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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Literary;works can be analyzed through many different
points of vieﬁ. Novels, for e#ample, as a part of litera-~
ture can be analyzed through the plots of the stories, cha-
racters involved in the stories, the backgrounds of writings,
their relations to the authors, and their comparisons with
other literary works. One of these points of view is reli-

ziousness. In his book, Sastra dan Religiusitas, Father

Y.B. Mangunwijayza PR, a well-known Indonesian writer sa&s
that from the begzinning =11 literature is religious.l) It
mesns that literature can always be an-lyzed from a reli-
gious perspective.

The degree of the religiousness in every novel is not
always the same. Cne novel may show this perspective élear-
ly while another novel has it implicitly and it will not

be found out without analyzing the novel.
A. The Background of Study

Many people have analyzed Hemingway's life and works.

Thereby his novel The 0ld Man and the Sea has become a very
interesting topic of discussion. This is not only because
of its being the 1l-st novel before he won the Nobel Prize
in 1954, but it is also because of the close relation bet--
ween liemingway's life and experience and this novel.

In general Hemingway's works cannot be separated from

1) Y.B, Mangunwijaya, 1982 : pe 1ll.

&
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his life. He said that he always used his own experiences

in writing and developed them through his imagination and
knowledge.

Three years ago when I read The Cld Man =znd the Sesa,

I did not have any ideas about the religious perspective
in the novel. Then I read it again because I was interested.
The idea that Santiago was a Christ-figure occured to me,
but I was not sure about it. Kenneth Graham in his notes

on The 0l1d Man and the Sea assures me, He writes that San-

tiago, the 0ld man, is like Christ in some scenes in the
story. He :1so gives some suggestions for further study
about the novel. Cne of them is "Discuss in more detail
the 'religious' element in the story”.z) He gives some
more ex:tmirles of the same tovic, the Christ-figure, that

makes me eager to analyze. In zncther book, Hemingway, The

0ld Man and the Sea it is said that Santiago exhibits many

of the gqualities which are usually rezarded as Christ-like.B)
These two books encouraged me to discuss the same novel in
more details. |

This rel.gious perspective is important to give balance
between scientific analyses and other subjects which . can
only be perceived through feeling and conscience. In a free
situztion, for example, when a man is allowed to do and
can do anything, he will do this according to what he thinks
and feels. An analysis about a novel <from a”religious pers-

pective will give a balance and comparison to the one from

2) Kenneth Graham, 1980 : p. 52.
%) Coles Notes, 198 : p. 59.



a scientific point of view.

Apart from the background mentioned abbve, I also
want to analyze this novel because of its simple plot and
language. The other reason is that this short novel has
active and vivid conversation. And feeling that I am not
an expert at analyzing literary works and should learn a
lof about thié subject, I, therefore, decide to discuss

a topic that I feel myself capable of analyzing.

B. Objectives

The purjose of this thesis is to present the events,

characters, and themes in The Cld Maa and the Sea which

are significrntly parallel to those in the Bible, As- I
found out when I snalyzed the novel, there sre many scenes
in the story which siznify events presented in the Bible.
Though there have been some critics and analyses saying
the same ideas in general, this thesis talks thoroughly on
the details of-events in the story which have religious
meanings.

Many importént events in the story have no religious
significance and this is why they are not included in this
thesis. And those included here are not merely the results
of personal or subjective interpretation, but by themselves
they give strong and clear hints toward those meligiqus
significance., Standing by itself, an event may not have
any religious meaning at all, but related to all of the

other events, it may provide support and will be advisably



listed in the same group.
C. The Scope of Study and the Foint of View

This cestion discusses the point of view of this stu-
dy. This cdiscussion is, however, important ﬁo set a certa-
in point of view because a different point of view will
lead to a cifferent understanding. There are two words
which should be clarified, namely Christianity and signi-

ficance based on the tittle of this study.
Cel., Christianity

As one of many other religions in the worl®y Christi-
anity also conveys its own beliefs and values which =zre
kept going by its believers through their rules and cere-
monies., Besides the 'book' on which Christianity is based,
it has many other basic elements that make this sect be
accepted as a religion. Its 'book', called the Bible, is
divided into two parts. The first part is the Old Testament
and-the other one is the New Testament,

This study is, however, not concerned with the whole
Bible., It is mainly focused on the New Testameunt, especial-
ly the Passion. The frame of the story shows that most of
the events in the nOQel are significantly parts of the
Passion. The others which are not included hére are parts.

of Christianity in a wider scope.
C.2. Significance

According to the Longman Dictionary, the word signi-
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ficance means importance; mesning; and value. Based on ;he
meanings of tﬁis word, the events in the stor, are identi-
fied. But it is necessarily emphasized again here that
those‘meanings; importances; and values are all éhristian.
So, the criterium of the classification is how far an event
in the story signifies a special event in the Bible.

. In genersl, the point of view and the scépe of this
thesis are the Christian meanings of the events contained

by the novel The 01d Man and the Sea. This point of view

can be considered as a point of reference as well.,
D. The Frame of Work

In order t~ achieve the objectives of this thesis
successfully, appropriate methods should be applied. Con-
sidering that there are two basic materials namely thae
novel itself and the Bible, a comparison will be a suitable
method for this, But, it is not enough because inside those
two kinds of materials‘there are some different points
which are related to eéch othef. This is why the method
of observation is needed. And still there is another method
used_namely classification, This method is necessary because
the results'of4the observation may‘not be well organized

yet,
D.l1. Observation ahd Comparison

First of all the writer makes a set of the chronolo-

gy of the Passion, which is used as a point of comparison.
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Then the observation of the data in the novel is based on
this set. The data which can definitely be included for

the purpose of this study are listed chronologically like

what happens in the Bible. Next, the classification is done.
D.2. Classification

The classification of the data is mainly based on the
significantly close relation between one event to another,
Apart from this, they are alsc classified according to the
topics of the thesis.

Chapter I, the introduction of this thesis mainly
talks aboﬁt the background, the objectives, and the organ-
ization of this thesis. The point of view 1s also discuss-
ed in this Chapter. The second chapter discusses Hemingway's

life and works, and the sources of the novel, The Cld Man

and the Sea. There is also section about the summary of

the novel, These subjects are imnortant to get more ideas
about Hemingway and his works.

Chapter III talks about the events in the novel that
are similar to the events in the Bible. Mainly it concerns
what happened during the Passion. The next chapter, 1V,
is about the relationship between the characiefs in the
novel and those in the Bible. Chapter V deals with the
other christian themes of the novel. And tﬁe last qhapter,
chaptér VI concludes the whole c.hesis and if deals with
the integration as well as the differences between those
two literary works. Hemingwsy's christianity based on the

novel is also discussed in this chapter.,



CHAPTER 1I
THE OVERVIEW

Seeing that the relation between a writer and his
works is very important to know, any personal information
about Ernest Hemingway is needed to give the background
of the main subjects of this study. This information is
also very important here because Hemingway's works are the
reflection of his own life.

This overview discusses Hemingway's life and works,

the contemporary events when he was writing The 01d Man

and the Sea, and the summary of the novel itself. There

are some topics on which I want to concentrate in this
chapter namely Hemingway's parents and their influence of

him and the specific events which inspired the novel.
A, Hemingway's Life and Works

Ernest Hemingwzy was born in Oak Park, Illinois, out
side Chicago on 215t July 1899. His parents' two different
ways of life ihfluenced him, but he w=s characteristically
like his father than his mother. The church was a dominant
iﬁfluence in Oak Park and the influence of Hemingwzy's
parents were as important as the events of his childhoed.
Ernest's sister, Sunny, wrote :"We were a religious fami-
ly. We alweys said the blessing before meals. We had morn-
ing family prayers, accompanied by a Bible reading and the
singing of a hymn or two... Our family expected to go to

to church each Sunday".l)

1) Jeffrey Meyers, 1986 : 1, 5

-
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The Hemingway had six children and Ernest Hemingway
was the second child. Dr. Clarence Edmonds Hemingway was
a sentimental husband and am affectionate father. His
strongest influence tovard Ernest Hemingway was through
“his hobbies: hunting, fishing, and cooking. Despite the
efforts of Gface Hemingway, the mother, to raise him with
a genteel education, Ernest Hemingway followed the example
of Clarence, and made it clear that the only instruments
he valued were fishing rods and guns: well cared for, re-
ligiously used and almost ritualistically maintained.z)
His mother's religious life also strongly influenced him.
In 1918 he tried to reassure his mother about his religious
belief :"Don't worry or cry or fret about my not being a
gcod christian, I am just as much as ever sznd pray every
night and believe just as hard as cheer up! Just beczuse

I am a cheerful christian ought not to bother you.B)
S0 Ernest Hemingway was actually brought up in two

world (his father's and his mother's) which were very dif-
ferent from each other. This background formed a dominant
influence in his life and works.

When he was still at chool, althoﬁgh he was not very
brilliant, he had been 2ble to show his writing ability in
.the school magazine. He rejected going to collage like
what his older sister did because he wanted to join the
army. But his eye injury kept him away from it. Then he
became a newspaper reporter in Kansas City. If he could

not be a soldier, he would nevertheless taste the bitter

2) Coles Notes, 1082 : p. 9.
3) Jeffrey Meyers, 1986 : P. 5.

.
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of glory of war. So, he enlisted himself to be a ambulance

driver on the Italian front.*)
Just a few weeks after arriving at the combat zone,

he was hit by a stray shell. He got wounded on his both
legs 2nd had to spend three months in hospital in Milan.
This 'bitter glory! léft a deep cut in his mind and spirit.
He moved to Canada and became a writer for the Toronto

Star and Star Weekly where he met Sherwood Anderson. From
him he learnt a lot about literature. After his marriage

to Hadley Richardson in 1921 he left North America for
Burope again.

Still working as a journalist, he tr=zvelled widely
throughout Europe and &zt the age of 23, he covered the
Greek-Turkish war., At thaet time he le: rnt about politicg.
And when he went to Paris he met Gertude Stein who inspired
the idea of 'The Lost Generation. While Hemingway was be-
coming more and more motivated to write, his wife, Hadley,
got pregnant and wanted tc return home. But for Hemingway,
Paris was a home and his literary works were much more im-
portant for his life than anything élse. |

Then he mét many prominent people from different pla
ces and they made his world wider. He studied journalism
to improve his writing skills. From his father he learnt
aﬁout woodcarft besides fishing and shooting. The worlds
"of bullfighting, big-game hunting, and deep-sea fishing
were also attracted him.

His first work, Three Stories and Ten Poems, was pu-

lt) Coles Notes, 1582 : Fe 10.
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blished in 1923 and in 1924, In Our Time, a series of

thirty-two fragments was published in Paris. The collect-
ion of Nick Adams' stories under the same tittle, In Our
Time, was also published in The United. States the follow-

ing year. His next work, The Torrent of Spring, which ap-

peared in 1926, was a hint that his literary career would
develop very fast. But the very name Hemingway became very

popular when The Sun Also Rises was published in the same

year, 1926.

The youth in America who thought that wae was a manly
world which could make people proud of whatever they did
were disappoinfed. There was rothing in the war that peo-

ple could be proud of. The Sun Also Rises told people what

a war really was. Fortunately people found the positive
aspects of it that they considered a war azs a stimulus to
work harder., Hemingway himself had a chaotic life despite
his literary success. In 1927 a divorce was the end of his
marrizge. He got one son from this marriage called John
Hemingwzy ana in the same year he mérried Pauline Pfeiffer
an editor of Vogue. But his life did not fo better the
next yéar. A piece of bad news about his father's death
by a self-inflicted gunsﬁotrwound made him depressed.
Hemingway left Europe and went to Florida where Pa-
trick Hemingway was boﬁh in 1929, the szme year when his

second ﬁajor work, A Farewell to Arms, was published. This

book was alsc a success and provided financial support for

his family. His third son, Gregory, was born here in 1932.
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While Hemingway was enjoying 4i: :uccess, people be-
gan calling him 'Papa'. Articles about him started appear
ing but Hemingway did not care much about what people said
about him. He was a writer, and the job of a writer was to
write. He got the freedom to write,'hunt, fish, and travel.

That was a freedom that he took enthusiastically. His fol

lowing works were Dezth in the Afternpon and Yinper Take
Nothing published in 1932 and in 1933 when he started pu-
blishing the first of thirty-one articles and stcries in
Esauire regularly forthe next six years. Because he liked
travelling and wzs not a man to stay in one place for long,

he travelled to Africaz and The Green Hills of Africa was

published in 1935. During the Spanish Civil War in 1937
he served in Spain as a correspomdent for the North Ameri
can Newspaper Alliance. This experience was reflectecd in

his stories To Have and Have Not and For Whom the Bell

Tools. His experince was not a good influence to his per-
sonal life. Again he faced a crisis in his 1ife. In 1940
anéther divorce ended his second marriage and he promptly
wed Martha Gelborn. With his new wife he travelled to Chi

na and then settled in Cuba. Mén at War was published in

1942 and after that he served as a war correspondent. His
last involvement in war was when he saved the Ritz Hotel
in Paris during the second wcrld war by postiné_g guard.
at the entrance with the notice-:"Papa toock good hotel,

Plenty stuff in cellar”.S)

5) Coles Notes, 1982 : pi lha .
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His marriage to Martha Gelborn did not last long.
They divorced in 1944 and Hemingway wed a Time Magazine
Correspondent, Mary Walsh., For some years after World War
IT Hemingway was not active in writing. His next work waé

Across the River and into the Trees which appear=d in 1950.

