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ABSTRACT

SAVITRI WIKANSARI. The Significance of Conflicts toward Josephine
Alibrandi’s Maturity Process in Marchetta’s Looking for Alibrandi.
Yogyakarta: Department of English Letters, Faculty of Letters, Sanata Dharma
University, 2013.
Looking for Alibrandi is a novel which points out some aspects, like
multiculturalism and social differences. The theme is about love, friendship, and
family life. It is the story of a teenage girl who grows up with Italian-Australian
identity and faces many problems during her teenage life. Marchetta presents a
17-years-old girl, Josephine Alibrandi or Josie, as the main character. The writer
is interested in analyzing the significance of conflicts toward Josephine’s maturity
process.
The writer focuses on three problems. First is the characteristic of
Josephine as the main character. The next problem is the conflicts experienced by
Josephine. Here, Josephine experiences both internal and external conflicts. The
last problem is the significance of conflicts toward Josephine’s maturity process.
In analyzing the topic, the writer uses three theories, theory of character
and characterization, theory of conflict, and theory of maturity. Besides,
psychological approach is needed to help the writer analyzes the topic. The writer
uses library research. Many books and other sources from the internet are used to
help the writer to analyze the topic.
The writer finds that Josephine faces many internal and external conflicts
during her teenage life. Josephine’s characteristics often lead her to the conflicts
with the other characters. The internal conflicts come from her mind and heart.
Whereas, the external conflicts come from the people surround her, such as her
family, her teacher, her boyfriend, and her friends. These conflicts give
contribution to Josephine’s maturity process. The conflicts that Josephine
experiences finally open her mind. She becomes aware of her mistakes and has
the ability to evaluate herself after the conflicts. Through the internal conflicts,
she is also able to deal with her frustration and anxiety. Besides, she can
communicate her experience with the other. It helps her to build a good
relationship with her father. The criteria of self-evaluation, ability to deal with
frustration, and communication of experience emphasize that Josephine achieves
her maturity process.

xi

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

ABSTRAK
SAVITRI WIKANSARI. The Significance of Conflicts toward Josephine’s
Maturity Process in Marchetta’s Looking for Alibrandi. Yogyakarta: Program
Studi Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Sastra, Universitas Sanata Dharma, 2013.
Looking for Alibrandi merupakan sebuah novel yang menitik beratkan
pada beberapa aspek, seperti multikulturalisme dan perbedaan social. Novel ini
juga bertemakan cinta, persahabatan, dan kehidupan keluarga. Novel ini bercerita
tentang seorang gadis remaja yang tumbuh dengan identitas keturunan ItaliaAustralia dan menghadapi banyak masalah di masa remajanya. Marchetta
menyajikan seorang gadis remaja berumur 17 tahun bernama Josephine atau Josie
sebagai tokoh utama. Penulis tertarik untuk menganalisis signifikan konflik yang
dialami Josephine terhadap proses pendewasaannya.
Penulis berfokus pada tiga masalah. Pertama adalah karakteristik
Josephine sebagai tokoh utama. Selanjutnya adalah konflik-konflik yang dialami
oleh Josephine. Pada novel ini, Josephine mengalami konflik dari dalam dan dari
luar. Terakhir adalah signifikan dari konflik-konflik tersebut terhadap proses
pendewasaan pada diri Josephine.
Dalam menganalisa topik ini, penulis menggunakan tiga teori, teori
karakter dan pemeranan, teori konflik, dan teori kedewasaan. Selain itu,
pendekatan psikologi juga dibutuhkan untuk membantu penulis dalam
menganalisa topiknya. Penulis menggunakan metode penelitian perpustakaan.
Banyak buku dan sumber-sumber lainnya dari internet digunakan untuk
membantu penulis dalam menganalisa topik ini.
Penulis menemukan bahwa Josephine menghadapi banyak konflik dari
dalam dan dari luar pada masa remajanya. Karakteristik Josephine sering
menimbulkan konflik dengan tokoh lain. Konflik dari dalam datang dari pikiran
dan hatinya. Sedangkan konflik dari luar datang dari orang-orang disekelilingnya,
seperti keluarga, guru, kekasih, dan teman-temannya. Konflik-konflik ini memberi
kontribusi terhadap proses pendewasaan Josephine. Konflik-konflik yang
Josephine alami pada akhirnya membuka pikirannya. Ia menjadi sadar akan
kesalahannya dan memiliki kemampuan untuk mengevaluasi diri setelah
mengalami konflik tersebut. Melalui konflik dari dalam, Josephine mampu
mengatasi rasa frustrasi dan kekecewaannya. Selain itu, ia juga mampu
menkomunikasikan pengalamannya kepada orang lain. Hal ini dapat
membantunya untuk membangun hubungan yang baik dengan ayahnya. Kriteriakriteria dalam mengevaluasi diri, kemampuan mengatasi rasa frustrasi, dan
kemampuan mengkomunikasikan pengalaman membuktikan bahwa Josephine
telah mencapai proses pendewasaannya.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study
There are many reasons why people read literary works, such as a novel or
play. Reading a novel can help the readers to understand some kind of aspects
emphasized by an author in the character. Literature is very important for human
being because it reflects human’s problem in life (Little 1981: 2). For this reasons,
reading literary works make the readers get some knowledge about human’s
experience in dealing with their own problem.
Related to the conflict, Jackson in her article “Conflict and Change” stated
that “conflict is the challenge a character must face and, in the end, overcome. The
characters need to struggle a bit to resolve a difficulty” (Jackson, 2011). In this
case, a character does not only face the conflict, but also overcome it to get the
problem solved. A character should not avoid the problem, but he has to try to
overcome it.
As human beings grow, they always learn and interact with the people
surround them. These learning and interacting process can lead them to the change
of their characteristics. They will reach their physical change, categorized as the
external growth, and reach mental maturity, categorized as the internal growth.
According to R. Guys Lefranscois, being mature is related to development which
includes growth and learning as a relatively permanent change in the behavior of
individual resulting from experience (Lefranscois, 1982: 107).

1
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Santino in her article “Level of Maturity” said that generally we would
expect that people behave according to the levels of maturity of their years. In
other words, a forty year old would act like a forty year old and a twelve year old
would act like a twelve year old, and so on. However, this is not the case. Many
adults never develop beyond a childhood level of functioning and some teenagers’
function at the adult level early on. One can be a fully-grown person and not be
mature, or they can be a person young in years, but be very mature emotionally
and mentally. As human grow from infant to adult, they have more and more
experiences and develop a greater capacity to digest and understand the events
that life has to offer. As they mature, they have a greater capacity to find peaceful
solutions to their differences with others. With greater maturity comes more
kindness, compassion, and respect toward others, along with self-confidence and
clarity of purpose (Santino, 2011).
A mature person does not only face her conflicts, but also try to look for
the way to solve her problems. Pikunas stated that in the process of living, the
mature person carries out the developmental task for his or her level of life and
develops an ever-increasing number of abilities and skills for coping with the
present and the future (Pikunas, 1976: 304).
Related to the explanation above, the writer will analyze a novel entitled
Looking for Alibrandi. It is one of Melina Marchetta’s novels that reveal a major
character’s experience in dealing with some problems. It tells about a girl who
was coping with the problems of adolescence. This novel shows Josephine’s
growth to freedom through the interaction of the women of three generations of
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Alibrandis – Katia Alibrandi, Christina Alibrandi, and herself. Further, changes
come about in Josephine from interaction with other characters (Ridge, 2011).
Melina Marchetta's first novel, Looking for Alibrandi was first published
in Australia in 1992. She taught secondary school English and History for ten
years during which time she released her second novel, Saving Francesca, in
2003, followed by On the Jellicoe Road in 2006, and Finnikin of the Rock in
2008. Melina's most recent novel, The Piper's Son, was published in 2010. Her
novels have been published in more than sixteen countries and twelve languages
(penguin.com.au, 2011).
In Looking for Alibrandi, the conflicts that are experienced by Josephine
give some effects toward herself, especially her maturity. These conflicts are
between Josephine and her family, her friends, and her boyfriend. According to
Judith Ridge, a key interest of this novel is Josephine's development towards a
mature understanding of herself, and thus the ability to make informed choices
about her life and relationships (Ridge, 2011).
Related to maturity, this novel shows the ability of an adolescent in
solving her problems which makes her become a more mature person. As Pikunas
stated in his book Human Development, an Emergent Science, one of the major
signs of maturity is the increasing ability to delay the gratification of
psychological needs and to control or tolerate considerable amounts of
disappointment, deprivation, anxiety, and frustration in general. As the adolescent
becomes better able to cope with and solve these conflicts, he advances toward the
attainment of maturity (Pikunas, 1976: 303). It assumes that one of the criteria of
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maturity is the ability to solve the problems by trying to decrease the amount of
disappointment, deprivation, anxiety, and frustration.
The topic of this thesis is chosen because it tells how Josephine Alibrandi
or Josie, the major character, deal with some conflicts in her life. Some of her
characteristics lead her to the conflicts with the other characters. The relationship
between Josephine and the people whom she associates with is not always going
well. There are some conflicts between them and also Josephine herself that
makes her become a more mature person. What is going to be explained here is
about the significance of conflicts which contribute to the maturity process of
Josephine Alibrandi.
The writer finds out that the maturity process of Josie is interesting since
the writer sees throughout the novel that she experiences her step of maturity on
her character psychologically. Josie experiences some conflicts with herself and
the people surround her. This novel tells about the exploration of psychological
problem on how a young girl dealing with some conflicts that affects her maturity.
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B. Problem Formulation
There are three problems to be discussed in this thesis. They are
formulated as follows:
1. What are the characteristics of Josephine?
2. What are the conflicts experienced by Josephine?
3. How do the conflicts contribute to Josephine’s maturity process?

