through a language test. In education
systems, such as vocational high schools, testing the students’ achievement
toward teaching objectives is needed. Without an achievement test, it is difficult
to see how rational educational decisions can be made.
In view of the importance of this national final examination, evaluating the
test’s validity can be seen as an attempt for improving the test quality. Being a
national measure of students’ achievement toward learning objectives, national
final examination must be valid. It should represent every school’s Content
Standard and Standard of Graduate’s Competencies. There are many factors that
can be considered as the causes of the students’ difficulties or even failures in
doing the examination, yet validity of the examination itself can be one of them.
Validity is one of the characteristics of a qualified test. Therefore, this research is
significant because it evaluate the validity of the national final examination year
2007 for vocational high schools.
An interview with a vocational high school practitioner revealed that the
documents of national final examination year 2007 were significantly different
from one province to another. The interviewee mentioned that the documents of
national final examination year 2007 for vocational high school used in Borneo
were different from the ones used in Palembang and Yogyakarta. This
phenomenon catches the researcher’s attention and triggers him to conduct a
deeper observation on the test’s validity, particularly on face and content validity.
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B. Problems Formulation
The problems of this research are as follows.
1. How does the national final examination year 2007 for vocational high schools
meet the criteria of face validity?
2. How does the reading section of the national final examination year 2007 for
vocational high schools meet the criteria of content validity?

C. Problems Limitation
The scope of education includes many formal education levels starting
from kindergarten, elementary school, junior and senior high school, to university.
National final examination is administered for all of those education levels
excluding the last one. However, this research limits its study on observing the
national final examination for vocational high schools.
Vocational high school is, in some aspects of learning, equivalent to senior
high school. The researcher chooses vocational high school on the reason that it is
the last and highest level of education whose students’ graduation depends on the
government’s policy. In addition, position of English subject in vocational high
school level is rather more significant compared to the one that is taught in those
of lower levels, even to the one taught in senior high schools. Vocational high
school students are expected to achieve the informational level of literacy, by
which they are able to access knowledge with their language competence. English
teaching in vocational high schools prepares the students mainly for their working
world, and secondly for entering the next education level.
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National final examination is categorized as an achievement test. Thus,
this research focuses its study on this type of test, among other types of language
tests. Aspect of language test that this research investigates is the validity of the
national final examination. Validity of a language test has four facets, namely face
validity, content validity, construct validity, and criterion-referenced validity.
However, the last two facets of validity, construct validity and criterionreferenced validity, are excluded from this research due to this research limitation
of time and source. Anastasi (1982: 136) as cited by Weir (1990: 26) stated that
“face validity is not validity in the technical sense.” Face validation is significant
in that it pertains to whether or not the test “looks valid” to those who deal with
the test.
The researcher performs the analysis of face validation of both listening
and reading sections. However, content validation is only performed to the
reading section due to the unavailability of the audio cassette. In addition,
construct and criterion-referenced validation fail to be done in this research.
According to Bachman and Cohen (1998: 50), construct validation deals with the
“judgmental and empirical justifications supporting the inferences made from test
scores”. Bachman and Palmer (1996: 21) also mention that construct validation is
related to the “meaningfulness and appropriateness” of the researcher’s
interpretations relevant to the actual test scores. Bachman (1990: 248) mentions
that criterion-referenced validity deals with demonstrating “a relationship between
test scores and some criterion which is (believed as) an indicator of the ability
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tested”. However, this research is not provided with the actual test scores, and
thus excludes the two validation processes from its investigation.
The writer chooses the document of national final examination for
vocational high school on English subject that has been tested to the students in
2007. The examination was administered a year after School-based Curriculum
was put into practice, yet it represented as a national final examination which
followed Competency-based Curriculum.

D. Objectives of the Research
Following the research problems formulated above, the objectives of this
research are thus:
1. to identify how the national final examination year 2007 for vocational high
schools meets the criteria of face validity.
2. to identify how the reading section of the national final examination year 2007
for vocational high schools meets the criteria of content validity.

E. Benefits of the Research
The writer expects that this research brings some benefits to those who are
working in English teaching area, practically English teachers. This research
provides information about the validity of national final examination year 2007
for vocational high schools. Specifically, this research is beneficial to those
working as test makers, for it gives them a feedback in the form of evaluation of
the test that they have made. For the writer himself, this research enriches his
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learning experiences in education field, especially in language testing. Conducting
research on language test validity, he gets a chance to practice analyzing validity
of an English test and thus practicing the knowledge he has acquired during his
study in English Language Education Study Program, especially the one that is
related to language testing.

F. Definition of Terms
1. Validity
Validity is defined as the degree to which a test actually measures
whatever it purports to measure. Henning (1987: 89), as cited by Alderson (1995:
170), explains the term validity as the “appropriateness” of a test or its problem
items in measuring what it is intended to measure. Associated with this research,
the national final examination is said to be valid only if it is approved to the
degree that it really measures what it is supposed to measure. Therefore, validity
that is meant in this research is the appropriateness of national final examination
as its problem items are approved to the degree that they really measure what they
are supposed to measure.
McNamara (2000: 50, 51) implies that there are four major procedures of
language test validation. If a test is to be called of high stakes, it must satisfy face
validity, content validity, construct validity and criterion-referenced validity
altogether if possible. However, this research focuses its investigation on the first
two validation procedures, namely face validation and content validation.
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2. Face Validity
Ingram (1977: 18) as cited by Alderson, Clapham and Wall (1995: 289)
defines face validity as “surface credibility or public acceptability”. In other
words, a test’s face validity is the extent to which a test looks acceptable and
credible. Therefore, face validation involves spontaneous judgment about the how
the test looks, which includes no more than a surface-level overview on the test.

3. Content Validity
Kerlinger (1973: 458) as cited by Alderson et al. (1995: 173) defines test
content validity as content representativeness or sampling adequacy of a test. It
has something to do with content relevance between the test and its specifications.
Content validation is thus a process of demonstrating that the language test is
relevant to and covers a “given area” of content or ability of the related language
course. McNamara (2000: 51) mentions that content validation is an investigation
on the relevance of topics included in test to the topics that have been delivered to
students. This research deals with the analysis of content validity of the reading
section of the national final examination year 2007 for vocational high schools.
Therefore, measuring content validity is a process of demonstrating that national
final examination year 2007 for vocational high schools is relevant to and covers a
given area of content in the related test specifications.

4. English National Final Examination
English national final examination is an English test that is administered at
the end of the academic year of an education institution. The test is made by the
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government and is administered in all education institutions over the country at
the same time. Heaton (1975: xi) calls this kind of test as school-leaving
examination due to the assumption that students taking the test are at the final
grade of a certain education unit. Heaton categorizes the school-leaving
examination, or national final examination, as an achievement test. National final
examination functions as an achievement test because it measures the students’
achievement of required competencies. The results of the national final
examination determine whether or not the students graduate from the education
level they are studying at. This research deals with the national final examination
year 2007 for vocational high schools.

5. Vocational High School
Vocational high school is equal to senior high school in terms of its level
of education. Some same learning subjects exist in both schools, indicating that
the two are of the same education level. The emphasis of vocational high schools
is on producing autonomous graduates, ready-to-work ones. Therefore, there are
practical subjects of learning which are taught in vocational high schools and
differ it from senior high schools.
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CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

This chapter consists of theoretical description and theoretical framework.
It discusses some theories concerning language testing along with the ways to
measure validity of a test. Several experts’ theories are included in this chapter in
order to be the basic thoughts of the research.
A. Theoretical Description
1. Language Test
Bachman (1990: 20) defines the term “test” as “a measurement instrument
designed to elicit a specific sample of an individual’s behavior”, by the means of
explicit procedures. The definition provides the basic, general of tests, whose
common forms are questions and problems related to certain subject. Oller (1979:
1) defines language test as an instrument that attempts to measure the extent to
which students have learned in a foreign language course. Combining the two
definitions, this research agrees that language test is a set of instruments in forms
of questions and problems whose function is to measure an individual student’s
language abilities and knowledge in relation to a foreign language that he or she
has learned.
In the first chapter, the writer has indicated that language test is a useful
instrument with which educators can obtain reliable and valid information on their
students’ language abilities. Students’ test results can become an important
feedback on how well an English course has been taught or learned. In addition,
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they become a feedback on the curriculum that have been developed and
implemented.
In view of the important role of language tests in educational system,
Shohamy (2001:2) emphasizes that “language tests need to be of high quality and
follow careful rules of science of psychometrics.” In other words, a good language
test must present accurate answers to the test takers in reference to the aspect of
knowledge that it measures. Furthermore, a high-quality language test must be
reliable and valid so as to give precise information on the test takers’ language
ability. Language tests may differ according to the purposes of their designing and
how they are designed. This difference is discussed in the following part of this
chapter.

2. Types of Language Tests
Language tests can be classified into two general categories. McNamara
(2000: 5) classifies language tests into paper-and-pencil language tests and
performance test in reference to their method of administration. Both kinds of
tests are found in all English courses. Performance-based tests, usually writing
and speaking tests, require students to perform their language ability in an act of
communication or more so as to be measured. Paper-and-pencil language tests
commonly assess students’ comprehension in two other language skills as well as
their mastery of grammar and vocabulary.
In paper-and-pencil language tests, the problem items are printed or
written on test papers. McNamara (2000: 5) adds that such test items are
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commonly constructed in “fixed-response format, in which a number of possible
responses is presented from which the candidate is required to choose.” Among
other fixed-response formats, however, multiple-choice format is the one that is
widely chosen and used in many English courses at various levels of education
units. Shohamy (2001: 2) affirms that such type of objective items are relied on in
traditional testing because any statistical unreliability can be minimized within
such test format.
McNamara (2000: 5) gives an example of multiple-choice format as
follows.
Select the most appropriate completion of the sentence.
I wonder what the newspaper says about the new play. I must read the …...
(a) criticism
(b) opinion
(c) review
(d) critic
Students who take this test must choose one correct answer among other
alternatives given. The answer is the key, while the other four alternatives
function as distractors. The alternatives are chosen and taken from predicted
responses of the students, and those distractors are generally based on students’
common misunderstanding.
Some experts, however, have categorized language tests into some types.
Tests can be categorized into four in accordance with the use of their results.
Shohamy (2001: 2) states that tests results may be used “for comparing scores of
test takers, classifying test takers into appropriate proficiency levels, assigning
levels and accepting or rejecting test takers”.
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More specifically, Hughes (1989: 9) categorizes language tests according
to the information that is sought through them. There are, thus, at least four types
of language tests in view of their purposes and objectives. They are proficiency
test, achievement test, diagnostic test, and placement test. In order to make a
distinction, those types of language tests are described below.
a. Proficiency Tests
In reference to Hughes (1989: 9), proficiency tests are tests which are
designed to measure whether or not an individual “has sufficient command of a
language for a particular purpose”, for example proficiency tests for candidates of
United Nations translator. Proficiency tests measure people’s ability in a language
without considering any language courses they may have had in that language.
They simply test the people’s language proficiency for certain needs. Content of a
proficiency test is based on a specification of what the candidates have to be able
to do in the language in order to be considered proficient. In short, this type of
language tests does not necessarily relate to a particular language course. Heaton
(1975: xi) emphasizes that proficiency tests do not need to take into account any
syllabus which test takers have followed because the test takers are generally of
various language-learning backgrounds.
b. Achievement Tests
Unlike proficiency tests, achievement tests are related closely to a
language course preceding them because they attempt to measure an individual’s
language capability during or after taking the course. McNamara (2000: 7) puts in
plain words the distinction between achievement tests and proficiency tests:
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Whereas achievement tests relate to the past in that they measure what
language the students have learned as a result of teaching, proficiency test
look to the future situation of language use without necessarily any
reference to the previous process of teaching.
Achievement tests are constructed in order to gather information about
students’ progress in relation to a language course they have followed or are
following. Alderson et al. (1995: 12) mention that content of achievement tests is
based on the course syllabus or the course handbook. In this way, achievement
tests have a significant position in language teaching and learning in that they
support language teaching and learning. Achievement tests function as a means of
language ability measurement as well as feedback provider for educators. They
give information on how successful the course or education system has been in
achieving the learning objectives.
Hughes (1989: 10) divides achievement tests into two: final achievement
tests and progress achievement tests. The difference between the two is just on the
time of administration. While final achievement tests are administered at the end
of a course, progress achievement tests are administered at various times
throughout a language course.
c. Diagnostic Tests
Alderson et al. (1995: 12) explain diagnostic tests as the ones that are
designed mainly for identifying test takers’ weaknesses or strengths in a particular
language course. Bachman (1990: 60) puts a notion that knowing the test takers’
weaknesses and strengths is helpful in determining appropriate types and levels of
teaching and learning activities. Bachman (1990: 60) further states that diagnostic
tests are generally “designed and developed specifically to provide detailed
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information about the specific content domains that are covered in a given
program or that are part of a general theory of language proficiency”. They can be
based either on theory or syllabus.
d. Placement Tests
Alderson et al. (1995: 292) mention that placement tests are mainly made
and administered in order to measure students’ levels of language ability with the
intention that they can be put in an appropriate class accordingly. Content of
placement tests can be taken from syllabus of a particular language course that
concerned with the tests. It can also be taken from any unrelated materials.
Students are generally placed into certain class or course level according to their
grade ranking, whether it is high or low. Students with high grade rank are put in a
higher class and those with low grade rank in a lower class understandably.

