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ABSTRACT
Melindasari, Stevanie. (2015). Jane Eyre’s Motivation in Defying Women’s Life
Standards in the Victorian Era as Seen in Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre.
Yogyakarta: English Language Education Study Program, Department of
Language and Arts Education, Faculty of Teachers Training and Education,
Sanata Dharma University.
Every single action is done because of a particular motivation. Related to
thisdivergence, motivation has significance of its own. This study discusses a
novel by Charlotte Bronte entitled Jane Eyre. This novel describes the life of a
woman named Jane Eyre who lives in the Victorian era. Jane is a woman who
dares to defy women’s life standards at that time. Hence, this studyfocuses on
Jane’s motivation in defying women’s life standards in the Victorian era,
revealing the driving forces behind her actions.
There are two problems formulated in this study. First, how is Jane Eyre
portrayed in the novel? Second, what is Jane Eyre’s motivation in defying
women’s life standards in the Victorian era?
This study applied library research. The primary data was the novel
entitled Jane Eyre written by Charlotte Bronte. The secondary data were taken
from other relevant sources, such as related books, journals, articles and the
internet. The approach used in this study was psychological approach. The
theories used were theory of character, theory of characterization and theory of
motivation.
There are two findings in this study. The first finding reveals Jane’s
character as smart, brave, tough and independent woman. Second, Jane’s actions
in defying women’s life standards in the Victorian era are based on her motivation
that comes from herself. She wants to satisfy her safety, love and self-esteem
needs. In the past, Jane lived in a suffering, physical and mentally. She did not
dare to express her own thoughts and feelings. Jane’s life that is full of suffering
causes the sense of remorse in her. To get rid of that burden, Jane dared to express
her thoughts to save her life, she dared to express her feeling to fulfill her love and
she dares to leave her past life for her self-esteem.
After analyzing the novel, it can be put forward that motivation has a very
important role in achieving an aim. It can also be concluded that women have to
be brave in order to reach their dreams.
Keywords: Motivation, Victorian Era, Women’s Life in the Victorian Era.
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ABSTRAK
Melindasari, Stevanie. (2015). Jane Eyre’s Motivation in Defying Women’s Life
Standards in the Victorian Era as Seen in Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre.
Yogyakarta: Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris, Jurusan Pendidikan
Bahasa dan Seni, Fakultas Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan, Universitas Sanata
Dharma.
Setiap tindakan dilakukan karena adanya suatu motivasi tertentu. Terkait
dengan perbedaan tersebut, motivasi memiliki makna tersendiri. Studi ini
membahas sebuah novel karya Charlotte Bronte yang berjudul Jane Eyre. Novel
ini menggambarkan kehidupan seorang wanita yang bernama Jane Eyre yang
hidup pada era Victoria. Jane adalah seorang wanita yang berani menentang
standar keidupan wanita pada masa itu. Oleh karena itu, studi ini memfokuskan
pada motivasi Jane dalam menentang standar kehidupan wanita pada era
Victoria, mengungkapkan kekuatan-kekuatan pendorong di balik tindakannya.
Ada dua buah masalah yang dirumuskan dalam studi ini. Pertama,
bagaimana Jane Eyre digambarkan pada novel? Kedua, apakah motivasi Jane
Eyre dalam menentang standar kehidupan wanita pada era Victoria?
Studi ini menggunakan penelitian kepustakaan. Data utama adalah novel
yang berjudul Jane Eyre yang ditulis oleh Charlotte Bronte. Data yang kedua
diambil dari sumber-sumber relevan seperti buku, jurnal, artikel dan internet
yang berkaitan. Pendekatan yang digunakan adalah pendekatan psikologi.
Sedangkan teori yang digunakan adalah teori karakter, teori karakterisasi dan
teori motivasi.
Terdapat dua temuan dalam studi ini. Temuan pertama menunjukkan
karakter Jane sebagai wanita yang pintar, berani, tangguh dan mandiri. Pada
temuan kedua, tindakan Jane dalam menentang standar kehidupan wanita pada
era Victoria didasari oleh motivasi dari dalam dirinya sendiri. Dia ingin
memuaskan kebutuhan keselamatan, cinta dan harga dirinya. Di masa lalu, Jane
hidup dalam sebuah penderitaan secara fisik dan mental. Dia tidak berani
mengungkapkan pikiran dan perasaannya. Hidup Jane yang penuh akan
penderitaan menumbuhkan penyesalan dalam dirinya. Untuk menyingkirkan
beban tersebut, Jane berani mengungkapkan pikirannya untuk menyelamatkan
dirinya, dia berani mengungkapkan perasaannya untuk memenuhi cintanya dan
dia berani meninggalkan kehidupan di masa lalunya untuk harga dirinya.
Setelah menganalisa novel ini, dapat disimpulkan bahwa motivasi
mempunyai peranan yang sangat penting dalam mencapai suatu tujuan. Dapat
disimpulkan juga bahwa wanita harus berani dalam mencapai impiannya.
Kata Kunci: Motivation, Victorian Era, Women’s Life in the Victorian Era.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

This chapter consists of five parts. The first part is the background of the
study concerning the reasons of choosing the topic. It presents the reasons why the
topic is worth to be studied. The second part is the problems formulation dealing
with the problems that will be analyzed in chapter four. The third part is the
objective of the study that presents the purposes of the study. The next part is the
benefits of the study that tell about how the study can be beneficial for some parts.
Then, the last part of this chapter is the definition of terms which contains
important terms to be explained further to avoid ambiguity.

A.

Background of the Study
Novel is used as the subject of this study. Novel as a work of literature

represents human being’s life that has a very close relationship with reality. Since
a novel is really close to reality, there are many aspects in life which the readers
can find in the novel. The readers are invited not only to imagine what they read,
but also to feel and get the meaning of the story. The readers will be able to find
many things in their life which the readers have not experienced before by reading
the novels. Those things could enrich the knowledge and life experiences of the
readers. The readers also can learn more about the value of life through the main
character of the story in a novel.

1
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Bressler (1999) says that a novel, a work of literature is a text which has
certain qualities containing some elements, such as plot, character, tone, symbol,
and conflict, which often represents the author’s life and has major actions to
teach good values and clearly to entertain the readers (p. 10). In works of fiction,
characters are imaginary. It also happens that sometimes, or many times (if we
may so), works of fiction, in this case novel, presents certain truths of life. The
truths of life are then blended by the author into a series of imagined facts, using
names, times and locations, and characters.
Jane Eyre is a novel written by Charlotte Bronte. Jane Eyre is the name of
the main character in this novel. The novel tells about everything happens in her
life. Jane is an orphaned girl who lives with her aunt and cousins, the Reeds, at
Gateshead Hall. She is tortured by her aunt and cousins before they send her away
to a religious boarding school for orphans, Lowood Institute. At Lowood, Jane
remains as an excellent student until she becomes a teacher for two years. Then,
she gets a job as a governess of a little French girl named Adèle Varens, at a
country house called Thornfield. Jane meets Mr. Rochester and they are
immediately interested in each other. However, on their wedding day, Jane finds
out that Mr. Rochester is already married with an insane woman named Bertha
Mason. Jane runs away from Thornfield and she travels in a random direction
with no money. She almost starves to death before being taken by the Rivers
family, who live at Moor House. She is offered to be a teacher at Morton and
becomes a rich woman. Afterwards, Jane decides to return to find Mr. Rochester
because she still loves him, but Mr. Rochester is now blind due to the fire that
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caused by his wife. Jane does not care of Mr. Rochester’s condition, she receives
his proposal and becomes his wife.
After reading the whole story of the novel, the researcher is interested in
the main character, Jane Eyre. Although she is an orphan who is loveless, she
does not feel desperate for her being. She studies at school seriously to equip
herself for her future. Then, she gets jobs and earns money for her living. She
never gives up in reaching her aims. Jane is totally different from the women
nowadays. Some women in this era are facilitated by their parents to get what they
want. It means that they can reach their success easier, but sometimes they do not
have any willingness. However, Jane wants to try hard to be a successful woman
by herself.
Every person does an action for some reasons. Jung (1978) describes
motivation as the causes or reasons that underlie a given behavior (p. 4). People
eat and drink because they need the energy to work. People sleep because they
need to refresh their body. People study because they need to sharpen their
knowledge. It shows how people do anything to reach their mission. A literary
work teaches the readers how things motivate people to do an action. Jane Eyre is
very interesting since so many good things could be taken from the story. The
readers, especially female readers, can see on Jane’s efforts to be a successful
woman with her restrictiveness. Therefore, this study intends to reveal Jane Eyre’s
motivation in defying women’s life standards in the Victorian era.
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B.

Problems Formulation
The problems of this study are formulated as follows:

1.

How is Jane Eyre portrayed in the novel?

2.

What is Jane Eyre’s motivation in defying women’s life standards in the
Victorian Era?

C.

Objective of the Study
The objective of the study is to find out Jane Eyre’s motivation in defying

women’s life standards in the Victorian era by considering the portrayal of the
main character.

D.

Benefits of the Study
This study gives several benefits. For the readers, the analysis result of

Jane Eyre’s motivation in defying women’s life standards in the Victorian era is
expected to broaden the readers’ knowledge of humans’ life mirrored from the
novel using psychological point of view. This study brings new knowledge to the
readers about the motivation which may influence human’s actions. This can also
enrich their knowledge of the relation between literature and psychology. Related
to the world of literature, this study is expected to give more understanding about
the novel as well as adding reader’s novel references, especially for the readers of
the novel and also the readers of other Charlotte Bronte’s novels. For the future
researchers, this study can help them as a preliminary research and reference for
further studies on Charlotte Bronte’s works.
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E.

Definition of Terms
In analyzing the novel, it is essential for the researcher to explain certain

terms to avoid misunderstanding. The key terms are:
1.

Motivation
According to Maslow (1981), motivation is a human’s behavior that is

related to the needs. Therefore, when someone needs something he or she will
direct his or her behavior or action to fulfill his or her needs (as cited in Petri,
1981, p. 301).
Maslow (1981) believes that human motivation could be studied by
observing human behavior. His observations lead him to the conclusion that
human needs can be understood in terms of a hierarchy of needs. There are three
types of human’s needs used to analyze the motivation in this study, they are:
safety needs, love or belongingness needs, and self-esteem needs (as cited in Petri,
1981, p. 302). In this study, motivation refers to Jane Eyre’s motivation in defying
women’s life standards in the Victorian Era.