This book was a reflection of his own versonal life., Heming
way's fear of 0ld age directed him always to look backward
to his 0ld life instead of forward.

Much critical disapproval made it impossible for him
to be what he wanted to be. "What I want to be when I am

6)

0ld is a wise 0lé man who won't bore', This novel did
not increase his fame and some critics said that it was =z
failure. His fear and the negative critics for him were

shown in his last novel before he died, The 0ld Man and

the Sea, which appeared in 1952, Before committing suicide
by shooting himself in 1961 at Ketchum, Idaho, Hemingway
travelled once again in 1954 when he got an airplane crash

and was almost killed. This was the year when he won the

- Nokel Prize for literature. He left many unpublished manus

cripts in the care of Mary. This posthumcuas work appeared

in 1961 under the tittle A Moveable Feast. This was his

best-selling memoir set in Paris.
B. Contemporary Events

When Hemingway was writing his novel The 01d Man and

the Sea, he was very mvch influenced by the situation around

6) Coles Notes, 1982 : p. 15,
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him and his own condition. These contemporary events
include the negative criticism towards his previous novel,
his close friends' deaths, his illness, and his fear of

old age.
B.1l. Negative Criticism

The negative criticism towards Heming =y's literary
works became increasingly stronger and more personal soon

after he had published Across the River into the Trees.

Some critics said that Hemingway was not able to create a
hero for himself., For Hemingway this criticism was very
peinful because he was still uncomfortable after Martha
Gelborn had left him,

The main criticism was that Hemingway was "indulging
himself in blatant self-pity and equally blatant conceit”
and that '"there is hardly any aesthetic distance between
the author and Colonel Richard Cantwell (the main charac-
ter in the novel).... They have so much in common, in their
private history and war experience no less than in theif
opinions, tastes, attitudes and prejudices, that there is
no telling them apart." 7)

These negative critical responses made Hemingway so
depfessed that he stated, "All criticism is shit." The 0ld
Man and the Sea which appeéred in 1952, was seen by some
readers as an attack on the critical 'sharks' themselves.

He remarked, "It will be ni~e to win after the shit I had

v

7) Jéffrey Meyers, 1986 : ﬁa 457
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to eat zbout the last bock." 8)

B.2. His Close Friends' Deaths and the Fear of 0ld Age

Ernest Hemingway who was approaching his old age with
no bright‘spot ahead, found his psychologiczl problems
more complex thle he was losing his 'ideal hero'. One at
a time his friends were leaving him. Between 1947 and 1952
Hemingway was stunned by the prerature and unexpected deaths
of his boy-hood friend, Katy Dos Passos, his lawyer, Maurice
Speiser, hig former wife Pauline, his publisher Charles
Scribner, ond of his aged mother.,

Like the ol¢ ~~n, Santizgo who should face the problem
and the critical sharks by hinmself, Hemingway faced his
roblems by himself. He, of course, wished his friends
were still with him like Santiago alw2ys wished that the
boy was with him and helping him. He did not want all of

the problems but he should take them for his own.
B.3. His Condition

Ernest Hemingway's peycholozicel and physical condition
beczme worse. Psychologically he was disturbed by his qua-
rfel with his family, critical responses and his son's es-
pecially Patrick's illness. While visiting Pauline in Key
Nest in April 1947, Patrick and Gregory had a car accident
in»which Patrick suffered severe head injury wnich was

followed by a serious illness. At almost the same time

8) Jeffrey Meyers, 1986 : PpP. 454 and 459.
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Hemingway and his wife, Mary, also had a car accident., As
a result of Hemingway's owﬁ accident and his worries about
Patrick, Hemingway began to have some emotional problems.
Physically he was not like when he was still young
and in fact he laways looked back to his old time. His
high blood préssure wa3 also a serious disturbance for
him, In August 1947, overwight at 256 pounds, Hemingway
felt the first signs of the high blood pressure that would
plague him fér the rest of his life. Hemingway's bad luck
continued throughout 1950. In February he had another skin
infection from gun powder and in May benign skin cancer
developed from his long exposure to the tropical sun at

9)

Sea.

Ce The Sources of the Novel

There are three important things discussphere, they
are : his relation with Adriana Ivancich, a fishing tour-
nament held oue year.before the novel, and an article about

an old man who was fishing by himself.

1

C.l. Hemingway's Relation With Adriana Ivancich

The first time Hemingway met Adriana wss in Spain.
He frequently correspoﬁded with her in the summer and fall
1949. He met her again in Paris during January - March
1950. Some of Hemingway}s friénas said that Adrianz wanted

to marry him and he loved her. Nevertheless Adrinna who

9) Jeffrey Meyers, 1986 : ps 426.

e
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was still young was like his dauglter and Hemingway who
was much older than her was like her father,

#hen Adriana and her mother, Dora, visited Hemingway
in Cuba from late October 1950 to early February 1951, He-
mingway became active writing again. Adrisna szid, "And
then I arrivéd. I had so much life, s0 much enthusiasm
that I transmitted to him. He had begun writing again and
suddenly everything seemed easy. He had finished the book
and then had written another one - for me —'even better.
Now he could write again, and well, =nd he thanked me."lo)
After they had gone back, Hemingway wrote at least sixty-~

five long letters to Adriana, who inspired both the heroine

of Across the River and the composition of The 01d Man snd

the Sea. Adriana had a very important role in Hemingway's
life that time. Although she did not give him the re=l
material of the novel discussed here, she contributed the

inspiration of it for him and the motivation =s well.
C.2. Fishing Tournament

When he was in Cuba in 1950, Hemingway had a fishing
tournament with his friends. In her book, How Tt Was, his
wife, Mary Welsh Hemingway, writes, "Planning the first of"
what became Cuba's annual marlin fishing tournament with
a silver trophy cup provided by himself, Ernest revived
his 0ld R.A.F. phrase, 'Wizard ops in prospect,' and I
could not restrain my anticipation of three days on the

11)

Gulf Stream." The more detail description about this

10) Jeffrey Meyers, 1936 : P. 440
11) Mary Welsh Hemingway,1976 : p. 333

-
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tournament was her article published in Cosmopolitan magazine.

She described the marlin they had caught. She vwrote:

It was not until the second day of the tour
nament that our luck showed. We were a good five
miles offshore and the gray and white hills in- -
land stood high above the coastline when we saw
our luck. It wes Teylor's fish, since he was se-
nior partner. ind while he grabbed the rod, our
fragile, old boatman and I danced up and down
shouting at the width of our marlin's violet
wings showing just below the surface and at what
seemed the enormous length between his head and
the purple scythe of his tail slicing the water.

As soon as Taylor, whipoping his rod back
sharply, had driven the hook into his fish's jaw,
we discovered problems. This was a white marlin,
a rough, tough fighter, extremely difficult to
catch on the prescribed light fifteen-thread line.
White, striped and blue marlin =211 count in the
tournament; buti the gkriped and the blue, usually
more docile alihouzh heavier, are seldom seen in
late tay, the contest sezson.

OQur brave ornery fish jumped thirty times
before I stopped counting, lifting himself enti-
rely out of water, vaulting fifteen or twenty
feet before the settled down to 2is undeiwater
fighting. Since Tin ¥id has no fishing chair,
Taylor's problem wzs to resist the lunges with
nothing but our gunwale to brace against.

When the marlin went into a determined escape
effort, diving three hundred yards as the line
whirred off the reel, I had a new difficulty at
the wheel., Tin Kid, light as a cork, provided no
solid platform from which to resist the fish's
pull, and our marlin could easily drag us all
over the ocean, which is what he proceeded to do,
I was trying to follow his circles so that Taylor
would not lose all the line on his reel. Pilar
had seen our plight and edged near enough so that
I could shout our news.1l2)

The description here is very similar with the one 1in
the novel when Hemingway described the marlin. That event

inspired him to write abcut the marlin though it is only

a part of the novel.

12) Mary Welsh Hemingway, 1976 : PP 334 - 335.
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C.3. The Article

The strongest influence for Hemingway to write the
novel as many people said was an article which was published
in Esguire in April 193%6. Jeffrey Meyer wrote in his book
that Hemingvay had planned the novel for more than fifteen
years. He outlined the essense of the story, which had been
told to him by his old mate Gutierrez. The article is as

follows:

Ancther time an old man fishing zlone in & skiff
out cof Caburas hooked a great marlin that, on

the heavy sashcord handline, pulled the skiff

far out to ses. Two days later the o0ld man was
picked up by fishermen sixty miles to the east-
wzrd, the head and forward part of the marlin
lashed alongside. "hat was left of this fish,
less than half, weighed eight hundred pounds.

The o0ld man had stayed with him a day, a night,

a cay and another nicht while the fish swam deep
and pulled the boat. *hen he khad céme up the old
man had pulled the boat up on him and harpoonec
him. Lashed alongside the sharks had hit him and
the 0ld man had fought them out alone in the Gulf
Stream in a skiff, clubbing them, stabbing at
them, lunging at them with an oar until he was
exhzusted and the sharks had eaten all that they
could hold. He was crying from his loss, and the
sharks were still cir-ling the boat. 13)

The story line and the description of this article
are almost the same as those in Hemingway's novel. Then

Hemingway could have improved this article to be his novel

The 014 Man and the Sea. So, he used his own further imagin-

ation z2bout the article. ind those 2re the three important-
considerations that constitute the influences to Hemingway

before he wrote the novel.

13) Kenneth Graham, 1980 : p. 1.
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D. The Summary of the Novel

Santiégo was an old Cuban fisherman. He had gone for
eighty-four days without catching a fish. Pecple called
him a salao which is the worst form of unlucky. During the
first forty days a boy called Manolin was with him but then
he went with a lucky boat as his father asked him to do.
But he still helﬁwthe 0ld man everyday.

One day the o0ld man was fishing by himself. H2 had
four baits, each at forty fathoms, seventy-five, one hun-
dred, and one hundred and twenty-five fathoms. Suddenly an
eighteen~-foot marlin ate one of the baits. It was the .
largest fish he had ever seen. For forty-ei:sht hcurs it
towed him and his boat out to sez, with Santiazo beertnz
bearing the whole weight of the fish by the line around
his back.

To keep hirself strong enough to fight against the
marlin, he ate some raw fish ard drank some fresh water
he brought with him. And on the third day at sea, after
heroic effort, he succeeded in drawing the-weakened marlin
to the surface. Bad luck was, however, still with him and
fortune was still out of his hands. He harpooned the marlin
to death_but it wss too big to put it in his small boat.
Fresh blood came out of its flesh. So, now the o0ld man was
" not fiéhting against the marlin, but the shark: which came
around the marlin because of the smell of the blood. He
used any weapons he had to kill them.

The first shark came and took about forty pounds of

N
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the flesh near the marlin's tail. The old man killed it by
hitting its brai- using the only harpoan he had, but more
blood came out from the marlin and the shark as well, Some
other sharks-camé and attacked the marlin. With the rest

of his energy, hope, and desperate defence the old man
protected the marlin. The sharks were, however, much strong-
er than him, and fortune was not yet with him.

By the time he reached the shore, he saw only the huge
skeleton of the marlin which was left for him. He was very
exhausted and was struggling to welk to his shack with the
rest of his strength. He lost what l.e had fought for, but
he won and nis struggle had brought him resrect. The peopnle
and the tourists who came to the shore in the morning, how-
ever, did not seem to understand what he had done. Only
the boy, Manolin, who knew :nd understged what and who the

0ld man really was.
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CHAPTER III

THE PARALLEL EVENTS

The events in-the novel which parallel those in the Bible
are not chronologically orgénized.-There are some main
events which happen in sequence, but the others which are
more in number and clearly support the main events, emerge
disorderly. That is why the process of the Passion is ne-
cessarily set forward first in this thesis and then follow
ed by evidence from the novel. It is also advisable because
the topic of this thesis is about the novel, not about the
Bible. But there are some events not included here because
they are not relevant to the RBible.

The process of the Passion is as chronological as

follows

The Beginning of the Passion
- Judas betrayed Jesus
- Peter would deny Jesus
- Easter Eve
- The Lord's supper
- The talk about the greatest among the disciples
~ Peter's promise
Gethsemane and the Arrest of Jesus
- The disciples were sleeping
- Jesus woke the disciples up
- The disciples ran away
Jesus before Pilate and the Council

- Peter denied Jesus
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- Pilate washed his hands

- Jesus was lashed

- The crown of thorns
Jesus bore the cross

- They met Simen from Cyrene

- Jesus fell to the ground many times
Jesus was crucified

- Jesus was nailed to the cross

- The pains on the cross

They gave him wine mixed with gall

Jesus died

A, The Beginning of the Passion

Three important events which happened in the begin-
ning of thé Passion are : the Lord's supper and the talk
about the greatest among the disciples, Judas betrayed
Jesus, and the relationship between Jesus and Peter., In
this thesis, however, the events are analyzed according

to the chronology of the Bible, not the chronology of the

novel,

A,1., The Lord's Supper and the Talk about the Greatest

among the Disciples

In order to give the real description of what really
happened, the writer of this thesis wants to quote its

direct source as it is depicted in the Bible,

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened
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Bread the disciples came to Jesus and asked Him,
"Where do you want us to get the Passover meal
ready for you?" "Go to a certain man in the city",
he said to them, "and tell him: *The Teacher says,
My hour has come; my disciples and I will cele-
brate the Passover at your house.'" )

The disciples did as Jesus had told them and
prepared the Passover meal. (Matthew 26.17 - 19).

