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ABSTRACT 
 
 

Astuti, Widi. (2007). The Influences of Mitch’s Behavior towards Morrie’s 
Dependent Behavior as Seen in Mitch Albom’s Tuesdays with Morrie. 
Yogyakarta: English Education Study Program, Faculty of Teaching Training and 
Education, Sanata Dharma University  
  
 This study discussed an influence of the relationship between Mitch and 
Morrie, towards Morrie the main characters in Mitch Albom’s Tuesdays with 
Morrie. The novel was based on the true story experience of Mitch Albom and 
Morrie Schwartz, (Mitch’s mentor when he studied in Brandeis University). It 
told us about Mitch’s friendship with Morrie Schwartz, from the very first time 
they met in Sociology class until the day that Morrie was claimed to be dying 
because of an unforgiving illness, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS). 
 The aim of this study was to discuss Morrie’s significant attitudes towards 
his relationship with Mitch Albom. There were two problems discussed in this 
study, namely Morrie’s characters and Morrie’s dependent behavior.   
 There were two sources used in this study namely, the primary data, which 
was the novel itself, and other sources taken from books, journals and the Internet. 
 Theories which were used in this study were theory of characters, the 
meaning of behavior and motivation as well as the meaning relationship and 
theory friendship according to Beebe. Since this study also analyzed the influence 
of Mitch’s behavior toward Morrie’s dependencies, the approach used in this 
study was psychological approach. 
 The conclusion showed that Morrie’s characters were open minded, 
lonely, patient, attentive, tough, compassionate and helpful. Morrie’s characters in 
Tuesdays with Morrie seemed to be the background of Morrie’s lonely life. The 
loneliness that Morrie had been going through had made him to be vulnerable that 
led him to be dependent. 
 It was recommended that future researches examined the psychological 
needs of Morrie to understand his attitudes towards Mitch Albom. As for English 
teachers it was suggested that they use the novel to teach Extensive Reading I and 
Speaking IV. 
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 Studi ini membahas tentang pengaruh hubungan antara Mitch dan Morrie, 
terhadap Morrie tokoh utama dalam novel Mitch Albom’s Tuesdays with Morrie. 
Novel ini berdasarkan pada kisah nyata antara Mitch Albom dan Morrie Schwartz 
(mentornya ketika masih belajar di universitas Brandeis). Novel Mitch Albom ini 
menceritakan tentang persahabatan Mitch dengan Morrie Schwartz, sejak pertama 
kali bertemu di kelas sosiologi sampai pada saatnya Morrie dinyatakan terkena 
penyakit tulang mematikan (ALS). 
 Tujuan dari studi ini adalah untuk mengamati tingkah laku-tingkah laku 
Morrie yang berarti terhadap hubunganya dengan Mitch Albom. Ada dua masalah 
yang di bahas dalam novel ini yaitu karakter Morrie dan sikap Morrie yang 
tergantung.  
 Ada dua sumber yang di gunakan dalam studi ini, data yang utama adalah 
novel itu sendiri dan sumber yang lain adalah buku-buku, jurnal dan internet. 
 Teori yang digunakan dalam studi ini adalah teori penokohan, arti tingkah 
laku dan motivasi dan arti hubungan dan teori persahabatan menurut Beebe. 
Karena studi ini juga menganalisa tentang pengaruh sikap Mitch terhadap sikap 
Morrie yang tergantung, maka pendekatan yang digunakan dalam studi ini adalah 
pendekatan psikologi. 
  Kesimpulan menyatakan bahwa karakter Morrie adalah terbuka, kesepian, 
sabar, perhatian, tabah, penuh belas kasih dan penolong. karakter Morrie dalam 
Tuesdays with Morrie menjadi latar belakang kehidupan Morrie yang sepi. 
Kesepian yang Morrie alami membuatnya menjadi rapuh sehingga membuatnya 
menjadi seorang yang tergantung. 
  Di sarankan untuk para peneliti selanjutnya memeriksa sisi psikilogi 
Morrie, untuk lebih memahami sikap Morrie terhadap Mitch Albom. Untuk Para 
guru bahasa Iggris di sarankan agar mereka menggunakan novel ini untuk 
mengajar Extensive Reading I dan Speaking IV. 
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