2.

Victorian Era
According to Miller (n.d), the Victorian era is generally agreed to stretch

through the reign of Queen Victoria (1837-1901). It was a tremendously exciting
period when many artistic styles, literary schools, as well as, social, political and
religious movements flourished. It was a time of prosperity, broad imperial
expansion, and great political reform. It was also a time, which today we associate
with "prudishness" and "repression". However, it is also the beginning of Modern
Times.
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3. Women’s Life in the Victorian Era
According to Abrams (2014), women in the Victorian era, from 1827 to 1901
had a particularly strict way of life. Woman’s place was considered to be at home.
They would work in the house, clean, cook, and be a mother. The main role in a
woman’s life in that era was to marry and take part of their husband’s life, take on
their husband’s interest and business. It was uncommon for women to travel
because their duties were at home while their husbands were working and earning
money for the family. Women in that era did not express their own opinion. They
did not marry their husband because of love, but rather for wealth. When it came
to how they acted, they were very proper, they spoke to please, and they did not
say what they thought.
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CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

This chapter consists of three parts. They are: review of related theories,
review on the social condition in Victorian era and theoretical framework. In the
first part, the researcher reviews some theories which are related to the study. It
involves the explanation of psychological approach, theory of character, theory of
characterization, and theory of motivation. In the second part, the researcher
reviews on how the social condition in Victorian era. Then, the last part explains
the contribution of the theories in analyzing the study.

A.

Review of Related Theories
Some theories are needed in analyzing this study and answering the

formulated problems, they are theory of character, theory of characterization, and
theory of motivation.
1.

Psychological Approach
According to Rohrberger and Woods (1971), there are five approaches that

can be used to analyze a work of literature. Those are formalist approach,
biographical approach, socio-cultural approach, mythopoeic approach, and
psychological approach (pp. 6-15). Rohrberger and Woods (1971) state that “a
critical approach to literature necessitates an understanding of its nature, function,
and positive values” (p. 19). It means that a critical approach to literature has an
important role to help the readers understand the literary work. The study of Jane

7
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Eyre’s motivation in defying women’s life standards in the Victorian era uses
psychological approach. According to Rohrberger and Woods (1971), the
psychological approach leads to the exploration of the unconscious area of the
human mind which led to the conclusion that it is an area that is wellspring of
woman rich imagination. It explains that woman capacity for creation and
complexity of her thought, behavior, and that the contents of this region of the
mind found expression in symbolic words, thought and actions (p. 13).
Daiches (2009) states that psychological approach helps the readers to
explain how literature comes into being (p. 30).Onthe other side, Guerin and
Willingham (2011) point out that “psychological approach can provide insight
into the thematic and symbolic mysteries in the literary work”. He also says that
psychological approach can help the readers to understand the character’s
psychological condition in handling the conflict in the novel (p. 222). The
psychological approach which is used in this study helps the researcher in
analyzing Jane’s psychological condition. Jane’s psychological condition itself
reveals her motivation in doing her actions.

2.

Character
A character is a significant part in a literary work to represent the story

through his or her actions and dialogues. The existence of the character will make
the story become dynamic and interesting. According to Rohrberger and Woods
(1971), character is a person in a story who acts out in a setting and conflicts in a
pattern of events. There is always central character in a story called protagonist.
Protagonist is in opposition to antagonist. Protagonist has its importance to all the
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events of a story. Character can be described as round and flat that every character
has to be credible means that readers have to accept them as true people or
believable people (p. 20).
Further Roberts and Jacobs (1987) state that round characters are usually
the major and central figures. Author fully develops them with many traits. Round
characters are central characters. That is why they are also called protagonist, yet
not every round and central character is a protagonist. Protagonist moves against
antagonist which could grow conflicts in the stories. Round characters are manysided and possess many unpredictable human traits. They are considered as
dynamic for having capacity to change and grow. At the beginning of a story, the
major character may have a different quality compared to the end of the story
(p.121).
The opposite of round characters is flat characters. Flat characters do not
change within the story. They are representative that are undistinguishable from
their classes to which they belong. Flat characters are usually minor characters.
They are useful for the story and remain the same through out of the story. They
are static and usually face the same challenges. They are not central figures and
not developed as much as round characters. Readers must use their own
knowledge and experience with human beings to make the findings about
characters’ quality to reveal characters (pp. 121-122).

3.

Characterization
Rohrberger and Woods (1971) state that “characters have particular

personalities and physical attributes that distinguish them from other characters”.
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The creating process of character is called “characterization”. Author can
characterize in two ways; direct and dramatic. Direct means the author plainly
tells the readers about the characters. It can be through physical appearance, moral
quality, intellectuality, and other important information about the characters. In
dramatic, author places the characters in a situation to show what they are.
Readers can reveal their characters through the way they behave and speak (p.
20).
However, another element is needed to help people in building a complete
description of the character, either psychologically or physically that are known as
characterization. Rohrberger and Woods (1971) also define the word
“characterization” as “the process by which an author creates character, the
devices by which he makes people believe a character is the particular type of
person he is” (p. 20).
How the author makes the readers understand his characteristics and
personalities is needed to know. For that purpose, the author usually employs
some techniques of characterization. Murphy (1972) points out nine ways in
which an author attempts to make his characters understandable to and come alive
for his readers, as follows (pp. 161-173):
a.

Personal description
The author describes a person’s appearance and clothing using some

adjectives to tell the readers the details of the character’s appearance such as his
face, skin, eyes, and his body. It is important because each character has an
individual aspect so that the reader can have a better imagination.
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b.

Character as seen by another
The author describes a character’s personality by letting the other

characters in the story tell what they see from the characters they encounter. So,
the readers will gain some clues through the judgment of the other characters.
c.

Speech
The reader will gain some clues to a person’s character through the

character’s own words. When he gives his opinion in conversation with another,
he is reflecting his personality. From his speech we know his attitude toward other
characters and life.
d.

Past life
The author can also describe his or her character by letting the readers

learn some events or experiences about the character’s past life that has some
close connections to his present life. The author gives a clue about the character’s
past experiences or moments which have influenced and formed the character’s
personality. This can be done through some straight comments from the author
himself through his conversation with the other characters or through the means of
another character.
e.

Conversation of others
The author gives the readers hints to a character’s personality from the

other character’s conversation about other character.
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f.

Reaction
The author can describe the character’s personality through his reaction on

different situations and moments, so that the readers may know the quality of the
character in dealing with the situations encountered by the character.
g.

Direct comment
The author can describe the character’s personality explicitly by giving his

opinion and comment about the character.
h.

Thought
The author lets the readers know the character’s personality by stating

explicitly what is in the character’s mind. The readers are led to the mental
process of the character that conveys ideas.
i.

Mannerism
The author describes the character’s behavior and also his habits either the

positive or negative ones. From his habits and behavior, the readers can get the
reflection of his personality.
These ways are applied in order to understand the created characters. By
looking at the appearance of the character, opinion of other character, character’s
speech, character’s past life, character’s conversation about other character,
character’s action and reaction, giving opinion and comment about the character,
character’s thoughts, character’s behavior and habit, the readers see and get the
image of character.
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4.

Motivation
For some people, motivation can be defined as something that forces

someone to act directly in order to reach his or her personal goal. Jung (1978)
describes motivation as the causes or reasons that underlie a given behavior. The
term motivation here requires certain conditions; purposive or goal directed,
having expectancies through past learning experiences, needs energy to act the
behavior, selective or directional, involves the persistence of behavior even if
obstacles or setbacks occur (pp. 4-5).
According to Lahey (2009), motivation refers to the internal state or
condition that activates and gives direction to our thought, feelings, and actions.
Motivation is divided into intrinsic and extrinsic. Intrinsic motivation is human
motives stimulated by the inherent nature of the activity or its natural
consequences. For example, people who read non-fiction books that are unrelated
to their work just because it is fun to learn new things are intrinsically motivated.
On the other hand, the extrinsic motivation is human motives activated by
external rewards. For example, a person who works hard to be a good employee
because she wants to be admired by others rather than because her genuine
interest of the work is extrinsically motivated (pp. 360-372).
On the other side, Petri (1981) states that motivation is the concept people
use when we describe the forces acting on or within an organism to initiate and
direct behavior. The concept of motivation is also used to explain differences in
the intensity of behavior. More intense behaviors are considered to be the result of
higher levels of motivation. Additionally, people often use the concept of
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motivation to indicate the direction of behavior. When people are hungry, they
direct their behavior in ways to get food (pp. 3-4). Based on the statement above,
it can be concluded that motivation is related to human’s behavior or action.
When someone has a forceful behavior, his or her motivation is in a high level.
On the other hand, when someone does not have that forceful behavior, it means
that his or her motivation is in a low level.
Maslow (1981) has also developed a motivational theory that emphasizes
the striving to reach one’s full potential as basic to human motivation and
included additional motives besides self-actualization. It means that human’s
behavior is related to the needs. Thus, when someone needs something he or she
will direct his or her behavior or action to fulfill his or her needs (as cited in Petri,
1981, p. 301).
Maslow (1981) believes that human motivation could best studies by
observing human rather than animal behavior. His observations led him to the
conclusion that human needs can be understood in terms of a hierarchy of needs.
There are five types of human’s needs (as cited in Petri, 1981, pp. 302-305):
a.

Physiological Needs
If physiological needs such as hunger or thirst are not adequately being

met, the needs above them on the hierarchy are pushed into the background in
terms of controlling behavior. The individual is in an emergency situation and
one’s whole being is dominated by the need. For example, someone in a state
semi-starvation will constantly think, dream, and talk about food. On the other
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hand, if these needs are met, the next need of the hierarchy emerges as dominant
forces in controlling and directing behavior.
b.

Safety Needs
The safety needs represent a need for safety or security in our

environment. Like the physiological needs, safety needs are primarily triggered in
emergency situations. Higher needs become unimportant when one’s life is
endangered, and our behavior reflects our attempts to remain secure. Safety needs
dominate our behavior primarily in times of emergency. It is most evident in
young children, as shown when an infant cries if dropped suddenly, startled by a
loud sound, or a stranger enters the room.
c.