3. Language Tests Validity
Hughes (1989: 7) indicates that validity is one of criteria of a good test. A
good test must be reliable, valid, practical, and have beneficial backwash. In the
earlier chapter, it has been mentioned that validity of a language test is a degree to
which the test actually measures whatever it purports to measure. McNamara
(2000: 50, 51) mentions four aspects of language test validity. They are face
validity, content validity, construct validity and criterion-referenced validity.
Hughes (1989: 22) emphasizes that those four aspects need attention. Despite their
significance in language test validation, construct and criterion-referenced validity
were excluded from the explanation below. They were excluded due to the
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inability of this research to provide the actual test scores, which were needed in
construct and criterion-referenced validations. The other two facets of validity,
face and content validity, are elaborated in the following part of the chapter.
a. Face Validity
McNamara (2000: 133) defines face validity as a degree of language test
acceptability for those who are involved in its designing and use. A language test
is said to be face valid only if it satisfies their expectations. Ingram (1977: 18), as
cited by Alderson et al. (1995: 289), agrees that face validity is “surface
credibility or public acceptability”. Heaton (1975: 153) gives an example of face
invalidity, implying that a language test that has been designed mainly for one
country may lack face validity if it is administered for other country. A reading
comprehension or vocabulary test that contains words such as “typhoon”,
“sampan”, “abacus”, and “chopsticks” may be valid in Hong Kong, but they will
appear to be invalid when they are administered in a country in Africa.
Alderson et al. (1995: 173), however, believe that test takers’ performance
and response to a language test is somehow affected by their consideration on
whether or not the test is face valid. Heaton (1975: 153) also put in plain words
that the test takers’ motivation in doing the test is “maintained” if the test fulfills
face validity because most test takers will try harder if the test looks good. In
other words, face invalidity of a language test is potential to a certain extent for
the test takers’ failure.
Ensuring face validity of a language test is important in view that this
validation procedure is one of the major aspects of validity. The procedure of face
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validation “involves an intuitive judgement about the test’s content by people
whose judgement is not necessarily expert”, as it is mentioned by Alderson et al.
(1995: 289). Alderson et al. (1995: 172) mention that the process of face
validation simply deal with how those people comment on the appearance of the
language test, although there may be little attention paid to several test items,
instructions, or time allocation. Analyzing face validity of an English language
test is thus an attempt for gathering people’s opinion on whether the test looks
valid as an English test or not.
b. Content Validity
Kerlinger (1973: 458) as cited by Alderson et al. (1995: 173) writes that
content validity of a language test refers to content representativeness of the test.
Content representativeness of a test means the adequacy of content sampling
within a test. In other words, the test must contain as sufficient content samples as
possible in order to fulfill content validity.
Hughes (1989: 22) states that a language test is said to have content
validity only if the test contains a “proper sample of the relevant structures”. The
relevant structures depend on the purpose of the test. One way to judge whether or
not a language test has content validity is by comparing and matching the test
items with the test specifications. The test has content validity if it is proved to
contain a proper number of samples from the test specifications. It is in line with
Bachman and Palmer (1980: 41), who mention that the test is content valid if “the
selection of tasks” that appear in the test “is representative of the larger set of
tasks of which the test is assumed to be a sample”.
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Heaton (1975: 154) has the same opinion about content validity. To have
content validity, “a language test should be so constructed as to contain a
representative sample of the course”. Procedure of content validation involves a
careful analysis of the language being tested and of the particular course
objectives. The relevance between the test items, or the test content, and the
course objectives should be apparent. McNamara (2000: 25) implies that test
content must reflect carefully the domain of the test, that is, the set of tasks or the
kinds of behaviors in the criterion setting.
Content validation is, therefore, a necessary stage in a language test
validation, as emphasized by Bachman (1990: 244). It should demonstrate that the
language test is relevant to and covers a “given area” of content or ability of the
related language course. A test developer needs a list of given area of content or
ability (content areas) in order to generate test items. Therefore, procedure of
content validation may make use of the same list of given content areas to check
out its relevance with the test items. Bachman (1990: 71) writes that the
development of achievement tests is generally based on particular course syllabus,
which represents the content areas. Alderson et al. (1995: 173) clearly mention
that content validation calls for the investigator to analyze and compare the test
content with the test specification, e.g. a formal teaching syllabus, curriculum, or
domain specification.
According to Bachman (1990: 244), content validation includes two facets,
namely content coverage and relevance. Content coverage indicates the coverage
of content areas that are required in a language test, or the degree of test tasks
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representation of the behavioural domain in question. Investigation on the second
aspect requires the specification of the behavioural domain in question and the
attendant specification of the task or test domain. In short, it involves a thorough
analysis of the language test content relevance to the specification. The analysis
should end up concluding whether or not the test contains adequate content
samples from the specification.
McNamara (2000: 51) implies that the investigation on a language test
content validity is an observation on the relevance of topics included in test to the
topics that have been delivered to students. It may understandably involve the
consideration about the purpose of the test designing as well. McNamara (2000:
25) also puts a notion that the view about test content is related closely to the view
of the test construct. A language test development must be started with a
consideration about the test content, that is what are to be included in the test. The
decisions about the test content imply a consideration about the way language and
language use are viewed in test performance, along with the relevance between
test performance and real-world context of use.

B. Theoretical Framework
Language test is a set of instruments in forms of questions and problems
whose function is to measure an individual student’s language abilities and
knowledge in relation to a foreign language that he or she has learned. It is a
useful instrument with which educators can obtain reliable and valid information
on their students’ language abilities. That information is a feedback for the
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implementation of curriculum and syllabus. Therefore, a language test must be of
high-quality, guaranteeing its validity, so as to give precise information about the
test takers’ language ability.
In view of the purpose of its designing and use, national final examination
for vocational high school is categorized into achievement test. Its aim is to gain
information about students’ progress or development against learning objectives
within a language course they have followed or are following. Content of national
final examination is based on syllabus and curriculum for senior high school. It
characterizes this test as an achievement test besides that the test is administered
at the end of school year. Basing the content on syllabus and curriculum, national
final examination gives information on how successful the course or education
system has been in achieving its learning objectives.
In order for national final examination to be of high quality, it must fulfill,
at least, the criteria of validity. Language test validity is the extent to which the
test actually measures whatever it is supposed to measure. Language test
validation includes several if not all of these aspects: face validity, content validity,
construct validity and criterion-referenced validity. However, this research limits
its investigation on the test face and content validity.
National final examination is said to be face valid only if it satisfies the
expectations of stakeholders, namely those who are involved in its designing and
use. However, the stakeholders can be represented. It is mentioned that face
validation involves an intuitive judgment about how the test looks by people
whose judgement is not necessarily expert. Therefore, this research calls for some
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people, who have sufficient background knowledge about language test validity,
to give their judgement on the test face validity. Those people mainly comment on
the appearance of the national final examination, although there may be little
attention paid to several test items, instructions, or time allocation.
Within the second aspect of validity, national final examination must
contain a proper sample of relevant learning topics. The relevant learning topics
can be found in the syllabus and curriculum for senior high school, which is
competency-based. In order to judge whether national final examination has
content validity the researcher needs to compare and match its items with the
relevant syllabus and curriculum, from which test specifications are generated.
The national final examination must be proved to contain proper number of
samples from the test specifications.
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CHAPTER III
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This chapter discusses the method employed in this research. It consists of
six parts, namely, research method, research subjects, research instruments, data
gathering techniques, data analysis techniques, and research procedures.
A. Research Method
This research was a qualitative inquiry, because it dealt with descriptive
data. In accordance with Ary, Jacobs, Razavieh (2002: 425), who mention about
qualitative inquiry, this research made use of descriptive data rather than numeral
and statistical ones. Investigation on the face validity of the national final
examination year 2007 for vocational high school and the content validity of its
reading section involved descriptive analysis.
The researcher measured the test validity by analyzing the test items in
reference to the aspects of test validity which have been explained in the previous
chapter. Measuring the test‟s validity, the researcher needed the Competencybased Curriculum as the test specifications. He needed to observe the relevance of
each test item with the learning materials included in the curriculum. In order to
do that, the documents of the national final examination and related curriculum
were needed as primary sources.
The researcher made use of those important documents and did necessary
analysis based on some theories on language test validity. Since the primary
sources are those of academical documents, this research was a documentary
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analysis. In relation to the documentary analysis, Ary et al. (2002: 27) put forward
a notion that document analysis focuses on analyzing and interpreting recorded
material within its own context. Best (1977: 129) explains that document analysis,
or content analysis, copes with a “systematic examination” of existing documents
as the sources of data. In this research, the analysis or examination of national
final examination was followed by the researcher‟s description about the
relevance of each test item with the curriculum. This research was thus called a
descriptive research, and was categorized as a qualitative research.
Ary et al. (2002: 425) explain that qualitative research “deals with data
that are in the form of words, rather than numbers and statistics”. It is an
important consideration in a qualitative research that the researcher deals with
those descriptive data which are gathered from interviews, observations, and the
collection of documents. In relation to that, during the investigation, a qualitative
researcher generally makes his or her own records in order to keep his or her
thoughts, feelings, assumptions, motives, and rationale that he or she needs for
decisions making. Here, in this process, the researcher gathers the data and at the
same time works on the data analysis. He does not need to wait until all data are
ready to start on interpreting the data.
Furthermore, Ary et al. (2002: 425, 426) put in plain words the so-called
inductive analysis.
From the outset of the first interview or observation, the qualitative
inquirer is reflecting on the meaning of what he or she has heard and seen,
developing hunches (working hypotheses) about what it means and
seeking to confirm or disconfirm those hunches in subsequent interviews
or observations. It is a process of inductive data analysis–it proceeds from
data to hypotheses to theory.
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This research worked on the similar inductive analysis in investigating the
validity of national final examination. Having worked with his own notes and
records on the test validity, the researcher confirmed his presumption in the results
of preceding and subsequent interview and observation.

B. Research Participants
This research dealt with descriptive data that the researcher gathered from
the document analysis and interviews. Since the subject of this research was the
national final examination for vocational high schools year 2007, the researcher
himself conducted the document analysis. The focus of this research analysis was
on the validity of each test item in view of the curriculum being in use within the
year. Since the focus of analysis was merely on one aspect of language tests, and
not on other aspects such as reliability and practicality, this research did not
require test takers to be observed. Analyzing reliability, for instance, would
certainly call for a group of students who had completely engaged in the actual
administration of national final examination to be retested. Retesting those
students would be a particular challenge for this research due to their
unavailability either they had graduated or not. This research analysis of reliability
was therefore unfeasible and not recommended, considering that taking other
group of students from different year would cause the research to deviate from its
objective.
However, this research investigation on face validity called for other
people‟s opinion. Gathering opinion from those who have sufficient background
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knowledge about language test validity might ease and thus benefited this research.
Therefore, the researcher appointed five lecturers and ten students of English
Education Study Program of Sanata Dharma University to give their opinion
about the face validity of the national final examination. The researcher conducted
short interviews to them, showing a copy of national final examination document.
In this short interview, the researchers simply threw two simple questions to the
interviewees. The first question was whether the 2007 national final examination
for vocational high schools was, in their opinion, face valid. The second question
was why they thought that the national final examination was face valid or not
face valid.
National final examination year 2007 for vocational high schools itself is
divided into two parts, namely listening section and reading section. The former
section consists of 15 test items, which are put into four parts. The first part
consists of three test items complete with a picture relevant to the question in each
number, whereas each of the other parts consists of four test items. Every of the
listening part represents different levels of difficulty and ways of answering the
questions. The remaining section is divided into seven parts that vary in the levels
of difficulty and comprehension. The readings in this section are varied from short
conversation, procedure, advertisements, short passages, to letters. The total
number of the test items is 50.
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C. Research Instruments
There were two instruments employed in this qualitative research, namely
document analysis and interview. Both instruments were used in order to gather
descriptive data and functioned as the primary sources of data in this research.
Therefore, they were significant to the research finding in answering this research
problems formulated in the first chapter, namely how the 2007 national English
final test for vocational high schools meets the criteria of face validity, and how
its reading section meets the criteria of content validity. The intended documents
were national final examination year 2007 for vocational high school, syllabus,
Competency-based Curriculum, and test specifications.
Ary et al. (2002: 434) state that interview is one of the instruments that
most qualitative researchers use due to its advantage. Within interviews, the
researcher is able to obtain people‟s opinions, beliefs, and feelings about
particular topic or situation in their own words. In other words, interview can
provide some information that cannot be obtained from observation, or instead it
can verify the observation. Interviews were conducted by the researcher to five
lecturers and ten students of English education study program of Sanata Dharma
University in order to gather descriptive data to answer the first research problem,
namely how the national final examination year 2007 for vocational high schools
meets the criteria of face validity.
In reference to Ary et al. (2002: 435), documents were significantly used
in this qualitative research. They note that in order to obtain the wanted
comprehension of the phenomenon being observed, printed documents might be
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used by a qualitative researcher. The documents that were used are of those which
Bogdan and Biklen (2003: 127) have called as official documents. They state that
qualitative researchers are now beginning to make use of such documents as their
primary sources. Therefore, in this research, the researcher was interested in the
documents themselves and used the interviews as supplementary instrument. The
researcher‟s analysis of the documents functioned to answer the second research
problem, namely how the national final examination year 2007 for vocational high
schools meets the criteria of content validity.