From this quotation, it is clear that the disciples
prepared the meal. Theydid as Jesus asked them to do. The
part of the story in the novel that clearly signifies this
supper is the one when Manolin prepared the supper for the
old man, Santiago, znd he himself. And both of these events
occured at zbout the same time, evening. So, in this case,
Manolin symbolizes the disciples while Santiago symbolizes
Jesus,

Talking atout the comparison of those two events,
thé one in the story may not clezrly signify the other
one in the Bible. But, including it in the whole story
and noticing its relation to the other events in the sto-
ry, its significance will be easily recognized.

Manolin asked the o0ld man if he could get the meals.
First the old man said, "no', but later he let him do
what he wanted to do. And then what happened next after

this is described by this following quotation.

The boy left him there and when he came back
the 0ld man was still =sleep.

"Wake up old man," the boy said 2nd put his.
hand on one of the 0ld man's knees.

The old man opened his eyes and for a moment
he was coming back from a long way away. Then
he smiled.

"Yhat have you got?" he asked.

"Supper,'" szid the boy. "We're going to have
supper."
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"I'm not very hungry."
"Come on and ezt. You can't fish and not eat."
"I have," the old man said getting up and
taking the newspaper and foldlng it. Thenhe start-
ed to fold the blanket. _
"Keep the blznket around you,"the boy sazid.
"fou'll not fish without eating while I'm alive."
"Then live a long time and take care of your-
self," the old mzn said. "What are we ezting?"
"Black beans and rice, fried bznanas, and
some stew." (page 19)

Having their meals, the disciples were arguing about
who vwas the greatest among themselves. "An argument came
up among the discivles as tc which one of them should be
thought of as the greatest." (Luke 22.24). But, Jesus told
them that the way they thought of the grestest v=:s not
right. He =sked them, '"¥ho is grester, the one whec sits
down to eat or the one who serves him? The one who sits
down, of course. But I a2m among you as one who serves."
(Luke 22.27).

Santiago and Manolin were also talking ~bout the
greatest, but they talked of other people rather than of
themselves. They had an argument about the greztest tezm

in baseball which was thet time very popular.

"Tell me about the baseball," the boy asked
him,

"In the American League it is the Yanxees
as I said," the old man said happily.

"They lost today," the boy tcld him.

"That means nothing. The great DiMaggio is
himself again." )

"They have other men on the team.™

"Naturally. But he makes the difference. In.
the other league, between Brooklyn and Philadelphia
I must take Brooklyn. But then I think of Dick
Sisler and those great drives in the old park.”

"There was nothing ever like them. He hits
the longest ball I have ever seen." (pages 21 - 22)
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This conversation is continued aszain in the next =r-

gument.

"Shculd we talk about Africa or about base-
ball?® _ _

"Baseball I think," the boy said. "Tell me
about the grezt John J.McGraw.™ He saic Jota
for J. ’

‘M"He used to come to the Terrace sometinmes
too in the older days. But he was rough and
harsh-spoken and difficult when he was drinking.
His mind was on horses as well as baseball. At
least he carried lists of horses at =211 times in
his pocket and frequently spoke the nzmes of
horses in the telephcne."

"He was & zreat manager,'" the boy said. "My
father think he was the gre=ztest.m"

"Beczuse he came here the most times," the
old m=n said, "If Durocher had continued to come
here each year your father would think kim the
sreatest man~ger."

A.2. Judas Betrayed Jesus

As 1t 1s depictec in the Bible, the way Judas betray-
ed Jesus was shown by Kissing Jesus. "Jesus was still speak-
ing when & crowd srrived. Judss, cne of the twelve disci=-
ples, was leading them, and came up to Jesus to xiss him.
But Jesus s2id, 'Is it with a kiss, Judas, that you betray
the Son of Man?'" (Luke 22.47 - 48). But the meaning of -
the kiss was a kiss of desth. The kiss was an agreement
between Judas and the chief priests and the officers of
the temple. This betrayal is reflected by the event when
- Sant%ago mentioned his hand.

Wﬁen he was fighting against the marlin, his h=nds

were very important to him. But he did not trust his left

hand aznymore beczuse it could not do what it was supposed=»ns
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to do. It could not be trusted.

eseeeee He had tried a few practice matches with
his left hand. But his left hand had always been
a traitor and would not do what he called on it
to do and he did not trust it. (page 71).

In this incident, Judas is Jesus! left hand and San-

tiago represents Jesus.

A.3%. Jesus and Peter

One day Jesus asked the disciples, "Who do men say
the Son of Man is?'" Their answers did not satisfy Him.
"Some say John the Baptist," one of them szid. "Others
say Zlijzh, while others say Jeremiah or some other prophet,”
the other said. Being discontented by their answers, Je-

sus asked them agcin:

"What about you? Who do you say I am?"

Simon Peter answered, "You are the Messiah,
the Son of the living God."

"Good for you, Simon, son of John!" answercd
Jesus. "Because this truth did not come to you
from any human being, but it was given to you
directly by my Father in heaven. And so I tell
you: you are a rock, Peter, and on this rock
foundztion I will build my church, which not
even death will- ever be able to overcome. I will
give you the keys of the Kingdom of heaven; what
you prohibit on earth will be prohibited in hea-
ven; what you permit on earth will te permitted
in heaven." (Matthew 15.15 - 19).

Peter was, of course, very pléased with what Jesus
had said to him. But later Jesus precdicted Peter's denial-
which, on the other hand, made Peter depressed. He saild

that the diséiples would all leave him. He 3lso said that

Peter was Satan and an obstacle in His way.
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From that time on Jesus began to say plain-
ly to his disciples, "I must go to Jerusalem
and suffer much from the elders, the chief priests
and the teachers of the Law. I will be put to
death, and on the third day I will be raised to
life."

Peter took him =2side and began to rebuke
him. "God forbid it, Lord!'" he s=zid. "This must
never happen to you!"

" Jesus turned round 2nd said to Peter, "Get
away from me, Satan! You 2re an obstacle in my
way, beczuse these thoughts of yours are men's
thoughts, not God's!™

Peter's reiretful feeling wss the end of his betrayal.
he did exactly the same 3s what Jesus had predicted. And
this made his belief in him even stronger.

This specizl =znd personsl relzationship has its sig-
nificznce in the relationship between Sazntiago =2nd Mano-
lin. They are close to exch otner and they trust esch o-
ther. Maznolin knew who the old man was. His declaration
about him has the same meaning as Peter's declaration a=
bout Jesus. When they were talking sbout the grestest

manag=r, they has a2 conversgation as follows :

"Who is the greatest manager, really, Lugue
or Mike Gonzaiez?"

' "I think they are eauzl."”

"And the best fisherman is you."

"No. I know others better."

"Que va," the boy said. "There are many good
fishermen and scme great ones. But there is only
you."

"Thank you. You make me hzppy. I hope no fish
will come along so great that he will prove us
wrong."

"There is no such fish if you are still z
strong as you s y."

"I may be not as strong as I think," the old
man said, "But I know mzny tricks ~»nd I have
resolution." (page 23).
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Peter promised Jesus #nd so did Msnolin that they
would never ever lezve their masters. But they did not
keep their promises. The next quotation. is about how Ma-
nolin expressed his promise.

"Tomorrow is going to be a good day with
this current," he szaid.

"Where are you golng?" the boy asked.

"Far out to come in when the wind shifts. I
want to be out before it is lizght."

"I'1ll try to get him to work far out," the
boy said. "Then if you hook something truly big
we czn come to your =2id."

"He cdoes not like to work toc f=r out."

Although Menolin had vromised the o0ld m=n that he
would stay with nim, the o0ld msn was alcone when he had
prcblems with the marlin. "I wish I hsad the boy," he said.
(page 45). But when the o0ld man got back home, Msznolin

admired =snd loved him more than before. It is like Peter

who believed Jesus more after his denial.

B, Gethsemane and the Arrest of Jesus

This section presents two main topicé. The first one
is when the disciples were sleeping after the transfaration
and Jesus woke them up and the other one is when the?uran
away after Jesus had been arrested. Although these two

topics are not very important as they are in the story,

they are strongly signified in the novel.
B.l. The Disciples Slept and Jesus lioke Them Up

Maxing everything ready for the old m:zn's fishing
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the next day, Manolin went home to sleep, promising the
0ld man that he wanted tc help him in the morning like he
usually did. It means that Santiago should wake him up
eurly because as a young man Manolin did not like to wake

- up early.

"You ought to go to bed now so that you will
be fresh in the morning. I will take the things
back to the Terrace."

"Good night then, I will wake you in the
morning." ‘

"You're my zlarm clock,'" the boy said.

"Age is my alarm clock,'" the old man said.
"Why do old men wzke so early? Is it to have one
longer day?"

"I don't know," the boy sz2id. "All I know is
that young boys sleep late and hard."

"] can remember it," the o0ld man said. "I1'll
waken you in time."

"I do not like for him to wuke me. It is as
though I were inferior."

"I know.,"

"Sleep well old man." (pages 23 - 24).

This short event signifies its similar event in the
Bible when Jesus was praying and the disciples were sleep-

ing. Jim Bishop in his book, The Day Christ Died, says
] ? )

that they were sleeping beczuse they had drunk too much
wine according to the customs so that they could not stay
awake. And when the people ceme to arrest him, Jesus woke
them up to be ready})lt is like Santiago who woke Manolin
up to be ready with everything for fishing.
Then Jesus weat with his disciples to a
place c2lled Gethsemine, and he said to them,
"Sit here while I go over there and pray.' He

took with him Peter, and Zebedee's twoc sons.
Grief znd anguish csme over him, 2nd he said to

1) Jim Bishop, 1967 : pp. 12 - 89.
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them, "The sorrow in my heart is so great that
it almost crushes me. Stay here and watch with
me." (Matthew 26.3% - 38).

Then he returned to the three disciples and
found them asleep; and he said to Peter, "How is
it that you three were not able to watch with me
for an hour? Keep watch, and pray so that you
will not fall into temptation. The spirit is
willing, but the flesh is weak." (Matthew 26.40
- 41).

Then he returned once more and found the
disciples asleep; they could not keep their eyes
open. (Matthew 26..43).

Then he returned to the disciples and said,
"Are you still sleeping and resting? Look! The
hour has come for the Son of Man to be handed
to the power of sinful men. Get up, let us go.

Look, here is the man who is betraying me!"
(Matthew 26.45 - L6).

B.2. The Disciples Left Him

Knowing that the people wanted to arrest Jesus, the
disciples ran away and left him alone though at first Pe-
ter tried to show him his bravery to fight back against
the people to protect him., "Then all the disciples l=ft
him and ran away." (Mztthew 26.56b).

Some of them were still curious about what was going
to happen to Jesus. But, they could not do anything to
help him when Jesué needed them, Peter, for example, was
following him. However, he was dompletely defeated when
pegple were asking him if he was a friend of his. Then he

denied him.

Those who had arrested Jesus took him to the
house of Caiaphas, the High Priest, where the
teachers of the Law and the elders had gathered
together. Peter followed him from a distance, as

£
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far as the courtyard of the High Priest's house.
He went into the courtyard and sat down with the
guards, to see how it would all come out.
(Matthew 26.57 - 58).

Judas did the same thing. He followed him to see what
would happen to him. But knowing fthat Jesus was sentenced
to death, not like Peter who regretted of what he had done,

he hanged hirmself.

" When Judas, the traitor, saw that Jesus had
been condemned, he repented and took back the
thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the
elders. "I have sinned by betraying an innocent
man to death!" he said.

"What do we care about that?'" they answered.
"That 1s your business!"

Judas threw the money into the sanctuary and
left them; then he went off and hanced himself.
(Matthew 27.3 - 5).

It is the same as Manolin. Only because of his father
who asked him not to go with Santiago, he left him and let
him face the problem to fight against the marlin by him-

self, He was left by his close friend and by everybody he

knew,

But you haven't got the boy, he thought. You
have only yourself and you had better work back
to the last line now, in the dark or not in the
dark, and cut it away and hook up the two reser-
ve coils. (page 52). '

sesesceses There were other boats from the
other beaches going out to the sea and the old
man heard the dip and push of their oars even
though he could not -see them now the moon was
below the hills. (page 28).