Love or Belongingness Needs
When the safety needs have been adequately met, they become

unimportant in the direction of behavior, and the love or belongingness needs
emerge. These needs involve a hunger for affectionate relationships with others, a
need to feel part of a group, or a feeling that one “belongs”. The love needs are
not equivalent to sexual needs (which are physiological), though sexual intimacy
can serve to satisfy one’s need to belong. The love needs require both the
receiving and giving of love-love from another and someone to love.
d.

Self-Esteem Needs
If the love needs have been adequately met, they too slip into the

background in relation to guiding behavior, and the self-esteem needs become
dominant. These are needs for positive, high evaluation of oneself. This
evaluation can be broken down into two subcategories of a need for self-esteem
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and a need for esteem from others. The need for self-esteem motivates the
individual to strive for achievement, strength, confidence, independence, and
freedom. While the related need of self-esteem from others involves a desire for
reputation, status, recognition, appreciation by others of one’s abilities, and a
feeling of importance.
e.

Self-Actualization
The needs for self-actualization are considered as the final of needs. The

behavior of the self-actualized person is motivated by a new set of needs, which
Maslow termed the being needs such as truth, honesty, beauty, and goodness, and
they provide meaning to the life of the self-actualized individual.
Human has several motives behind his or her behaviors. It is difficult to
reduce or erase some behaviors in the certain situation. Thus, the hierarchy of
needs is applied to analyze human’s needs that influence human’s behaviors.

B.

Review on the Social Condition in Victorian Era
According to Miller (n.d.), the Victorian era is generally agreed to stretch

through the reign of Queen Victoria (1837-1901). It was a tremendously exciting
period when many artistic styles, literary schools, as well as, social, political and
religious movements flourished. It was a time of prosperity, broad imperial
expansion, and great political reform. It was also a time, which today we associate
with "prudishness" and "repression". It is, however, also the beginning of Modern
Times. The social classes of England were newly reforming, and fomenting.
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Meanwhile, according to McKay (1983), the social structure of Britain in
the nineteenth century, in the Victorian era were divided into three classes (pp.
847-852). The first is the upper class. The upper class is only a smallest group.
They consisted of the noble families such as queen, king, prince and princess.
They are also called the aristocracy class that had influenced upon the economic,
political, military, and intellectual polices. The upper class enjoyed the best house,
food, and clothes. This class did not work hard physically as it was considered as
a disgrace to their dignity.
The second is the middle class. The middle classes were divided into three
classes, the upper middle classes, the middle-middle classes and the lower middle
classes. The upper middle classes are businessmen; they are from banking,
industry, and large-scale commerce. The middle-middle classes are industrialist
and merchants. The lower middle classes are shopkeeper, small trader and tiny
manufactures. The highly skilled are labors aristocracy.
The third class is working class. The working class stratification are the
highly skilled, the semi-skilled, ant the unskilled workers. The highly skilled
workers are labors aristocracy. The semi-skilled workers are factory workers. The
unskilled workers are long-shore men, wagon-driver, teamsters, teenagers, and
every kinds of “helper”. The explanation above can be summarized as the diagram
below:
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The Class Structure of British Society

Aristocracy

Middle class:
- Upper
- Middle
- Lower

Working Class:
- Highly Skilled
- Semi Skilled
- Unskilled

Miller (n.d.) states that there was a churning upheaval of the old
hierarchical order, and the middle classes were steadily growing. Added to that,
the upper classes' composition was changing from simply hereditary aristocracy to
a combination of nobility and an emerging wealthy commercial class. The
definition of what made someone a gentleman or a lady was, therefore, changing
at what some thought was an alarming rate. By the end of the century, it was
silently agreed that a gentleman was someone who had a liberal publicschool
education no matter what his antecedents might be. There continued to be a large
and generally disgruntled working class, wanting and slowly getting reform and
change. Conditions of the working class were still bad, though, through the
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century, three reform bills gradually gave the vote to most males over the age of
twenty-one. Contrasting to that was the horrible reality of child labor which
persisted throughout the period. When a bill was passed stipulating that children
under nine could not work in the textile industry, this in no way applied to other
industries, nor did it in any way curb rampant teenaged prostitution.
On the other hand, Abrams (2014) states during the reign of Queen
Victoria from 1827 to 1901, woman’s place was considered to be at home. They
would work in the house, clean, cook, and be a mother. At that time, being
domesticity and motherhood were considered by society to be sufficient emotional
fulfillment for females. In that Victorian era, women had a particularly strict way
of life. The main role of a woman was to marry and take part of their husband’s
life, take on their husband’s interest and business. It was uncommon for women to
travel because their duties were at home while their husbands were working and
earning money for the family. They live false lives and have false interests to
satisfy the Victorian way of living. Women were looked as innocents and were
expected to keep this image and live very subtle lies, making little change in the
workforce and society. The traditional Victorian women would do an action
because it was what she should do or because it was encouraged. They did not
express their own opinion if they did not follow the social norm. They did not
marry their husband because of love, but rather for wealth. When it came to how
they acted, they were very proper, they spoke to please, and they did not say what
they thought. These constructs kept women far away from the public sphere in
most ways, but during the 19th century charitable missions did begin to extend the
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female role of service. The transformation of Britain into an industrial nation had
profound consequences for the ways in which women were to be idealized in
Victorian times. New kinds of work and urban living prompted a change in the
ways in which appropriate male and female roles were perceived. In particular,
the notion of separate spheres - woman in the private sphere of the home and
hearth - man in the public sphere of business, politics and sociability.
As a woman in the Victorian era, Jane believes that she needs to be who
she is, not who society wants her to be. She proves that she could be equal to men.
Jane dares to express her opinion and show her feeling. She also goes to school
and studies really hard. Then, she travels to get a job and become a successful
woman.

C. Theoretical Framework
In this part, the researcher would like to explain how the theories are used
to answer the problem formulations of this study. This is very important since it
can guide the researcher in analyzing the novel. The researcher uses psychological
approach, theory of character, theory of characterization and theory of motivation
in this study.
The researcher chooses the psychological approach for this study because
this study focuses on the character’s psychological condition. The theory of
character and characterization are used in this study following the first problem
formulation deals with the portrayal of the main character in the novel. It is used
to reveal the portrayal of Jane Eyre that encourages her action in defying women’s
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life standards in the Victorian era. Afterwards, the theory of motivation is used in
this study purposed to answer the second problem formulation which is used to
get the idea of Jane Eyre’s motivation in defying women’s life standards in the
Victorian era.
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CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY

This chapter is divided into three parts, namely the object of the study, the
approach of the study and the method of the study. The first part focuses on the
object of the study. The second part discusses the approach that is used to analyze
the novel. Then, the last part is the method of the study. It discusses the procedure
that the researcher used in gathering and analyzing the data.

A.

Object of the Study
The object of the study was a novel entitled Jane Eyre written by Charlotte

Bronte. Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre was first published in 1847. The novel used
for this study was published in 2009 by Vintage Books, A Division of Random
House, Inc. The novel itself has 596 pages and consists of 38 chapters.
Jane Eyre is the story about a young, orphaned girl who lives in a very bad
situation. No one loves her. However, Jane does not give up. That bad condition
encourages her to change her life. She leaves Gateshead, the place where she lives
with her aunt, Mrs. Reed who treats her badly. Then, Jane goes to Lowood School
to study and find good people. She does well at school so that she is promoted to a
higher class and starts learning French and drawing.
When a good chance comes to her, Jane does not let it go. She receives a
reply from Mrs. Fairfax and becomes a governess of a little French girl, Adèle
Varens at Thornfield. Three months pass, Jane meets Mr. Rochester, the owner of
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Thornfield. As time goes by, they fall in love each other and will get married.
However, during the ceremony, Jane must know that Mr. Rochester is already
married to Bertha Mason, mad woman.
Jane decides to leave Thornfield and travels until she arrives at Moor
House. She meets Diana, Marry, and St. John Rivers. Jane is offered to be a
mistress in a school for girls in Morton and she accepts it. She is very happy to get
a new family and job until a bad thing comes to her again. St. John asks Jane to go
to India with him and purposes her to be his wife. Jane refuses her proposal and
travels to Ferndean. She meets Mr. Rochester again and says that she is now rich.
Jane says that she will stay with him although he is blind. Mr. Rochester asks her
to marry him, and she accepts it.
The characters and everything inside the story are lifelike. The character of
Jane reveals the attitudes, feelings, and characters of a real person. However, as
the women in Victorian era, Jane is quite different because she dares to commit a
brave action.

B.

Approach of the Study
In analyzing the novel, the researcher needed a certain approach that can

help the researcher to have deeper understanding of the novel. According to
Rohrberger and Woods (1971), the psychological approach emphasizes the
knowledge of human that discusses about “human motivation, human mind,
imagination, thought, and behavior” (p. 13). It means that character’s motivation
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is the subject of psychological approach. Therefore, the psychological approach
was suitable for this study since it focused on the human motivation.
This study also needed to use psychological approach in order to reveal
character’s motivation. Maslow’s hierarchy of needs in the theory of motivation is
also adapted from psychological perspective. Furthermore, by using the
psychological approach and Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, the researcher tried to
find out Jane Eyre’s motivation in defying women’s life standards in Victorian
era.

C.

Method of the Study
This study belongs to a library research. According to George (2008), the

characteristics of library research method are identifying and locating sources
which have factual information or expert opinion (p. 23). This method used some
data which were taken from books on literature and some related sources from
journal or internet.
There were two kinds of sources, namely the primary source and
secondary source. The primary source of this study was Jane Eyre, a novel written
by Charlotte Bronte. Meanwhile, the secondary sources of this study were some
supporting sources as listed in the references part.
There are six steps that the researcher did in conducting this study. The
first, the researcher read the novel to understand the story well after getting the
primary source. On the second step, the researcher formulated the two problems.
The third step, the researcher found some references related to the study including
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some needed theories. The fourth step, the researcher determined the appropriate
approach to answer the problem in this study. Then, the fifth step, the researcher
analyzed the work using some related theories to answer the problems. The last
step, the researcher concluded the study based on the analysis.
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CHAPTER IV
ANALYSIS

In this chapter, the researcher presents the analysis of the novel in order to
answer the questions in the problems formulation. There are two parts in this
chapter. The first is to portray the main character of Charlotte Bronte‟s Jane Eyre
and the second is to answer Jane Eyre‟s motivation in defying women‟s life
standards in the Victorian era. In answering the problems, the researcher will
employ some theories.