C. Objectives of the Study
In the objective of the study, the writer has to find some answers of the
problem formulations. The first objective is to find the characteristics of Josephine
Alibrandi. In this case, the thesis will discuss and try to find out Josephine’s
characteristics described in the novel.
The second objective is to find out some conflicts experienced by
Josephine. Here, the thesis will explore the conflicts, including inner and external
conflicts.
The third objective is to explain how the conflicts contribute to
Josephine’s maturity. In this case, the maturity of Josephine as the result of
conflicts will be more explained.

D. Definition of Terms
In order to avoid misunderstanding of the terms used here, there are some
definitions that will be explained. First, the term of “Conflict” is taken from
Laurence Perrine in his book Literature: Structure and Sense. He defined conflict
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as “a clash of actions, ideas, and desires or wills between two individuals or
among people in the society. The conflict will include physical, emotional, or
moral (Perrine, 1974: 44).
Second, the term of “Maturity” is taken from Pikunas in his book Human
Development, an Emergent Science. He defined maturity as the state of maximal
function and integration of a single factor or a total person; also applied to
aggregated adequacy of development and performance (Pikunas, 1976: 408).
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CHAPTER II
THEORETICAL REVIEW

A. Review of Related Studies
This part contains related studies on Looking for Alibrandi. The purpose of
other’s opinion is to give more information to the writer. Some criticism toward
Marchetta and her literary works are very important to the writer to support in
understanding, developing, and limiting the criticism to the novel related to the
topic and analysis.
David Mahony in his book Excel Senior High School Fundamentals of
English tells about the maturity of Josephine Alibrandi. He states that the maturity
of Josephine is caused by her experiences. These experiences then lead her to
become more self-assured.
In the end of Melina Marchetta’s novel, Looking for Alibrandi, Josie
reflects that she has become more mature as the result of the events of the
year. In her seventeenth year Josie had a number of key experiences which
helped her to clarify how she felt about herself and the world, and she
became more self-assured as a result (Mahony, 2004: 92).
Unlike David, Roger Sell in his book Children’s Literature as
Communication tells about the condition of school life in this novel:
St. Martha’s, a private high school in Sydney, run by a Catholic Education
Office, has some scholarship places for girls from less affluent
backgrounds. Josephine feels she does not really belong because the
school is “dominated by rich people” with rich parents and grandparents,
“mostly Anglo-Saxons Australian, who I can’t see having a problem in the
world”, and “rich Europeans” (Sell, 2002: 321).

7
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From the quotation above, it is clear that Josephine’s school, St. Martha’s,
is a high school for the rich. Josephine can get into this school because of
scholarship. She thinks that she does not belong to this school because she is not
the rich one.
Besides, there is an article in an online Australia newspaper called The
Scan, entitled Marchetta on Alibrandi, which tells about the way Marchetta sees
the major character. The interview of the editor of The Scan was more exploring
about it:
At the end of the book, Melina sees Josephine as beginning to achieve
freedom-she has learnt that she has blown her problems out of all
proportion, that not everyone is about to crucify her for being Italian and
illegitimate. Josephine’s interaction with the other characters has brought
this about and it is the interaction which is the essential fascination of
writing for Melina Marchetta (The Scan, 2011).
Based on this interview, Marchetta thinks that Josephine gets her freedom
as the result of her problems. Josephine finally realized that it was not necessary
to blow some problems out of control. The interaction that might cause some
conflicts between Josephine and the others becomes the significant part in this
novel.
Besides, Dajana Gleim states that Josephine’s experiences have led her to
know herself and her family better. She also learns to cope with the feeling of
insecurity and with the prejudices of other people (Gleim, 2011). Here, from some
experiences which Josephine has, she gets the deeper understanding on herself
and her family.
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B. Review of Related Theories
It is important for the writer to explain some theories which are useful to
support the analysis. Since the topic of this study deals with the significance of
conflicts toward Josephine’s maturity process, the theories which will be used are
theory on character and characterization, theory on conflict, and theory on
maturity. These theories are used to get appropriate answer of problems
formulation in this study.

1. Theory of Character and Characterization
Character is the part of the intrinsic elements of a work of literature that
carries a message. According to M.H Abrams in A Glossary of Literary Terms,
there are two kinds of characters as quoted in the following:
A flat character is built around “a single idea or quality” and is presented
without much individualizing detail, and therefore can be fairly adequately
described in a single phrase or sentence. A round character is complex in
temperament and motivation and is presented with subtle particularly;
such a character therefore is as difficult to describe with any adequacy as a
person in real life, and like real person, is capable of surprising us
(Abrams, 1985: 24).
From the quotation above, a flat character is defined as a character which
is presented generally and without much detail information. On the contrary,
round character is defined as a character which is more complex than flat
character. The round character will develop and the development sometimes
surprising the character.
Besides, Stanton states that the character can be called as a main character
or major character or central character if he is relevant to every event in the story.
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Usually, the events cause some changes either in him or in one’s attitude towards
him (Stanton, 1965: 17). It assumes that a major character mostly participates in
every event in the story, and his or her attitude might change because of these
events.
Another quotation is taken from M.J Murphy in his book Understanding
Unseens: An Introduction to English Poetry and English Novel for Overseas
Students (Murphy, 1972: 161). He illustrates some ways in representing the
characters:
a. Personal description
To describe the character, the author explains physical appearances of the
character. The description is often related to her psychological condition. The
personality itself can be reflected from the external appearance.
b. Character as seen by another
Instead of describing, the author can directly describe the character through the
opinion of another. Other characters will give explanation about what the
character is like. Other’s thought about a certain character can be significant
factor to build understanding of her.
c. Speech
The author can give us insight into the thought through what the character says.
Whenever a person is speaking, she is giving the readers some clue to his
character.
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d. Past life
By learning about a person’s past life, the author can give the reader a clue that
has help to shape a person’s character. The character past life is always closely
connected to her present life.
e. Conversation with others
The author can give us clues to a person’s character through conversation of
other people and the things they say about her. We need to pay attention
toward the conversations of other characters. It is useful to go to speech-byspeech to determine exactly what it is meant or implied by each of them.
f. Reaction
The character shows her personality from her reactions to various situations
and events.
g. Direct comment
By giving the reader a straightforward description about comment on the
character.
h. Thoughts
We follow the inner life of the mind and then make the association of the ideas.
In brief, we are facilitated to disclose the thought inside the characters’ mind.
i. Mannerism
The author may describe a person’s mannerism that may also represent the
characters.
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Mary Rohrberger and Samuel write the theory of characterization in their
book entitled Reading and Writing about Literature:
The process by which the author creates a character is called
characterization. There are two principal ways an author can characterize
his character. First, he can use direct means to describe physical
appearance, intellectual, moral attributes, and the degree of sensitivity of
the character. Second, he can use dramatic means and place the character
in situation to show what the character is by the way he behaves or speaks
(Rohrberger, 1971: 20).
Based on the quotation above, there are two ways the author can
characterize a character. There are direct and dramatic means. Direct means is to
describe how the character looks like. Besides, dramatic means is to describe the
personality of a character.

2. Theory of Conflict
According to Sylvan Barnet in Literature for Composition: Essay, Fiction,
Poetry, and Drama, conflict is a struggle between a character and some obstacle
(for example another character or fate) or between internal forces (Barnet, 2005:
336). So, a character might have conflict with another character. Also, conflict can
comes from the internal force which is between himself or herself.
Perrine in his book Literature: Structure, Sound, and Sense, Tenth Edition
states that conflict is a clash of actions, ideas, desires, or wills. Characters may
have be pitted against some other person or group of persons (conflict of person
against person); they may be conflict with some external force: physical nature,
society, or “fate” (conflict of person against environment); or they may be conflict
with some elements in their own natures (conflict of person against himself or
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herself). The conflict may be physical, mental, emotional, or moral. (Perrine,
2009: 104). There are conflicts between person against person, person with his or
her nature, and person against himself or herself.