The sun was two hours higher now and it did
not hurt his eyes so much to look into the east.
There were only three boats in sight now and they
showed very low and far inshore. (pages 32 - 33).
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C. Jesus Before Pilate and the Council

The physical pains that Jesus suffered started when
he was taken to the Council and then .to Pilate. In this
section, there are two important.subjects. The first one
is about what happened to Jesus and the second one talks
about Pilate as the key of the whole tragedy. What happen-
ed to Jesus is discussed only as far as it parallels events
in the novel and Pilate is analyzed.through the point of
view of his responsibility and complexity. How and why did
he make his decision? The analysis is, however, based on

the availability of proof.
C.l. What Happened to Jesus

After they had arrestecd Jesus, they brought him to
their Council. "“Yhen day come, the elders of the Jews, the
chief priests, and the teachers of the Law met together,
and Jesus was brought to their Council"., (Luke 22,66).
Then fhey took him before Pilate. They wanted to know what
Pilate's decision would be, and they wanted him killed.
Seeing that Jésus came from Galilee, Pilate asked them to
take him to Herod. But, Herod felt he was lcwer than Pila-
te, therefore, he thought he should not make any decision
at all about Jesus. So Herod sent Jesus back to Pilaﬁe.
Pilate said to them, '"You brought this man to me and séid'
that he was misleading the people. Now, I have examined

him here in your presence, and I have not found him zuilty,
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because ne sent him vack to us. There is nothing this man
has done to deserve death. I will have him whipped, then,
and let him go". (Luke 23.14 - 16).

The people‘wére getting excited and thej did whatever
they wanted to do to Jesus. What happened to Jesus is pa;
ralleled in %he novel though only some of it. Whén Santi-
ago felt the sea water, 'the aqua mala' that struck hinm,

it was described as follows :

cseeesesesy he would have welts and sores on his
arms andé hands of the sort thst poison ivy or
poison o2k can give. But these poisonings from
the squa mala came guickly and struck like a
whiplash. (page 3%).

This quotation is closely related to the pains that Jesus
suffered when peovrle were whipping him.

They made fun of him as the‘King of the Jews and they
macde a crown for him. "Then they made a crown out of thorny
branches and placed it on his head, and put a stick on his
right hand; then they knelt before him and made fun of him.
'Long live the King of the Jews!' they said.” (Matthew 27.

29). How this crown hurt Jesus' head is clearly pnortr-yed

in the story when Santiago was talking about his straw hat.

He had pushed his straw hat hard down on his
head before he hooked the fish and it was cut-
ting his forehead. (page 45).

C.2. Pilate ’ -

Pilate was the key of the whole tragedy. If only he:

had said "no'", nothing would have happened as it did. He
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the most powerful person who held the authority. Herod
much lower than him and the people were in his palm of
hand. But, he was also afraid of them because the peo-

could tell the more powerful person in Rome about what

~ever Pilate had done wrong. He did not make the decision

based on what he thought was right but under the fear and

pressure of the people., He did not want to be too much in-

volved in and responsible as he should be. His irresponsi-

bility is shown by these two following quotations :

When Pilate saw it was no use to go on, but
that a riot might break cut, he took some water,
vashed his hands in front ¢of the crowd, and said,
"] am not responsible for the ceath of this man!
This is your doing!" (Matthew Z27.24).

But they kept on shouting at the tcv of their
voices that Jesus should be nailed to the cross:
and finally their shcuting won. So Pilate passed
the sentence on Jesus that they were asking for.
He set free the man they wanted, the one who had
been put in prison for riot and murder, and turn-

~ed Jesus over to them tc do as they wished.

(Luke 23.23% - 25).

In the story this event wss clearly illustrated by the

event when the 0ld man washed his bleeding hand. The blood

here was real blood while in *he Bible the blood was the

symbol of sin. So in this comparision it is not the charac-

ters which are important but the events.

Shifting the weight of the line to his left
shoulder and kneeling carefully he washed his
hand in the ocean and held it there, submerged, .
for more than a minute watching the blood trail
away and the steady movement of the water against
his hand as the boat moved. (pages 56 - 57).
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D. Bearing the Cross

This section discusses one single event that is when
Jesus was holding the cross. It describes the process and
the pains that Jesus was suffering from..Though in the Bi
ble this event was not sufficiently illustrated, in the
story the illustration was much qorerreal. First the des-

cription was :

cecessssesss He adjusted the sack and carefully
worked the line so that it came across a new part
of his shoulders and, holding it anchcred with
his shoulders, he carefully felt the pull of the
fish and then felt with his hand the progress of
the skiff thrcugh the water. (page 52).

Like it wzs in the Bible, this incident happened al-~
most at the end of the story. Jesus aid not have encugh
energy to carry the cross and neither did the old man who
was not strong enough to hold the mast c¢f the skiff. There
fore, he fell many times before he reached his shack. The

illustration of this happening was very clear.

He unstepped the mast and furled the sail
and tied it. Then he shouldered the mast "and
started to climb. It was then he knew the depth
of his tiredness. He stopped for a moment and
lcoxed back and saw in the reflection from the
street light the great tail of the fish stonding
up well behind the skiff's stern. He saw the
white naked line of his backbone and the dark
mass of the head with the projecting bill and
all the nakedness between. .

He started to climb zgain and at the top he
fell and lay for some time with the mast across -
his shoulder. He tried to get up. But it wes too
difficult aznd he sat there with the mast on ais
shoulder and looked at the road. A cat passed on
the far side going about its business and the
0ld man watched it. Then he just watched the
road.
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Finally he put the mast down and stood up.
de picked the m=st up and put it on his shoulder
and started up the road. He had to sit down five
times before he reached his shack. (page 121).

E. The Crucifixion

The cruéifixion was the most crucial incident in the
Bible and it will be illustrsted clearly and sufficiently
in this paper. The description was repeated again and again.
Each sequentizl event reinforces the parallel between the

Bible =-nd the novel,
E.1. Nailed to the Cross

The clearest illustration was the event when Jesus
was nailed to the cross. In the Bible it 1s said, "When
they came to the place czlled *The Skull', they nailed Je
sus to the cross there, and the two criminals, one on his
right and one on his left", (Luke 23.33).

Hemingway described this event in real and human way.

He writes :

'"Ay," he said aloud. There is no translation
for this word and perhaps it is just a noise
such as a man might make, involuntarily, feeling
the nail-§o through his hands and into the wood.
(page 107).

The phrase 'feeling the mail go through his hands and into
»the wood'.clearlj’illustfates a relationship to the cruci-

fixion. It talks about nails, hands, and wood. Those are

the things in the crucifixion.
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E.2. On the Cross

Jesus was nailed on his two hands and feet. Althdugh
Hemingway did not give any description of the feet at all,
his painful hand description can represent the pains that

Jesus sufferéd frorm. This is depicted in his ngvel on pzge

eighty two (82),

He woke with the jerk of his right first
coming up against his face and the line burning
out through his right hand., He had no feeling
of his left n~and but he braked all he could with
his right and the line rushed out. Finally his
hand fourd the line znd he lezned back against
the line and now it burned his back and his left
hand, and his left hand was taking all the strain
and cutting badly. (page 82).

Another depiction of this event is cn page 74.

‘He let his hand dry in the air then grasped
the line with it and eased himszlf as much as
he could and 21lowed himself to be pulled for-
ward against the wood so that the boat took the
strain as much, or more, than he did. (page 74).

Jesus died on the cross because he could hardly breathe.
Besides his weskened body, his difficulty to breathe made
him die quickly. Everytime he wanted-tao breathe he had to
1ift his body up and it means that he made the scars on
his hands and feet fresh again. But, that was what he had
to do. It is the same with Santiago, the old man. In order
not to make a fresh scar, he should carefully hold the

line. -

He tried to increasse the tensicn, but the
line had been taut up to the very edge of the
breaking point since he had hooked the fish and
he felt the harshness as he leaned back to pull
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and knew he could put no more strain on it. I
must not jerk it ever, he thought. Each jerk
widens the cut the hook makes and then when he
does jump he might throw it. Anyway I feel better
with the sun and for once I do not have to look
into it. (page 54).

He took hold of the line carefully so‘that
it did not fit into any of the fresh line outs
and shifted his weight so that he could put his
left hand into the sea on the other side of the
skiff.

"You did not do so badly for something worth
less,™ he said to his left hand. "But there was
a moment when I could not find you.'" (Pages 84 -

85).
In the Bible it is s=2id that Jesus once wzs thirsty
and given chegpwine that madz his mouth sour. "The soldiers
also mace fun of him; they czme up to him and offered him
cheap wine, and said, 'Save yourself, if you are the King

of the Jews!'" (Luke 23.3%5). This event is also described

in the story.

The 0ld men could hardly brezthe now and he
felt a strange taste in his mouth. It was coppery
and sweet and he was afraid of it for = moment.
But there was much of it, (page 119).

When Jesus did not have anough energy left in his body,
he could not lift his body up and it meant he could not
breathe. It was the end. He died. His position on the cross

was also depicted by the 0ld man's position when he was

sleeping in his shack. The position was described zs follows:

Inside the shack he lesned the mast_against -
the wall, In the dark he folnd a water bottle
and took a drink. Then he l=y down.ln the bed.

He pulled the blaonket over his shoulders and

then over his back and legs and he slept face
down on the newspapers with nis arms out straight
and the palms of his hands up. (pages 121 - 122).
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CHAPTER IV

THE OTHER THEMES

Besides the events_included in .the previous chapter,
thére are still mény other events which are separated
because c¢f their different significances. In the Bible
their significances are not found within the Passion and
in this chapter they are divided into four different sect-
ions. The first one is zbout numbers and the second one
talks about fhe lessonz conveyed by the story. The next
two sections talk about the 0ld man as he is compared to
Jesus and his mission and the last one tzalks about the

effects of what the 0ld man has dorne.
A, The Numbers

There are four numbers used in the story which are
important in the Bible, namely, 3, 4, 7, and 40 and its
multiples. It is said that number three was a. sacred number
in early Babylohian religious cults, and appeared in the
New Testament in the concept of the Trinity. Number four
was thousht of as a symbolhof verfection through its opicto-
rial representation as a sguare, and YHWH (Yahweh), the
Hebrew name of God, contained four letters. Number seven
is also important becazuse it is sald that this number wés
probably the moxt common of the Hebrew sacred numbers and .
appeared, best known, in the concept of Creatioun " eing
completed on the seventh day. The last number, forty,‘was

mentioned as the time Moses spent in leading the Jews
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through the Sinai and alsc as the period of time which Je-
sus fought temptation in the wilderness.,

This section is, however, not talking about all those
numbers, The numbers four and seven are not-discussed here
because they.are seldom used in the book. In fact the
frequence here shows the wirter's intention to use the num-
bers in his work. Finding that numbers four and seven are
rarely mentioned in the story, they do not give clear hints.

that the writer had strong intention to mentioa them.
A.1. The Number "Three"

This number appears more than ten times and modifies
different things. In the beginning of the story,after the
boy, Manolin, has left the 0ld man, the number "three"
shows the number of fish caught by the boy and his father.
", es., and the boy had gone at their (his parents') orders
in another boat whivh caught three good fish the first
week'", On the next page, page 10, this number describes

how many weeks the 0ld man has gone to fish,

"But remember how you went eighty-seven days
witiout fish and then we caurht hig ones every
day for three weeks.'" (page 10).

On page thirty, the number "three" is used again though it
does not clearly show a strong intention. It-only tells
the order of the bzits the o0ld man has thrown out. "The
second was at seventy-five and the third and fourth were
down in the blue water ....." (page 30). On page thirty-

one this number appears twice, The first one is alout the
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depth of the bait and the other one is about the étick
where the line is stuck on. ".... a fish could take out
over three huundred fathoms of line." And "Now the man
wétched the ¢ip of the three sticks over -he side of the
skiff ....." (both of them zre on page 31). The number of
the lines is zlso described by using this number. "He had
three forty-fathom coils of line in reserve now, as well
as the colil he was using." (page 44).

““hen the old man is enduring the vain of his crazmped
hancds, he tal=s at:out three things. "It will uncrampo though,
he thought. Surely it =will uncramp to heln my rizht hands.
There are three things tiat zrs brothers: the fish and my
two hands." (p=3e 64). Fighting =-zinst the marlin, tihe
0ld man is thingi=»g about boxing. There is a description
about the fighting boxers 'nd here the number "three" is
also useds "...... Once he f{one of the boxers) had the
0ld man, who was not an ¢ld man then but was Santiagoe
Campedn, nearly three inches off bslance!., {(page 70).

One of the many considerations for the old man tor
fish is the westher. when the ¢ay has good weather, he
can‘fish e2sily. In this case, the day is also mentioned
using the number "three'". "There will be bad weather in
three or four days". (page 80). The moment when the fish
starts turning the boat is also deplcted with the nymber
"three', "'I'11 rest on the next turn as he goes out,"

he said. "I feel much better. Then in tvo or three turns

more I will have him.'" (paze 9). There are two grey
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sucking fish that swsm zrcund the marlin. The number "three"
appears agaln., "Sometimes they would swim easily in his
shadow. They were each over three feet long and when they
swam fast they lashed their whele bodies like eels".

After the 0ld 2an has got back and been strong ercugh,
he was talking to Manolin about fishing together again.

In this conversation the number "three'" is used for the

last time.

"I'11 get another knife and have the spring

ground. How many days of beavy brisa (breeze)
have we?"

"Maybe three. Maybe more." (page 125).
In the Eible the number "three' is alsc very often
used, Some neceszary events using this number are discuss-

ed here whereas the others are not included because tle

purpose of this thesis is not to talk about the Zible bhut

about the novel.