A.

The Portrayal of Jane Eyre
This section deals with the analysis of Jane Eyre in Charlotte Bronte‟s

Jane Eyre. The theories used are the theory of character and characterization.
Based on the theory of character stated by Rohrberger and Wood (1971), Jane is
portrayed as a protagonist character since she plays an important role and
becomes the focus of the story. Meanwhile, based on Robert and Jacobs‟ theory
(1987) which portray characters into round and flat characters, it can be concluded
that Jane is portrayed into a round character since the author fully develops this
character through many problems that she should face in her life. Furthermore,
Murphy (1972) points out nine ways to find out a person‟s characteristics in the
novel. They are through personal description, character as seen by another
character, speech, past life, conversation of others, reaction, direct comments,
thoughts, and mannerism. Below is the analysis on the portrayal of Jane Eyre:
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1.

Smart
Although everyone considers Jane as a stupid girl because she is poor and

does not go to school, she is actually a smart girl. The researcher uses the
Murphy‟s theory (1972) of characterization especially in personal description,
reaction, and direct comment from the author. Jane loves reading very much. She
is able to remember so many books she has read. By reading those books, she
creates her imagination and finds her freedom. She feels happy in her way (p. 4).
Her cleverness is proven when she is in Lowood School. Jane learns
French, drawing and playing piano there. She studies very hard and then she is
promoted to a higher class, in less than two months. She becomes the best student
so that she asked to be a teacher in Lowood School.
Thus relieved of grievous load, I from that hour set to work afresh,
resolved to pioneer my way through every difficulty: I toiled hard, and my
success was proportionate to my efforts; my memory, not naturally
tenacious, improved with practice; exercise sharpened my wits; in a few
weeks I was promoted to a higher class; in less than two months I was
allowed to commence French and drawing (p. 91).
After finishing her study and teaching for two years at Lowood, Jane Eyre
accepts a job as a governess and moves to Thornfield Hall. She becomes a
governess of a little French girl, Adèle Varens. In Thornfield, Jane takes
responsibility for her student. She is very successful in using Lowood standard
which is “to mortify in these girls the lusts of the flesh; to teach them to clothe
themselves with shame-facedness and sobriety” to teach Adèle (p. 78).
Jane receives no love and sympathy from her family. On the other hand,
she gets it when she is in wandering. The stranger who helped her gave a different
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perspective to the readers. They did not judge Jane only from her appearance but
also from her inner beauty that was her intelligence.
“Strange hardships, I imagined-poor, emaciated, pallid wanderer!”
“She is not an uneducated person, I should think, by her manner of
speaking; her accent was quite pure; and the clothes she took off, though
splashed and wet, were little worn and fine.”
“She has a peculiar face; fleshless and haggard as it is, I rather like it; and
when in good health and animated, I can fancy her physiognomy would be
agreeable” (p. 443).
Based on that fact, they find out that Jane has a good quality on her simple
face and attire. She is an educated young girl. They really like her even though
she has never done any favor for them. It shows that Jane is very different from
the reality when she is accused as a stupid girl by the people in Gateshead.
Jane also proves her intelligence when she becomes a teacher in a school
for girls at Morton. She thinks that she shall get on with her students very well in
time. She works very hard. She works as active and faithful as she could in that
village-school in order to reach her success as a teacher.
I was truly hard work at first. Some time elapsed before, with all my
efforts, I could comprehend my scholars and their nature. Wholly
untaught, with faculties quite torpid, they seemed to me hopelessly dull;
and, at first sight, all dull alike: but I soon found I was mistaken. There
was a difference amongst them as amongst the educated; and when I got to
know them, and they me, this difference rapidly developed itself. Their
amazement at me, my language, my rules, and ways, once subsided, I
found some of these heavy-looking, gaping rustics wake up into sharpwitted girls enough. Many showed themselves obliging and amiable too;
and I discovered amongst them not a few examples of natural politeness
and innate self-respect, as well as of excellent capacity, that won both my
good-will and my admiration. These soon took a pleasure in doing their
work well; in keeping their persons neat; in learning their tasks regularly;
in acquiring quiet and orderly manners. The rapidity of their progress, in
some instances, was even surprising; and an honest and happy pride I took
in it: besides, I began personally to like some of the best girls; and they
liked me. I had amongst my scholars several farmers‟ daughters: young
women grown, almost. These could already read, write, and sew; and to
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them I taught the elements of grammar, geography, history, and the finer
kinds of needlework (p. 480).
The quotation above shows that Jane is a smart woman. She can be a good
teacher for her students, even for those who are uneducated. Jane is enlarging the
students‟ knowledge and increasing their skill successfully.

2.

Brave
Jane receives violence from her cousins and her aunt every day in

Gateshead Hall. Here is a quotation showing the bad treatment she received in that
place:
John had not much affection for his mother and sisters, and an antipathy to
me. He bullied and punished me; not two or three times in the week, nor
once or twice in the day, but continually: every nerve I had feared him,
and every morsel of flesh on my bones shrank when he came near (p. 5).
However, Jane is a brave girl. Based on Muphy‟s theory (1972), Jane‟s
bravery appears through her past life, speech and reaction. When Mrs. Reed
accuses her to be a deceitful and naughty girl and tells to Mr. Brocklehurst as the
owner of Lowood School about it, Jane dares to speak to Mrs. Reed:
“I am not deceitful: if I were, I should say I loved you; but I declare I do
not love you: I dislike you the worst of anybody in the world except John
Reed; and this book about the liar, you may give to your girl, Georgiana,
for it is she who tells lies, and not I” (p.41).
Jane dares to reveal the truth about the unfair and bad treatment on her.
She shows that she is suffering because of the violence that she got. It is stated in
the quotation below:
“I am glad you are no relation of mine: I will never call you aunt again as
long as I live. I will never come to see you when I am grown up; and if
anyone asks me how I liked you, and how you treated me, I will say the
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very thought of you makes me sick, and that you treated me with miserable
cruelty” (p.41).
Jane is really angry at Mrs. Reed when she is telling her as a bad girl. Jane
becomes a bad girl because of her cousins who always make a bad attitude toward
her so that she complains to her aunt about her bad treatment. She dares to answer
every question from her aunt bravely. It is shown in the quotation below:
“How dare I, Mrs. Reed? How dare I? Because it is the truth. You think I
have no feelings, and that I can do without one bit of love or kindness; but
I cannot live so: and you have no pity. I shall remember how you thrust me
back−roughly and violently thrust me back−into the red-room, and locked
me up there, to my dying day; though I was in agony; though I cried out,
while suddocating with distress, „Have mercy! Have mercy, aunt
Reed!‟And that punishment you made me suffer because your wicked boy
struck me−knocked me down for nothing. I will tell anybody who asks me
questions, this exact tale. People think you a good woman, but you are
bad; hard-hearted. You are deceitful!” (p.41)
Jane also shows her bravery when she dares to talk to Mrs. Reed to send
her to school soon, as stated here: “I am not your dear; I cannot lie down: send me
to school soon, Mrs. Reed, for I hate to live here” (p.42). Going to Lowood
School is not Jane‟s decision, but she still goes to that place. She is very brave
since Lowood is a new place that she had never known before, without family,
relatives or friends. She accepts that decision because she knows for sure that she
is unwanted in that family. Jane has to live in Lowood for a long time and goes to
that place by herself (p. 48).
After finishing her study and teaching for two years at Lowood School,
Jane advertises herself in a newspaper to find a job. Someone sends her a letter
and offers her a job as a governess in Thornfield. We can see her bravery when
she accepts that job because being a governess is a rare for woman at that time
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and it cannot guarantee a better life for her. Jane has to take care of herself and
work for her own living. In Thornfield, Jane also shows her bravery in expressing
her own feelings and opinions. She dares to express her love toward Mr.
Rochester, her employer. She also dares to refuse his proposal because she does
not agree with bigamous marriage. It is stated in the quotation below:
“Do you think I can stay to become nothing to you? Do you think I am an
automaton? – A machine without feelings? And can bear to have my
morsel of bread snatched from my lips, and my drop of living water
dashed from my cup? Do you think, because I am poor, obscure, plain, and
little, I am soulless and heartless? You are wrong! – I have as much soul as
you, - and full as much heart! And if God had gifted me with some beauty,
and much wealth, I should have made it as hard for you to leave me, as it
is now for me to leave you. I am not talking to you now through the
medium of custom, conventionalities, or even of mortal flesh: - it is my
spirit that addresses your spirit; just as if both had passed through the
grave, and we stood at God feet, equal,-as we are!” (p. 330)
The same thing happens when Jane is moved to Moor House, the place
where she finds her cousins and gets a heritance from her uncle, Mr. Eyre. Jane
bravely expresses her feeling when St. John asks her to go to India with him and
proposes her to be his wife; she refuses the proposal and tells the reasons. She
chooses what is good for her life bravely as we can see in the quotation below:
“Consent, then, to his demand is possible: but for one item−one dreadful
item. It is-that he asks me to be his wife, and has no more of a husband‟s
heart for me than that frowning giant of a rock, down which the stream is
foaming in yonder gorge. He prizes me as a soldier would a good weapon;
and that is all. Unmarried to him, this would never grieve me; but can I let
him complete his calculations-coolly put into practice his plans-go through
the wedding ceremony? Can I receive from him the bridal ring, endure all
the forms of love (which I doubt not he would scrupulously observe) and
know that the spirit was quite absent? Can I bear the consciousness that
every endearment he bestows is a sacrifice mode on principle? No: such a
martyr-sister, I might accompany him-not as his wife: i will tell him so”
(p. 532).
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St. John cannot receive her reason. He still asks Jane to go with him and
be his wife, but Jane still dares to refuse him bravely. “I repeat: I freely consent to
go with you as your fellow-missionary; but not as your wife; I cannot marry you
and become part of you” (p. 536). Jane shows her bravery to make her own
decision since it is good for her life.