D. Data Gathering Techniques
In this research, the researcher used documents as the primary sources of
descriptive data. They were document of national final examination year 2007 for
vocational high schools and document of Standard Graduate‟s Competence year
2007 for vocational high schools. The researcher obtained the copy of those
documents from SMKN 2 Depok, Sleman, one of vocational high school in
Yogyakarta. Nevertheless, the research was not focused on the concerning
vocational high school.
The document of national final examination was the one that the
researcher mainly observed to find out the validity. The researcher analyzed the
validity of the test in reference to the theory of validity elaborated in the previous
chapter. He checked the consistency and relevance of each test item to the
materials included in the concerning test specifications. During the process of his
observation, the researcher might take some notes on particular findings. However,
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he made a copy of the document at first so as to make it easier to do the analysis
of each test item.
Data that were obtained from this kind of analysis were descriptive
because the researcher did not deal with any numerical data nor did he work on
particular calculation. The researcher checked the test item‟s relevance to the
teaching materials in the test specifications as well as described it.
Preceding the analysis of the test items, the researcher conducted several
non-structural interviews with two vocational high school practitioners. The
interviewees were a supervisor for vocational high schools in Yogyakarta and a
practitioner at SMKN 2 Depok Sleman, Yogyakarta. The interviews were
conducted in order for the researcher to get a clearer picture about School-level
Curriculum, its difference from Competency-based Curriculum, and also about
national final examination for vocational high schools in relation to the latter. The
information about the two curriculums was important in that it helped the
researcher decide whichever factors were to take into account in his research, and
whichever were not. Therefore, the interviews were conducted in order to support
the researcher‟s analysis of the test items.
The researcher also conducted some short interviews in order to gather
other descriptive data about face validity of the national final examination. The
interviews were conducted to some lecturers and students of English Education
Study Program of Sanata Dharma University, on the reason that the have already
had background knowledge about face validity of language tests.
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E. Data Analysis Techniques
The analysis of this research focused on the document of national final
examination year 2007 for vocational high schools. Each test item was observed
in reference to the validity of language test, so as to find out its consistency and
relevance to the test specifications. In other words, this research attempted to seek
if the national final examination has really measured what it purported to measure.
Best (1977: 129) says that researches generally “classify and evaluate the
contents of documents according to established criteria”. The established criteria
in this research were those of language test validity. The validity of the national
final examination was evaluated in accordance with the content validity and face
validity. These were the established criteria that the researcher used for analyzing
the national final examination:
1. Face Validity
Alderson et al. (1995: 172) highlight that, as “tests „surface credibility or
public acceptability‟”, face validity may take into account some „lay‟ people‟s
judgments against the test. Therefore, the researcher obtained descriptive data by
asking for some people‟s opinion about the face validity of the national final
examination year 2007 for vocational high schools beside his own opinion. Some
lecturers and students of English education study program were asked to help him
with this part of validity investigation. The researcher conducted short interviews
to them asking whether the document of the test was, in their opinion, face valid.
The researcher intended to gather their opinion on the face validity after they had
been presented with the copy of the national final examination. They did not need
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to look carefully at the content or construct of the test items. Their opinion was
just at the “surface-level” aspect of the test.
2. Content Validity
Related test specifications are necessary in measuring a test‟s content
validity. Hughes (1989: 23) suggests researchers to prepare the test specifications
before conducting the analysis of the content validity. Since this research
investigated the validity of national final examination year 2007 for vocational
high schools, the test tasks were derived from Competency-based Curriculum and
relevant syllabus, which turned out to agree with Standard of Graduate‟s
Competencies (Standar Kompetensi Lulusan) year 2006/2007.
The test specifications of national final examination year 2007 for reading
section are shown in Table 3.1 below.
Table 3.1 Test Specifications of Reading Section
STANDARD OF
GRADUATE’S
COMPETENCIES
2. Students are able to
comprehend the
meaning of
interpersonal and
transactional written
discourse, whether
formal or informal,
that is related to
daily life,
occupation, and
profession.

TOPICS
a. Finding main idea, implicit/explicit detailed information,
derivation, synonym, antonym, word meaning from
particular written texts.
b. Finding words/phrases within a written text or short
conversation inappropriate to grammar or its context.
c. Determining appropriate response to particular
expressions:
1. greetings
2. introduction
3. describing things, people, situation, process
4. comparing two or more things, people, or situation
5. handling guests/customers directly and on the telephone
6. imperative: order, request, prohibition, direction
7. offering
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STANDARD OF
GRADUATE’S
COMPETENCIES

TOPICS
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

showing agreement/disagreement
making reservation
asking for and giving suggestion
asking for and giving opinion/information
asking for and giving advice
showing ability
asking for and giving permission
showing possibility
showing obligation
daily/progressive/past/future/present perfect progressive
activities/the ones that are repeated in the past.
18. thanking
19. making invitation
20. congratulating

The standard of graduate‟s competencies of reading skill is elaborated in
some more specific topics as shown in the table above. The standard signifies that
students are supposed to be able to comprehend the meaning of interpersonal and
transactional written context of discourse, whether it is formal or informal, which
is related to daily life, occupation, and profession. Transactional meaning is a
variation of interpersonal meaning. Interpersonal meaning of a clause is obvious
from its mood, which consists of a subject and finite verb. A mood can make a
distinction on one‟s intention or mood, whether it is informing the listener, asking,
or giving an order.
The test specifications of the reading section above thus serve as the
“standard of comparison” for the researcher to determine the content
representativeness of the test. The test content representativeness means the
adequacy of content sampling within the test. In other words, the reading section
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of the national final examination year 2007 for vocational high school must
contain as sufficient content samples as possible of the topics in the test
specifications above in order to fulfill its content validity.
During the content analysis, the researcher follows the division of the
reading section of the test and compares each of its part with three main topics of
learning as shown in Table 3.1. The reading section is divided into reading
comprehension, error identification, and incomplete dialogues. Topics of learning
that must be covered in the reading comprehension (test items 36-50) are finding
main idea, implicit/explicit detailed information, derivation, synonym, antonym,
or word meaning from particular written texts. Error identification part covers the
learning topic of finding words/phrases within a written text or short conversation
that are inappropriate to grammar or its context. The incomplete dialogues part is
related to the learning topic of determining appropriate response to particular
expressions. The latter contains some more specific topics of learning. Those
more specific topics of learning are listed as sub topics. They are numbered as 1
up to 20 in Table 3.1.
The researcher‟s task was then to compare each test item in the reading
section with the test specifications. This was how he investigated the test‟s
content relevance. However, not everything that appeared in the test specifications
was included in the test. What the researcher attempted to find out was the extent
to which they appear in the test. In this part of the research, the researcher
attempted to find out whether the learning topics shown in Table 3.1 are covered
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in each part of the reading sections. The researcher also elicits any test item that
deviates from the intended topic of learning to be claimed as invalid.
As explained previously, the analysis was done by seeking test items
relevance to the teaching materials as summarized in the test specifications. The
researcher worked on the test paper, analyzing each test item to find out if it really
represent and is relevant to the test specifications. Data that were gathered in this
type of analysis were thus descriptive because the researcher dealt with some
notes and explanations that he has made during the analysis. The data was then
arranged into a more systematic description in order to become the answer to
question of research problem.

F. Research Procedures
This research completion was through some significant steps that the
researcher had to pass. Since it initiated from the researcher‟s particular interest
and curiosity in language testing, the researcher has had a motivation on learning
more about it. Knowing almost only at surface level about language testing, the
researcher started this research with a “library study”. He gained some important
source books about language testing and learnt about language test validity.
The researcher applied two types of language test validity in evaluating the
validity of national final examination for vocational high schools, namely face
validity and content validity. Then, he made a theoretical framework for this
research according to some experts‟ explanation and theories on language test
validity. In order to gather research data, the researcher gained the document of
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national final examination year 2007 for vocational high schools that was needed
as the primary source of data. The researcher made an analysis of each test item in
order to ease him in doing the next analysis of the validity. This item analysis
tried to provide detailed information about each test item including its answer,
explanation, topic inclusion, and grammar focus if necessary. After completing
the test item analysis, the researcher worked on the second analysis, in which he
related and found out the relevance of the test items to the concerning curriculum.
Here, he produced descriptive data as his findings during the analysis. Finally, the
researcher drew conclusions as the answers to question in the research problem.
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CHAPTER IV
DISCUSSION

This chapter consists of two parts, namely face validity of national final
examination and content validity of national final examination.
A. Face Validity of National Final Examination
National final examination year 2007 for vocational high schools takes the
form of multiple-choice tests with 50 test items. The test, as mentioned
previously, is divided into two parts, namely listening section and reading section.
The former section consists of 15 test items, while the second section consists of
the other 35 test items. The copy of national final examination year 2007 for
vocational high schools with which this research deals is presented in Appendix 3
of this thesis. Since face validation of the national final examination involved
some interviews with five lecturers and ten students of the English Education
Study Program, the summary of the interviews is attached in Appendix 1 of this
thesis.
Presented with the document of national final examination year 2007 for
vocational high schools, all of the fifteen interviewees in this research stated that
the test was face valid. They took a glance at the test cover and directly stated that
the test must have been face valid. Nine interviewees (equal to 60%) out of fifteen
mentioned that this test was a national standard of measurement, and thus must
have been face valid. Four of them pointed out that the test was legitimated by the
logos that appeared on its cover. They were logos of Education Examination
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Center (Pusat Penilaian Pendidikan), Board of National Standard of Education
(Badan Standar Nasional Pendidikan) and Department of National Education
(Departemen Pendidikan Nasional). As a national standard, this test must have
passed certain validation procedures.
Four interviewees (equal to 26.67%) out of fifteen commented that the test
is similar to Test of English for International Communication (TOEIC), in which
there are two parts as well, namely listening and reading section. Seven
interviewees (46.67%) mentioned that the test included listening and reading
skills as well as covering grammar and vocabulary. They agreed that this test
attempted to cover many skills to assess. One of them even mentioned that texts
which were included in the reading section took real communication situation
(contextual), which indicated that communicative skill was covered as well.
Six interviewees (40%) admitted that the genres of the reading passages
given in the test, namely application letters, procedures, news items, and
advertisements, were appropriate for vocational high schools students. One of
them mentioned that the test level of difficulty was also tolerable in that it was not
too difficult or too easy. The numbers of the test items were appropriate as well,
as mentioned by those interviewees.
The statement of the interviewees above indicates that the test is face
valid. The interviewees also provided some reasons and evidence which supported
their opinion that the test was face valid. However, several criticisms and
comments came up. The researcher summarized four elements that represented all
of the interviewees’ criticisms upon the 2007 national final examination for
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vocational high school. In general, those elements were the pictures clarity, test
instructions, page layout, and other elements.
1. Picture Clarity
There were three pictures in the first part of listening section, and one
other in the last part of reading section. Twelve interviewees (equal to 80%) out of
fifteen criticized those pictures. They said that those pictures were of low quality
or had been badly produced. Two pictures in the listening section were blurred.
They were copies of photos with the hope that they would look better. Yet, they
were badly printed. The remaining pictures were even less attractive, as
mentioned by two of the interviewees, for they are handmade. Four interviewees
even suggested that the team of the test makers should consider providing original
pictures for the whole part of the test. They believed that the test makers could
have provided authentic, better pictures instead of those handmade ones, which
showed less professionalism.
Two interviewees mentioned that the team would better provide colored
pictures instead of black-and-white ones, in case the question of the test dealt with
color. One interviewee stated that providing the students with a test that contained
low-qualified pictures would cause the decrease of students’ interest in working
on the examination. In the opposite, providing colored pictures might help
increase the students’ mood in doing the examination. Providing colored pictures
would not only increase the students’ mood, but it would also prevent the
students’ from making mistakes in answering the test items, in case the questions
dealt with color.
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2. Test Instructions
Out of the fifteen interviewees, only two (13.33%) stated that the test
instructions were already clear and acceptable. One of them mentioned that the
test provided examples of how to do each part in the listening section. Eight
interviewees (53.33%) had a different opinion. They said that the test instructions
were too long or complicated and thus needed simplification. One of them
demonstrated that instruction in the reading section could be simplified or
shortened, considering that the students would have already understood what to do
in that part. Besides, simplifying the test instruction help the students not to pay
too much attention trying to understand the instruction. For example, instruction
for the second part of the reading section was as follows.
In question 26-35, each sentence has four words or phrases underlined.
The four underlined words are marked A, B, C, and D. You have to
identify the underlined word or phrases that should be corrected or
rewritten.
The instruction could have been simplified as follows.
In question 26-35, identify the underlined word or phrase that should be
corrected or rewritten.
Or, it could be improved as follows.
Choose the underlined word or phrase that should be corrected or rewritten
among the four alternatives given.
Four interviewees (26.67%) concerned about some other things related to
the test instruction. One of them noticed that some test instructions were bold
type, while in some other parts they were regular type. It showed inconsistency in
the test. One interviewee mentioned that the test missed a general instruction of
the test administration, which was usually placed after the cover. The general
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instruction is supposed to contain an explanation about time allocation, date, and
some practical directions as to how to do each part of the test. The two other
interviewees suggested that there should be a small instruction below each page
which part continues to another page, for example: “Please, turn (the page) over”
or simply “Continue to the next page”.
3. Page Layout
Some interviewees passed their critique on the test lay out. Five (equal to
33.34%) out of fifteen interviewees said that the splitting up of each part in the
test was poor. For instance, part III of the listening section, which is placed at the
bottom of page 3, should be placed on the next (new) page. Two interviewees
stated that such poor layout would make the students turn the page forward and
backward when doing that part of the test, and was thus impractical and bothering.
The students might need to look at the instruction of the related part, or at the
example of how to do that part of the test. One interviewee presumed that the test
makers must have done that “bad” placement for the economical or efficiency
reason, which was unacceptable. They suggested that each different part be in a
new page, following the format of international English tests, such as TOEIC and
TOEFL.
4. Other Elements
Other critiques came from four interviewees (26.67%). Two of them
commented on the first part of the reading section. They stated that this part
looked like testing speaking skills instead of reading comprehension because the
test items were in the form of conversational texts or dialogues. One of the two
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interviewees mentioned that the second part of reading section seemed to test
grammar mastery. It was acceptable, however, on the reason that grammar is one
of the subskills in reading.
One interviewee commented that the test had already used English words,
but some names of person used in the test items were Indonesian. She also
mentioned that type of font that was used in this document, namely Times New
Roman, was boring or unattractive.
The other interviewee stated that the test cover was not good looking. The
test cover should give a good first impression to the students, and thus should be
designed better.
Since face validity deals just with the surface level of the test, a further and
more careful analysis is needed in this research. Therefore, the researcher
conducts an analysis of the test’s content validity.