3. Theory of Maturity
According to Pikunas in his book Human Development, An Emergent
Science (Pikunas, 1961: 300), there are nine criteria of maturity:
a. Differential responsiveness
Maturity of response in various situations depends on previous experience and
the range of one’s information pertaining to each situation.
b. Interdependence
The main point is not become fully independent but more on self-realization of
becoming self-reliant individual.
c. Participate activity
In his or her action, a mature person has to be able to act based on his or her
goal, and involve the whole person in activities.
d. Application of Knowledge and Experience
The ability to evaluate and to self-examine is one of the most important criteria
of maturity. This ability will help a mature person to gain his or her appropriate
decision.
e. Communication of experience
A mature person has the ability to communicate his or her experience with
others. This ability is important to build a good relationship.
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f. Sensitivity to the needs of others
A mature person attains a level of control that permits constant service to the
need of others.
g. Dealing constructively with frustration.
One of the major signs of maturity is the increasing ability to control the
amount of disappointment, deprivation, anxiety, and frustration.
h. Willingness to assume adult responsibilities
Frequently willingness to assume responsibilities involves sacrifice and
courage, and also learning to overcome fear of failure, disregard moods and
feelings of disgust or apathy.
i. Moral Character
People will be influenced by moral value of a certain society and a mature
person will be able to behave mannerly based on those values.
Besides, Worchel in his book Psychology: Principles and Applications
stated that in their development, people sometimes deal with conflicts that they
have learned from their experience of life. A mature person will not avoid
problems or conflicts, he or she will accept it to develop his or herself (Worchel,
1985: 109). It means that someone can be classified as a mature person when he
or she can accept some conflicts in his or her life, and also has the ability to solve
it.
Another statement is taken from Overstreet. He stated that mature person
can solve his own problem without always depending on other’s help. He must be
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independent and help himself. He must be brave in facing the difficulties and
sometimes he has to make a decision in order to make his life better (Overstreet,
1949: 51). Furthermore, when he deals with the conflicts he will make a mature
solution of such conflict that would involve a mutual out of the situation and the
reaching of an agreement (Overstreet, 1949: 24). Based on this statement, it can
be said that a mature person will try to solve his problem independently and has
the ability in making a mature solution.

C. Theoretical Framework
The first theory is character and characterization. Those theories are
necessary to apply in order to know the characteristics of the main character. The
theory of conflict and theory of maturity are used to answer the problem number
two and three. The theory of conflict is used to get the deeper understanding about
some conflicts experienced by Josephine. The theory of maturity is applied to
show Josephine’s maturity as the result of her conflicts.
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CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY

A. Object of the Study
The object of this study is a novel entitled Looking for Alibrandi. It consists of
313 pages and is divided into 32 chapters. It was first published by Penguin Book
Australia in 1992.
The author of Looking for Alibrandi is Melina Marchetta. She is an Australian
writer who wrote 6 novels. Marchetta’s novels have been published in more than
sixteen countries and twelve languages. Looking for Alibrandi is her first book. This
novel was awarded as Book of the Year in Children Book’s Council of Australia. In
2000, it was released as a major Australian film, winning an AFI award and an
Independent Film Award for best screenplay.
Looking for Alibrandi tells the story of Josephine Alibrandi, an AustralianItalian teenager, who is struggling to find her identity. She is illegitimate since her
mother, Christina Alibrandi, slept with the boy next door, Michael Andretti, eighteen
years ago. Michael Andretti chose to leave her and Christina by moving to Adelaide.
This novel contains Josephine′s last year at St. Martha′s, a wealthy Catholic school in
Sydney. In this year, there are a lot of changes for her. While searching for her own
identity, her father comes into her life. There are a lot of conflicts she had with her
friends, boyfriend, and family. Moreover, she discovers the secrets of her family′s

16
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past. Through her experiences, she learns to cope with the judgment of other people
and gets to know herself and her family better.

B. Approach of the Study
Since the focus of this study is on Josephine’s maturity, therefore the
approach applied is psychological approach. According to Rohrberger and Woods,
psychological approach is an approach to literature which involves an effort to locate
and demonstrate certain recurrent patterns, and which refers to a different body of
knowledge, that is psychology. It is applied when then attention is focused on the
psychological interpretation for enhancing the understanding and appreciation of
literature. In applying this approach, psychological theories are generally used as the
interpretative tools (Rohrberger, 1971: 13).

C. Method of the Study
The writer used library research to analyze this study. The writer used books
and internet to find the sources to support this study. The primary source of the data
is Marchetta’s Looking for Alibrandi. The theories were taken from the other sources
which were closely related to the study such as articles from the internet and other
books: M.H Abrams’ A Glossary of Literary Terms, Sylvan Barnet’s Literature for
Composition: Essay, Fiction, Poetry, and Drama, Mary Rohrberger’s Reading and
Writing about Literature, Redman’s Second Book of Play, Pikunas’ Human
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Development, an Emergent Science, Worchel’s Psychology: Principles and
Applications, etc.
There were several steps in analyzing this novel. The first step was reading
the novel for more than once to get better understanding on the story. It is important
to reread the novel to know the whole content of the story. The second step was
determining the problem formulation. The third step was reading the secondary
sources in order to get some theories related to the topic. The fourth step was
answering three problems; described the characteristics of the main character,
analyzed the conflicts, and found out the significance of conflicts towards the
maturity of the main character. In the last step, the writer drew the conclusion.
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CHAPTER IV
ANALYSIS

This part contains the analysis on the significance of conflicts toward
Josephine’s maturity, which is divided into three parts of discussion based on the
problem formulation. The first discussion is the analysis on Josephine’s
characteristics. The writer tries to observe the characteristics of the main
character. The second part is the analysis on the conflicts between Josephine
herself, and other characters. The last discussion will show how the conflicts
contribute to Josephine’s maturity process.

A. The Characteristics of Josephine
This part describes about the characteristics of the main character,
Josephine Alibrandi or Josie. Before analyzing Josie’s maturity process, the writer
needs to find out the characteristics of Josie. The writer uses theory character and
characterization to answer the first problem.

1. Defensive
In Looking for Alibrandi, Josie is described as a defensive person. When
Josephine is in a religion class, she is caught by her teacher, Sister Gregory, for
reading a magazine during the class. She is filling the questionnaire in a magazine
when Sister Gregory is explaining about Christian lives. Sister Gregory asks what
19
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the magazine has to do with her religion class (p.3). Josie tries to defense herself
by making some reasons why the magazine is related to the religion class.
“It’s just that while you were speaking I remembered the magazine. You
were talking about today’s influence that affect our Christian lives, right?
Well, Sister, this magazine is a common example. It’s full of rubbish. It’s
full of questionnaires that insult our intelligence. Do you think they have
articles titled ‘Are you a good Christian?’ or ‘Do you love your neighbor?’
No. They have articles titled ‘Do you love your sex life?’ knowing quite
well that the average age of the reader is fourteen. Or ‘Does size count?’
and let me assure you, Sister, they are not referring to his height” (p.4).
From what Josie said in the quotation above, it can be seen that she
defends herself by explaining that the content of the magazine does not give a
good influence for the Christian. As the topic of Sister Gregory’s lesson is about
today’s influence in Christian lives, Josie tries to relate it with the questionnaire.
She wants to prove that the magazine is mostly talking about sex, which is not a
good influence in Christian lives.
Another quotation is taken when Josie argues with her grandmother,
Nonna. Nonna thinks that there is no respect with the youth today, including Josie.
Josie is blamed for being rude to her. Nonna also blames Josie’s mother,
Christina, for not respecting her. According to Nonna, a daughter’s behavior
always reflects on how good a mother is. Josie does not agree with what Nonna
thought.
“It’s not the youth of today, Nonna. It’s you and people like you. Always
worrying about what other people think and that’s your fault because you
have no respect for other people’s privacy, including your daughter’s and
granddaughter’s” (p.44).
This quotation shows that Josie tries to defend herself in a debate with
Nonna. Josie thinks that it is Nonna’s fault for not respecting her because she
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always intervenes what Josie and her mother did. Because of Nonna’s behavior,
Josie and her mother do not have any privacy.
Josie is also defensive when she argues with her boyfriend, Jacob. Jacob
says that Josie is middle class snob.
“We’re the same, you know. You’re middle class and I’m middle class,
except you’re a middle class snob who goes to an upper school.” (p.74)
Jacob thinks that Josie comes from middle class like him. The only thing
that differentiates them is that Josie is a middle class snob who goes to an upper
school. According to Josie, she is not a snob. She realizes that she is a middle
class because she and her mother do not have a lot of money, but she gets a
scholarship so that she can get into an upper school. “I am not a snob. My mother
is a single parent and we don’t have a lot of money, but I’m on a scholarship with
the school.” (p.74). Josie’s answer is such a self-defense to show that although she
comes from middle class, she can get into an upper school.