One of the very popular stories in the 014 Testament
is the story about Jonah, the prophet. 1t was teld thuat
God came to'him one day and said, "Up! Go to Nineveh, the
great city, and inform them that- their —ickedness has be-
come known to me." (Jonah 1.2). But Jonah did not listen
to him and decide to run away to lerve him. He went to

Joppa and got a boat which went to Tarshish. But God sent

a storm to him which caused the bo=2t to almost sink.~

But Yehweh unleashed a violent wind on the sea,
and there was such a great storm at sea that the
ship threntened to break up. The sailors took
fright, and each of them called on his own god,
and to lighten the ship they threw the cargo
overboard. Jonah, however, had gone below and

&
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lain down in the hold and fallen fast asleep.

The boat-swain came upon him and said, "Wwhat do
you mean by sleeping? Get up! Call on your god!
Perhaps he will spare us a thought, and not

leave us to die." Then they said to each other,
"Come on, let us draw lots to find out who is
responsible for bringing this evil on us." So
they cast lots, and the lot fell to Jonah, Then
they said to him, "Tell us, what is your business?
Where do you come from? What is your country?
What is your nationality?" He replied, "I am a
Hebrew, and I worship Yahweh, the God of heaven,
who made the sea and the land." The sailors were
seized with terror at this and said, "%hat have
you cdone?" They knew that he was trying to escape
from Yzhweh beczuse he had told them so. They t
then said, "What are we to do with you, to make
the sea grow calm for us?'" For the sea was zZrow-
ing rougher and rougher. He replied, '"Take me

and throw me into the sea, and then it will grow
czlm for you." The sailors rowecd harc in an
effort to re-ch the shore, but in vain, since

the sea grew still rougher fcr them. They then
called on Yahwen and said, "C Y=zhweh, do not let
us perish for tzking this man's 1life; do not acld
us guilty of innocent bdloec; for you, Yahweh,
have zcted as you have thought right." And taking
hold of Jonah they threw him into the sea; and
the se: grew calm asain. At this the men were
seized with dread of Yahweh; they offered a
sacrifice to Yzhweh and made vows.

Yanweh had arranged that a great fish should
be there to swallow Jonah; andé Jonah remained in
the belly of the fish for three days and nights.
(Jonah 1.4 - 16 and 2.1).

In the New Testament the number ''three" becomes very
important since Jesus had taught the pecple around him es-
pécially the disciples about the Trinity: The Father, The
Son, and The Holyrsﬁirit. This in/tegratioh is very import-"
ant because it is a pért.of the basic christian belief és
it forms the christian creed. Christians believe in The
Father, The Son, and The Holy Spirit. They say this when
they ieke the sign of the cross bvefore and éfter they pray.

"In the name of The Father, of The son, znd of The Holy
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Spirit. A-en,"

The story about Jonah is mentioned again in the New
Testament. One day some of the scribes and Pharisees asked
Jesus to give them a sign, but Jeéus cnly zsave them the

sign of Jonah and in .hLis case Jonah was compared Lo Jesus.

Then some of the scribes and Pharisees spoke
up.''Master," they said "we should like to see =
sign .from you." he revlied, "It is zan evil =and
unfaithful generzation that =acsks for a sign! The
only sign it will be ziven is the sign of the
prophet Jonah. For =zs Jonah was in the belly of
the sea-monster for three days and taree nights,
so will the Con of Man be in the heart of the
earth for three days 2nd three nights. Cn Judg-
ment day the men of ilineveh will stand up with
this gensration and condemn it, becs:ce when Jo
nah preached they rersnted; and there ig some-
thing greater than Jonah here. On Judgsment day
the Tueen of the Scuth #ill rice up with this
zeneration and condemn it, becauszz she c¢ame from
+he ends of the earth tc hear t“, wislom; and
there is sotiethinz gre-ter than Solonm
(Matthew 12.38 - 42).

When they askecd for a sign ajain, Jesus told 2 sizilar

<.

story and used the numbher "“three'". He sald that he would

rebuild the Temple in three ’'~ys after they destrocyed it.

17

What was meant by the Temple here was his own body and
this is why this story is closely relat:d to the one he

had told them before.

The Jews intervened :nd said, "“hat sign can you
show us 'to justify wihnt you have doné? Jesus -
answered,'"“estroy this sanctuary,. and in three
v days I will raise it up." The Jews replied, "It
has taken forty-six years to build this sanctu-
ary: 'are you going to raise *t up in three days?'"
RBut he was sveaking of the sanctuesry that was
his body, and when Jesus rose from the dead, his
disciples rememki:=d that he had said this and
they bolieved the scripture and the words he had
said. (John, 2.12 - 22).
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One of Jesus' faithful followers is Saint Paul. He
travelled a lot to preach and he sent encouraging letters
0o the pzople to whom he had given his speeches. One of
" the most popular and strongest lessons he sald in his
letters is about love, It was written in his letter to the
Corinthians.Télking about it in length, finally he said
that there were three things left, namely, love, belief,
and hope. Although he said that love was the greatest
among them, principally they cannot and should not be se-.
parated from each other. Beczsuse of love a man hopes every-

thing and because of love a man believes in everything.

Love is alv ys patient and kind; it is never
jealous; love 1s never boastful or conceited; it
ie n ver rude or selfish; it does not take offence,
and is not resentful. Love takes no pleasure in
other people's sins but delights in the truth;
it is always reacy to excuse, to trust, to hope, .
and to encure whatever comes. (T Corintninsns,l1?,5-7).
In short, there are three things that last:
faith, hope, and love; and the greztest of these
is love. (I Corinthians, 13.13).

A.2. The Number "Forty"

The number "forty"»is also often used. It apnears
seven times in the story not including its multiples. On
the first ;age of the stery *his number appears twice
already. Both of them tell the days the 0ld man has been

fishing.

"In the first forty days a boy hacd been with him.,
But afier forty days without a fish the boy'’s
parents had told him that the 0ld man was now

definitely and finally salao, ....." (page 9).
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On pages 30 and 31 this number comes again to describe
the length of the lines., '"One bsit was down forty; fathoms",
(page 30). And the other one is "..... each line had two
fdrty-fathom coiis which could be made fast to the other
spare coils .:.." Ynage 31). This description is continued
on page 51. Y“After it is light, he thought, I will work
back to the forty-fathom bait and cut it zway too and link
uj the reserve coils". The last two times the number ®"forty"
is used is to tell the weight of the marlin flesh tazken by
the sharks. "'He took about forty pounds,' the 0ld man said
aloud'", (page 103), and "'Think =about something cheerful,
0ld men,' he said. 'Every minute n.w vou are closer to home.
You sail 1i :hter for the loss of forty pounds.'" (page 10i).

In the Old Testament there is a very popul=s sicry
which uses the number "forty" within it. The story is about
Moses when he led the Jews through the Sinai, God chcse
“loses the leader cf the Jews, nd for forty years the Jews
were following God's difection throuszh Moses tc the promis-
ed land. |

A similar story exists in the New Testament about Je
sus when he was tempted by the devil after he had been
fasting fox fbrfy days in the wil-derness. The story is
similar to the‘prévious story beczuse it also haépened in

the desert and included the number "forty".

"Then Jesus was led by the Spirit out into
the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He
fasted for forty days and forty nights, after
which he was very hungry, and a tempter came ....
(Matthew, 4.1 - 2).

]
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B. The Lessons

There are some lessons in the story which significant-
ly parallel parables in the Bible. Though they are not many,
they constitute importznt barts because of their strong
support toward the whole theme. This section is atout those
lessons which are divided into two different points, name-

ly, "how to follow Jesus" and "Jesus' other teachings".

B.1. How to Follow Jesus

x

Following the o0ld man for ¥~2nolin is =ss difficult as

follocwing Jesus for the peonle around him. It is not only
what he says which is difficult oput its implementation is
also z matter. Rizht on the first page 1t is =aid, "In the
first forty days a boy had been with him. 2ut after forty
days without a fish the boy's parents had told him that

the old man was now definitely and finally salso, which is
the worst form of'unlucky, and the boy had gone at their
orders in another bozt which causht three good fish the
f;rst week'". The parents' roles are very imrortant. Manolin
does whatever his parents want-him toc do though he does

not want to do it. He is not free to do and to choose what
e wants. This segment can be contrasted as well as parallel-

ed to the one in thé Bible.

"Do not supposed that I have come to being
peace to the e-~rth: it i1s not prace I hzve come
to bring, but a sword. For I have cone to set a
man against his father, a daughter against her
mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-
law. A man's enemies will te those of his own
household.
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Anyone who prefers father or mother to me
is not worthy of me. Anyone who prefers son or
dauzhter to me is not worthy of me. Anyone who
does not take his cross and follow in my foot-
steps is not worthy of me. Anyone who finds his
life will lose 1it; anyone who loses his life for
my sake will find it. (Matthew, 10.3L - 39).

Jesus brings a sword with 2im to set a tied person like
Manolin free. Moreover Jesus even asks them to forget any-
bocdy else and follow him. It should not, h-wever, be inter-
preted literally. "Another man, one of his disciples, said
to him, 'Sir, let me zuv znd haty my father first'. But Je-

sus rerlied, 'Follow me, =nc leave the 7s2d to bury their

™ -~ - - : = - - o~ e & - N
Cn nroe ton in “he o voiennl 1z Tzics to 3anti-
~ s —~ + ~ - ~ i~ - -~ .
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in, Ye've made sove money."
taugat tne boy to fish and

- m'n said., "You're with a lucky
bo~t. Stay '1tn them."

"But rememter how you went eighty-seven days
without fish and then we causht biz ones every
d-y for thrce weeks."

"I remenber,'" the old man z-id. "I 'Lrnow you
did not lerve me because ycu doubted,

"It wrs-vavra made me leave. I am = hoy and
I must obey him."

"I know," 'he onld m=zn zsia. "It is quite
normal."

"He h-sn't ruch faith."”

"No," tle cold man said. "2ut we have, Haven't

we? " : .

"Yes," the boy said. "Can I offer you a beer
on the Terr-ce zné¢ then we'll t:ke the stuff
home." (pazes 10 - 11). )

There are thpem izportant things convered in the
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faith, and parents' role. The last one is included in the
previous discussion. Going with the old-mfn means not ha-
ving luck. He is =n unlucky person. He does not have any-
thing and the only thing he hss is faith. This story can

be contrasted to the story in the REitle.

then Jesus saw the great crowds all zbout
him he gave orcders ©wo le=ve for the othner side.
One of the scribes then came up -nd said to him,
"aster, I will follow you wherever you go'. Je-
sus replied, "Foxes have hclez -nd the birds of
the =2ir nave nests, but the Son of
where to lay his head".

Another =zzn, one of his discigles, said o
him,"Sir, let me 50 and bury my father first".
2ut Jesus rerplied, "Follow me, znd lezave the
dead to bury their Zead". (Matthew, 8. 18 - 22),

[y

“an h=z2s no-

Jesus does not hrve -nythirg, "...... the Son of *an has

nowhere to lzy his he-é", He wantis the vpeonle around him

to Lave faith in him. Although they will not set anytaing

if they follov hi.i, theilr faith will keep them survived.

B.2. Jesus' Cther Teachings

This section zlso consists of two points namely 'the
biras' and 'belief, lovs, and hove'. Both of them =re com-

parable to the stories in the Bible of the szme matters.

On pages 33 znd 37 it is said that a man-of-war bird gets
something to e=t. He =zhcould not work hard to get the food.

He is just flying.

Just then he saw a man-of-wsr bird with his
lony blaeck wings circling in the sty ahead of
him. de made a quick drop, slanting down on his
back-swept wings, 2nd then circled azain.

"He's got something," the old m=n said alouc.
"

e is not just lookin:s." (paze 23%).
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Now the old man looked up and s:w thzt the
bird was circling again.

"He's found fish," he said aloud. No flying
fish broke the surfzce znd there was no scatter-
ing of bait fish. But as the old man watched, a
small tuna rose in the air, turned =nd dropped
head first into the water. (pages 37 - 38

In the Bible there is also z thewne which tzlks about
birds =znd food. Jesus takes birds as zn example when he is
tellinz them not to worry zbout their lives and what they
are to exwt, "Look =t the birds in the sky. They do not sow
or re=p or -ther into bnsrns; yet your hsavenly Father

hem. Are you not voartih rmore thsn they are?" (Matthew,

& small bird come towrrd the gskiff from the
north, e was a wsrbler znd flyins very low.over
the water. The 0ld mzn could see that he was

very tired.

The bird macde the stern of the boat and rest-
ed there. Then he flev around the 0ld man's head
and rested on the line where he was more comfort-
able. )

The bird looked at him when he spoke. He was
too tired even to examine the line ancé he teeter-
ed on it as ris delicate feet gripped it fast.

"Take a good rest, small bird," he szid.
"Then go in and take your cheonce like any manor
bird or fish."

It encouraged him to talk because his back
had stiffened in the night and it hurt truly now.
"Stay at my house if you like, bird," he

said. "I am sorry I cannot hoist the sall and
take you in with the small breeze that is rising.
But I am with a friend." (pages 54 - 53%). -

What will happen to the bird if he c=nnot find any
place to rest? He may drop to the sea and die. But fortun:&%u

ately he finds the o0ld man's skif
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has not thouszht thut there will be a bird which wants to
rest on his line. All of these happen accidentslly, and it

can be paralleled to the following story:

"Do not be afr+id of those who kill the body
but crnnot kill the soul; fear him rather who
can destroy both body and soul in nell. Can ycu
not buy two sparrows for a penny? ind yet not
one falls to the ground without your Father know-
ing. Why, every hair on your hear has been count-
ed. S50 there is no need to te afr=id; you are
worth more than hundreds of sparrows. (Matthew,
10. 28-31).