B. Content Validity of Reading Section of National Final Examination
This research investigation on content validity focuses just on the reading
section of the national final examination, as mentioned previously. In line with
Hughes (1989: 22), content validity of national final examination refers to the
content representativeness of the test. In view of the theory, the reading section of
the national final examination must contain as sufficient content samples as
possible of the topics in the reading section of the test specification and
Competency-based Curriculum in order to fulfill content validity. There are three
main topics of learning under the standard graduate’s competence of reading that
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the test must meet up with, as they are mentioned in the Standard of Graduate’s
Competencies (Standar Kompetensi Lulusan UNAS 2006-2007), namely:
1. Finding main idea, implicit/explicit detailed information, derivation, synonym,
antonym, or word meaning from particular written texts.
2. Finding words/phrases within a written text or short conversation that are
inappropriate to grammar or its context.
3. Determining appropriate response to particular expressions.
The latter contains some more specific topics of learning. Those more specific
topics of learning can be listed as sub topics under the last topic. They are
numbered as 1 up to 20 in the table of test specifications. The test’s content
relevance will be elaborated in accordance with the order of the main topics in the
test specifications above.
A complete description of all test items of the reading section is presented
in Appendix 2. From the analysis of the test items of reading section, it is obvious
that each test item in this section brings particular topic of learning. However,
each test item must represent, at least, one topic of learning that is included in the
test specifications. The table of test specifications after the test item analysis is
shown in Table 4.1.
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Table 4.1 Test Specifications of Reading Section with Content Relevance

STANDARD OF
GRADUATE’S
COMPETENCIES
2. Students are
able to
comprehend the
meaning of
interpersonal
and
transactional
written
discourse,
whether formal
or informal, that
is related to
daily life,
occupation, and
profession.

TOPICS

RELATED
TEST
ITEM

a. Finding main idea, implicit/explicit detailed
information, derivation, synonym, antonym, word
meaning from particular written texts.

36-50

b. Finding words/phrases within a written text or
short conversation inappropriate to grammar or its
context.

26-35

c. Determining appropriate response to particular
expressions:
1. greetings
2. introduction
3. describing things, people, situation, process

17
18

4. comparing two or more things, people, or
situation

-

5. handling guests/customers directly and on the
telephone

20, 22

6. imperative: order, request, prohibition, direction

25

7. offering

-

8. showing agreement/disagreement

-

9. making reservation

21

10. asking for and giving suggestion

24

11. asking for and giving opinion/information

16, 23

12. asking for and giving advice

-

13. showing ability

-

14. asking for and giving permission

19

15. showing possibility

-

16. showing obligation

-

17. daily/progressive/past/future/present perfect
progressive activities/the ones that are repeated
in the past.

16-25

18. thanking

-

19. making invitation

-

20. congratulating

-
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1. Test Items 36-50: Reading Comprehension
Among all parts in reading section, the last part is the one that really
attempts to measure the students’ reading skills. Test items 36 to 50 are based on a
selection of the reading materials that range from procedure, advertisements, news
item, to application letters. In the order of the test item number, the first reading
passage is an application letter. Another instance of application letter is at the end
of the reading section. Similarly, question problems that follow those two letters
are designed to assess the students’ reading comprehension, through which they
are expected to be able to find main idea of the passages. Besides, they are
expected to locate some detailed information and guess the synonym, antonym, or
derivation of particular word taken from the passages.
The second reading passage is a news item that tells about the number of
victims in 26th December tsunami disaster. Using past tenses, the passage retells
the readers about a revision that has been made in April 2005 upon the statistical
number of the tsunami victims. This passage fulfills social function of news item,
namely to inform the readers about particular events of the day which are
considered newsworthy or important.
The third reading passage is an advertisement of Conda car. Providing
some descriptions on the primary features of Conda car, the passage genre is thus
description. The features that are mentioned about Conda car is primarily the
description about the car’s qualities and characteristics. The students’ reading
comprehension is required as they are supposed to find main idea and explicit
detailed information.
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Another reading passage is a procedure of printing a document. This short
reading passage describes how the printing process is accomplished through a
sequence of steps. Similar to those of the other passages, question problems
related to this passage require the students’ reading comprehension.
This part of reading section is divided into five groups of question
problems, each of which is related to different reading passages as explained
above. The questions of these test items vary from finding main idea and implicit
or explicit detailed information to finding synonym or antonym of a word from
the given reading passage. They are questions that commonly follow a reading
passage in reading comprehension tests. These test items have thus been
constructed based on the first topic of learning in the test specification. Two sub
topics of the first topic of learning are, however, not represented in the reading
section of the test, namely finding derivation and finding word meaning. The
inclusion of the topics is summarized as follows.
Table 4.2 Inclusion of Topics of Learning in Reading Comprehension

TOPICS OF LEARNING

RELATED TEST ITEMS

Finding from particular written texts:
1. main idea

46

2. implicit detailed information

37, 42 and 44

3. explicit detailed information

36, 39, 40, 45, 48, and 49

4. derivation

-

5. synonym

43 and 50

6. antonym

38, 41, and 47

7. word meaning

-
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2. Test Items 26-35: Error Identification
Item number 26 to 35 are error identification within short conversations.
This part of the test measures the students’ mastery upon English grammar
structures. The test items are constructed as grammar error identification, by
which the students are required to choose a word or phrase that is grammatically
incorrect, assuming as well that they know its correct form. The incorrect word or
phrase must be chosen from among four alternatives given. The students’ ability
to answer each problem requires sufficient knowledge about English sentence
structures being tested. Therefore, their answer to each item would reveal how
good they master English grammar structures and their use in a sentence or
conversation. Table 4.3 below shows the list of English grammar structures that
are being tested in each test item.
Table 4.3 List of Grammar Structures Tested in Part 2 of Reading Section

NO.

GRAMMAR STRUCTURES

TENSES

26

Gerund

Present perfect tense

27

Parallel structure

Simple present tense

28

Adjective clause (the use of whose)

Simple present tense

29

The use of would + V1 (polite request)

Simple present tense

30

Preposition

Simple future

31

Modal can (showing possibility)

Simple present tense

32

Modal shall (making a suggestion)

Simple present tense

33

Comparison adjective (superlative)

Simple present tense

34

The use of auxiliaries

Simple past tense

35

Conditional sentence (untrue in the present)

Simple past tense
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Grammar structures mastery that is required from the students in order for
them to be able to answer each test items in this part is obviously within the scope
of grammar focus for vocational high school level. Some of them are commonly
introduced to junior high school students and are learnt in advanced within
vocational high school.
Each test item clearly contains different grammar structure, and thus this
group of test item attempts to represent as sufficient samples as possible of
grammar structure focus learnt in vocational high school. Grammar structures that
are tested within this part are those commonly sampled within tests with the
similar format (error recognition). Lougheed (1989: 99-105) mentions some
typical grammar structures that usually appear in a test with this format, namely
the use of count or non-count nouns, articles, pronouns, subject and verb
agreement, modal auxiliaries, adjective comparisons, as well as gerunds and
infinitives. It is also seen from the test item analysis that this part is relevant to the
topics of learning for vocational high school.

3. Test Items 16-25: Incomplete Dialogues
Test items 16 to 25 are the remaining part of the reading section. Each
item in this part is incomplete dialogue of short conversation with different topics
and expressions. According to the test specifications, those items are supposed to
meet up mainly with the third topic, namely determining appropriate response to
particular expressions as elaborated in (c). This part is supposed to measure the
students’ understanding on the use of some expressions that are used in daily
conversation. However, point (c) in the test specifications can be divided into two
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more parts, namely the use of daily expressions and the use of tenses, although the
latter is included as part of those daily expressions. Some test items may be
primarily meeting up with the use of particular tenses, but not with the use of
daily expressions or vice versa.
Item 16 to 25 deal closely to the use of daily expressions. However, these
items also imply the use of particular tenses appropriate to the context of each
short conversation. Therefore, these test items focus on assessing the students’
mastery upon determining appropriate response to daily expressions. Table 4.4
below shows the relevance of the use of daily expressions within each test item.
Table 4.4 Focus of Learning Topic Being Assessed

TOPIC OF LEARNING BEING ASSESSED

NUMBER

THE USE OF TENSES

THE USE OF DAILY EXPRESSIONS

16



Simple future

Giving information

17



Present perfect

Introduction

18

Simple present



Describing people

19

Simple present



Asking for permission

20

Simple present



Handling a customer on the phone

21

Simple present



Making a reservation

22

Present progressive



Handling a customer on the phone

23

Simple past



Asking opinion

24

Simple present



Giving suggestion

25

Simple present



Imperative: giving direction

The table above is intended to observe if an individual test item is really
measuring the students’ understanding on the use of particular expression used in
daily conversation. Check mark () indicates the dominant topic of learning that is
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being assessed within the test item. Considering that the intended content emphasis of
this part is the use of appropriate expressions used in daily conversation, having the
emphasis on the use of particular tenses would be violating the test specifications.
Test items within this part are intended not to measure the students’ grammar mastery
because the second part of the reading section has already been constructed to do the
measuring on the grammar mastery.

It is seen in the table above that there are two test items that fail to meet
the intended content, namely item number 16 and 17. Here is the in-depth look at
those two irrelevant test items.
a. Item number 16:
Bim : Do you know that ………… our monorail project next week?
Bram : Really? I have to prepare our progress report of it then.
a.
b.
c.
d.

the government could check
the governor will review
I have reported
we visited

According to the standard graduate’s competence, this item is supposed to
match with (2.c). It specifically measures the students’ understanding on the use
of some expressions in asking and giving information, particularly the latter.
Some vocabularies are related to those expressions, and thus wrap the question
within the intended topic. However, the answer to the question requires the
students to think about particular tense. Students are driven to find the appropriate
tense to fill in the blank, given a clue at the end of the first sentence. The words
“next week” that ends the question function as adverb of time that implies of
simple future tense.
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Four alternatives that follow the question give evidence that this test item
focuses on grammar instead of the use of daily expressions. Option (a) and (d)
imply the use of simple past tense, (b) simple future tense, and (c) present perfect
tense. Paying attention to the words “next week”, which is the only hint to the
correct answer, the students must recognize that the wanted answer is (b).
However, it is obvious that the question and its alternatives focus on grammar,
although they are “wrapped” within the topic of giving information. In addition,
there are two possible correct answers to this item, namely (a) and (b). While (a)
implies possibility, (b) implies future event. Therefore, this item needs an
improvement.
In order for this test item to function accordingly to the standard graduate’s
competence, the researcher suggests the following.
Bim

: …............... that the governor will review our monorail project
next week?
Bram : Really? I have to prepare our progress report of it then.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Do you agree
Do you know
Is it allowed
Is it possible

With such question, students will be led to think of the appropriate
expression to fill in the blank, and not of the appropriate tense. Options (a) and (b)
have only one difference, namely the verb. Option (a) shows the use of expression
of agreement. Option (c) and (d) relatively imply the topic of asking for
permission and possibility.
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b. Item number 17:
Fitha
: Excuse me, I don’t think ……….. you before. My name’s Fitha.
Marshall : Nice to meet you. I’m Bev Marshall.
a.
b.
c.
d.

I saw you
I need to talk
I have met you
I should contact you

Similar to test item number 16, this item deviates from the intended
content, namely the use of expressions in introduction. What is measured from the
students is their understanding about grammar, particularly present perfect tense.
In standard graduate’s competence, it is mentioned that the students are expected
to be able to determine appropriate response to a particular expression. In this test
item, the students are led to think about the appropriate tense to fill in the blank,
given the clue word “before” at the end of the first sentence. In addition, the
alternatives given are not qualified as well because each option represents
different tense, and thus ease the students. Even the writing of the alternatives is
not professional. The word “you” follow three of them, whereas it is not necessary
because the word is already written in the question.
The researcher suggests the following and expects that it suits the intended
content in standard graduate’s competence as well as helps measure the students’
understanding on the use of expressions in introduction.
Fitha

: Excuse me, I don’t think I have met you before. My name’s
Fitha.
Marshall : …………………. . I’m Bev Marshall.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Nice to meet you.
I don’t think so.
What a pity!
Quite well, thank you.
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However, despite their deviation from the intended content, item number
16 and 17 still essentially measure the students’ reading skill, like the other
numbers in part one of the reading section do. They contain the microskills for
reading comprehension as mentioned by Brown (2004: 187-188), namely the
recognition of “grammatical word classes (nouns, verbs, etc.), systems (e.g., tense,
agreement, pluralization), rules, and elliptical forms” as well as the recognition
“that a particular meaning may be expressed in different grammatical forms.” The
students’ recognition of the tenses and their functions help them comprehend the
text. Therefore, those microskills are also measured in this part of reading section.
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