2. Irresponsible
Josie is described as an irresponsible person. It can be seen when she has a
job to organize around five hundred students on a walkathon. Walkathon is held to
celebrate St. Martha’s day. Josie’s best friend, Sera, influences her to go out from
walkathon, and come to Sebel Town House to meet a lead singer of a band. When
Josie and her friends arrive at the Sebel Town House, there are lots of news
cameras and Josie tries to hide from them. She is afraid if she appears on the
television and is seen by her teacher. Unfortunately, her teacher, Sister Louise,
watches her and asks her to come to her room.
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“Those students trusted you. I trusted you. Here I am thinking that all the
girls are on a walkathon. We promise your parents that we’ll look after
you and they trust us. Yet there you are on television, with Sera making
vulgar thrusting movements and God knows what her hands around her
face” (p.215).
Sister Louise is disappointed with Josie. She trusts Josie to organize the
students, but Josie does not do it well. She thinks that Josie is not responsible with
her job by leaving those students and deciding to follow her friends. After that,
Sister Louise gives Josie some punishments.
“You’ll come here every afternoon until four-thirty. I’ll have notes
prepared for your parents. You will also be banned from any further school
excursions for the rest of the term. You’re all a disgrace. Get back to the
class.” (p.215).
Because of Josie’s irresponsibility, Sister gives her some punishments.
From this fact, it can be concluded that Josie is irresponsible. She leaves her job
on walkathon and goes to meet a band singer with her friends.

3. Highly-motivated
Josephine is a highly-motivated girl. She will try to do something that
makes her dream comes true. If she has a dream, she will motivate herself and
look for a chance to reach it. She wants to fulfill her needs by looking for a sidejob so that she will not make difficulties to her mother.
“Another interesting thing that happened over the weekend was that I got a
job at McDonald’s. Anna and I had seen the advertisement in our local
paper and decided to go for it. Sportsgirl, Country Road and Esprit, here
we come.” (p.59).
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Josephine really wants to fulfill her needs by herself. She wants to buy
something she is interested in. That is why she tries to look for a job and go for it.
She and her friend, Anna, finally get a job at McDonalds.
Josephine has a dream to become a lawyer. Therefore, she has a plan to
study law next year. “I’m in my last year of high school at St. Martha’s, which is
situated in the eastern suburbs, and next year I plan to study law.” (p.5). Josie’s
father, Michael Andretti, is a lawyer and has a law firm. He offers Josie a job in
his law firm to help the secretaries. Josie is interested in his father’s offer. “It
sounds great. I mean, it’d help in regards to me wanting to be a barrister.” (p.
154). Josie accepts the offer since she thinks that it will help to grow her
knowledge about law. Josie quits her job on McDonald’s and focuses working on
a law firm.
“After a few hiccups at MacMichael and Sons I’ve managed to settle in
and things are beginning to run smoothly. I take the bus from school three
times a week.” (p.158)
Josie starts to enjoy her job in a law firm. She is willing to take the bus
three times a week to go there. It shows that she has a high motivation to reach her
dream to be lawyer, so that she tries to take a chance that make her dream comes
true.

4. Selfish
Josephine is described as a selfish person. She does not allow her mother
to go out with a man. Her mother, Christina, is a single woman. She had ever had
a boyfriend but left her after knowing that she was being pregnant. She takes care
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of Josie by herself. As a single woman, Christina tries to build a good relationship
with men and wants to go out with them. “I am a single woman, Josie. Socially it
is very acceptable to go out with men.” (p.117). The writer then concludes that
Josie does not care about her mother’s needs and feeling. According to Josie, her
mother has never been interested in going out with men. Christina is disappointed
with Josie. She tries to say that she needs to go out with a man but Josie does not
understand. Christina obviously says that Josie is selfish. “You are such a selfish,
unreasonable child, Josephine. One day you’ll understand.” (p.118).
Josie feels guilty after debating with her mother. She begins to realize that
she is selfish not only to her mother, but also to her grandmother. “I’m beginning
to realize that I can be a little selfish and I’m trying to find the words to apologize
to Mama and to understand Nonna just a little bit more.” (p.122). She knows that
it is her fault for hurting her mother and grandmother. She tries to apologize to her
mother and learns to understand her grandmother.

B. Conflicts Experienced by Josephine
This part will discuss about the conflicts experienced by Josephine. In
Looking for Alibrandi, there are a lot of conflicts between Josephine and herself,
and Josephine and the other characters. Conflict, based on Sylvan Barnet in
Literature for Composition is a struggle between a character and some obstacle
(for example another character or fate) or between internal forces (Barnet, 2005:
336).
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According to Perrine in his book Literature: Structure, Sound, and Sense
10th Edition conflict is a clash of actions, ideas, desires, or wills. Characters may
have be pitted against some other person or group of persons (conflict of person
against person); they may be conflict with some external force: physical nature,
society, or “fate” (conflict of person against environment); or they may be conflict
with some elements in their own natures (conflict of person against himself or
herself). The conflict may be physical, mental, emotional, or moral. (Perrine,
2009: 104)
Based on that theory, the writer divided the analysis on the conflict into
two parts; first is Josephine’s conflict with herself, and the second is Josephine’s
conflicts with another character.

1. Josephine’s Conflict with Herself
In Looking for Alibrandi, Josephine experiences an internal conflict. It
happens when she is in dilemma whether she will go into St. Martha high school
or a school in the inner west where all her friends had gone. Actually, Josie does
not want to go to St. Martha because the students are on higher class than her. She
wants to go to a school in the inner west because the students are Italian like her
(p. 8). Here, Josie as the protagonist wants to go to a school which is on her level,
but she cannot. She is confused since she receives the six-year English scholarship
to go into St. Martha. If she goes into a school in the inner west, her mother
should pay for it.
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Here, Josie has a struggle between her mind and heart. Her mind says that
she has to go to a school in the inner west where all her friends had gone. Besides,
she does not need to pay to go into St. Martha because she receives a scholarship.
She does not want her mother to pay during her study. And finally, she decides to
go into St. Martha where she does not need to pay.

2. Josephine’s Conflict with Another Character
Based on Sylvan Barnet in Literature for Composition, conflict is a
struggle between a character and some obstacle (for example another character or
fate). (Barnet, 2005: 336). In the novel, Josephine or Josie is a main character
experiences some conflicts with another character. They are her family, teacher,
boyfriend, and friends.

a. Josephine’s Conflicts with her Grandmother
The first conflict is between Josie and her grandmother, Nonna Katia.
Josie often has some arguments with Nonna. Josie always defenses herself from
what Nonna says to her. One of them is when Nonna tells about Josie’s cousin,
Roberto. Nonna says that Roberto loves his grandmother (p.42). Josie angrily says
that Nonna is satirical. According to Josie, Nonna just wants to show that she is
not as good as Roberto who always loves his grandmother. Nonna thinks that
Josie misinterprets her story. She also does not like the way Josie talks by
snapping her. According to Nonna, Josephine is without respect because she
always defends herself and does not want to hear.
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“That is Christina’s fault, because if she was a good mother, you would be
a good daughter and granddaughter and respect me. It is Christina’s fault
that you are speaking to me like this. A daughter’s behavior always
reflects on how good a mother is. But there is no respect left with the
youth today” (p.43).
Knowing that her mother is also blamed, Josie gets angrier. She does not
like what Nonna says about her mother. Besides, Nonna also drives Josie crazy
because Nonna wants to know why other Italian girls have Italian boyfriends and
Josie does not. If Josie wants to go out with Austalians, Nonna objects. Nonna
thinks that Austalians do not know about culture and the way Italians live. It
makes Josie angry because Nonna does not have respect for her privacy.
“It’s not the youth of today, Nonna. It’s you and people like you. Always
worrying about what other people think. Always talking about other
people. Well, we got spoken as well, Nonna, and that’s your fault because
you have no respect for other people’s privacy, including your daughter’s
and granddaughter’s” (p.44).
Based on the quotation above, Josie thinks that Nonna has no respect with
the people surround her, including Josie and her mother. The way Nonna
disrespect her is by not allowing her to go out with Australian. Nonna always talk
about other people by telling about Roberto who loves his grandmother. So, Josie
wants to conclude that all the blames do not belong to her and her mother.
Another evidence of her conflict with Nonna Katia is seen when Josie
finds out Nonna’s secret. Josie finally knows that her mother’s biological father is
not Nonno Fransesco, but is in fact, Marcus Sandford, who is an Australian man
that Nonna is friends with. She later finds out that Marcus is an Austalian
policeman who helps Nonna during the war in the 1950s.
“Oh God, Nonna, don’t be even more of a hypocrite. You were the one
who told me about the four months you had to spend on your own. Four
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months in summer, from November to February. When you told me I felt
sorry that you had to spend Christmas and festive season away from
people you loved. But then today when everyone was joking about Mama
being conceived on New Years’s Day, I thought it was impossible. How
could Mama possibly be conceived on New Year’s Day when Nonno was
up north?” (p.259).
Josie learns that Nonna spends four months from November to February
on her own because her husband, Nonno Fransesco, is in the north. Josie realizes
it is impossible for her mother being conceived on New Year’s Day, so she
concludes that Nonna sleeps with Marcus Sandford.
“No. You slept with him. You were married. You slept with Marcus
Sandford while you were a married woman. You’ve gone on about
Australians all our lives. Don’t get involved with them, Josie, they don’t
understand the way we live, you’d say. What about you, Nonna? Did he
understand the way you lived? Did he understand what marriage was?”
(p.260)
The quotation above shows Josie’s disappointment to Nonna. She finally
learns that Nonna sleeps with Marcus Sandford while she is a married woman.
Josie also finds out that Nonna is hypocrite because she does not allow Josie to
get involve with Australian. In fact, Nonna does betrayal to Nonno Fransesco by
sleeping with an Australian man.