3.

Tough
Jane is not only a brave girl, but also a tough girl. According to Murphy‟s

theory (1972), Jane‟s toughness is shown through her past life, reaction, direct
comment, thought, and mannerism. Jane gets a very bad treatment when she lives
with the Reed family. Her past forms Jane to have rebellious spirit that often
makes her to be a rebel when she faces unjust treatment from other. It is clearly
shown when she fights back her cousin, John, since he hurts her by throwing a
book at her. His action makes Jane falls, cuts the door, and bleeds on her
forehead.
...;the volume was flung, it hit me, and I fell, striking my head against the
door and cutting it. The cut bled, the pain was sharp: my terror had passed
its climax; other feelings succeeded.
He ran headlong at me: I felt a drop or two of blood from my head trickle
down my neck, and was sensible of somewhat pungent suffering: these
sensations, for the time predominated over fear, and I received him in
frantic sort. I don‟t very well know what I did with my hands,... (p. 6).
Her toughness is shown when she can handle her fear and illness when she
was isolated in the red-room. Through this quotation, we can see how tough Jane
is:
“I was knocked down,” was the blunt explanation jerked out of me by
another pang of mortified pride: “but that did not make me ill,” I added...
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“I was shut up in a room where there is a ghost, till after dark.”...so cruel
that I think I shall forget it” (p. 23).
Jane is a tough girl because she could face everything by herself. It showed
when she is sent to Lowood. It is Mrs. Reed‟s decision, but she keeps doing that.
There are no families, relatives or friend in Lowood, but she knows that she must
leave Gateshead.
Lowood School is Jane‟s new environment; here she lives in a dormitory.
It is the worst place to live. All of the girl students range in age nine to twenty
years old. They should live in a plain and poor condition; without enough food,
clothes and proper place to sleep on (p. 72). A lot of students die because of the
typhus disease which attacked the school. The school does not pay attention to the
students. However, Jane tries to survive from that bad condition.
Probably, if I had lately left a good home and kind parents, this would
have been the hour when I should most keenly have regretted the
separation: that wind would then have saddened my heart; this obscure
chaos would have disturbed my peace: as it was I derived from both a
strange excitement, and reckless and feverish, I wished the wind to howl
more wildly, the gloom to deepen to darkness, and the confusion to rise the
clamor (p.66).
The friendship between Jane Eyre and Helen Burns gives a positive impact
to Jane. She becomes a tough and wise girl. When she is accused to be a liar by
Mr. Brocklehurst, she tries to prove to everyone in Lowood that she is not a liar.
She keeps being calm without doing any resisting.
After eight years living at Lowood, Jane decides to get a job by advertising
herself until she is accepted as a governess in Thonfield Hall. However, Jane‟s life
is not that easy although she gets a better life there. It is because some problems
come to her. Firstly, Jane‟s aunt named Mrs. Reed, asks her to come to Gateshead
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Hall when she is dying. Jane tries to carry herself as well, but Mrs. Reed is
irresponsive to her and it makes Jane really sad. However, Jane does not give up
on this;“I felt pain, and then I felt ire; and then I felt a determination to subdue her
– to be her mistress in spit both of her nature and her will” (p. 299).
Secondly, Jane falls in love with her employer, Mr. Rochester. She knows
that she should not have that feeling because of the different social class they
have. Jane realizes that Mr. Rochester is properly married to Miss Ingram, a
beautiful socialite rather than her. In fact, Mr. Rochester falls in love with Jane.
“I sometimes have a queer feeling with regard to you – especially when
you are near me, as now: it is as if I had a string somewhere under my left
ribs, tightly and inextricably knotted to a similar string situated in the
corresponding quarter of your little frame. And if that boisterous channel,
and two hundred miles or so of land come broad between us, I am afraid
that cord of communion will be snapt; and then I‟ve a nervous notion I
should take to bleeding inwardly. As for you,-you‟d forget me” (p.328).
Those sweet words do not make Jane believes him, but Mr. Rochester
keeps trying to convince her. He insists to marry her; “You, Jane. I must have you
for my own-entirely my own. Will you be mine? Say yes, quickly” (p. 332). Jane
begins to believe him and finally she receives his proposal. Even she thinks that
she cannot live without him. It is shown when Jane is waiting him back from his
field worriedly. “There!” he exclaimed, as he stretched out his hand and bent from
the saddle. “You can‟t do without me, that is evident. Stop on my boot-toe; give
me both hands: mount!” (p. 362)
However, Jane‟s happiness is just for awhile. When the wedding day
comes, someone declares the existence of an impediment on their wedding. The
marriage cannot go on. He tells that Mr. Rochester has already married to a
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lunatic woman named Bertha Mason about fifteen years ago (p. 378). This fact
breaks her feeling up. Jane does not know what to do. She is drown on an acute
pain, but here is how tough she is:
But, then, a voice within me averred that I could do it: and foretold that I
should do it. I wrestled with my own resolution: I wanted to be weak that I
might avoid the awful passage of further suffering I saw laid out for me;
and conscience, turned tyrant, held passion by the throat, told her
tauntingly, she had yet but dipped her dainty foot in the slough, and swore
that with that arm of iron, he would thrust her down to unsounded depths
of agony (p. 388).
Jane leaves Thornfield in order to forget her past. She goes without
bringing much money. She shall walk on foot finding a place to work. In the
middle of her journey, she feels exhaustion. She needs a place to rest and some
food to cure the hunger. She almost gives up, but she rises up because she is a
tough girl.
I saw a lizard run over the crag; I saw a bee busy among the sweet
bilberries. I would faint at the moment have become bee or lizard, that I
might have found fitting nutriment, permanent shelter here. But I was a
human being, and had a human being‟s wants: I must not linger where
there was nothing to supply them. I rose; I looked back at the bed I had
left. Hopeless of the future, I wished but this – that my Maker had that
night thought good to require my soul of me while I slept; and that this
weary frame, absolved by death from further conflict with fate, had now
but to decay quietly, and mingle in peace with the soil of this wilderness.
Life, however, was yet in my possession; with all its requirements, and
pains, and responsibility fulfilled. I set out (p. 425).
Finally, Jane arrives to Moor house. She is being taken by people who live
in Moor House, and she stays there. Her toughness brings her to a better life. Jane
gets a new job and becomes a successful woman then.
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4.

Independent
Jane is an independent person. Based on Murphy‟s theory (1972), Jane

independence can be shown through character as seen by another character,
conversation of others, and reaction. In Gateshead Hall, violence occurs to Jane in
everyday because the Reeds do not like her very much. As an orphan lives from
the charity of her relatives, Jane is a dependant girl. She is poor, lonely and
unloved. She thinks that she is nothing and the Reeds think so. It can be seen
when John Reeds says:
“You have no business to take our books; you are a dependant, mama says;
you have no money; your father left you none; you ought to beg, and not to
live here with gentlemen‟s children like us, and eat the same meals we do,
and wear clothes at our mama‟s expense. Now, I‟ll teach you to rummage
my book-shelves; for there are mine; all the house belongs to me, or will
do in a few years. Go and stand by the door, out of the way of the mirror
and the windows” (p.5).
Jane is totally dependent to her aunt, Mrs. Reed. She becomes a weak girl
because of her dependence. The violence that she receives everyday makes her to
be a jealous girl. She wants to be treated equally with her cousins but she does
not. Another bad impact that she gets after getting the bad treatment is that
becomes an emotional girl. She gets angry easily.
The bad treatment that Jane receives at Gateshead not only builds her
sensitive side, but also her independent spirit. Being spurned, Jane spends her
time by her own since she has no friends and tries to please herself. She also gets
the different treatment which makes her has to take care of herself. It brings Jane
to be independent. She proves her independence when she leaves Gateshead Hall
to go to Lowood School alone.
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“Is she going by herself?” asked the porter‟s wife.
“Yes.”
“And how far is it?”
“Fifty miles.”
“What a long way! I wonder Mrs. Reed is not afraid to trust her so far
alone” (p. 48).
Jane is only ten years old and is too young to go to Lowood by herself so
that she should have a companion with her. However, Mrs. Reed does not want to
accompany Jane nor send a companion with her because she considers Jane as
unwanted and unworthy child at her house. Jane also asks no one to accompany
her since she has been independent to take care of herself in her fifty-mile
journey.
Jane becomes the best student in Lowood. Then, she is asked to be a
teacher in that school. As an independent girl, Jane wants to be independent in her
financial matter. Therefore, she has to work to fulfill her needs. Jane thinks that
everyone has the same chance to improve his or her life. After six years as a
student and two years as a teacher at Lowood, Jane challenges herself by sending
an application to be a governess. A letter comes from Mrs. Fairfax. She is offered
to work as a governess in Thornfield (p. 110). As a lower class person, she knows
that she has to fight to grant her dream. She thinks that she has to be able to stand
by her own. Thus, she accepts the job and leaves Lowood.
Jane moves to her new place and has to take care of herself. She has to
work and earn money for her own living. This action shows a view about her
character‟s development. Jane tries to afford her own life; she tries to be an
independent woman. She chooses to be a governess although it cannot guarantee a
better life for her. Being a governess is unusual for a woman at that time.
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Moreover for those who are in the lower class as Jane, but she keeps doing that to
reach her dream of freedom.
After several things happen to Jane in Thornfield, she decides to leave
Thornfield and go somewhere until she arrives to Moor House. Jane totally finds
her independence in this place. She gets her freedom to choose whatever she
wants. She also tries to reach her dreams in this place. Since Jane used to work
and earn money for her living, she feels uncomfortable to be dependent onSt. John
Rivers, Mr. Rivers‟ son as the owner of Moor House. Then, she asks him for a
job.
“You would not like to be long dependent on our hospitality-you would
wish, I see, to dispense as soon as may be with my sisters‟ compassion;
and, above all, with my charity (I am quite sensible of the distinction
drawn, nor do I resent it-it is just): you desire to be independent of us?”
“I do: I have already said so. Show me how to work, or how to seek work:
that is all I now ask; then let me go, if it be but to the meanest cottage-but
till then, allow me to stay here: I dread another essay of the horrors of
homeless destitution” (p. 456).
Jane dislikes being dependent on her finance to others. She wants to be
independent from St. John‟s family since she is a stranger to them. Therefore,
Jane asks St. John a job because she truly needs to work in order to be
independent. St. John offers her a job as a teacher, a very independent job. When
she is being a governess, she is still a dependent; she takes responsibilities through
her employer. As a teacher, she can express what she wants to do to her students
freely. In this place, Jane gets job and money that makes her very happy. It is
shown from the quotation of how she expresses her feeling when she accepts the
job. “I thank you for the proposal, Mr. Rivers; and I accept it with all my heart”
(p.465). It is also shown in the quotation below:
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...My duty will be to develop these germs: surely I shall find some
happiness in discharging that office. Much enjoyment I do not expect in
the life opening before me: yet it will, doubtless, if I regulate my mind,
and exert my powers as I ought, yield me enough to live on from day by
day (p. 470).
Jane becomes a very independent woman because she does not owe her
life to the others anymore. Therefore, she can stand by her own and become a
successful woman by her independence.