There are two parts of this chapter. The first part contains the conclusions
of this research following the research findings. In the second part, the researcher
provides some suggestions for the English language practitioners who possibly
need this research results as well as for other researchers who would like to
conduct the same type of research or deals with certain topic related to this
research.
A. Conclusions
This research is done in order to identify two facets of validity of the
2007 national final examination for vocational high schools. It attempts to answer
two problems that are mentioned in the first chapter. First, how the listening and
reading section of the document of 2007 national final examination for vocational
high schools meets the criteria of face validity. Second, how the reading section of
the document of 2007 national final examination for vocational high schools
meets the criteria of content validity.
The researcher used descriptive data in his research, and thus got
involved with qualitative inquiries. The instruments that were used were
document analysis and short interviews. The researcher conducted the document
analysis so as to provide the descriptive data useful for answering the second
research problem. The interviews were conducted in order to gather other
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descriptive data about face validity, and were thus useful for answering the first
research problem.
There were two findings obtained from this research.
1. The document of 2007 national final examination for vocational high schools
met the criteria of face validity because it had been accepted as a national
standard of measurement, was similar to TOEIC and legitimated. Besides, its
level of difficulty was suitable for vocational high school students, as well as
its genre of the reading passages. However, there were some critiques or
suggestions for improving this test. The critiques were summarized as follows.
a. Pictures Clarity
Two pictures were blurred. It would cause a particular difficulty to the
students instead of helping them, and thus affect their performance in the
test. Some other pictures were hand-drawn and produced badly. They were
less attractive and would be able to decrease the students’ mood when
taking the test.
b. Test Instructions
Some test instructions were too long and would be better if they were
simplified. They would waste the students’ energy and time having them
to understand the instructions, which had actually been familiar to them. In
addition, the test missed two kinds of instructions that commonly appeared
in the similar tests. First, a small instruction placed below each page which
part continues to other page, for example: “Please, turn over”. Second, a
general instruction or information placed right after the test cover. It
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usually contains information about time allocation, date, and some
practical directions of how to do each part of the test.
c. Page Layout
The splitting up of some parts of the test was poor. It would cause the
students to turn the page forward and backward when doing those parts,
and thus make it impractical and bothering.
d. Other Elements
One critique was that the first part of the reading section looked like
testing speaking skills instead of reading comprehension because the test
items were of conversational texts. Other critique was that the names of
people used in the conversational texts were Indonesian, whereas the test
used English. Type of font that was used in the test was mentioned to be
unattractive and boring. The other critique was that the test cover was less
impressive or not good looking, whereas it should provide a good first
impression to the students.
2. The document of 2007 national final examination for vocational high schools
met the criteria of content validity because almost all of the test items
succeeded to prove their relevance to the test specifications and related
curriculum. Some test items were, however, found to deviate from the
intended content emphasis and thus categorized as irrelevant items. Therefore,
this document of test still needed improvement, especially part 1 (Incomplete
Dialogues) and 3 (Reading Comprehension).
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a. Part 1: Incomplete Dialogues
Two test items were categorized irrelevant to the reason that they failed to
contain the intended content, namely the use of appropriate expressions.
They were supposed to measure the students’ understanding on the use of
expressions in giving information and introduction relatively. However,
those items were assessing the students’ mastery upon the use of simple
future tense and present perfect tense, and thus measured the students’
microskills in reading.
b. Part 3: Reading Comprehension
Two entities from the test specifications did not appear in this part, namely
finding derivation and finding word meaning from the given passages. The
others which were included in the reading comprehension section were
finding main idea of the passage; finding implicit detailed information;
finding explicit detailed information; finding synonym and finding
antonym from the passages.

B. Suggestions
There are three suggestions that the researcher makes.
1. English language practitioners, especially those whose work has something to
do with English language test, can use this research result as a kind of
evaluation on the validity of 2007 national final examination for vocational
high schools. Since different national final examination is constructed and
administered annually, it is suggested that the next document of national final
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examination be designed better and more carefully, considering some
revisions that this research suggests.
2. English teachers, particularly in vocational high schools, can get a real picture
of how this national final examination was, in terms of its face and content
validity. The research findings may serve as valuable considerations for them
when designing English tests. In addition, considering all aspects that build up
a high-stake test would be necessary for them.
3. Other researchers who are interested in doing similar investigation on English
language test, especially national final examination for vocational high
schools, can take the remaining facets of validity into account, namely
criterion-referenced and construct validity. The two facets can only be
evaluated with the provision of related test takers, in view of the actual test
scores called for in their validation, and enough amount of time for the
analysis.
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APPENDIX 1: Interview Summary
a. Lecturers of the English Education Study Program:
Interviewee 1
Is this language test face valid?
Yes
Why do you think that it is face valid?
1. There are instructions, and they are clear.
2. It is official document, so I think that it is face valid.
3. There are BSNP and Depdiknas logos.
4. There are examples of how to do the test.
5. The instructions are clear.
6. The test follows TOEIC and TOEFL.
Note:
a. Some parts should be placed in a new page. Mind its lay-out!
b. The pictures are not clear.
Interviewee 2
Is this language test face valid?
Yes
Why do you think that it is face valid?
1. It looks like a test.
2. It looks valid.
3. The questions vary.
4. It tests many skills: reading, listening, and grammar structures.
5. The instructions vary between each part.
6. Decoy options are okay.
7. (The content is) relevant, there are application letters.
Note:
a. The words are in English, but sometimes the names are in Indonesian.
b. The instructions do not look valid.
c. The pictures are unclear.
d. The fonts are boring (to read; Times New Roman).
Interviewee 3
Is this language test face valid?
Yes
Why do you think that it is face valid?
1. Reading passages fits the genres appropriate for vocational school.
2. The problems are not too difficult.
3. It is good, following TOEIC.
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Note:
a. The instructions are rather too long.
b. Instruction in the reading section can be simplified, though not too hard.
“Complete…”
c. To me, some parts look like testing speaking skills, and not reading. There
are conversations, and thus assess speaking. There are grammar test, and
they are okay because grammar is one of the sub skills of reading.
d. The instructions should be followed by pictures.
e. All of the pictures are unclear.
*as one of classified documents, how come this exam document happened
to go public? Was there a special permission for the test to be analyzed?
Interviewee 4
Is this language test face valid?
Yes
Why do you think that it is face valid?
1. It includes all skills.
2. Texts in reading section take real communication situation [communicative
skills], and is thus relevant for vocational high schools.
3. This test adopts (some parts of) TOEIC.
4. This test attempts to cover all skills.
Note:
The reading section contains some dialogues (conversational texts), but the
heading is “Reading”. (Irrelevant)
Interviewee 5
Is this language test face valid?
Yes
Why do you think that it is face valid?
This test is a measurement means that is used nationally and thus certainly face
valid, assuming that the makers are professional.
Note:
a. The pictures are face invalid (unclear).
b. The pictures are in black and white. Why aren’t they colored? Just in case,
the questions deal with color.
c. Some directions (instructions) are bold, but some are not.
d. Some pictures are already authentic (image/photos of real objects), but some
are still handmade.
*Scope of the test only covers Yogyakarta. Is this the same test that is
distributed in Sumatera and other regions?
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b. Students of the English Education Study Program:
Interviewee 1
Is this language test face valid?
Yes
Why do you think that it is face valid?
1. Its sections consist of similar type of test to TOEIC.
2. As a national standard of measure, this test must be face valid.
3. The number of the test items is appropriate.
4. It must have passed a validation procedure or more.
5. The level of difficulty is appropriate to the level of students the test is
testing.
Note:
The test instruction is rather too long in some parts of the test. The students
might have understood what to do in that part just by looking at the test items.
The instructions do not need to be that long and detailed.
Interviewee 2
Is this language test face valid?
Yes
Why do you think that it is face valid?
1. The test looks valid (face valid), it looks like a test.
2. The test varies.
Note:
a. The test layout needs improvement.
For example: part one of listening section is better placed in one page.
b. The pictures are of low quality. Some of them are blurred, and others are
badly produced.
In general, the test layout (pictures and parts of the test) is badly produced. Not
only does this weakness reduce the students’ mood when doing the test, but it
also bothers them, making them turn the page forward and backward.
Interviewee 3
Is this language test face valid?
Yes
Why do you think that it is face valid?
1. The test includes listening and reading skills.
2. The test seems appropriate to the level of students it is testing.
3. The instructions are already clear.
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Note:
Pictures that are included in the test are not good (badly produced). Two of
them are copies of photos with the hope that they will look better. Yet, they are
badly printed (blurred). Other pictures are even less attractive.
Interviewee 4
Is this language test face valid?
Yes
Why do you think that it is face valid?
1. The test looks convincing as a national standard of measurement.
2. It is appropriate for vocational senior high schools students.
3. The test measures some skills.
Note:
Pictures in every part of the sections are bad. If the team could provide original
pictures, they should consider providing original ones for the whole part of the
test. Those which are handmade look bad.
Interviewee 5
Is this language test face valid?
Yes
Why do you think that it is face valid?
1. There is error identification as part of the reading section.
2. The range of difficulty level is appropriate (from the easiest, medium to
hard).
3. There are some samples of application letters, which are the reading and
writing genre for vocational high school students.
4. Number of the test items is appropriate for a national exam.
Note:
a. Some pictures are blurred, and thus affect negatively the test takers.
b. The test instructions are too long in some parts of the test. They would be
better simplified.
c. The test misses one thing, namely the general instruction for the
administration of the test (time allocation, date, and some practical
directions as to how to do each part).
Interviewee 6
Is this language test face valid?
Yes
Why do you think that it is face valid?
Considering that the test is a national standard of measurement for vocational
high school students, it must be face valid. It must have passed several
validation procedures before being launched or administered.
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Note:
a. Layout for some parts of the test is bad (inappropriate placement of certain
test item).
b. The pictures in some parts are badly produced, and besides they are
unattractive.
c. Some instructions are too long. Simplifying those instructions would be
better improving the test.
d. Providing colorful pictures would be better.
Interviewee 7
Is this language test face valid?
Yes
Why do you think that it is face valid?
1. The test is complete, there are listening and reading skills, as well as
grammar and vocabulary.
2. As a test for vocational school students, this test is appropriate if seen from
the topic of reading (relevant).
3. The level of the test is not too difficult yet not too easy.
4. As it is produced by “Depdiknas”, it must be valid, assuming that it has
passed particular validation procedures.
Note:
Some parts of the test (for example part one of the listening section) provide
not enough clues. The instruction is too long as well for some parts.
Interviewee 8
Is this language test face valid?
Yes
Why do you think that it is face valid?
It is made by “Depdiknas”, as it is confirmed by the logos of “Puspendik
Balitbang” and “BSNP”. There must have been a team of professional to make
the test. The number of the test items is appropriate for the vocational school
level.
Note:
1. Page four (part three of the listening section) is bad looking.
2. Some pictures in listening section are blurred and thus confusing. Some
pictures in both sections are even unattractive for they are handmade only.
3. There should be a little instruction below each page which part continues to
another page, for example: “please turn the page” or “continues to the next
page”.
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Interviewee 9
Is this language test face valid?
Yes
Why do you think that it is face valid?
1. The test covers listening and reading skills, grammar and vocabulary.
2. As a national standard of graduation, the test must be valid.
3. The reading passages are of vocational school’s genres, and thus
appropriate.
4. The instructions are already clear.
Note:
1. The pictures in both sections are less attractive and even blurred.
2. The instructions of some parts are better simplified for they are too long.
3. The cover is not good looking. It should give a good first-impression to the
students. The cover should be better designed, not only emphasizes the
formality.
Interviewee 10
Is this language test face valid?
Yes
Why do you think that it is face valid?
It is created by “Puspendik Balitbang” and approved by “BSNP” (Board of
National Education Standard). Besides, it is used nationally as one of the
standards of graduation.
Note:
1. Some pictures are hard for the students to decide because they are blurred.
2. The pictures are not good looking.
3. Some parts in listening section are badly placed. They need to be placed in a
new page, and not below the previous part just for the sake of economical
reason.
4. The instructions for some parts are too complicated and thus needs
simplification.
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APPENDIX 2: Item Analysis of Reading Section
Item Analysis of Reading Section Part 1
Instructions:
Question 16 – 25 are incomplete dialogues. Four choices marked a, b, c, d are given
beneath each dialogue. You have to choose the one that best completes the dialogue.
Item No.

16

Problem

Bim : Do you know that ………… our monorail project next week?
Bram : Really? I have to prepare our progress report of it then.
a.
b.
c.
d.

the government could check
the governor will review
I have reported
we visited

Answer

b. the governor will review
 consistent to its adverb of the time (next week) that signifies Simple
Future

Topic

Giving information

Question
Focus

Grammar: Simple future tense
Form: S + will +V1

Sentence
Construction

Do

you

Aux

S

know
P

that the governor will review our monorail project next week?
S

P

O

Adv. of Time

O

Topic
Inclusion

Simple future tense in the test specifications (2.c. 17)
Giving information in the test specifications (2.c. 11)

Item No.

17

Problem

Fitha

: Excuse me. I don‟t think ……….. you before.
My name‟s Fitha.
Marshall : Nice to meet you. I‟m Bev Marshall.
a.
b.
c.
d.

I saw you
I need to talk
I have met you
I should contact you
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Answer

c. I have met you
 consistent to its adverb of the time (before) that signifies Present
Perfect

Topic

Introduction

Question
Focus

Grammar: Present perfect tense
Form: S + have/has +V3 + O

Sentence
Construction

Simple Present:
I do not think (that) I
S

P

S

have met

you

before.

O

Adv. of Time

P

C

Topic
Inclusion

Present perfect tense in CBC (Writing: X, 1.4) and in test
specifications (2.c.17)
Topic “Introduction” in CBC (Listening: X) and in test specification
(2.c.1-2)

Item No.

18

Problem

Fatin
Nana
a.
b.
c.
d.

: What does our new English teacher look like?
: …………………… He is fit to be a model.

He has a new car.
He is a nice and wise.
He looks happy.
He‟s tall and slim.

Answer

a. He’s tall and slim.
 Relevant to the description that follows (He is fit to be a model).