b. Josephine’s Conflicts with her Mother
Another conflict also happens between Josie and her mother, Christina
Alibrandi. It happens when Christina tells Josie that she will go out with a man
named Paul Presilio. Josie gets angry because she does not like the fact that her
mother will go out with Paul again.
Although Mama had gone out with a few guys in the past, this man
seemed different. I’d seen the way he looked at her. It was the look of a
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man who didn’t want to play games with women anymore. The look of a
man who wanted to settle down. Mama and I had always sat around
talking about why she never married. It was always because she hadn’t
met the right man and I was always so relieved. Yet now things seemed to
be changing so fast (p.117).
The quotation shows that Josie is not ready to let her mother having a
relationship with a man. She believes that Paul is a man who wants to settle down,
so she is afraid if her mother considers Paul as the right man. To show her
objection, Josie asks if her mother becomes so social. Her mother says that she is
a single woman and it is very acceptable to go out with men (p. 117). In this case,
Josephine’s selfishness leads her to the conflict with her mother. Josie does not
care about her mother’s needs and feeling by not allowing her to go out with a
man.

c. Josephine’s Conflicts with her Father
Josie also has some conflicts with her father, Michael Andretti. Josephine
never meets her father since he leaves her mother many years ago. She is shocked
as she knows that Michael is in Sydney for a year to work in some law chamber.
When she meets Michael for the first time at Nonna’s house, she becomes
emotionally overwhelmed. She does not like the way he walks past her as if she
does not exist (p.81). Michael then asks Josie what she wants from him. Josie gets
angry because Michael makes fun of the way she feels as being illegitimate.
Michael tries to explain that he does not make fun of it.
“I have no intention of making fun of the way you feel, Josephine. But
what happened between your mother and me was a very sad situation
eighteen years ago, and I think considering the circumstances things turned
out pretty well” (p.82).
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Michaels explains that the condition between him and Josie’s mother is
hard. He did not know what to do eighteen years ago. Josie does not care about
what Michael says. She starts to speak impolitely by saying that Michael is a liar
(p.82). It makes Michael angry and says that he has the right to think clearly
before he lets Josie into his life (p.83). Josie replies it by saying that she also does
not him into her life.
“How dare you think that I want to be in your life! I don’t want you
anywhere near us, especially my mother. If she cries in the next couple of
weeks and I find out it’s because you’ve hurt her, you’re in big trouble”
(p.83).
Josie gets angry because Michael talks as if Josie wants to get into his life.
Josie actually does not want Michael to come into her life. She shows her
defensiveness by saying that she also does not want her father as a part of her life.
And, she does not want him to hurt her mother again. Josie threatens Michael if he
does it, he will be in a big trouble. Afterwards, they make a promise that they will
keep out of each lives (p.83).
Another conflict between Josie and Michael comes when she meets him in
her school. Josie asks him to come to her school because she hits her classmates,
Carly. Carly’s father wants Josie to call a lawyer. Since Michael is a lawyer, she
wants him to help her to solve this problem. Actually, Josie does not want to call
him, but she wants to prove Carly that she has a father. When Michael comes, he
asks Josie what Carly says to her. Josie answers that Carly has nothing to say
(p.104). It makes Michael angry as it wastes his time.
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“Oh, great. I have to try to get you out of this mess after you hit a girl for
nothing. Josephine, don’t waste my time. You don’t seem like a violent
type. She had to have said something to rile you” (p.104).
Michael explains that he tries to help Josie, but she does not want to
explain her real problem with Carly. According to Michael, Josie is not a violent
type, so he believes that there is a serious problem between her and Carly. Josie
finally tells Michael that Carly calls her a wog, so she hits her (p.106).

d. Josephine’s Conflict with her Teacher
The conflicts do not only happen between Josie and her family, but it also
happens between Josie and her teacher. Josie has a job to organize around five
hundred students on a walkathon. Walkathon is held to celebrate St. Martha’s day.
Josie’s best friend, Sera, influences her to go out from walkathon, and come to
Sebel Town House to meet a lead singer of a band. When Josie and her friends
arrive at the Sebel Town House, there are lots of news cameras and Josie tries to
hide from them. She is afraid if she appears on the television and is seen by her
teacher. Unfortunately, her teacher, Sister Louise, watches her and asks her to
come to her room.
“Those students trusted you. I trusted you. Here I am thinking that all the
girls are on a walkathon. We promise your parents that we’ll look after
you and they trust us. Yet there you are on television, with Sera making
vulgar thrusting movements and God knows what her hands around her
face” (p.215).
Sister Louise is so disappointed with Josie and her friends. She trusts Josie
to organize the students, but Josie does not do it well. She thinks that Josie is not
responsible with the job. Because of what Josie does on walkathon, Sister Louise
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tells that she relieves because she has made a right decision by not giving Josie a
job as a school captain late last year (p.218). Actually, Josie is voted school
captain, but Sister Louise gives the job to Ivy because she knows Ivy can do a
better job. What has been said by Sister Louise makes Josie angry since she is not
trusted to be school captain.
“Things would have been so different for me if I was school captain. I
wouldn’t have done what I did yesterday if I was school captain. What I
did for you to take that away from me? (p.218).
Josie is getting angry as she knows she was voted school captain last year,
but Sister Louise did not give her that job. Josie then tries to explain that she will
not do like what she does on a walkathon if she is school captain. Sister Louise
knows that Josie has the right to have an opinion, but she does not agree with
Josie’s opinion of being a leader.
“You have to stop believing that your actions are always right, and you
have to remember that you aren’t a leader because you’re given a title.
You’re a leader because of what is inside of you. Because of how you feel
about yourself Having a badge saying you’re school captain shouldn’t
have stopped you from doing what you did yesterday. You should be able
to do that on your own. Now go back to class and think about that.” (p.
219).
In this case, the conflict between Josie and Sister Louise happens because
there is a clash between them. According to Sister Louise, what Josie does on a
walkathon makes her relieve since she does not give her a job as school captain.
On the contrary, Josie does not agree because she will not do a stupid thing on a
walkathon if she is school captain.
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e. Josephine’s Conflicts with her Boyfriend
The other conflict also happens between Josie and her boyfriend, Jacob
Coote. Jacob asks Josie to go to the movies on Saturday night. As Jacob has never
met Josie’s mother, she asks Jacob to look good in front of her mother. In fact,
Jacob does not do what Josie wants and it makes her disappointed.
I’m not quite sure why I was disappointed. Maybe because I had spent one
whole day trying to look good for him and had spent one whole paycheck
on black Country Road pants. He, instead, wore the oldest jeans I have
ever seen, and his jumper had holes at the sleeves. He also hadn’t shaved
for days. No trendy designer stubble, though. Just this “hood” look (p.
144).
The quotation above shows Josie’s disappointment to Jacob. She expects
Jacob to look good, but he does not. When Jacob meets her mother, his
appearance is not like what Josie expects. Josie feels she has done her best to look
good for Jacob, but Jacob does not want to do his best, even in front of her
mother.
“How dare you treat my mother that way. You didn’t even speak to her,” I
hissed. “I told her that I was going out with a human being and you turn
up” (p.147).
Josie’s anger is not only caused by Jacob’s look, but also by the way Jacob
treats her mother. She tries to explain that she has made a big favor to her mother.
Jacob does not care about it by saying that he wears what he wants to wear and
speaks the way he wants to speak (p.147). What Jacob did to Josie makes her
curse herself all the way. She considers her first date wastes on Jacob.
When they arrive at the movies, they argue about what movie they are
going to watch. Josie wants to watch Pride and Prejudice, but Jacob refuses it. He
does not want to watch such a pansy movie. He wants to watch a normal movie
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about cops and robbers (p.148). Josie becomes angry, and Jacob does not want to
be blamed with this situation.
“This is me. This is the way I look when I go to the movies, and pardon
my ignorance when it comes to meeting mothers, Josephine. It’s just
something that I don’t need to do on a first date. But then again I have
never had to go out with an ethnic girl. You people should go back to your
own country if you’re so confused” (p.148).
Even if Josie complains about their first date, Jacob still does not care
about it. He tries to explain that he cannot change the way he look when he is
either in the movies or meeting mothers. To show his anger, Jacob calls Josie as
an ethnic girl. In fact, Josie hurts when Jacob calls her like that. She wonders why
Jacob has a bravery to talk about her Italian-Australian background. Otherwise,
Josie decides to leave Jacob alone in the movies.
Another conflict with Jacob comes when Josie is in the movies with her
friend, John Barton. Josie is surprised knowing that Jacob is in the movies too
with his friends. Jacob gets angry as he finds out Josie is going to see a movie
with another guy. Josie tries to defend that John is only her friend.
“We’re going to see a movie. Jacob, he’s a friend of mine, for God’s sake.
Because I’m going out with you doesn’t mean I’m not allowed to go out
with friends” (p.224).
The quotation above shows Josie’s defense to Jacob by explaining that
John Barton is her friend. Though Josie has a relationship with Jacob, she does not
want him to prohibit her going out with her friends. In fact, Jacob wonders why
Josie does not tell him if she wants to go out with John.
“You go about whining and wailing about the way people treat you, but
you never think about the way you treat people. It was hurt. But you
wouldn’t understand that, would you? You don’t think that people like me
get hurt” (p. 229).
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Jacob gets hurt as he knows that Josie does not do a fair thing. According
to Jacob, Josie always wants the people to treat her well. In fact, Josie does not
think about the way she treats them. In the first conflict between Josie and Jacob,
Josie wants Jacob to look good when meeting her mother, but Jacob does not do
it. Josie does not like the way Jacob treats her mother, he even does not speak her
mother. Otherwise, Jacob is disappointed as Josie does not treat him as her
boyfriend. She even goes out with another guy without telling him.