B.

Jane Eyre’s Motivation in Defying Women’s Life Standardsin the
Victorian Era
According to Maslow (1981), every person acts in a different way. He

believes that people do an action in order to fulfill their needs. Thus, people‟s
motivation in doing an action to reach their goal is to fulfill their needs. In this
study, the researcher discussed Jane Eyre‟s motivation in defying the women‟s
life standards in the Victorian era by using Maslow‟s theory of motivation.
Maslow (1981) classified motivation into a hierarchy of human needs. They are
psychological needs, safety needs, love or belongingness needs, self-esteem
needs, and self-actualization (as cited in Petri, 1981, pp. 302-304). Then, the
researcher analyzes the needs that push Jane Eyre to do her action.

1.

Fulfilling the Safety Needs
According to Maslow (1981), “the safety needs represent a need for safety

or security in our environment”. Maslow (1981) also states that “safety needs
dominate our behavior primarily in times of emergency” (as cited in Petri 1981,
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p.303). Jane Eyre believes that she can fulfill her safety needs if she dares to show
her bravery toward Mrs. Reed.
Jane hates to live with the Reeds because she wants to be treated better.
Jane knows that she must leave Gateshead Hall as soon as possible to get her
happiness. Therefore, she asks her aunt to send her to school where she can get
everything she wants, such as; affection, experience, knowledge, etc. She thinks
that the school would be a complete change for her. It implies a long journey, an
entire separation from Gateshead Hall, an entrance into new life (p. 37). It is
shown in the quotation: “I am not your dear; I cannot lie down: send me to school
soon, Mrs. Reed, for I hate to live here.” (p.42). Meanwhile, according to Abrams
(2014), Jane as a Victorian woman should not act like that. Victorian women do
not express their own opinion. They just keep silent and accept everything happen
to them.
Jane believes that she will get a better life in her new place. In Lowood,
Jane feels her safety becomes more secure when she meets good people there.
“The lady I had left might be about twenty-nine; the one who went with me
appeared some years younger: the first impressed me by her voice, look, and air.”
(p.51). The quotation above shows that Jane feels happy on finding the new
people. The good impression toward her new teacher brings a hope for her safety.
The same thing happens when Jane meets Helen Burns, her new best friend.
Helen is the only who take care of Jane. Helen is willing to hear Jane‟s story and
sometimes give her some advices. It means that Jane Eyre will be safe in her new
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place. Although there are so many strict rules in that school, but nobody tortures
her like John Reed does.
At Thornfield, Jane reaches her dream to have a “kin” or at least a
“friend”. Mrs. Fairfax, an old lady who hires Jane is very wise and kind. She
never makes any differences between the servants and the governess who work at
Thornfield. Jane likes her very much. Thus, they make a good relation like
Janetoward Helen Burns and Miss Temple when she is at Lowood. At least, Jane
will not receive bad treatments in that place.
As time goes by, a bad thing forces Jane to leave Thornfield Hall. Jane comes
to Moor House to save her life. Fortunately, Jane is accepted by people in that
house. She gets a proper place and good treatments from St. John, Marry and
Diana. Even she gets a new job as a schoolmistress in Morton School.

2.

Fulfilling the Love or Belongingness Needs
The next motivation is love or belongingness needs that must be fulfilled

after the safety needs is reached. Maslow (1981) states that “these needs involve a
hunger of affectionate relationships with others, a need to feel part of group, or a
feeling that one belongs” (as cited in Petri, 1981, p. 303).
Meanwhile, according to Abrams (2014), Victorian women do not marry
their husband because of love, but rather for wealth. However, Jane accepts Mr.
Rochester‟s proposal without consider his wealth, but love. She marries him and
his flaws in order to get love.
The protagonist, Jane Eyre, does not experience many changes concerning
her appearance from her childhood up to her adulthood. We can see it when she
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lives in Gateshead Hall. She is completely different in appearance compared to
her aunt‟s children and even the servants in the house. Jane lives in a suffering
with her aunt and cousins, the Reed. She experiences not only neglect but also
harsh treatment since she is considered as unwanted and unworthy child in the
family. The harsh treatment she gets usually comes from John Reed, her bully
cousin who likes to strike her to please himself. She also treated unequal by her
aunt, Mrs. Reed. She is not loved at all by anyone in the house.
I was a discord in Gateshead-hall; I was like nobody there; I had nothing
in harmony with Mrs. Reed or her children, or her chosen vassalage. If
they did not love me, in fact, as little did I love them. They were not bound
to regard with affection a thing that could not sympathize with one
amongst them; a heterogeneous thing, opposed to them in temperament, in
capacity, in propensities; a useless thing, incapable of serving their
interest, or adding to their pleasure; a noxious thing, cherishing the germs
of indignation at their treatment, of contempt of their judgment. I know
that had I been a sanguine, brilliant, careless, exacting, handsome, romping
child – though equally dependent and friendless – Mrs. Reed would have
endured my presence more complacently; her children would have
entertained for me more of the cordiality of fellow-feeling; the servants
would have been less prone to make me the scapegoat of the nursery (p.
13).
In Gateshead, Bessie is the only person who loves and cares for Jane. She
often gives her attention and a little kindness. However, she cannot protect Jane
from the bad treatments of the Reeds because she is only a servant. Bessie is a
wonderful woman for Jane because she is the only one who takes care of Jane
when she is locked in the red-room and nurses her when she is sick. Here is the
quotation:
“Miss Eyre, are you ill?” said Bessie.
“Take me out! Let me go in the nursery!” was my cry.
“What for? Are you hurt? Have you seen something?” again demanded
Bessie (p. 16).
“Do you feel as if you should sleep, Miss?” asked Bessie, rather softly.
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Scarcely dared I answer her; for I feared the next sentence might be
rough. “I will try”
“Would you like to drink, or could you eat anything?”
“No, thank you, Bessie” (p. 18).
Bessie always gives her attention to Jane until the day before Jane leaves
Gateshead. It is shown when Bessie entrusts Jane to the guard. “Be sure and take a
good care of her,” cried she to the guard, as he lifted me into the inside (p. 48).
However, Jane does not really feel the love from Bessie all that time. She thinks
that everyone at Gateshead is just the same. Jane begins to realize that Bessie does
not hate her when Bessie asks Jane to kiss her and Jane does it conveniently in the
last time (p. 46).
Jane needs to love and being loved by somebody. She always dreams to
have or just find a friend. Although Jane should not dare against her aunt, her
bravery in showing her feeling toward Mrs. Reed not only gives her safety, but
also loves. When she comes to Lowood, Jane experiences awful years caused by
the terrible condition of the school. Jane builds a friendship with Helen Burns.
She is also favor of Miss temple, the kindhearted superintendent. Since Jane
expects to get others‟ love, Helen‟s and Miss Temple‟s affection and care spring
her sensitive side to love them. To get love from others is indeed very important
for Jane. Therefore, it is uneasy when Mr. Brocklehurst declares the charge of
Jane said by Mrs. Reed to the school because she does not want to be hated by
people in the school. However, Jane wins Helen‟s and Miss Temple‟s trust.
When Jane has spent six years as a student and two years as a teacher at
Lowood, Jane decides to leave the school. Helen has passed away because of
tuberculosis and Miss Temple has already left the school to get married. Jane‟s
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decision shows her sensitive side to get love from others since she is wary about
the school. Since she feels that she has none to love her, Jane wants to go
adventure in searching others‟ love. Then, Jane advertises herself and gets a job as
a governess at Thornfield Hall.
Jane meets some good people in Thornfield. Even Mr. Rochester as the
owner of Thornfield also cares to her.
“I walked on so fast that even he could hardly have over-taken me had he
tried. Little Adèle was half wild with delight when she saw me. Mrs.
Fairfax received me with her usual plain friendless. Leah smiled; and even
Sophie bid me “bon soir” with glee. This was very pleasant: there is no
happiness like that of being loved by your fellow-creatures, and feeling
that your presence is an addition to their comfort” (p.320).
The quotation above shows that Jane is really happy because she is already
accepted in Thornfield. As time goes by, Jane and Mr. Rochester fall in love each
other. Unfortunately, something bad happens in their wedding day. Someone tells
that Mr. Rochester has been married. Jane decides to leave Thornfield and does
not want to meet Mr. Rochester again.
Jane comes to Moor House and gets much loves from each person there.
Nobody refuses her in this new place. People in Moor House treat her very kindly.
Even in the first time when she arrives to the house, she feels the real pleasure. It
is shown in this quotation: “Somehow, now that I had once crossed the threshold
of this house, and once was brought face to face with its owners, I felt no longer
outcast, vagrant, and disowned by the wide world” (p. 129). Jane is also offered a
job as a teacher. It really makes her feel the love from other.
Fortunately, Jane can handle her job as well. She becomes a good teacher
in Morton School. Her students love her very much. Jane can feel the love from
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them. Here is the quotation: I felt became a favorite in the neighborhood.
Whenever I went out, I heard on all sides cordial situations, and was welcomed
with friendly smiles (p. 481).
However, Jane cannot hold her feeling up. She still loves Mr. Rochester.
Jane wants to come back to him although she has received the love from people
around her in Moor House and Morton School. Then, Jane sees Mr. Rochester in
Ferndean after she heard that Mr. Rochester has got an accident. He becomes
blind and crippled, but it does not matter for Jane. Jane comes to Mr. Rochester
and he proposes her to marry him with all of his flaws. He tells Jane about the
things that she will deal with and Jane accepts her proposal and shows her feeling
openly:
“Mr. Rochester, if ever I did a good deed in my life−if ever I thought a
good thought−if ever I prayed a sincere and blameless prayer−if ever I
wished a righteous wish,−I am rewarded now. To be your wife is, for me,
to be as happy as I can be on earth” (p.586).
The quotation above shows that Jane is really happy to get and feel the
love from other. Even though she should give her freedom by giving up her job
and life, she is very satisfied to take care of Mr. Rochester.