Topic

Describing people (the use of adjectives)

Question
Focus
Sentence
Construction

Describing people (the use of adjectives)
Adjectives:
He is
tall and slim.
S

Topic
Inclusion

P

Adj.

Describing people in the test specifications (2.c.3)
Adjectives CBC (Writing: X, 1.4)
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Item No.

19

Problem

Brother
Izha
a.
b.
c.
d.

Answer

did you ask me
can you come
will you be able
is it possible for me

a. is it possible for me
 Relevant to the verb (to borrow) in view of the sentence meaning. It is
the brother that intends to borrow the motorcycle.

Topic

Question
Focus
Sentence
Construction

: Izha, …………… to borrow your motorcycle?
: Sure, but remember to fill up the tank.

Asking for permission
Simple Present tense (?)
Form: May/Can/ + S + V1 + O
Is it possible for me to ………..(V1)
Asking for permission
Simple Present Tense:
Is
it possible for me
Aux. S

Topic
Inclusion

Adj.

to borrow

your motorcycle?

Inf.

O

Asking for permission in the test specifications (2.c.14)
Simple present tense in CBC (Writing: X, 1.4)

Item No.

20

Problem

Caller : Hello………………?
Nita
: I‟m sorry, he is out. Could you call back at four?
Caller : All right. Thank you.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Answer
Topic

Could you speak to Mr. Aziz, please
Can I take a message from you
Could I speak to Mr. Aziz, please
Would you like to call him again

a. Could I speak to Mr. Aziz, please
 Relevant to the response that follows (see Nita).
Handling guests or customers on the phone
Polite expression of request
The use of Could, Would, Should as polite expressions
Form: Could/Would/Should + S + V1 + O

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI
71

Question
Focus
Sentence
Construction

Handling guests or customers on the phone
Modal Auxiliaries:
Could
I speak
Aux

Topic
Inclusion

S

to Mr. Aziz?

Adj.

O

Handling guests or customers on the phone in the test specification
(2.c.5)
The use of Could, Would, Should as polite expressions of request in
CBC (Speaking for X.1.2)
Polite expression of request in the test specifications (2.c.6)

Item No.

21

Problem

Receptionist : Family Restaurant. Can I help you?
Bunga
: Yes, please………………for next Saturday evening.
Receptionist : I‟m afraid we can‟t. We‟re fully booked this month.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Answer

a. I’d like to reserve two tables
 Relevant to the response context of the conversation, that is table
reservation at a restaurant.

Topic

Question
Focus
Sentence
Construction

Making reservation
Simple Present tense
The use of I would like to…...
Form: S + would + V1 (to infinitive) + O
I would like to………
Making reservation
Simple Present Tense:
I would like to reserve
S

Topic
Inclusion

I need to reserve a room
I want to book a ticket
I‟d like to reserve two tables
I really need your help

V

two tables
O

for next Saturday evening.
Adv. of Time

Topic of reservation in the test specification (2.c.9)
Simple present tense in CBC (XI, 2.1)
The use of I would like to…. (to inf.) (no reference).
Similar expressions (asking) are found in the syllabus for grade X.
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Item No.

22

Problem

Receptionist : Good morning. May I help you?
Risa
: Yes. My name is Risa and I have an appointment with Dr.
Ibrahim at 10 o‟clock.
Secretary
: Sorry, …………………..

Answer

a. He is treating a patient at the moment.
b. He was talking on the phone.
c. He is out of town.
d. He was still on the way.
a. He is treating a patient at the moment.
 Relevant to the context and the secretary‟s answer. A doctor is
assumed to be busy treating his/her patients.

Topic

Question
Focus
Sentence
Construction

Handling customers/guests
Apologizing
Present Progressive tense (the use of present participle)
Form: S + be + V-ing + O
Sorry, ……………
Handling customers/guests
Present Progressive tense:
He is treating a patient
S

Topic
Inclusion

V

O

at the moment.
Adv. of Time

Topic of using some expressions for handling customers in the test
specification (2.c.5)
Present Progressive tense in test specifications (2.c. 17)
The use of Expressions of Apology in CBC (X)

Item No.

23

Problem

Winny : When did you come back from the job training program in
Bangkok?
Fanny : I just arrived yesterday.
Winny : ………………………
Fanny : Oh, yes. I enjoyed everything there, especially the training.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Will you enjoy the training?
Did you have a great time?
Are you going to attend a training?
Do you plan to go back?
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Answer

b. Did you have a great time?
 Relevant to the context of the conversation and Fanny‟s answer that
she “enjoyed everything” in the job training. Thus, the question must
be intended to know about how Fanny feels. The context implies
Simple Past.

Topic

Question
Focus
Sentence
Construction

Asking for opinion
Simple Past tense
Form: Did + S + V1 + O
Asking for opinion
Simple Past Tense:
Did you
have
Aux

S

Item No.

24

Problem

Titi
Danu
Titi
a.
b.
c.
d.

Topic

Question
Focus

a great time?
O

Asking information in the test specifications (2.c. 11)
Simple past tense in CBC (XI, 2.1)

Topic
Inclusion

Answer

V

: It‟s already lunch time. I feel like starving.
: Let‟s eat at the cafeteria, then.
: …………………. I‟m rather bored with the food there.

Why don‟t we have something different?
What about having lunch together?
How about dinner?
Let‟s not eat anywhere else.

a. Why don’t we have something different?
 Relevant to the context of the conversation (going for lunch). Titi‟s
following comment can be a hint (I’m rather bored with the food
there).
Giving suggestion
Simple Present tense
Form: Do/does + S + V1 + O
Why don‟t we……...
Giving suggestion
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Sentence
Construction

Simple Present tense:
Why do not we have
QW

Topic
Inclusion

Aux.

S

something different?

V

O

Giving suggestion in the test specification (2.c.10).
Simple Present tense in CBC (X, 1.2).

Item No.

25

Problem

Linda
: Could you tell me how to operate the new cleaner?
Salesman : Yes, Ma‟am. Firstly……………………………….
Linda
: Oh, I see.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Answer

c. You turn on the power button at the left side of the machine.
 Relevant to the context of the conversation (asking how to operate a
cleaner). In view of the preposition used, turn on is the one that means
“to start the operation of something by means of a tap, switch, or
button”.

Topic

Question
Focus
Sentence
Construction

Using imperatives sentence: Giving direction
Simple Present Tense
Form: S + V1 + O
Using imperatives sentence: Giving direction
Present Progressive tense:
You turn on the power button
S

Topic
Inclusion

You put on the power button at the side of the cleaner.
You turn up the power button at the top of the machine.
You turn on the power button at the left side of the machine.
You replace the power button at the side of the cleaner.

V

O

at the left side of the machine.
Adv. of Place

Giving direction in the test specification (2.c.6).
Simple Present tense in CBC (X, 1.2).
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Item Analysis of Reading Section Part 2
Instructions:
In question 26 – 35, each sentence has four words or phrases underlined. The four
underlined words are marked A, B, C, and D. You have to identify the underlined words or
phrases that should be corrected or rewritten.
Item No.

26

Problem

Gita : You look so tired. Have you finished to do all the tasks today?
A

B

C

Sinta : No, not yet. I think I had better relax for a moment.
D

Answer

B. to do
 It should be doing.
Verb finish is followed by gerund, and not by to infinitive.
Gerund doing is used as the object of the verb finished.

Topic

Sentence
Construction

Gerund
Some verbs that are followed by gerund: finish, enjoy, mind, quit,
avoid, delay, mention, suggest, consider, etc.
S

V

O

S

Verb

Gerund

Have you finished doing all the tasks
Aux.

S

V

O (gerund phrase)

today?
Adv. of Time

Topic
Inclusion

Finding words/phrases inappropriate to grammar or its context ........... (2.b)
Gerund ................................................................................... (no reference)

Item No.

27

Problem

Teacher

: What does your father do?
A

Students : He‟s a mechanic. He fixed motorcycles and repairs cars.
B

Answer

Topic

C

C. fixed
 It should be fixes
Relevant to the tense, namely Simple Present Tense.
Parallel structure (consistent to the verb that follows)
Parallel structure
Verb that follows third person singular is plus -s/es.
Form: S + V1 + O

D
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Sentence
Construction

Simple Present Tense:
He fixes motorcycles and repairs cars.
S

V

O

V

O

Topic
Inclusion

Finding words/phrases inappropriate to grammar or its context ........... (2.b)
Simple present tense is included in the test specification ................ (2.c.17)

Item No.

28

Problem

Children should be accompanied by their parents when watching
A

B

television.
Some programs often broadcast violence whose may cause bad effects
C

D

for children‟s personality.
Answer

Topic

Sentence
Construction

D. whose
 It should be that/which
whose is used to show possession and is followed by noun.
The sentence should use subject pronoun that/which.
Adjective Clause
The use of subject pronouns
The use of whose
Adjective Clause:
Some programs often broadcast violence that may cause bad effect…
S

V

O

prep.

V

O

S

Topic
Inclusion

Finding words/phrases inappropriate to grammar or its context ........... (2.b)
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Item No.

29

Problem

Receptionist : Good morning, Galaxy Continental Hotel. May I help you?
A

Guest

: Good morning. I reserve a single room, please.
B

Receptionist : When would it be?
C

Guest

: From July 2 to July 10.
D

Answer

B. reserve
 it should be would like to reserve
Would like to + V1 is usually used when expressing request, especially
reservation. In addition, it is relevant to the receptionist‟s response,
“When would it be?”

Topic

The use of would like to in making reservation

Sentence
Construction
Topic
Inclusion

Finding words/phrases inappropriate to grammar or its context ........... (2.b)
The use of related expressions is included in the syllabus.

Item No.

30

Problem

Due with the weather report it will rain heavily in Jakarta tomorrow, all
A

B

travelers should be very careful on the way.
C

D

Answer

A. due with
 It should be due to
As an adverb, due is followed by to, and not with.
Due to means because of or caused by.

Topic

Preposition
- The use of correct preposition to show cause and effect

Sentence
Construction
Topic
Inclusion

Finding words/phrases inappropriate to grammar or its context ........... (2.b)
The use of correct preposition to show cause and effect
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Item No.

31

Problem

Guest

: I need to see the director. How can I getting to his

Receptionist

office?
: Right on this floor, Sir. It‟s room 115.

A

B

C

D

Answer

B. can I getting
 It should be can I get.
Modals are followed by V1, not by present participle.

Topic

The use of modals: can, may, shall, will, might, etc.

Sentence
Construction

Modals:
How can I get to
QtW

his office?

Aux S V1 prep Adv. of Place

Topic
Inclusion

Finding words/phrases inappropriate to grammar or its context .......... (2.b)
Using modal correctly: modal+V1
Simple Present ................................................................................. (2.c.17)

Item No.

32

Problem

Christie : Children can obey their parents.
A

Dea

B

: I think so. Nowadays there‟s a tendency that children do not
C

listen to parents.
D

Answer

A. should
 It should be should, or instead shall or ought to.
If there is a tendency that children do not listen to parents, it is
expected that they should, ought to or shall obey their parents.

Topic

The use of appropriate modal (should) to show degree of necessity.

Sentence
Construction
Topic
Inclusion

Children should obey their parents.
A

B

Finding words/phrases inappropriate to grammar or its context ........... (2.b)
The use of modal “should”
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Item No.

33

Problem

Be in the opening of our stationery store this weekend.
A

B

C

Get the greater discounts ever. First come, first serve.
D

Answer

D. greater
 It should be greatest.
Relevant to the context of the sentence, which expresses superlative.
“the” is followed by (to show) superlative (greatest), not comparative
(greater).

Topic

Comparison adjective
- Superlative: adding –est to the adjective.

Sentence
Construction
Topic
Inclusion

Finding words/phrases inappropriate to grammar or its context ........... (2.b)
The use of comparison adjective.

Item No.

34

Problem

Saffanah

: Do you know why there was a heavy traffic jam along the

Poppy

main road yesterday?
: A supermarket on that road was on fire.

A

B

Some lanes are closed to avoid more dangers.
C

D

Answer

C. are
 It should be were.
Relevant to the context of the sentence, which uses simple past tense.
The previous sentence uses simple past tense, telling about an event
happening in the past, and thus the last sentence must follow the form.
Are signifies simple present tense, while were simple past tense.

Topic

Simple past tense

Sentence
Construction

Simple past tense:
Some lanes were closed to avoid
S

Topic
Inclusion

V

Inf.

more dangers.
O

Finding words/phrases inappropriate to grammar or its context ........... (2.b)
The use of simple past tense.

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI
80

Item No.

35

Problem

Tony : What‟s up with you, Jane? You look awful.
Jane : I don‟t know what to do. There are many victims of Dengue
A

B

fever.
Tony : If I was you, I would clean my environment to avoid the
C

D

increase of the victims of Dengue fever.
Answer

C. was
 It should be were.
Conditional sentence type II uses were instead of was as its to be.
Were is used for both singular and plural subject in a sentence that
expresses an untrue condition in the present (conditional type II).

Topic

Conditional sentence
- Contrary to the present fact/untrue in the present.