In the siory wo cun 2750 found the “hame Moelief, liope
nné love". "“hen > 01d rman 13 fizhtin: =23+inst “he sh=ris,
he iz by hi zelf and does not have nroper wewscons o Izht.
Yet he is not in despair., The marlin sivse nim = new hore
and the msrlin itself is his hope.

Sesidles

It 1s silly not tc hope, he thought
T believe it (%illing the fish) is a si
think about sin, he thought. There are enough
nroblems now without sin. 4lso I have no under-
standing of it. (pages 104-105).

Besides his hcpe, the old mn also has a belief and
a love too., He believes that he does not believe in sin.
But he beli=ves that killing the marlin is a sin. 1t l2ast
this is what he thinks. Becruse he loves the marlin very
much he thinks that to kill the marlin is either not = sin
or worse thasn = sin,
S5aint Paul, a strong and strict follower of Jesus,
wrote n letter to the Corintninons., Tn this letter he om-
phasized three im:artant things s the conclucsicn of his

to ic - Lout love. "In short, there =2re thres thinss that
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should not be a fishgrman. He thinks fhat he might be some-
one else, not a fisherman. But it is too late to regret
since he is now fighting against the marlin. "Perhaps I
should not have been a fisherman" he fhought. wBut that
was the thing that I was born for. I must surely remember
to eat the tuna after it gets light". (page 50).

Until the end of the tragedy, the old man is still a
fisherman. He is a real fisherman. He does not betray his
own life and his decision is just too strong. He is will-
ing to give his life in order to get the fish. "'Fish', he
sald softly, aloud, 'I'll stay with you until I am dead.'"
(page 52). But, what he has done is not enough to show his
pride. People do not zappreciate his struggle and think
that he is an unlucky, szlao fisherman. Though he says,

"A man can be destroyed but not defeated,' it is only true
for him. But for the people, "The sail was patched with
flour sacks and, furled, it looked like the flag of perma-
nent defeat."

The same thing happens to Jesus. He is sent by God to
come to this world, and he is the Son of God. It is, how-
ever, difficult for him to convincé the people about who
he really is and what he comes for. Neither is it eaéy to
do his duties according to what his Father asks him to do.
He knows it exactly and he believes it, but as a huﬁan-be— i
ing he is doubtful under his scare._He wishes he could do
something else. '"And going on a little further he fell on

his face and prayed. 'My Father,' he said 'if it is possible,
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let this cup pass me by. Nevertheless, let it be as you,
not I, would have it;'“ (Matthew 25.39).

Since he is sent by his Father, he lets him make the
decision. He himself decides not to do what he wants but |
what his Father wants him to do. And when Peter, one of
his disciples does not believe him, he strongly scolds him,
He is telling them about what is going to happen to him
and Peter says, '"Heaven preserve you, Lord, this must not
happen to you". But Jesus turned to him and says, "Get be-
hind me, Satan! You are an obstacle in my path, because
the way you think is not God's way but man's". (Matthew,
25, 22=23).

Like Santiago, Jesus is also faithful to his own pro-
mise. He sticks to this promise until the end of his life.
He gives everything he has even his life to his Father who

sends him.
C.2. The Feollow-up

Santiago is an old man, and he still wants what he
has done to be continued. For the boy, Manclin, is his only
hope, Santiago wants the boy to be like him. He takes him
to the sea and teaches him to be a fisherman. He even does

this when Manolin is still young.

"How 0ld was I when you first took me in a
boat?" i
"Five and you nearly were killed when I
brought the fish in too green and he nearly tore
the boat to pieces. Can you remember?"
"T can remember the tz2il slapping and banging
and the thwart breaking and the noise of the
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clubbing. I can remember you throwing me into

the bow where the wet coiled lines were and feel-
ing the whole boat shiver and the noice of you
clubbing him like chopping a tree down 2and the
sweet blood smell all over me." (page 12).

Doing the same things, Jesus teaches his disciples to
do the same things like what he has shown them. To them,
especially Peter, he says that he wants to make him a fish-
er of men. Peter who is a fisherman will become a fisher
of men. "As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee he saw
two brothers, Simon, who wz2g called Peter, and his brother
Andrew; they were making a cast in the lake with their net,
for they were fishermen. And he said to them, 'Follow me
and I will make you fishers of men'. And they left their
nets at once and followed him". (Matthew 4.18 - 20). And
before the Last Supper Jesus gives the bread and wine to
them. '"Then he took some bread, and when he had given thanks,
broke it and gave it to them, saying, 'This is my body
which will be given for you; do this as a memorial of me'.
He did the same wifh the cup after supper, and said, 'This
cup is the new covenant in my blood which will be poured
out for you'". (Luke 22.19 - 20). It is like what Santiago
says to Manolin before they have dinner together. Santiago
says, "Then live a long time and take care of yourself."
(page 19).

#hen Santiago is in trouble fighting against the
marlin, he thinks that the boy will keep him zlive. He
keeps him alive by continuing his work and telling the

truth about him to the people.
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"T killed him in self-defence,!" the o0ld man
said aloud. "And I killed him well."

Besides, he thought, everything kills every-
thing else in some way. Fishing kills me exactly
as it keeps me alive. The boy keeps me alive, he
thought. I must not deceive myself too much.
(page 106). '

And Jesus wants the sazme thing from his disciples. He wants
them to continue his work and tell the truth about who he
really is. He sends his spirit to make them strong enough

to be his witnesses.

'Be on your guard; they will hand you over
Sanhedrins; you will be beaten in synagogues;
and you will stand before governors and kings
for my sake, to bezr witness before them, since
the Good News must first be proclaimed to all
the nations.

And when they lead you away to hand you over,
do not worry beforehand about what to say; no,
say whatever is given to you when the time comes,
because it is nct you who will be speaking; it
will be the Holy Spirit.' (Mark 13. 9 - 11).

D. The Effect of the Mission

The crucifixion of Jesus Christ brings effects toward
the people and so does the tragedy of the old man. These
effects are the topics of this section and here they are
divided into two related points. The first one is whom this
tragedy is for and the next one is who are really effected
by this tragedy. Many people know what is happening to the
cld man, but not all of them are affected. There are special
characteristics of those who feel the impacts of the old

mant's efforts.
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D.1l. For Everybody

Everybody knows what the 0ld man is and what he has
done. The boy, Manolin, knows him well since he is the only
person who is close to him. He knows what and who the old
man really is. One day when they ére talking about the
greatest manager, Manolin states that he is the best fish-

erman.

"Who is the greatest manager, really, Luquer
or Mike Gonzalez?"

"I think they are equal."

"And the best fisherman is you."

"No. I know others better."

"Que va," the boy said. "There are many good
fishermen and some great ones. But there is only
you." (page 23).

Moreover, Manolin understands him more than the others. He
knows how to make the o0ld man happy and both of them are
getting along well. What the old man has done with the
marlin effects the boy strongly that he haé a strong belief
in the 0ld man. This effect is not strong enough toward
the other people that they do not believe the o0ld man.

The other fishermen also know him, especially the
older fishermen. But, the young fishermen who do not know
the o0ld man, think that the o0ld man is just an_unlucky man.
They think they are better than him. On the other hand the
older fishermen, who know him better than the young fish-

ermen, are more tolerent and sad about the old man.

They sat on the Terrace and many of the
fishermen made fun of the o0ld man and he was not
angry. Others, of the older fishermen, looked at
him and were sad. But they did not show it and
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they spoke politely about the current and the
depth they had drifted their lines at and the
steady good weather and of what they had seen.
(page 11).

| The tourists, who come in the morning, know the old
man too. Though they think more about the bone of the fish,
at least they know what the old man is and what he has
done. They might not know him as much as the people around
the 0ld man know him, but they know him into some extent.
What he has done and who he is has been already known
by the people and because they know it, they, of course,
get its effect in different ways which cause different
results. Everybody who knows is effected and the o0ld man's
struggle is for everybody who knows about it. It is like
the Passion of Jesus Christ. It is not only for the Jews
or special people in this world, but for everybody. Rising
to heaven, Jesus comes to his disciples and asks them to

teach all people in the world like what he has done to

them,

Jesus came up and spoke to them. he said, 'All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Go, therefore, make disciples of all the
nations; baptise them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach
them to observe all the commands I give you. And
know that I am with you always; yes, to the end
of the time.' (Matthew 28.18 - 20).

He comes here to save all the people in this earth. This
salvation is mot only for the Jews, 'the chosen people'
but for everybody wherever and whatever they are.

Everybody around him knows who he is and what happens
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to him. Yet they are differently effected and this differ-
ence causes different results. They think and feel differ-
ently of what has happened to him. It is like what the

other fishermen, the tourists, and the Eoy think and feel

about the o0ld man's tragedy.
D.2. Faith

Though everybody knows what has happened to the old
man, they are effected in different ways. As a result, not
all of them zre able to appreciate his struggle. Some of
them even think =nd consider him 28 a tragic hero. They
fail to understand what he wants to show them. There are,
however, a few people who appreciate him of his pride because
they do not only think about the result (the marlin) but
they also think about the way the o0ld man has been strug-
gling to get the marlin. Through this point of view they
do not think that the old man is a tragic hero, but on the
contrary, they think that the old man is a successful iish-
erman, They believe him as a great fisherman. They do not
judge him as a fisherman only but they judge him through
his pride and dignity as well. They boy, Manolin, does the
same thing. Through the old man's pride and dignity, Ménd-
lin is able to appreciate the 0ld man's struggle and great-
ness as a fisherman. -

In the story there is a paragraph that shows how the

old man's work brings effects toward the people.

Then he was sorry for the great fish that
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had nothing to eat and his determination to kill
him never relaxed in his sorrow for him. How
many people will he feed, he thought. But are
they worthy to eat him? No, of course not. There
is no one worthy of eating him from the manner
of his behaviour and his great dignity. (page 75).
He does what he thinks is good for the people, but of course
not all of them can take its values. "But are they (the
people) worthy to eat him (the fish)? No, of course not®.
Manolin is the first person who cares and thinke of him,
and that is why Manolin admires and appreciates what he
has done. He believes him and kass-faith in him. There is
a fisherman who does not only take the result of his work

as the main consideration in judging him but he also thinks

how the o0ld man has been fighting.

Many fishermen were around the skiff looking
at what was lashed beside it and one was in the
water, his trousers rolled up, measuring the
skeleton with a length of the line.

The boy did not go down. He had been there
before and one of the fishermen was looking after
the skiff for him.

"How is he?" one of the fishermen shouted.

"Sleeping," the boy called. He did not care
that they saw him crying. '"Let no one disturb
him." (page 122).

The other fishermen and the tourists who only think
of the skeleton of the marlin judge the old man superficial-
ly. They do not think of him through his struggle, pride
and dignity but only through the result he has got. They
do not have enough faith in him and they do not believe
him as a great fisherman.

In this matter, what happens to the old man is exactly



61

the same as what happens to‘Jesus. Without his resurrect-
ion, people think that he is just a tragic hero. He says
that he wants to save the people but in fact he is killed
before he is able to do anything for the people. People
who think of him and what happens to him superficially do
not believe Him and of course thay are not saved. But those
who have enough faith in him without questioning through
their minds are saved.

The disciples who believed him were saved, and so is
anyone who believes in him. The boundary between those who

are saved and those who zre not saved i8 faith.

Having risen in the morning on the first day
of the week, he appeared first to Mary of Magdala
fromm whom he had cast out seven devils. She then
went to those who had been his companions, and
who were mourning and in teazrs, and told them.
But they did not believe her when they heard her
say that he was alive and that she had see him.

After this, he showed himself under another
form to two of them zs they were on their way
into the country. These went back and told the
others, who did not believe them either.

Lastly, he showed himself to the Eieven them-
selves while they were at table. He reproached
them for their incredulity and obstinacy, because
they had refused to believe those who had seen
him szfter he has risen. And he said to them,'Go
out to whole world; provlaim the Good News to
all creation. He who believes and is baptised
will be saved; he who does not believe will be
condemned. These are the signs that will be as-
sociated with believers: in my name they will
cast out devils; they will have the gift of
tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands,
and be unharmed should they drink deadly poison;
they will lay their hands on the sick, who will
recover,'

And so the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken
to them, was taken up into heaven:there at the
right hand of God he took his place, while they,
going out, preached everywhere, the Lord working
with them and confirming the word by the signs
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that accompanied it. (Mark 16.9 - 20).