f. Josephine’s Conflicts with her Friends
Some conflicts also happen between Josie and her friends. One of them is
when Josie makes Carly’s nose broken in a fight. Carly is a part time model, and
is surrounded by great-looking people who could have different color hair, eyes,
and skin (p.97). Carly tells her friends that she does not like a nightclub which is
visited by wogs. Josie feels annoyed as she hears Carly talking about wogs.
“I’m just the same as them and I’d appreciate you not going on about wogs
every day. It offends me, you racist pig” (p.98).
Josie realizes that she is just the same with the wogs. She does not like the
way Carly discriminates her by talking about it. She will appreciate Carly if she
does not talk about it every day. Carly says that Josie should not be listening to
her conversation because it is a free country, and she has the right to say whatever
she wants (p.98). Josie’s anger becomes much bigger, so she hits Carly with a
science book.
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Besides having conflict with Carly, Josie also has a conflict with Ivy.
When Josie and Ivy are waiting for Sister Louise in her office, they are reading
the same paper about the funeral of an Italian businessman who is supposedly
murdered. After Ivy reads it, she asks whether Josie as new Australian wears
black a lot or not (p.197). Ivy considers Josie as a new Australian as she learns
that Josie is an Australian-Italian, so she mocks her about wearing black clothes to
honor the Italian businessman. Josie actually does not like the way Ivy calls her as
new Australian.
“How dare you call me a new Australian. I’m of Italian descent. And I’m
also two months older than you, if my records are right, so if anyone is a
new Australian, you are, because you’re two months newer than me”
(p.198).
The quotation above shows that Josie does not like to be called new
Australian by Ivy. Josie turns out to defend herself by saying that Ivy is the real
new Australian because she is two months younger than Josie. This conflict
happened because there is a clash between Josie and her friends. They mock Josie
because of her Italian descent. Josie does not like being treated like that, so she
tries to defend from what they friends said about her nationality.

C. The Significance of Conflicts toward Josephine’s Maturity Process
According to Pikunas in Human Development, An Emergent Science, there
are

nine

criteria

of

maturity.

They

are

differential

responsiveness,

interdependence, participate activity, application of knowledge and experience,
communication of experience, sensitivity to the need of others, dealing
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constructively with frustration, willingness to assume adult responsibilities, and
moral character (Pikunas, 1976: 300-304).
People sometimes deal with conflicts they have learned from their
experience of life. A mature person will not avoid problems or conflicts, he or she
will accept it to develop him or herself (Worchel, 1985:109). Thus, someone can
be classified as a mature person when he or she can accept conflicts in his or her
life, and has the ability to solve it.
Overstreet states that a mature person can solve his own problem without
always depending on other’s help. He must be brave in facing the difficulties and
sometimes has to make a decision in order to make his life better (Overstreet,
1949: 51). Furthermore, when he deals with the conflicts, he will make a mature
solution of them, which would involve a mutual decision out of the situation and
the reaching of an agreement. So, it can be said that a mature person will not
avoid problems. But, he will face them by developing the capability (Overstreet,
1949: 24).
In Looking for Alibrandi, Josephine or Josie experiences many conflicts
that give contribution in shaping her maturity. After she has experienced the
conflicts, she knows what she has to do to overcome her conflicts. The conflicts
make her to be able to evaluate herself, to deal with frustration, and to
communicate her experience.
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1. Giving her the Ability to Evaluate herself
One of the nine criteria of a mature person given by Pikunas is the
application of knowledge and experience. It is the ability to evaluate and to selfexamine before gaining the appropriate decision in life. After having some
conflicts, Josie has the ability to evaluate herself.
At the beginning, Josie is known as a girl who has no responsibility of
what she has done. When she is trusted to organize some students on walkathon,
her friend asks her to go out from walkathon to meet a band singer.
In this case, Josie as a teenager chooses to follow her friend. She uses
neither her knowledge nor her experience to refuse bad influence from her friend.
Furthermore, Sister Louise feels disappointed because of Josie’s irresponsibility.
“How responsible were you yesterday, Josephine? I want you to tell me e
you were. There were twelve-year-old girls in that last lot, Josephine.
Darlinghurst is a dangerous area. You were there to make sure nothing
could happen to them.” (p.217).
Sister Louise is also relieved since she does not vote Josie as a school
captain last year. “You’re voted as a school captain, but I gave the job to Ivy
because I knew she’d do a better job.” (p.218). After hearing Sister Louise’s
statement, Josie is shocked because Sister does not give her a chance to be a
captain.
“Things would have been so different for me if I was school captain,” I
told her. “I would have felt different. What did I do for you to take that
away from me?” (p.218)
Then, Sister Louise gives an opinion that Josie has to learn that what she
does reflects on her school. Josie also has to stop believing that her actions are
always right.
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“You have to learn that sometimes you have to keep your mouth shut,
because what you do reflects on this school and on me and others. They
don’t make you principal of a school because you’re middle-aged and
wear a habit. Ou have to stop believing that your actions are always right,
and you have to remember that you aren’t a leader because you’re given a
title. You’re a ;eader because of what is inside you. Because of how you
feel about yourself. Having a badge saying you’re a school captain
shouldn’t have stopped you from doing what you did yesterday. You
should be able to do that on your own. Now go back to class and think
about that.” (p.219).
After that, Josie walks out and begins to cry. The words of trendsetter,
school captain, and leaders keep on running through her head (p.219). Sister
Louise’s statement makes her realize that it is actually her fault. If she is
responsible with her job, Sister Louise will respect her and vote her as a school
captain. She begins to know that she has broken Sister Louise’s trust. She turns
around and walks back into Sister Louise’s room without knocking.
“I’m really sorry, Sister. Don’t call me a liar because I do mean it. What I
did was wrong” (p.219).
Here, after meeting with Sister Louise, Josie realizes that she is wrong.
She does not responsible with her job. She decides to apologize to Sister Louise of
what she has done on walkathon. Josie’s capability to evaluate her problem after
having a conflict with Sister Louise proves that her maturity is being shaped. She
comes to her understanding that what she has done by leaving the children on
walkathon is totally wrong. Furthermore, does not be voted as a school captain by
Sister Louise makes Josie regrets and tries not to do the same mistake.
Another evidence of Josie’s self evaluation is seen when she does not
allow her mother, Christina, to go out with a man. Josie does it because she is not
ready to let her mother having a relationship with a man who wants to settle
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down. She is afraid if her mother does not love her anymore. In this case, Josie’s
decision by not letting her Mom to go out with a man shows that she is selfish.
She does not care about her Mom’s need. Here, the lack of sensitivity to the need
of others is a sign of immaturity. Actually, Josie’s mother wants to build up a
good relationship with a man, but she does not care about it. After she has a fight
with her mother, Josie does not talk to her for a week.
When Josie and her mother are in the car, her mother tells she just want
to go out with a man, not going to marry him. This explanation makes Josie feels
guilty. She has treated her mother badly by not fulfilling her need. Then, her
mother also says that she loves Josie, and has never regretted having Josie as her
daughter (p.132). After hearing her mother’s explanation, she begins to realize
that she is selfish. She wonders how her mother puts up with her when she treats
her so bad.
“God you spend all your life bringing me up, wasting your youth on a
selfish person, yet you never complain.” (p. 132).
In this case, Josephine seems to exaggerate her problem. She does not
allow her mother to go out with a man only because she is afraid her mother will
marry him. She comes to her understanding that her mother loves her. She begins
to think that her manner to her mother is bad.
As seen in previous explanation, Josie does not have a good relationship
with her grandmother, Nonna Katia. She does not want to hear what Nonna says
and often misinterprets her story. She always tries to defense what her
grandmother says to her. It can be seen when Nonna tells about Josie’s cousin,
Roberto, who loves his grandmother. Josie considers that Nonna is satirical and
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just want to show that Josie does not love Nonna (p.42). Nonna does not agree
with it, and starts to blame Josie’s mother for her bad attitude. Here, Josie thinks
that Nonna is a woman who should have greater respect for her daughter and
granddaughter’s feeling.
After having a fight, Josie decides to visit Nonna’s house. She wants to
apologize of her bad attitude toward her (p.239). In this case, it shows that Josie is
able to evaluate her problem with Nonna. She begins to know that she is wrong.
Her maturity is also being shaped since she realizes her mistake and makes an
appropriate decision by visiting Nonna’s house to ask for sorry.
When Josie arrives at Nonna’s house, she apologizes to her for what she
has done. At night, Josie is interested in Nonna’s photo of Marcus Sandford. After
that, Nonna begins to tell about her pastimes. She tells Josie about her hard life in
the 1940s (p.240). She says that she lives in poverty in Ingham when she first
arrives as a young bride; she has a loveless marriage; and she lives a lonely life in
this strange land. Josie listens to Nonna’s story and starts to enjoy it.
The stories, like most of the things Nonna has told me in the last couple
of months, are really interesting. Stories of another of life. Just sitting
there patiently listening to her made me realize how much I had changed.
I would have been bored by it all a year ago, and because of my past
feelings toward her, I would have ignored every word she said. Whereas
I’m beginning to realize that my feelings are changing and we’re
establishing quite a good relationship. I like that a lot. (p. 241).
After hearing Nonna’s life story, Josie begins to realize that her feeling
toward Nonna is changing. Josie comes to understand that her Nonna has a hard
life. She learns to understand Nonna better by listening to her stories. As can be
seen in the previous explanation, Josie always ignores what Nonna says. She does