Sentence
Construction

Conditional sentence:
If I were you, I would clean
S

Topic
Inclusion

V

O

S

V

my environment.
O

Finding words/phrases inappropriate to grammar or its context .......... (2.b)
Using BE correctly in conditional sentence.
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Item Analysis of Reading Section Part 3
Instructions:
Question 36 - 50 are based on a selection of reading materials. You have to choose the best
answer a, b, c or d to each question. Questions 36-38 refer to the following letter:
225 New Station Road,
Agra–7
March 2, 2007
To: The Manager,
Navajivan Trading Co.,
Agra
Dear Sir,
In response to your advertisement in “The Times of India” of today that you are on the
look-out for enterprising and capable men who can take up market research for you, I
respectfully offer myself as candidate for the post. I give below in brief my qualifications and
experience in the line for your kind consideration:
I am a diploma holder in commercial courses from S.D. College of Commerce, Agra,
and had taken marketing as my special subject of study.
I have worked as a field investigator with Messrs Kirpal Marketing and Trading Co.,
Agra for about two years on a salary of Rs. 1800/-p.m. and had the privilege of winning laurels
from my superiors in regard to my work as well as general conduct.
I am a young man of about 24 years and possess good health and personality. I have
pleasing manners, hard-working disposition and keenness for outdoor jobs. I am unmarried and
can be posted to any area of the country for market study. I can speak, beside Hindi, Punjabi,
and English, some southern languages too. I can join immediately.
I shall highly appreciate if an opportunity is given to me to explain my experience to you
in person during my interview. Would you kindly let me know the time and date when it will
be convenient for you?
Thanking you, I am looking forward to hearing from you.
Yours faithfully,
B.K. Bhalla

Genre

Application letter

Topic
Language
Elements

Application letter
Trade/market-related vocabulary
Application letter-related vocabulary
Simple present, present perfect, past perfect, simple
future, the use of some modals (can, shall, would)

Vocabulary
Grammar

Genre Inclusion
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Item no.

36

Problem

What position does Bhalla apply for?
a. A candidate of a reporter in “The Times of India”.
b. A candidate of a market researcher.
c. A candidate of a field investigator.
d. A candidate of a university lecturer.

Answer

a. a candidate of a market researcher.
 It is mentioned that the company is looking for enterprising and capable
man who can take up market research for the company (line 2, 1st
sentence), and Bhalla clearly offers himself as a candidate for the post.

Skill that
is assessed

Reading comprehension
 The answer requires an individual’s comprehension toward the passage,
which appears to be an application letter.
 The students are required to find the main idea of the related paragraph.
 Students must recognize that, in application letter, position/post that the
applicant applies for is always mentioned within the first paragraph in the
letter body.

Topic
Inclusion

Finding main idea and explicit detailed information
 2.a.2 (Test Specification)

Item no.

37

Problem

What will the company most probably do before inviting Bhalla to an
interview?
a. To ask him to hold a press conference.
b. To admit him directly as a new employee.
c. To find information from his former employer.
d. To send back his application letter without notice.

Answer

c. To find information from his former employer.
 Among the four alternatives given, (c) is the most appropriate one to
answer the question in that it is relevant to what the company will do
before interviewing Bhalla.
Bhalla stated in his letter that he has worked for two years before applying
fir this (new) job. The most probable thing the company would do is to
find any relevant information about Bhalla from his former employer.

Skill that
is assessed

Reading comprehension
 The students are required to relate particular idea in the passage to the
idea that is referred to in the problem.
 As an inferential question, the problem urges the students to think of the
probability of the company’s decision before inviting Bhalla to an
interview.
Finding antonym of a phrase or word from the passage
 2.a.5 (Test Specification)

Topic
Inclusion
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Item no.

38

Problem

“I give below in brief my qualifications…” (paragraph 1)
The antonym of the underlined phrase is……
a. long
b. short
c. concise
d. simple

Answer

b. short
 Brief is synonymous with short.

Skill that
is assessed

Vocabulary, in relation to reading comprehension
 The students‟ understanding about the meaning of the term in brief is
supported by their comprehension toward the reading passage.
 The students may grab the answer by matching each alternative given to
the context.

Topic
Inclusion

Finding main idea and explicit detailed information
 2.a.5 (Test Specification)

Questions 39-41 refer to the following information:
In April 2005 the number of people killed in December 26 tsunami disaster which devastated
11 Indian Ocean Countries has been revised down to 217.000 after Indonesia drastically
reduced its number of missing. Indonesia remains the worst hit country, with 163,978 people
dead and missing. According to the National Disaster Relief Coordination Agency, the
number confirmed dead was 126,915 people while 37,063 were listed as missing. Officials
said the figure had been reduced because many people listed as missing had now been
identified among more then half a million homeless people living in the temporary camps or
other shelters. The toll in Sri Lanka, which was second hardest hit by the catastrophe, was
30,957, according to The Center for National Operations. The number of people listed as
missing was 5,637, but many were expected to be among those never formally identified,
hurriedly buried and included in the confirmed death toll.

Genre

News item

Topic
Language
Elements

Number of December 26-tsunami disaster victims
Related to tsunami disaster victims, including numbers
showing the number of the victims.

Vocabulary
Grammar

Genre Inclusion

Past tense, present perfect, simple present
The use of passive form, past participle.

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI
84

Item no.
Problem

39
How many people were reported missing when Sri Lanka was hit by
catastrophe?
a. 5,637.
b. 30,957.
c. 163,978.
a. d. 217,000.

Answer

a. 5,637.
 It is stated clearly in the 6th sentence that the number of people listed as
missing was 5,637. This statement is found under/after the sentence that
mentions about the toll of the disaster victims in Sri Lanka.

Skill that
is assessed

Reading comprehension
 The students can only find the answer if they comprehend the two
sentences (sentence 5 and 6).

Topic
Inclusion

Finding explicit detailed information
 2.a.2 (Test Specification)

Item no.
Problem

40
„…its number…‟ (line 3). The word „its‟ refers to……
a. Indonesia
b. Sri Lanka
c. Number
d. People

Answer

a. Indonesia
 Pronoun its replaces a relevant noun which has been mentioned just
previously.
Its refers to Indonesia, that has been mentioned previously.
Thus, its number of missing means Indonesia‟s number of missing
(people).

Skill that
is assessed

Reading comprehension
 The students can answer the question correctly if they understand the
passage and know about the use of pronoun.

Topic
Inclusion

Finding implicit detailed information
 2.a. (Test Specification)
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Item no.

41

Problem

‘…drastically reduced…’ (line 2).
The antonym of the word ‘reduced’ is……
a. devastated
b. revised
c. increased
d. remained

Answer

c. increased
 The word reduced means made less or smaller in size, prize, number, etc.
Therefore, it is synonymous with the word decreased, which is the
opposite of the word increased.
Vocabulary, in relation to reading comprehension and past participle
 The students can answer the question if they understand the context of the
sentence and passage.

Skill that
is assessed
Topic
Inclusion

Finding antonym of a word.
 2.a.5 (Test Specification)

Questions 42-44 refer to the following advertisement:

Genre

Advertisement

Topic
Language
Elements

Car (Conda Car) advertisement
Vocabulary

Related to car and some of its features.

Grammar

The use of imperative
Simple present (singular third subject  V1+-s/es

Genre Inclusion
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Item no.

42

Problem

Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the text?
a. The Conda and a Buick are hard to handle.
b. The Conda drives more quickly than a Jaguar.
c. The Conda is more carefully built than a Toyota.
d. The Conda has the cheapest price of all the other cars.

Answer

d. The Conda has the cheapest price of all the other cars.
 Option (d) answers best the question.
The answer is taken from the passage (advertisement) and is found as the
7th feature of Conda:
“And it costs less than any of them.”
The word cost refers to price, and any of them refer to Toyota, Buick,
Jaguar, Mercedes, Mazda and Volvo.

Skill that
is assessed

Reading comprehension
 The students can answer the question correctly only if they understand the
passage.
 The answer to the question can be found in the passage.
 The students‟ comprehension requires, at certain degree, vocabulary
mastery that helps them relate words meaning (e.g. cost and price).

Topic
Inclusion

Finding main idea and explicit detailed information
 2.a (Test Specification)

Item no.

43

Problem

“…as carefully as a Volvo.”
The underlined word has similar meaning to……
a. carelessly
b. thoroughly
c. exclusively
d. efficiently

Answer

b. thoroughly
 The word carefully is synonymous with thoroughly.
Doing a work carefully also means doing the work thoroughly.

Skill that
is assessed

Vocabulary, in relation to reading comprehension
 The students‟ ability to answer the question depends on their vocabulary
mastery.
 They must relate the word carefully to the context in the passage. Besides,
they need to comprehend the meaning of each alternative word.

Topic
Inclusion

Finding synonym of a word
 2.a. (Test Specification)
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Item no.
Problem

Answer

Skill that
is assessed

44
What feature is compared between the Conda and Mazda?
a. Comfort of riding.
b. Ease of handling.
c. Acceleration.
d. Appearance.
d. appearance
 The 5th feature of Conda states, “It looks better than a Mazda.”
It mentions about how a Conda looks. The “looking” has something to do
with appearance.
Reading comprehension
 The students may directly go to any word in the text that mentions Mazda,
and find the feature that is being compared to Conda.
 Feature 5 compares the looks (appearance) between Conda and Mazda.

Topic
Inclusion

Finding main idea and explicit detailed information
 2.a. (Test Specification)

Questions 45-47 refer to the following instruction:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Print the document from the application.
Ensure your printer is selected, then click the main tab.
Specify the required settings and click OK.
To start printing, click OK.

Genre

Procedure/instruction

Topic
Language
Elements

How to print a document from an application
Vocabulary

Commonly used terms in printing (computer-related term)

Grammar

The use of imperatives (using simple verb) and gerund.
Simple present

Genre Inclusion
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Item no.

45

Problem

What do you do to start printing?
a. Click OK.
b. Click the main tab.
c. Print the document.
d. Select your printer.

Answer

a. Click OK.
 It is mentioned clearly in the passage.
Step four of the procedure mentions how to start printing a document: To
start printing, click OK.

Skill that
is assessed

Reading comprehension
 The students need to scan the passage to find the correct answer.

Topic
Inclusion

Finding explicit detailed information
 2.a (Test Specification)

Item no.
Problem

46
What could be the title of the text?
a. How to select your printer.
b. How to write an application.
c. How to buy a good printer.
d. How to print your document.

Answer

d. How to print your document.
 It is mentioned in the passage that the procedure is about how to print a
document (step 1 and 4).
Step 4 clearly shows that the passage talks about the procedure of
printing a document.
Reading comprehension
 The students can infer the title by understanding what the passage is
about. Their conclusion: the passage is about how to print a document.
Finding main idea of the passage
 2.a (Test Specification)

Skill that
is assessed
Topic
Inclusion
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Item no.
Problem

47
To start printing … (line 4)
The antonym of the underlined word is……
a. postpone
b. delay
c. stop
d. work

Answer

c. stop
 The word start is synonymous with begin, which is antonymous with stop.
The word postpone and delay are synonymous, and both of them means
put off. Therefore, option (c) best answers the question.

Skill that
is assessed

Vocabulary, in relation to reading comprehension
 The answer to the question can be guessed from the context.

Topic
Inclusion

Finding antonym of a word
 2.a (Test Specification)

Questions 48-50 refer to the following letter:
78 Jalan Balai Raya
East Jakarta
April 2, 2007
Ms. Dina Siregar
Directory of Administration
Navaro Inc.
27 Jalan Edelweis
Jakarta
Dear Ms. Siregar,
Your advertisement in March 30 issue of the „Republika‟ was attractive because I believe
I have the proven skills you are requiring for an administrative assistant.
I am Linda and I‟m 22 years old. I recently completed a three course Apple Computer
System. These specialization skills have proven valuable in my work for the past eight
months as an assistant to the chief accountant at Galaxy Building. Since „proven skills‟
are best explained in person, I would appreciate an interview with you. Please phone me
in the afternoon between 2 and 5 p.m. at (021) 4733756 to let me know the day and time
most convenient for you.
Sincerely,
Linda
Enc.
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Genre

Application letter

Topic
Language
Elements

Application letter
Vocabulary
Grammar

Application letter-related vocabulary
Simple past, present perfect.
The use of modal would.

Genre Inclusion

Item no.

48

Problem

What position is needed?
a. Receptionist
b. Interviewer.
c. Chief Accountant.
d. Administrative assistant.

Answer

d. Administrative assistant
 The answer to the question is stated clearly in the 1st paragraph (1st
sentence): “…because I believe I have the proven skills you are
requiring for an administrative assistant.”

Skill that is
assessed

Reading comprehension
 The students can find the answer by comprehending the passage,
especially the 1st paragraph.
 It should be noted that the position being applied for is usually
mentioned in the 1st paragraph.

Topic
Inclusion

Finding explicit detailed information
 2.a (Test Specification)
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Item no.

49

Problem

What does the applicant hope after sending the letter?
a. She will be a manager.
b. She will start training.
c. She will receive the salary.
d. She will be interviewed.

Answer

Topic
Inclusion

d. She will be interviewed
 It is implied in the 2nd paragraph:
“I would appreciate an interview with you.”
The statement is supported by the next sentence, in which Linda asks
the Directory of Administration to let her know the day and time most
convenient for the interview.
Reading comprehension
 The answer to the question can be found with the help of the students‟
understanding toward the passage.
 It is common, though, that applicants look forward to being invited in
an interview.
Finding explicit detailed information
 2.a (Test Specification)

Item no.

50

Problem

“…proven skills” (line 5).
The word „proven’ has a closest meaning to……
a. acknowledged
b. external
c. internal
d. outcome

Answer

a. acknowledged
 The word proven is synonymous with acknowledged.

Skill that is
assessed

Vocabulary, in relation to reading comprehension
 The students must know the meaning of the word proven and match it
with the best option from the four alternatives in order to find the
correct answer.

Skill that is
assessed

Topic
Inclusion

Finding synonym of a word
 2.a (Test Specification)
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Listening Section
In this section of the test, you will have the chance to show how well you
understand spoken English. There are four parts to this section, with special
directions for each part.