The head and the long backbone of the great fish convey
special christian symbolism too. The long backbone shows -
that the people in general know the old man's tragedy. In
the Bible the people know what happens to Jesus and what
he is suffering for. The backbone is the frame or general
ideas of the crucifixion. But, the problem is that they
only perceive it in their heads ds it is symbolized by the
head of the fish. They do not perceive it in their hearts.
In other words, it can be said that the people know the
values of the tragedy but they do not believe it, though
in fact faith here is a compulsary to judge znd take the
values of the targedy. Their heads are full but their

hearts are empty. Only those who have faith are saved.
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CHAPTER V
THE CHARACTERS

The 0ld Man and:the"Sea is a simple novel or rather

it does not have a complicated plot. There are not many
characters involved in it and every character has his own
distinct personality. Santiago, the main character, is
very much different from Manolin, the second important
character. And both of them are easily separated from the
others; fishermen and the tourists functioning as a back-
ground of the whole story. This chapter talks about those
characters as they are compared to the characters in the
New Testament; Jesus Christ, the disciples especially Pe-
ter, and the people in general. Because there are three
different characters, this chapter is divided into three
parts. The first section is about the comparision between
Santiago and Jesus Christ. The second section is about the
relation between Manolin and the disciples and the last
section is abcut the other fishermen and the tourists as

‘they are compared to the people involved in the Passion.
A. Santiago

Santiago in the si.ory is parallel to Jesus Christ
in the New Testament. They appear in most events in both
stories. Besides the fact that they are comparable to each
other, there are many ‘hings they have in coﬁmon. In this

section the comparison of Santiago and Jesus Christ focuses
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on three different points.
A.1. A Lonely Man

It is already clear that through most of the e#ents,
like it is already discussed in chapter III, Santiago in
the story is like Jesus Christ in the New Testament. Through
different aspects, there are still many other characteris-
tics or situation they have in common. One of them is that
botﬁ Santiago and Jesus Christ are lonely men during the
tragedy.

In his daily life, Santiago is always with other people.
Though he is not close to all of the other fishermen and
he does not talk too wuch to them, he meets them everyday
in the Terrace, drinking coffee, or beer. And most of the
time the boy, Manolin, accompgies him. He alwéys has some-
one who is always ready to help him anytime he needs help.
The boy always helps him whenever he gets home from fishing.
"Can I offer you a beer on the Terrpace and then we'll take
the stuff home," the boy says. He helps the o0ld man with
anything; carrying the stuff for fishing, foods and also
drinks.

Santiago hving trouble fighting against the marlin
and the sharks, however, he must be by himself. No one is
around him who 'is ready to help him. In the beginning of
" his fishing, he sees séme other fishermen coming off the
_ beach. But, they are far away from him and will mot do

anything if something happens to him. He can only talk to
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the bird which accidentally comes to his skiff. Then he
talks to the things around him. And when he is im serious
trouble, he talks to his cramped arms and bleeding hands.
This one way communication, however, does not completely
drive his lonliness away, but it does his feelings gcod.
It releases his pains and makes him feel a bit better.

Until nearly the end of his struggle when he has only
the rest of his energy, Santiago is by himself. But, until
the time when the boy comes to him that lonliness stays
with him. And in this very matter, Santiago is like Jesus.
What happens to them is alike and they are in a similar
situation and nearly the same condition. They feel the same
thing, lonliness.

Since he was still young, Jesus was almost always with
other people., He lived with ais parents for thirty years
before he started teaching. Once he was by himself when he
was fasting for forty days and nights in the desert. Apart
from this fasting time, he was brought up and lived with
his family. He helped his father as a carpenter.

When he left his family and started teaching, he got
a new companion. First of all, he called his twelve disci-
ples. He helped them and they helped him by liétening to
him, talking to him, and doing what he asked them to do.
They were still following him when his only serious problem
was about to come. Even Peter still wanted to know what
was going to happen to Jesus thbugh he could not do any-

thing for nim tc take him out of his problem. But, wnen he
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had to face his difficulties, Jesus was alone. Those dif-
ficulties were his own problems to overcome. ‘

Some people tried to talk to him, znd he knew that
people were talking about him, but he did not give any
comments. Only when Pilate talked to him did he answer.
Unfortunately, Pilate did not understand what he was talk-
ing about. And this incomprehensible conversation did not
help him al all. Loneliness was still covering hinm.

Jesus was completely exhausted when he was hung on
the cross. It was even difficult for him to breathe, and
with tne last of his energy he said sometrning to God, his
Father, '"Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?" which means, "My
God, my God, why have you deserted me?" This was the strong-
est and clearest expression of his lonliness. He could see
some of his disciples and his mother, but it did not help
him., It was too late and at the end he gave everything to

his Father. "Father, into your hands I commend my spirit".
A.2. A Faithful Man

Besides their lonliness, Santiago and Jesus also have’
their faith and loyalty. They keep their faith with them
through their lonliness. They cannot be converted by other
people nor by their own thoughts. They know and want to do
something else to run away from the problem, but they do
not make it because their faiths stops them. Whatever will
happen to them they decide to stay still with-their diffi-

cluties,
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The o0ld man's loyalty is shown when he is thinking
about baseball instead of about the meaning of his presence.
"Now is no time to think of baseball, he thouéht. Now is
the time to think of only one thing. That which I was born
for". (page 40). It is a very strong decision. He does not
even want to think about the baseball, although for him
baseball is a part of his life. And thinking about it may
take him away from his pains and difficulties. Though he
can think ¢ anything, he does not think of things he likes
or things that make him happy but he thinks of subjects
which are better for him to think. His strongest decision
is made when he is in the middle of his problems. He is
fighting against the fish and sometimes he considere the
fish as his enemies, but his doubt is not strong enough to
make him change his decision. "Perhaps I should not have
been a fisherman, he thought. But that was the thing that
I was born for". (page 50).

He can cut the line to avoid the sharks if he wants.
Hé soes not, however, do it. The people will not be sur-
prised if he goes home and does not catch any fish because
for eighty-four days he has not caught any fish, not even
the small one. He keeps staying with the marlin and its
consequences because his faith grants him pride and dignity.

Jesus felt the same way. His decision;was just too
strong though he was covered with fear. He expressed his
loyalty when Peter said that he would not suffer because

God would protect him. Jesus was very angry with him. He
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said, "Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle in my

path, because the way you think is not God's way but man's."
(Matthew 16.20). Jesus did not even want to think about

this possiﬁlity. He only wanted to think that whatever his
Father wanted to happen to him would happen to him. He
could think about this possibility if he wanted and he
might feel a bit better because it may drive his fear away,
but he did not think about anything else.

When he was prying, there was a crucial argument in
him., His part as a human being was scared and wanted to
say, ''mo", whereas his divine spirit wanted to say, 'yes"
and stay with the problem. Therefore, his loyalty was ex-
pressed in this difficult situation. His spirit was stronger
than his part as a human being that made him decide to
say "yes" and stay with the problem. In the Bible his fear

and his doubt were clearly described.

Then Jesus came with them to a small estate
called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples,
'Stay here while I go over to pray'. He took Pe-
ter and the two sons of Zebedee with him. And
sadness came over him, and great distress. Then
he said to them,'My soul is sorrowful to the point
of death, Wait here and keep awake with me.' And
going on a little further he fell on his face
and prayed. 'My Father,' he said 'if it is possible
let this cup pass me by. Nevertheless, let it be
as you, not I, would have it.' He came back to
the disciples and found them sleeping, and he
said to Peter,'So you had not the strength to
keep avake with me one hour? You should be awake,
and praying not to be put to the test. The spirit
is willing, but the flesh is weak.' Again, a se-
cond time, he went away and prayed: 'My Father,!'
he said 'if this cup cannot pass by without me
drinking it, your will be done!' And he came back
again and found them sleeping, their eyes were
s0 heavy. Leaving them there, he went away again



69

and prayed for the third time, repeating the same
words. Then he came back to the disciples and
said to them,'You can sleep on now and take your
rest. Now the hour has come when the Son of Man
is to be betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get
~up! Let us go! My betrayer is already close at
hand.' (Matthew 26.3%6 - 46).
Christ, as a human being asked for any possibilities to
take the 'cup' away. He knew that for God everything was
possible and he asked for those things. However, it would
not happen because the main message of the crucifixion
would be corrupted. And it was corrupted because the way
it should go was also corrupted. This desperate plea was
balanced by the honesty and testimony of his heart. He was

his Father's and he had to do what his Father wanted him

to do for this was what he was sent for.
A.3., A Defeated Man?

Right at the beginning of the novel it is said, "The
sail was patched ﬁith flour sacks and, furled, it looked
like the flag of permanent defeat'. For eighty-four days
he has not caught any fish. He is definitely salao and
people have got uéed to the fact that the old man has not
caught and will never cztch any fish. If he does, it will
not be a valuable one. People do not think that he is a
good fisherman who knows a lot of tricks about fishing.
They do not even consider him as a fisherman.

After fighting against the marlin and the sharks to
protecf the marlin, his hard work does not promise any

results which are able to create the people's appreciation
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for him. They think more about the old man's sail which is
patched with flour cacks and looks like the flag of perma-
nent defeat. The head and the backbone of the fish do not
change the people's ideas of the old mah. For them, the
old man is an unlucky fisherman, he is a defeated man.

Very few people, especially the other fishermen who
are close to him, particularly Manolin, do appreciate his
hard work. These particular people are able to understand
the meaning of what the old man has been doing. On the
contrary, though the old man does not care much of what
and who they think he is, begins to think that he is a
defeated man. But later in the middle of his struggle he
keeps szying that a man czn be destroyed but not defeated.
For the people, the meaning of a defeated man is that he
is not strong enough to fight against the fish, he even
loses it. By this definition he is, however, a defeated
man. But for the o0ld man himself, a defeated man is a man
who has lost his pride and dignity. When he says that he
'1is a defeated man, he thinks of what people think about
him. Manolin is, however, very much different from them.
He says, "He did not beat you. Not the fish". As one of
those who trust the old man, it is his responsibility to
change the people's opinions about the old uman.

Jesus' experiences were not very much different from
the 0ld man's. Most of the people did not believe him.
They did not understand him and his mission. When he was

hanging on the cross, one of the two criminals who were
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crucified together with him scolded him. "'Are you not the
Christ?' he said. 'Save your-self and us as well.'" Some
passers-by critized him as well. “'He saved others,' they
said 'let him save himself if he is the Christ of God,:the
Chosen one.'" Even Thomas, one of the disciples was not

sure of him.

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the
Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. ‘When
the disciples said,'We have seen the Lord', he
answered, 'Unless I can put my finger iInto the
holes they made, and unless I can pu* my hand
into his side, I refuse to believe'. Eight days
later the disciples were in the house again and
Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but
Jesus came in and stood among them. 'Peace be
with you', he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, 'Put
your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give
me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no long-
er but believe.' Thomas replied, 'My Lord and my
God!' Jesus said to him:

'You believe because you can see me.

Happy are those who have not seen and yet

believe.!' (John 20.24 - 29).
Apart from those people, there are still some who do believe
in him and understand him and his mission. And it is their
responsibility to tell the truth to those who do not believe.
They should stop them thinking that Jesus is just a failed
hero or a defeated man. And in this case, his ressurection
is really important. In his letter to the people in Phili-

ppi Saint Paul said:

His state was divine

yet he did not cling

to his equality with God

but emptied himself

to assume the condition of a slave,
and bec:ome as men are;

and being as all men are,



72

he was humbler yet,

even to accepting death,

death on a cross.

But God raised him high

and gave him the name

which is above all other names

s0 that all beings '

in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld,
should bend the knee at the name of Jesus
and that every tongue should acclaim
Jesus Christ as Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.
(Philippians 2.6 - 11).

B, Manolin

In most events, Manolin, the boy in the story is almost
like Peter the disciple. In most cases this boy represents
Peter obviously through the way he follows Santiago and
through his sharacteristics crected by the situation in
the story. This section talks about his charzcteristics
as he is compared to Peter. And there are two major points
here namely 'a loyal character! anc 'a strong faith'. Those
two points are obvious characteristics that those two

figures, Manolin and Peter, have in common.
B.l. A Loyal Character

A mutual good understanding between Santiago and Ma-
nolin creates a situation where these two characters can
deal with each other. Through such communication their
relationship is going on and it is getting stronger and
stronger from time to time. Manolin's loyalty results in
Santiago's trust in him. Iﬂ-the story, Manolin's loyalty

is proven in everything he does and says toc the old man,
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in the beginning and in the end of the tragedy.

.In the beginning of the story, Manolin helps him carry
the stuff for fishing home. He has voluntarily done this
for months and yeérs since the old mén has taught him how
to fish. Though he stops fishing with him because of his

parents, in his heart he still wants to be with him.

"Santiago," the boy said to him as they climb-
ed the bank from where the skiff was hauled up.
"I could go with you again. We've made some money."

The old man had taught the boy to fish and
the boy loved him.

"No," the o0ld man said. "You're with a lucky
boat. Stay with them."

"But remember how you went eignty-seven days
without fish and then we caught big ones every
day for three weeks."

"I remember," the o0ld man szid. "I know you
you did not leave me because you doubted."

"It was papa made me leave. I am a boy and
I must obey him."

"I know," the o0ld man said. "It is quite
normal "

"He hasn't much faith."

"No," the 0ld man said. "But we have. Haven't
we?"

"Yes," the boy said. "Can i offer you a beer
on the Terrace and then we'll take the stuff
home.* (page 10-11).

And in the evening before the old man goes far away to the
sea, Manolin serves him with the supper. He also prepares
everything that he thinks is needed by the old man. He asks
the old man to wake him up in the morning and he willingly
helps him with the fishing stuff. Moreover, when the old

man does.not go home the next day, he manages to search

for him with the coast guards and with planes.

"Did they search for me?"
"Of course. With coast guard and with planes.™
(page 124).
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He might not do everything by himself, but at least he is
involved in searching for the old man.