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

42

not want to hear Nonna. But, Josie wants to change herself by hearing Nonna’s
stories and it makes their relationship getting better. In this case, it shows that
Josie has the ability to solve her own conflict with Nonna. By visiting Nonna’s
house, Josie proves that she does not avoid the problem, but she tries to solve it by
herself.
Josie’s self evaluation can also be seen when she has many expectations
about Jacob’s appearance. She wants Jacob to look good when he sees her mother.
In fact, Jacob does not do it. She gets angry and considers her first date wastes on
Jacob. As time goes by, Josie realizes that it is her fault for having too many
expectations.
I wished I could walk out of the coffee shop and just see Jacob. I could
see now that it was my fault as much as his that our movie night hadn’t
turned out. I’d had too many expectations. I’d wanted him to be what I
wanted and not what he was (p. 162).
When Josie is at the coffee shop, she remembers about Jacob. She begins
to think about the problem in her relationship with Jacob. Josie wants Jacob to be
what she wants. She cannot let Jacob to be what he is. Then, she realizes that it is
all her fault. She knows that she has too many expectations. She should not force
Jacob to always do what she asks. Her conflict with Jacob makes her realize her
own mistake.

2. Giving her the Ability to Deal with Frustration
One of the major signs of maturity is the increasing ability to control the
amounts of disappointment, deprivation, anxiety, and frustration (Pikunas, 1961:
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300). After having conflicts both internal and external, Josie has the ability to
control the amounts of frustration.
Its ability is seen when she has to face her Italian heritage. This problem
enters her relationship with her boyfriend, Jacob Coote. It can be seen when she
and Jacob are arguing about the movie they are going to watch. Josie wants to
watch Pride and Prejudice, but Jacob refuses it. He wants to watch a normal
movie about cops and robbers. Josie does not want to do what Jacob wants.
Otherwise, Jacob gets angry and says that he has never gone out with such an
ethnic girl like Josie (p.148). Josie feels disappointed to be called an ethnic girl.
She wonders why Jacob has a bravery talking about her Italian-Australian
background. She gets angry as Jacob insults her nationality.
Josie cannot handle her feeling of disappointment with Jacob at that time.
She does not like Jacob talks about her nationality. She realizes that she is
different with Jacob. He is an Australian boy, but Josie is a mix of ItalianAustralian. In this case, Josie feels annoyed when someone talks about her
nationality.
From her conflict with Jacob, she begins to learn about how to cope her
feeling of disappointment and frustration when someone talks about her
Australian-Italian background. She begins to think positively about it.
If someone comes up and asks me what nationality I am, I’ll look at them
and say that I’m an Australian with Italian blood rapidly through my
veins. I’ll say that with pride, because it’s pride that I feel. (p. 310)
The quotations illustrates that Josie is able to deal with frustration. She
starts to change and try to cope her feeling of emotion if someone talks about her
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nationality. She will say with pride that she is an Australian with Italian blood.
Thus, it can be said that her conflict with Jacob brings a change to her life. The
ability to deal with frustration is seen in the way of thinking about her nationality
and the way to face other people’s slander.
Besides having conflict with Jacob about her Italian heritage, Josie also
has the same conflict with her classmates, Carly Bishop. When they are in the
classroom, Carly tells her friends about a nightclub which is visited by some
“wogs”. Josie hears about that, and starts to get angry with Carly. She does not
like the way Carly discriminates her by talking about wogs. Otherwise, Josie hits
Carly’s nose by her science book (p.98). In this case, Josie cannot overcome her
feeling of emotion towards Carly. She reacts sharply to Carly as calling her a
“wog” and indirectly referring to her illegitimacy. It shows that Josie cannot
handle her feeling of emotion when she has to face the hard situation of her Italian
heritage.
Josie also has the same kind of argument, without such physical result,
with Ivy. It happens when they are reading the same paper about the funeral of an
Italian businessman who is supposedly murdered. After Ivy reads it, she asks
whether Josie as new Australian wears black or not (p. 197). Ivy considers Josie
as a new Australian since she learns that Josie has Italian heritage. So, she mocks
Josie about wearing black clothes to honor that Italian businessman. Josie gets
angry being called as a new Australian.
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After facing her conflict with Carly and Ivy, she begins to realize that she
probably exaggerates her problem of Italian heritage. She knows she cannot ask
everyone to understand multiculturalism.
Well, I’m not sure whether everyone in this country will ever understand
multiculturalism and that saddens me, because it’s as much part of
Australian life as rugby and meat pies. But the important thing is that I
know where my place in life is. It’s not where the Carlys or the Ivys of
the world have slotted me. (p. 310)
Here, Josie knows where her place is. She will also not worrying about
Carly. Her ability to deal with frustration is shaped as she comes to her
understanding that she accepts her Italian heritage, and never regrets living in
Australia. She also does not care about what Carly and Ivy say because she cannot
ask them to understand multiculturalism. So, from her conflicts about
multicultural heritage, Josie’s maturity is being shaped.
In the story, Josie experiences a deep disappointment toward Nonna’s
affair. From Nonna’s story about her pastimes, she begins to learn that her
mother’s biological father is not Nonno Fransesco, but is in fact, Marcus Sandford
who helps Nonna during the war in the 1950s. When Nonna tells the story, she
does not realize that it will open her secret. Josie later finds out that Nonna spends
four months from November to February on her own because Nonno is in the
north. So, it is impossible for Josie’s mother being conceived on New Year’s Day,
so she concludes that Nonna sleeps with Sandford (p.259).
Josie gets angry as she knows that Nonna is hypocrite. She always says
that Josie should not get involved with Australians. In fact, Nonna sleeps with an
Australian man when she is a married woman (p.260). Here, Josie cannot handle
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her feeling of disappointment to Nonna. She considers Nonna as a hypocrite
person for what she has done during her marriage.
After a week, Josie realizes that she is no longer angry about what Nonna
did many years ago. She decides to come to Nonna’s house to hear her
explanation. Nonna admits that at that time she is in love with Marcus Sandford.
When she is with her husband, she feels as if she has no rights. But, with Marcus
she has rights because he respects her (p.267). From Nonna’s story, Josie begins
to understand about Nonna’s hard situation at that time and relate it with her birth
circumstances.
I thought my birth circumstances were a cross I’d bear for the rest of my
life, but what had happened between Nonna and Marcus Sandford made
me realize that it had never been my cross. I had only made it mine. (p.
309)
By deciding to visit Nonna’s house and hear her explanation, it shows
that Josie is able to make a right decision by herself. She also gets to know that
her birth circumstances are not her cross. Besides, she can understand Nonna
better because she has a more hard life for many years. Thus, it can be concluded
that Josie is able to deal with frustration since she can face her feeling of anger
and disappointment toward her grandmother.
Josie’s feeling of frustration also comes when she goes into St. Martha’s
high school. Actually, she does not like this school because the students are on
higher class than her. She wants to go to a school in the inner west where her
Italian friends rule it (p.8). In this case, Josie is unsure about her social status in
St. Martha. She gets frustrated as she has to face this condition during her study
there. In her first year, Josie meets Sera, Lee and Anna. She considers that her

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI

47

group represents all types since most of the other students are in clone groups
(p.21). From this friendship, Josie begins to realize that she is not alone. “I figured
that patience is something she is going to need plenty of, but somehow having
Sera, Lee, and Anna, I couldn’t possibly go wrong (p.276).
Otherwise, Josie can release her feeling of frustration in her school. She
gets to know that having friends from all types like Sera, Lee, and Anna makes
her happier. She is able to make up his mind that she is not alone in her school
since she has friends who can understand her a lot.
Therefore, it can be concluded that Josie’s maturity process comes by her
understanding of emotions and how to deal with those. From her conflicts, her
ability to deal with frustration is shaped.