3.

Fulfilling the Self-Esteem Needs
Self-esteem needs in this novel is the third level or the highest level that

Jane wants to reach. Maslow (1981) states that “the need for self-esteem
motivates the individual to strive for achievement, strength, confidence,
independence, and freedom”. Maslow (1981) also states that “the related need of
esteem from others involves a desire for reputation, status, recognition,
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appreciation by others of one‟s abilities, and a feeling of importance” (As cited in
Petri, 1981, p. 304).
Since Jane is not treated equally in Gateshead Hall, she feels that she has
to end the bad treatment she got from the Reeds. It is shown when a mistreating
comes from her cousin, John. “Accustomed to John Reed‟s abuse, I never had an
idea of replying to it; my care was how to endure the blow which would certainly
follow the result” (p. 5). Nobody can help Jane, even she herself. Her effort to
strive against John Reed brings her to a disdain. It is shown in the quotation
below:
“For shame! For shame!” cried the lady‟s-maid. “What shocking conduct,
Miss Eyre, to strike a young gentleman, your benefactress‟s son. Your
young master.”
“Master! How is he my master? Am I a servant?”
“No, you are less than a servant, for you do nothing for you keep” (p. 8).
Jane dares to commit no fault and strives to fulfill every duty, but she is
still considered as naughty and tiresome, sullen and sneaking, from morning to
noon, and from noon to night. As a niece from the owner of Gateshead Hall, Jane
is never being respected.
Jane wants her self-esteem back. She wants to get respect from others so
that she leaves Gateshead Hall to find good people. Jane goes to Lowood School,
she studies really hard until she becomes a teacher. Through education, Jane
challenges women‟s life standards in that era. Jane breaks down Mr.
Brocklehurst‟s principle. He tells to the students that Jane is one of the examples
of bad influence for them and calls her as a liar. However, Jane proves to Mr.
Brocklehurst that she is not like what he says. She tries to adapt, changes her
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behavior and studies hard. Then, she becomes the best student among others
student before she is asked to be a teacher.
After two years teaching at Lowood School, Jane advertises herself to get
a new job. Jane wants to show to the Reeds, especially Mrs. Reed and John Reed
that she has higher level than the Reeds. Here is the quotation when the Reeds
disdain her:
“And you ought not to think yourself on equality with the Misses Reed
and Master Reed, because Missis kindly allows you to be brought up with
them. They will have a great deal of money, and you will have none: it is
your place to be humble, and to try to make yourself agreeable to them”(p.
9).
However, those opinions vanish whenshe gets a better job as a governess
at Thonfield Hall. She works based on her qualification. Jane takes
responsibilities for Adèle Varens. By her education, Jane is treated equally by Mr.
Rochester, her employer. Mr. Rochester puts her in the same position as him
although they are from the different class.
Jane is a very tough girl. After several things happen to her, she travels to
reach her aim. Her passion brings her to be a great woman. She goes to Moor
House and is offered a job as a schoolmistress at Morton School. St. John, the
founder of the school offers this job because of Jane‟s capability. Jane is very
excited to be a teacher at Morton School. She teaches very well and becomes a
favorite teacher. Her students respect her and it really makes her happy because
she gets her self-esteem back.
There was an enjoyment in accepting their simple kindness, and in
repaying it by a consideration – a scrupulous regard to their feelings – to
which they were not, perhaps, at all times accustomed, and which both
charmed and benefited them; because, while it elevated them in their own
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eyes, it made them emulous to merit the deferential treatment they
received. To live amidst general regard, though it be but the regard of
working-people, is like “sitting in sunshine, calm and sweet”: serene
inward feelings bud and bloom under the ray (p. 481).
Jane was never being respected by others since she was a child. However,
she gets it in her new place. The quotation above shows how Jane really
appreciates her new life.
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSIONS, IMPLICATIONS, AND SUGGESTIONS

This chapter consists of three main parts to be discussed, namely
conclusions, implications, and suggestions. The first part presents the conclusions
of the analysis in the chapter four. The second part presents the implications that
provide the readers some ideas on how the result of this study can be implemented
in education. The last part is the suggestions that discuss the suggestion for future
researchers who are willing to conduct this study.

A.

Conclusions
The analysis discussed in chapter four leads the researcher to make

conclusions of this study. There are two research problems formulated in this
study. The first problem deals with how Jane Eyre is portrayed in the novel. Using
the theory of character, Jane is portrayed as a protagonist and round character.
Meanwhile, by using the theory of characterization, Jane is portrayed as smart,
brave, strong and an independent woman. The second problem deals with Jane
Eyre’s motivation in defying women’s life standards in the Victorian era. It can be
concluded that Jane’smotivation is to fulfill the safety, love or belongingness and
also self-esteem needs. Victorian women are not supposed to express their own
opinion if they do not follow the social norm. They do not marry their husband
because of love, but rather for wealth. Then, when it came to how they acted, they
were very proper, they spoke to please, and they did not say what they thought. It
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was uncommon for women to travel because their duties were at home while their
husbands were working and earning money for the family. However, Jane shows
her bravery to speak about her feeling to Mrs. Reed so that she can leave
Gateshead Hall and reach her dream. She goes to school and studies really hard.
She travels and finds a job to earn money. She is married to her husband with all
of his flaws in order to get love because she really loves him. She does things that
women in the Victorian era do not do because she wants to save her life, gets love
from other, and gets her self-esteem back.

B.

Implications
Jane Eyre is an inspiring novel. As mentioned before, this novel tells

about an orphan girl named Jane Eyre, who lives in a suffering in her childhood.
She is being tortured and abused by people around her because nobody loves her.
However, she can prove to people around her that she could be a successful
woman. In Jane Eyre, the researcher finds that there are two important things that
are related to education. First, the researcher perceives that motivation is needed
in a learning process. The second, the researcher finds that woman has the same
rights as man so that female students have to be brave in expressing their opinion
in order to reach their dreams.
Jane Eyre’s motivation in reaching her life goals is seen through her
actions. She makes great decisions in her life in order to be a great person. As a
student, motivation is very important during the learning process. Indonesian are
supposed to study at school from kindergarten to senior high school. The students
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have to learn all of materials that have been prepared by the teachers. It means
that they cannot only learn the materials they like. This situation often makes the
students become uninterested in what they learn that make a lot of students go to
school just because they cannot miss the class. The students have to study hard so
that they can pass their study and get some important lessons. However, the
students nowadays often give up easily when they deal with the difficult lessons.
They do not try to fix the problems because they do not have any willingness. In
this case, motivation is needed to encourage them in reaching their aims. It is not
the teachers’ duty anymore to motivate the students, but it is their own duty to
motivate and inspire themselves to get their success.
By reading the novel Jane Eyre, the students can determine some
characteristics of the character and find out the important things which are
beneficial to them. The moral value that can be taken from this novel is about the
important meaning of motivation to achieve the goal of human’s life. A person
has to try to survive from his or her problems. People have to show their effort to
overcome their own problems. They must not give up and depend on someone
else. It can be concluded that the students will not get their success if they keep
depending themselves to others. Therefore, they have to try to do anything by
themselves.
Seeing from the novel, Jane Eyre totally talks about a brave woman. Jane
dares to take a very big step in her life. As a Victorian woman who does not
express her own opinion, she challenges herself to express her thoughts and
feelings. Afterwards, she becomes an educated woman and she can reach her aims
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to be a successful woman. For the students, especially women students, Jane can
be a good model for them during the learning process. They can encourage
themselves to be brave in expressing their opinion in the class. Woman has the
same rights as man so that female students have to speak up their mind.

C.

Suggestions
The researcher highly recommends Jane Eyre be a primary resource for

further researchers since the novel is rich in meanings. There are some values of
life that could be taken from the story of this novel. The author provides some
information about human characters, feelings, thoughts, faith, problems, and also
struggles of life. Many symbols decorate the story, such as “red-room” and “fire”.
Therefore, the researcher suggests the future researcher analyze the meaning of
the symbolism as seen in Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre.
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APPENDIX A

The Cover of the Novel

Taken from:
http://www.amazon.com/Vintage-Classics-Charlotte-publishedPaperback/dp/B009LUK690/ref=sr_1_8?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1435385159&
sr=1-8&keywords=jane+eyre+by+VINTAGE+BOOK
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APPENDIX B

The Portrait of Charlotte Bronte

Taken from:
http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/bronte/cbronte/index.html
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APPENDIX C