Part I Pictures
Questions: 1 to 3.
Directions:
For each item, there is a picture and four short statements about it on the tape.
They are spoken two times, and are NOT WRITTEN out on you test book, so you
must listen carefully. You must choose one sentence – (A), (B), (C), (D) – that
best describes the picture. Then, on your answer sheet, mark your choice.
Example:
Look at the picture and listen to the four sentences.
a.
b.
c.
d.

The basket is made of woven rattan.
They shoot the ball to the basket.
Some fruit is put in the basket.
We need the basket for this stuff

Choice (a) – “The basket is made of woven rattan“ – best describes what can be
seen in the picture. Therefore, you mark (a) on your answer sheet.
Now let‟s begin with picture number 1.
1.
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2.

3.
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Part II.
Question 4 to 7.
Directions:
In this part of the test, you will hear several questions spoken in English, followed
by three responses, also spoken in English. The question and responses will be
spoken two times. They will not be printed in your test book, so you must listen
carefully to understand what the speakers say. You have to choose the best
response to each question.
Now listen to a sample question:
You hear
: “Will you be here this summer?”
You will also hear
: (a) Yes. Summer is my favorite season.
(b) Yes. They will be here soon.
(c) No, I won‟t. I plan to visit my family.
Choice (c) – “No, I won‟t. I plan to visit my family” – is the appropriate response
to the question [will you be here this summer?]. Therefore, you should mark (c)
on your answer sheet.
Now let‟s begin with question number 4.
4. Mark your answer on your answer sheet.
5. Mark your answer on your answer sheet.
6. Mark your answer on your answer sheet.
7. Mark your answer on your answer sheet.

Part III.
Question 8 to 11.
Directions:
In this part of the test, you will hear several short conversations. The
conversations will not be printed in your test book. You will hear the conversation
two times, so you must listen carefully to understand what the speakers say.
In your test book, you will read a question about each conversation. The question
will be followed by four answers. You have to choose the best answer to each
question and mark it on your answer sheet.
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Example:
You will hear:

Girl
Boy
Girl
Boy

You will read:

: Are you sixteen yet?
: Not yet, but my birthday is in March.
: When in March?
: It is March 20th.

What do you learn from the conversation?
a. The girl is sixteen years old.
b. The boy is twenty years old.
c. The boy was born in March.
d. The girl‟s birthday is March 20.

Choice (c) – “the boy was born in March” – best answer the question [What do
you learn from the conversation?]. Therefore, you should mark (c) on your answer
sheet.
8. Where will the man be tomorrow morning?
a. At the woman‟s house.
b. At his own house.
c. At the cinema.
d. At a meeting.
9. How will the man go to Makassar?
a. By bus.
b. By train.
c. By plane.
d. By ship.
10. What product are they talking about?
a. A painting.
b. A brochure.
c. A computer.
d. A television.
11. What does the woman want?
a. To borrow a pen.
b. To buy some paper.
c. To write an article.
d. To finish her writing.
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Part IV
Question 12 to 15.
Directions:
In this part of the test, you will hear several short talks. Each will be spoken two
times. They will not be printed in your test book, you must listen carefully to
understand and remember what is said.
In your test book, you will read two or more questions about each short talk. Each
question will followed by four answers. You have to choose the best answer to
each question and mark it on your answer sheet.
Let‟s begin with short talk number 12
12. What is the text about?
a. Inserting the letters into the drive.
b. Installing additional software from a CD or DVD.
c. Following the company‟s order.
d. Restarting the computer monitor.
13. When do we start following the on-screen instructions?
a. When the disc is inserted into the drive.
b. When we turn on the computer.
c. When the installation wizard opens.
d. When we turn off the computer.
14. What product is being advertised?
a. A vegetable drawer.
b. A refrigerator.
c. A compartment.
d. A compressor.
15. What is given us the bonus for buying the product?
a. A towel.
b. A napkin.
c. A plastic bag.
d. An ice tray.
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II. Reading Section
Question 16 – 25 are incomplete dialogues. Four choices marked a, b, c, d are given
beneath each dialogue. You have to choose the one that best completes the dialogue.

16. Bim : Do you know that ……………… our monorail project next week?
Bram : Really? I have to prepare our progress report of it then.
a. the government could check
b. the governor will review
c. I have reported
d. we visited
17. Fitha
: Excuse me. I don‟t think ……….. you before. My name‟s Fitha.
Marshall : Nice to meet you. I‟m Bev Marshall.
a. I saw you
b. I need to talk
c. I have met you
d. I should contact you
18. Fatin : What does our new English teacher look like?
Nana : …………………… He is fit to be a model.
a. He has a new car.
b. He is a nice and wise.
c. He looks happy.
d. He‟s tall and slim.
19. Brother : Izha, …………… to borrow your motorcycle?
Izha
: Sure, but remember to fill up the tank.
a. did you ask me
b. can you come
c. will you be able
d. is it possible for me
20. Caller : Hello……………...?
Nita : I‟m sorry, he is out. Could you call back at four?
Caller : All right. Thank you.
a. Could you speak to Mr.Aziz, please
b. Can I take a message from you
c. Could I speak to Mr.Aziz, please
d. Would you like to call him again
21. Receptionist : Family Restaurant. Can I help you?
Bunga
: Yes, please……………...for next Saturday evening.
Receptionist : I‟m afraid we can‟t. We‟re fully booked this month.
a. I need to reserve a room
b. I want to book a ticket
c. I‟d like to reserve two tables
d. I really need your help
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22. Receptionist : Good morning. May I help you?
Risa
: Yes. My name is Risa and I have an appointment with Dr.
Ibrahim at 10 o‟clock.
Secretary
: Sorry, …………………..
a. He is treating a patient at the moment.
b. He was talking on the phone.
c. He is out of town.
d. He was still on the way.
23. Winny

: When did you come back from the job training program in
Bangkok?
Fanny : I just arrived yesterday.
Winny : ………………………
Fanny : Oh, yes. I enjoyed everything there, especially the training.
a. Will you enjoy the training?
b. Did you have a great time?
c. Are you going to attend a training?
d. Do you plan to go back?

24. Titi : It‟s already lunch time. I feel like starving.
Danu : Let‟s eat at the cafeteria, then.
Titi : …………………. I‟m rather bored with the food there.
a. Why don‟t we have something different?
b. What about having lunch together?
c. How about dinner?
d. Let‟s not eat anywhere else.
25. Linda
: Could you tell me how to operate the new cleaner?
Salesman : Yes, Ma‟am. Firstly……………………………….
Linda
: Oh, I see.
a. You put on the power button at the side of the cleaner.
b. You turn up the power button at the top of the machine.
c. You turn on the power button at the left side of the machine.
d. You replace the power button at the side of the cleaner
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In question 26 – 35, each sentence has four words or phrases underlined. The
four underlined words are marked A, B, C, and D. You have to identify the
underlined word or phrases that should be corrected or rewritten.
26. Gita : You look so tired. Have you finished to do all the tasks today?
A

B

C

Sinta : No, not yet. I think I had better relax for a moment.
D

27. Teacher : What does your father do?
A

Students : He‟s a mechanic. He fixed motorcycles and repairs cars.
B

C

D

28. Children should be accompanied by their parents when watching television.
A

B

Some programs often broadcast violence whose may cause bad effects for
C

D

children‟s personality.
29. Receptionist : Good morning, Galaxy Continental Hotel. May I help you?
A

Guest

: Good morning. I reserve a single room, please.
B

Receptionist : When would it be?
C

Guest

: From July 2 to July 10.
D

30. Due with the weather report it will rain heavily in Jakarta tomorrow, all
A

B

travelers should be very careful on the way.
C

31. Guest

D

: I need to see the director. How can I getting to his office?
A

B

Receptionist : Right on this floor, Sir. It‟s room 115.
C

D

32. Christie : Children can obey their parents.
A

Dea

B

: I think so. Nowadays there‟s a tendency that children do not listen to
C

D

parents.
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33. Be in the opening of our stationery store this weekend.
A

B

C

Get the greater discounts ever. First come, first serve.
D

34. Saffanah : Do you know why there was a heavy traffic jam along the main
A

Poppy

road yesterday?
: A supermarket on that road was on fire.
B

Some lanes are closed to avoid more dangers.
C

D

35. Tony : What‟s up with you, Jane? You look awful.
Jane : I don‟t know what to do. There are many victims of Dengue fever.
A

B

Tony : If I was you, I would clean my environment to avoid the increase of
C

D

the victims of Dengue fever.
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Question 36-50 are based on a selection of reading materials. You have to
choose the best answer a, b, c or d to each question.
Questions 36-38 refer to the following letter:
225 New Station Road,
Agra – 7
March 2, 2007
To: The Manager,
Navajivan Trading Co.,
Agra
Dear Sir,
In response to your advertisement in “The Times of India” of today that
you are on the look-out for enterprising and capable men who can take up
market research for you, I respectfully offer myself as candidate for the post. I
give below in brief my qualifications and experience in the line for your kind
consideration:
I am a diploma holder in commercial courses from S.D. College of
Commerce, Agra, and had taken marketing as my special subject of study.
I have worked as a field investigator with Messrs Kirpal Marketing and
Trading Co., Agra for about two years on a salary of Rs. 1800/-p.m. and had
the privilege of winning laurels from my superiors in regard to my work as
well as general conduct.
I am a young man of about 24 years and possess good health and
personality. I have pleasing manners, hard-working disposition and keenness
for outdoor jobs. I am unmarried and can be posted to any area of the country
for market study. I can speak, beside Hindi, Punjabi, and English, some
southern languages too. I can join immediately.
I shall highly appreciate if an opportunity is given to me to explain my
experience to you in person during my interview. Would you kindly let me
know the time and date when it will be convenient for you?
Thanking you, I am looking forward to hearing from you.
Yours faithfully,
B.K. Bhalla
36. What position does Bhalla apply for?
a. A candidate of a reporter in “The Times of India”.
b. A candidate of a market researcher.
c. A candidate of a field investigator.
d. A candidate of a university lecturer.
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37. What will the company most probably do before inviting Bhalla to an
interview?
a. To ask him to hold a press conference.
b. To admit him directly as a new employee.
c. To find information from his former employer.
d. To send back his application letter without notice.
38. “I give below in brief my qualifications…” (paragraph 1)
The antonym of the underlined phrase is……
a. long
b. short
c. concise
d. simple

Questions 39-41 refer to the following information:
In April 2005 the number of people killed in December 26 tsunami disaster which
devastated 11 Indian Ocean Countries has been revised down to 217.000 after
Indonesia drastically reduced its number of missing. Indonesia remains the worst
hit country, with 163,978 people dead and missing. According to the National
Disaster Relief Coordination Agency, the number confirmed dead was 126,915
people while 37,063 were listed as missing. Officials said the figure had been
reduced because many people listed as missing had now been identified among
more then half a million homeless people living in the temporary camps or other
shelters. The toll in Sri Lanka, which was second hardest hit by the catastrophe,
was 30,957, according to The Center for National Operations. The number of
people listed as missing was 5,637, but many were expected to be among those
never formally identified, hurriedly buried and included in the confirmed death
toll.

39. How many people were reported missing when Sri Lanka was hit by
catastrophe?
a. 5,637.
b. 30,957.
c. 163,978.
d. 217,000.
40. „…its number…‟ (line 3). The word „its‟ refers to……
a. Indonesia
b. Sri Lanka
c. Number
d. People
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41. „…drastically reduced…‟ (line 2).
The antonym of the word „reduced‟ is……
a. devastated
b. revised
c. increased
d. remained
Questions 42-44 refer to the following advertisement:

42. Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the text?
a. The Conda and a Buick are hard to handle.
b. The Conda drives more quickly than a Jaguar.
c. The Conda is more carefully built than a Toyota.
d. The Conda has the cheapest price of all the other cars.
43. “…as carefully as a Volvo.”
The underlined word has similar meaning to……
a. carelessly
b. thoroughly
c. exclusively
d. efficiently
44. What feature is compared between the Conda and Mazda?
a. Comfort of riding.
b. Ease of handling.
c. Acceleration.
d. Appearance.
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Questions 45-47 refer to the following instruction:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Print the document from the application.
Ensure your printer is selected, then click the main tab.
Specify the required settings and click OK.
To start printing, click OK.

45. What do you do to start printing?
a. Click OK.
b. Click the main tab.
c. Print the document.
d. Select your printer.
46. What could be the title of the text?
a. How to select your printer.
b. How to write an application.
c. How to buy a good printer.
d. How to print your document.
47. To start printing … (line 4)
The antonym of the underlined word is……
a. postpone
b. delay
c. stop
d. work
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Questions 48-50 refer to the following letter:
78 Jalan Balai Raya
East Jakarta
April 2, 2007
Ms. Dina Siregar
Directory of Administration
Navaro Inc.
27 Jalan Edelweis
Jakarta
Dear Ms. Siregar,
Your advertisement in March 30 issue of the „Republika‟ was attractive because I believe
I have the proven skills you are requiring for an administrative assistant.
I am Linda and I‟m 22 years old. I recently completed a three course Apple Computer
System. These specialization skills have proven valuable in my work for the past eight
months as an assistant to the chief accountant at Galaxy Building. Since „proven skills‟
are best explained in person, I would appreciate an interview with you. Please phone me
in the afternoon between 2 and 5 p.m. at (021) 4733756 to let me know the day and time
most convenient for you.
Sincerely,
Linda
Enc.

48. What position is needed?
a. Receptionist
b. Interviewer.
c. Chief Accountant.
d. Administrative assistant.
49. What does the applicant hope after sending the letter?
a. She will be a manager.
b. She will start training.
c. She will receive the salary.
d. She will be interviewed.
50. “…proven skills” (line 5).
The word „proven‟ has a closest meaning to……
a. acknowledged
b. external
c. internal.
d. outcome
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