3. Giving her the Ability to Communicate her Experience
According to Pikunas in his book Human Development, An Emergent
Science, a mature person has the ability to communicate his or her experience
with others. This ability is important to build a good relationship (Pikunas, 1961:
302). In the story, after facing the conflicts with Carly Bishop, Josie can
communicate it to her father and it makes their relationship getting better.
At the beginning, Josie does not have a good relationship with her father,
Michael Andretti. She often has some conflicts with him. When she meets
Michael at the first time, she says that she does not want him to be in her life.
Besides, Josie hates him since he hurts her mother by leaving her eighteen years
ago (p.83). Another conflict happens when Josie hits Carly with her science book.
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Josie calls Michael to come to her school. At first, she does not want to tell what
happen between her and Carly. Michael gets angry because Josie wastes his time
for asking him to her school (p. 106).
Finally, she tells Michael about her problem with Carly honestly. She
also reveals her mistake that she throws a book to Carly (p.107). Since Michael is
a barrister, he helps Josie in facing Carly’s father. Through Josie’s conflict with
Carly, her relationship with her father is getting better. She is able to communicate
her experience with Michael. She also feels secure when Michael rescues her from
a difficult situation with Carly’s father.
After that, their relationship becomes warmer. Josie and Michael meet
again on the street, and she asks Michael to talk at a restaurant. There, Josie tells a
lot of things about her life, one of them is her job at McDonald and her dream to
be a barrister. Michael then provides Josie a part-time job in his office. Josie is so
glad knowing that she can work in a law firm. “I quite enjoyed talking to Michael
Andretti. He was a great listener and didn’t try giving unwanted advice” (p. 152).
To draw a conclusion, Josie is said to have ability in communicating her
experience. First, she can communicate her conflict with Carly to her father. Here,
the significance of Josie’s conflict with Carly makes a warm relationship between
Josie and her father develop. The development of their relationship is seen when
Josie can communicate about her job to her father. Here, Josie is able to express
her high motivation to be a lawyer by communicating to her father.
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CONCLUSION

From the analysis above, the writer finds the answer to the three problem
formulations are mentioned in Chapter I. The first problem formulation is about
the characteristics of Josephine Alibrandi or Josie, as the main character.
It can be concluded that Josie has some characteristics: defensive,
irresponsible, highly-motivated, and selfish. Her act of defense can be seen as she
argues with her teacher, her grandmother, and her boyfriend. She tends to defends
herself from what people say about her. Josie’s characteristics as an irresponsible
person can be seen when she is given a job to organize some students on
walkathon. She does not do her job well, and decides to follow her friends. Next,
she is known as a highly-motivated person. She has a high motivation in reaching
something. When she has a dream, she will try to make it happen. The next is
selfish. Josie often acts as a selfish person to her mother.
The second problem is about the conflicts that Josie as the main character
has to face. The writer divides the conflicts into internal conflict and external
conflict.
Josephine experiences a conflict against herself. She gets it when she is
in dilemma about choosing the school.
The next is external conflicts. Josephine experiences many external
conflicts with another character. Here, the external conflicts happen between her
relation to Nonna Katia, Christina Alibrandi, Jacob Coote, Michael Andretti,
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Sister Louise, Carly, and Ivy. They do not have the same thought with Josie and it
becomes a conflict between them because they feel their opinion is the best one.
The third problem is about the significance of conflicts toward Josephine’s
maturity process. In this part, the writer discusses about some changes that Josie
has after facing some conflicts in her life. Josephine’s defensiveness,
irresponsibility, and selfishness raise the conflicts with the other characters. Thus,
those conflicts lead Josie into her maturity process. She begins to think that her
grandmother loves her so much. She regrets why she always defends what her
grandmother says to her. She is also able to realize her own mistake of being
irresponsible and selfish person. Besides, she can learn how to cope with her
feeling of frustration about her nationality and is able to build a good relationship
with her father after having a conflict with Carly. So, after having both internal
and external conflicts, Josie has the ability to evaluate herself, to deal with
frustration, and to communicate her experience. The criteria of self-evaluation,
ability to deal with frustration, and communication of experience emphasize that
Josie is in her maturity process.
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APPENDIX
Summary of the Novel

Josephine Alibrandi or Josie is a 17-years-old student who is being raised
by her single mother, Christina Alibrandi. They live in Glebe, a suburb just
outside the city center of Sydney, Australia. Josie is in her last year of high school
at St. Martha’s. Her mother is born in Australia and her grandparents are born in
Italy. She has to face the condition of her Italian-Australian heritage. She often
gets discrimination from her friends at school.
Josie is surrounded by her best friends at school. They are Sera, Lee, and
Ana. Her life at school is not always good. She has a trouble when she is caught
by Sister Gregory when she reads a magazine during the class. She tries to defense
herself that the content of the magazine is related to the topic in Sister Gregory’s
class. Unfortunately, Sister Gregory does not believe in Josie. Besides, she also
has a problem with Sister Louise. Josie leaves her job on a walkathon because she
follows her friend to meet a band singer. Sister Louise is disappointed with Josie
and feels relieve since she does not vote Josie as a school captain. Josie realizes
her mistake and asks apologize.
One day, Josie follows a “Have a Say Day” contest. It is a debate contest
which is attended by students from all over Sydney. Josie meets a boy whose
name is Jacob Coote there. He is a student from Cook High. Jacob’s topic in the
debate contest fascinates Josie. After their first meeting, they meet again at
Mc’Donalds, where Josie works as a part-timer. Jacob helps Josie from the boys
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who try to bother her. After that, Jacob and Josie become closer and choose to
have a relationship. Their first date does not go well since Jacob does not want to
do what Josie wants. Actually, Josie wants Jacob to look good when meeting her
mother for the first time. In fact, Jacob does not do it and he says that he wears
what he wants to wear. They keep arguing when they are in the movies. Josie
wants to watch a drama movie, but Jacob does not. It makes Josie disappointed,
and she decides to leave Jacob alone in the movies.
Josie also has a best friend named John Barton. He is a very intelligent
student at school. Jacob is disappointed with Josie when he sees Josie and John at
the movies. Josie tries to explain that she and John are only best friends. She also
asks for apologize. Though Josie and John stay close friends, John expresses his
feelings of depression and confusion. Josie is surprised over these actions as she
always sees him as a happy person. A few days later, John Barton commits
suicide at his home to the sadness of Josie and most of the school. At first Josie is
extremely enraged over John, but she becomes stronger as she realizes that she
has to move on.
Josie finally meets her father, Michael Andretti at Nonna’s house. At first,
she does not like him and does not want him to be in her life. But, their
relationship gets better since Josie gets a problem with Carly Bishop at school.
Josie hits Carly with a book because she mocks Josie as a “wog”. Carly’s father
comes to the school to prosecute Josie. Josie decides to call her father since father
is a lawyer. When her father comes, he helps Josie to talk with Carly’s father.
Josie is happy and their relationship becomes warmer.
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Josie’s relationship with her grandmother, Nonna Katia Alibrandi, is not
really close. They often have some arguments about little thing. Accoding to
Nonna, Josie does not have respect to her. Besides, Josie thinks that Nonna does
not respect her and her mother, Christina Alibrandi. One day, Josie has to stay at
Nonna’s house. Nonna tells Josie about her hard life in the 1950s, includes a man
who helps her during the war. From that story, Josie finally knows that her
mother’s biological father is not Nonno Fransesco, but is in fact, Marcus
Sandford, who is an Australian man that Nonna is friends with. Josie learns that
Nonna spends four months from November to February on her own because her
husband, Nonno Fransesco, is in the north. Josie realizes it is impossible for her
mother being conceived on New Year’s Day, so she concludes that Nonna sleeps
with Marcus Sandford. The next day, Josie tells Nonna about it. She thinks that
Nonna is hypocrite. Nonna asks for sorry and says that Marcus Sandford is a kind
man because her husband does not give much affection to her.
After all the things that happened to Josie’s life, she becomes to know her
family better. Josie’s relationship with Jacob breaks up unexpectedly because
Jacob thinks that they have different objectives. Josie finds this terrible and cries,
but works out that this happens through life and this will be better for her.