Charlotte Bronte’s Biography

Charlotte Brontë was born in 1816, the third daughter of the Rev. Patrick
Brontë and his wife Maria. Her brother Patrick Branwell was born in 1817, and her
sisters Emily and Anne in 1818 and 1820. In 1820, too, the Brontë family moved to
Haworth, Mrs. Brontë dying the following year.
In 1824 the four eldest Brontë daughters were enrolled as pupils at the Clergy
Daughter's School at Cowan Bridge. The following year Maria and Elizabeth, the two
eldest daughters, became ill, left the school and died: Charlotte and Emily,
understandably, were brought home.
In 1826 Mr. Brontë brought home a box of wooden soldiers for Branwell to
play with. Charlotte, Emily, Branwell, and Ann, playing with the soldiers, conceived
of and began to write in great detail about an imaginary world which they called
Angria.
In 1831 Charlotte became a pupil at the school at Roe Head, but she left
school the following year to teach her sisters at home. She returned returns to Roe
Head School in 1835 as a governess: for a time her sister Emily attended the same
school as a pupil, but became homesick and returned to Haworth. Ann took her place
from 1836 to 1837.
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In 1838, Charlotte left Roe Head School. In 1839 she accepted a position as
governess in the Sidgewick family, but left after three months and returned to
Haworth. In 1841 she became governess in the White family, but left, once again,
after nine months.
Upon her return to Haworth the three sisters, led by Charlotte, decided to open
their own school after the necessary preparations had been completed. In 1842
Charlotte and Emily went to Brussels to complete their studies. After a trip home to
Haworth, Charlotte returned alone to Brussels, where she remained until 1844.
Upon her return home the sisters embarked upon their project for founding a
school, which proved to be an abject failure: their advertisements did not elicit a
single response from the public. The following year Charlotte discovered Emily's
poems, and decided to publish a selection of the poems of all three sisters: 1846
brought the publication of their Poems, written under the pseudonyms of Currer, Ellis
and Acton Bell. Charlotte also completed The Professor, which was rejected for
publication. The following year, however, Charlotte's Jane Eyre, Emily's
WutheringHeights, and Ann's Agnes Grey were all published, still under the Bell
pseudonyms.
In 1848 Charlotte and Ann visited their publishers in London, and revealed the true
identities of the "Bells." In the same year Branwell Brontë, by now an alcoholic and a
drug addict, died, and Emily died shortly thereafter. Ann died the following year.
In 1849 Charlotte, visiting London, began to move in literary circles, making
the acquaintance, for example, of Thackeray. In 1850 Charlotte edited her sister's
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various works, and met Mrs. Gaskell. In 1851she visited the Great Exhibition in
London, and attended a series of lectures given by Thackeray.
The Rev. A. B. Nicholls, curate of Haworth since 1845, proposed marriage to
Charlotte in 1852. The Rev. Mr. Brontë objected violently, and Charlotte, who,
though she may have pitied him, was in any case not in love with him, refused him.
Nicholls left Haworth in the following year, the same in which Charlotte's Villette
was published. By 1854, however, Mr. Brontë's opposition to the proposed marriage
had weakened, and Charlotte and Nicholls became engaged. Nicholls returned as
curate at Haworth, and they were married, though it seems clear that Charlotte,
though she admired him, still did not love him.
In 1854 Charlotte, expecting a child, caught pneumonia. It was an illness
which could have been cured, but she seems to have seized upon it (consciously or
unconsciously) as an opportunity of ending her life, and after a lengthy and painful
illness, she died, probably of dehydration.
1857 saw the postumous publication of The Professor, which had been written
in 1845-46, and in that same year Mrs. Gaskell’s Life of Charlotte Brontë was
published.

Taken from: http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/bronte/cbronte/brontbio.html
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APPENDIX D

Summary of Jane Eyre

Jane Eyre is the story of a young, orphaned girl who lives with her aunt
and cousins, the Reeds, at Gateshead Hall. Like all 19th century orphans, her
situation is really bad. Mrs. Reed hates Jane and allows her son John to
tortureJane. Even the servants are constantly reminding Jane that she is poor and
worthless. At the tender age of ten, Jane rises up against this treatment and tells
them all exactly what she thinks of them. She is punished by being locked in "the
red-room" the bedroom where her uncle died, and she has a hysterical fit when
she thinks his ghost is appearing. After this, nobody knows what to do with her, so
they send her away to a religious boarding school for orphans – Lowood Institute.
At Lowood, which is run by the hypocritical ogre Mr. Brocklehurst, the
students never have enough to eat or warm clothes. However, Jane finds a pious
friend, Helen Burns, and a sympathetic teacher, Miss Temple. Under their
influence, she becomes an excellent student, learning all the little bits and pieces
of culture that made up a lady’s education in Victorian England: French, pianoplaying, singing, and drawing. Unfortunately, an epidemic of typhus breaks out at
the school, and Helen dies—but of consumption, not typhus. Jane remains at
Lowood as a student until she is sixteen, and then as a teacher until she is
eighteen. When Miss Temple leaves the school to get married, Jane gets a case of
wanderlust and arranges to leave the school and become a governess.
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The governess job that Jane accepts is to tutor a little French girl, Adèle
Varens, at a country house called Thornfield. Jane goes there thinking that she
will be working for a woman named Mrs. Fairfax, but Mrs. Fairfax is just the
housekeeper; the owner of the house is a mysterious Mr. Rochester, and he is
Adèle's guardian, although we are not sure whether she is his daughter. Jane likes
Thornfield, although not the third floor, where a strange servant named Grace
Poole works alone and Jane can hear eerie laughter coming from a locked room.
One evening when Jane is out for a walk, she meets a mysterious man
when his horse slips and he falls – and, of course, this is Mr. Rochester. Jane and
Rochester are immediately interested in each other. She likes the fact that he is
craggy, dark, and rough-looking instead of smooth and classically handsome. She
also likes his abrupt, almost rude manners, which she thinks are easier to handle
than polite flattery. He likes her unusual strength and spirit and seems to find her
almost unworldly; he is always comparing her to a fairy or an elf or a sprite.
Rochester quickly learns that he can rely on Jane in a crisis – one evening,
Jane finds Rochester asleep in his bed with all the curtains and bedclothes on fire,
and she puts out the flames and rescues him. Jane and Rochester have fascinating
conversations in the evenings and everything seems to be going really welluntil
Rochester invites a bunch of his rich friends to stay at Thornfield, including the
beautiful Blanche Ingram. Rochester lets Blanche flirt with him constantly in front
of Jane to make her jealous and encourages rumors that he’s engaged to Blanche.
During the weeks-long house party, a man named Richard Mason shows
up, and Rochester seems afraid of him. At night, Mason sneaks up to the third
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floor and somehow gets stabbed and bitten. Rochester asks Jane to tend Richard
Mason's wounds secretly while he fetches the doctor. The next morning before the
guests find out what happened, Rochester sneaks Mason out of the house.
Before Jane can discover more about the mysterious situation, she gets a
message that her Aunt Reed is very sick and is asking for her. Jane, forgiving Mrs.
Reed for mistreating her when she was a child, goes back to take care of her dying
aunt. When Jane returns to Thornfield, Blanche and her friends are gone, and Jane
realizes how attached she is to Mr. Rochester. Although he lets her think for a
little longer that he is going to marry Blanche, eventually Rochester stops teasing
and

proposes

to

her.

She

blissfully

accepts.

It is the day of Jane and Rochester's wedding. It should be the happiest day
of Jane's life, but during the church ceremony two men show up claiming that
Rochester is already married! Rochester admits that he is married to another
woman, but tries to justify his attempt to marry Jane by taking them all to see his
"wife." Mrs. Rochester is Bertha Mason, the "madwoman in the attic" who tried to
burn Rochester to death in his bed, stabbed and bit her own brother (Richard
Mason), and who is been doing other creepy things at night. Rochester was
tricked into marrying Bertha fifteen years ago in Jamaica by his father, who
wanted him to marry for money and didn't tell him that insanity ran in Bertha’s
family. Rochester tried to live with Bertha as husband and wife, but she was too
horrible, so he locked her up at Thornfield with a nursemaid, Grace Poole.
Meanwhile, he traveled around Europe for ten years trying to forget Bertha and
keeping various mistresses. Adèle Varens is the daughter of one of these
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mistresses, though she may not be Rochester’s daughter. Eventually he got tired
of this lifestyle, came home to England, and fell in love with Jane.
After explaining all this, Rochester claims that he is not really married
because his relationship with Bertha is not a real marriage. The main problem is
that he cannot divorce her because it was pretty tough to get a divorce at all in the
Victorian period, and Bertha’s behavior is not grounds for a divorce, since she is
mentally ill and therefore not responsible for her actions. He wants Jane to go and
live with him in France, where they can pretend to be a married couple and act
like husband and wife. Jane refuses to be his next mistress and runs away before
she

is

tempted

to

agree.

Jane travels in a random direction away from Thornfield. Having no
money, she almost starves to death before being taken in by the Rivers family,
who live at Moor House near a town called Morton. The Rivers siblings – Diana,
Mary, and St. John – are about Jane’s age and well-educated, but somewhat poor.
They take whole-heartedly to Jane, who has taken the pseudonym "Jane Elliott" so
that Mr. Rochester cannot find her. Jane wants to earn her keep, so St. John
arranges for her to become the teacher in a village girls’ school. When Jane’s
uncle Mr. Eyre dies and leaves his fortune to his niece, it turns out that the Rivers
siblings are actually Jane’s cousins, and she shares her inheritance with the other
three.
St. John, who is a super-intense clergyman, wants to be more than Jane’s
cousin. He admires Jane’s work ethic and asks her to marry him, learn Hindustani,
and go with him to India on a long-term missionary trip. Jane is tempted because
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she thinks she would be good at it and that it would be an interesting life. Still, she
refuses because she knows she does not love St. John. To top it off, St. John
actually loves a different a girl named Rosamond Oliver, but he won’t let himself
admit it because he thinks she would make a bad wife for a missionary.
Jane is offered to go to India with him, but just as his cousin and coworker, not as his wife. St. John won't give up and keeps pressuring Jane to marry
him. Just as she’s about to give in, she supernaturally hears Mr. Rochester’s voice
calling

her

name

from

somewhere

far

away.

The next morning, Jane leaves Moor House and goes back to Thornfield to
find out what is going on with Mr. Rochester. She finds out that Mr. Rochester
searched for her everywhere, and, when he could not find her, sent everyone else
away from the house and shut himself up alone. After this, Bertha set the house on
fire one night and burned it to the ground. Rochester rescued all the servants and
tried to save Bertha, too, but she committed suicide and he was injured. Now
Rochester has lost an eye and a hand and is blind in the remaining eye.
Jane goes to Mr. Rochester and offers to take care of him as his nurse or
housekeeper. What she really hopes is that he will ask her to marry him – and he
does. They have a quiet wedding, and after two years of marriage Rochester
gradually gets his sight back. St. John Rivers, meanwhile, goes to India alone and
works himself to death there over the course of several years.

Adapted from: http://www.shmoop.com/jane-eyre/summary.html
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