Most of 211, Manolin's faith is detribed by the con-

" scious decision that he wants to fish with him again. He

does not czre of luck at 211 though his parents keep tell-
ing him that it is important for a fisherman. His decision
is his own, not his paremnts', and he does not care too

much about them and what they say.

"Now we fish together again.,"

"No. I am not lucky. I am not lucky anymore."

"The hell with luck," the boy said. "I'll
bring the luck with me." (page 125).

In the Bible the wzy Peter cazme to the decision that
he would never leave Jesus is comparable to what Manolin
has done and whatever happens to him. When Jesus called
him and sald that he wanted to make him a fisher of men,
Peter could have laughed him and thought that he was only
joking. But he did follow him and as he ‘was getting to
know more about him, he then trusted him and showed his
loyalty to him by listening, questioning, and doing things
Jesus wanted him to do. Together with the other disciples,
he servég the last supper for him. He became one of the
most loyal disciples.

When Jesus was caught by the soldiers accompanied by
the people, Peter tried to protect him though what he did
was not what Jesus wanted him to do. He hurt one of the

people with a sword.

Simon Peter, who carried a sword, drew it



75

and wounded the high priest's servant, cutting
off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus.
Jesus said to Peter,'Put your sword back in its
scabbard; am I not to drink the cup that the Fa-
ther has given me?* (John 18.10 - 11).

His loyzlty did not sfop here. He was still curious of what
was going *o happen to Jesus, so he followed him from a
distance. But, his part as a human being was not as strong
as‘his spirit. He denied him only because people asked him
whether or not he knew Jesus. He lost his hope in him and
his regret did not make him strong enough to stay with Je-
sus after Jesus had died. He returned to his old job as a
fisherman., If only Jesus had not come to him after his
death, Peter may have been a fisherman for the rest of his
life, But, he became strong again in his faith in him and
this was the time when he made the very strong decision
not to leave him anymore but stay with him forever.

one day after his resurrection, Jesus asked Peter
whether or not he loved him. As Peter said,"Yes", Jesus
said,ﬁFeed my lambs"™, Peter knew the risks of saying "yes"
to him, but herdid not seem to doubt it. He followed him

until the end of his life.
B.2. A Strong Faith

This section is closely related to the previous one,

It is, however, separated because of its different emphasis.

The above section shows the loyalty of the characters as
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it is shown in what snd how Manolin and Peter think about
Santiago and Jesus Christ.

Manolin says when he stops fishing with Santiago that
it is his father who asks him not to go with the o0ld man,
He does not think that Santiago is unlucky but on the con-
trary he thinks that the o0ld man is the best fisherman.
Moreover, he has a strong faith in him and it makes him
stay with the o0ld man. For Manolinmn, Santiago can do things
much better than the other fishermen, though the others
.thinks about him the other way around. And they think he
is not a good fisherman because they do not have enough
faith in him to be able to avpreciate what he has done.

The only difference here is that Manolin has a strong fzith
in the 0ld man whereas the others do not. ind of course

this difference makes a big difference in trezting and deal-
ing with the old man.

Basically the same thing happened to Peter and the
others who followed Jesus. Because they believed in every
word Jesus had told them, they were strengthened. They be-
came strong when they had a strong faith in him. On the
other hand, the people who did not believe him would not
get anything from him, at least that was what they thought.
They could not even appreciate his work and feel how it

worked on them.

He also said to them, 'Take notice of what
you are hearing. The amount you measure out is
the amount you will be given - and more besides;
for the man who has will be given; from the man
who has not, even what he has will be taken away.'
{Mark L4.24 = 25).
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C. The Other Fishermen and the Tourists

In the story, besides Santiago and Manolin, there are
still others who are not really involved in the main plot,
but their presence is necessary. They are the other fisher-
mén and the tourists. They are quite similar to the people
in the Bible who want Jesus to be crucified. This section
talks about the compariscZ between the people in the story
and those in the Bible. There are two importanf topics here,

namely: 'Have No Faith' and 'Do not Try to Understand'.
C.1l. Have No Faith

Like what has been discussed in the previous chapter,
most of the people and the tourists in the story, do not
have faith in the o0ld man. And this is the reason that
they cannot understand and csnnot appreciate what he has
done. When the old man is drinking with them in the Terrace,
for example, some 0of them make fun of him though he does
not care of them. Even after his long fishing, they still
think that he is definitely a éaiao fisherman. They only
think of the bone of the fish instead of the way the old
man is fighting for it against the sharks. If only they
havg faith in him, they might understand more of him.

Some of the tourists are the same as they are. They
think of the bone itself and do not have any idea at all
of who the fisherman is. They do not even ask who he is.

Thereforé, they do not have faith in him and consequently
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they cannot appreciate his work of which he is proud.

That afternoon there was a party of tourists
at the Terrace and looking down in the water
among the empty beer cans and dead barracudas a
woman saw a grezt long white spine with a huge
tail at the end that lifted and swung with the
tide while the east wind blew a heavy stcady sea
outside the entrance to the harbour.

"What's that?'" she asked a waiter and pointed
to the long backbone of the great fish that was
now just garbage waiting to go out to the tide.

"Tiburon," The waiter said. "Eshark." He was
meaning to explain what had happened.

"] didn't know saarks had such handsome,
beautifully formed tails."

"] cdidn't either," her male comparion said.
(pages 126 - 127).

What Jesus wanted from the people wzs that they believed
him. But, they did not believe the tzings they heard from
him unless they could understand tnose things. They wznted
proof that could make them believe him, but he did not zive

them any proof. They wanted signs thst made it easy for

them to understand that *He is the Son of Ged*, but Jesus

did not give them any signs apart from the sign of Jonah.

The crowds got even bigger and he addressed
them, 'This is a wicked generation; it is asking
for a sign. The only sign it will be given is
the sign of Jonah. For just as Jonah became a
sign to the Ninevities, so will the Son of Man
be to this generation. On judgement day the Queen
of the South will rise up with the men of this
generation and condemn them, because she came
from the ends of the earth to near the wisdom of
Solomon; and there is something greater than Sa-
lomon here. On judgement day the men of Nineveh
will stand up with this generztion and condemn
it, because when Jonah preached they repented;
and there is something gre=ter than Jonah here.
(Luke 11.29 - 32).

They did not believe him, moreover they did not even know
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the sign of Jonsh. This undesirable qu=1ity, of course,
alwsys resulted disagreements between what Jesus said and
did and their comprehension. They wanted to accept every-
thing from‘him in their minds instead of in their hearts.

The small thing that Jesus told them was not understand-
able for them and, of course, they did not understand the
essential mezning of the crucifixion. In their f+ith, Jesus

was Jjust a failed hero who was not able to set them free.
C.2. Do Not Try to Understand

It is clezr that because the tourists and the other
fishermen do not have faith in the o0ld man, they disagree
with what the old man has done. Conseguently, they do not
want to know anything about him., When they make fun of him,
they just do it without understanding why he seems funny.
Sometimes there are no reasons for this. And the fact that
he never brings home any fish makes the word 'salao' that
they have given to him strongly attached in their minds
and faiths. The old man is not able to change this condition.

His 'great' work does not mean anything to them because
of the same reason; they do not want to try to understand.
Though it is his last effort to prove-his true dignity to
them, it does not convince most of them. Santiago after
nis struggle is not different from ﬁhe Santiago they knew
before. He is a loser.

Jesus Christ experienced the same pain. It was not

only because the peovle did not hsve faith in him that
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they could not understand him, but more than that they did
not want to understand him. They always tried to find the
weaknesses of what he said and did though sometimes they
did not find them and as a result they-were embarrassed.
It happened when Jesus healed a sick woman on a Sabbath

day.

One sabbath day he was teaching in one of
the synagogues, and a woman w=s there who for
eighteen years had been possessed by a spirit
that left her enfeebled; she was bent double and
quite unable to stand upright. When Jesus saw
her he called her over and said, 'Voman, you are
rid of your infirmity' and he l=id his hands on
her, And at once she straightened up, and she
glorified God,

But the synagogue official was indignant
because Jesus had hesled on the sabbath, and he
addressed the people present. 'There are six days®
he said 'when work is to be done. Come and be
healed on one of those days and not on the Sabbath.
But the Lord answered him., 'Hypocrites!' he said
'Is there one of you who does not untie his ox
or his donkey from the manger on the sabbath and
take it out for watering? And this woman, a
daughter of Abraham whom Satan has held bound
these eighteen years -~ was it not right to untie
her bounds on the sabbath day? When he said this,
2ll the people were overjoyed at all the wonders
he worked. (Luke 13.10 -~ 17).

\ There were many other events when they found that Jesus
was cleverer and wiser than they. But it did not make them
understand him more and believe him. On the contrary, they
hated him more and had him crucified.

Up to the end when Jesus had to prove the truth of
what he had said and done to the people, they did not want
to understand. They were such hard people and their hatred
on him closed their minds and hezrts that they did not be-

lieve him., He did not mean anything for them.
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CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSION

This is the last chapter of the whole thesis and it
is about the general ideas basically concluded from the
analyses diséussed in the previous chapters. This conclu-
sion is divided into two sections. The first omne is con-
cerning with the novel itself as it is compared with the
Bible and as it is the main subject of this work, The se-
cond section is about the writer, Ernest Hemingway, relat-

ed to his christianity and his novel, The Old Man and the

Sea,

A, The Novel

In the story there are some events which are not
chronologically comparable to those in the Bible. The
events about the crown of thorns, for example does not
happen in the same chronological order as in the Bible.
In this case the Bible is used as a point of reference,
The crown bf thorns happens very soon when the o0ld man
feels the straw hat that cuts his forehead. But, in gene-
ral those misplaced events are not of great importances
in the story. The other events are integrative and happen
at the same time as they do in the Bible. There are at
least three important events which strongly support the
plot of the story, namely: the last supper, the mast San-

tiago hold, and the position in which he sleeps after he
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gets home. These three events are inextricable with those
in the Bible, namely: the last supper, the cross born by
Jesus, and the position in which he hangs on the cross.
So, through the events, the story and the Passion are very
- strongly integrated.

The main character, Santiago, sometimes does not symbol-
ize Jesus Christ. When he washes his bloody hands, for
example, he does not act as Jesué: This event signifies
the one when Pilate washes his hands because he does not
want to be responsible for Jesus. So, in this case Santia-
80 acts as Pilate. And when the o0ld man is drinking beer
with the other fishermen, this event does not have any
Christian significance at all. He is a fisherman. Physical-
ly he is not similar to Jesus Christ, "Everything about
him (the o0ld man) was old except his eyes and they were
the same color as the sea and were cheerful and undefeated".
(page 10). On the contrary, Jesus is still young. He is
thirty-four years old at the time of the crucifixion. But,
there are many other aspects that show that Santiago has
characteristics like Jesus'. From the beginning of the
story until the end Santiégo acts as Jesus Christ. These
two figures are clearly integrated with each other.

Manolin and the people (the other fishermen and the
tourists) most of the time syﬁbolize Peter and the masses
in the Bible. One exception is when Mnnolin stops fishing
with the old man because of his parents. In this case, Ma-

nolin does not act as Peter but as one of the people who
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want to follow Jesus. Another exception is that Santiago
does not fight against and for the people, but he fights
for his own dignity. In the Bible, Jesus fights and suffers
for the people by fightiﬁg against them. The fish ( the
marlin and the sharks), though they constitute very import-
ant parts in the story, do not symbolize anything in the
Bible.

In the Bible the resurrection and the appearance of
Christ after he has died are very important. The people
will not believe him unless he comes 10 them again after
his death. But in the story there is no description at
all about those events. The conversation between Santiago
and Manolin after he has got back does not reveal anything
about the resurrection and the appearance. In this case,
it is reasonable because the story has a different way to
ensure the people to believe the o0ld man, that is the bones
of the marlin. These two themes have the same meaning but

they are different in the way they are shown. -

B. The Writer

Ernest Hemingway's actual life cannot easily be separat-
ed from his works. He obviously expresses his contemporary

life in The 0ld Man and the Sea. Santiago, the main cha-

racter, is not more than his own reflection or at-least
he 1s a character that Ernest Hemingway wants to look like.
The generalizstion about Ernest Hemingway's christiam-

ity expressed in the novel is another important topic. The
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inextricablg integration between the novel and the Bible
conveys indications about Hemingway's christianity. When

he was still young, Hemingway was brought up in a strict
Qhristian family and of course to a certain degree»christ~
ianity influences his life. This christian influence was
attached on him through his life although he did not seem
to believe in christianity. His behaviours did not show
that he was a devout christian. As he grew up, he never
wnet to church, never rrayed, and he did not even know how
to pray. In the story Santiago says, "I am not religious'".
This is such a strong statement for Hemingwa2y himself., Al-
though he can say Our Father and Hail Mary zutomatically,
it does not mean that he is religious. It can be the result
of the education he has got in his family. Christianity in
general is well planted in his mind but it is not deep-
rooted in his heart. He knows most of the things that happen
during the Passion and understands some of the christian
lessons in the Bible. But, they do not go into his heart
and as a result he does not believe them. Through the novel

The 0ld Man-2nd the Sea, Ernest Hemingway is christian

more in his mind than in his heart. And when he was writing
the novel, he was ﬁery much influenced by this christian-

ity.
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