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ABSTRACT
Alvin Ginardi. 2010. The Influences of Minor Characters on Harriet’s
Personality Development in Rumer Godden’s The River. Department of English
Letters. Sanata Dharma University Yogyakarta 2010.

This thesis tries to discuss the development of Harriet’s personality in Rumer
Godden’s The River. Harriet’s personality seems to be developed under the
influences of the minor characters. In this study, the characters refer to the people
who live in the Big House in which Harriet lives.
Related to the title of this study, the writer would like to answer the problems:
1) How are the characteristics of Harriet described in this novel? 2) How are the
characteristics of the minor characters described in the novel? 3) How do the minor
characters influence Harriet’s personality development?
To understand the issue of this study, the writer formulated three objectives:
1) To identify the characteristics of Harriet. 2) To find out the characteristics of the
minor characters. 3) To show how the minor characters can influence Harriet’s
personality development.
This thesis writing was an analytical study which used a library research.
The writer used the psychological approach to analyze how the minor characters are
able to influence Harriet’s personality development because the thesis studies the
internal aspect of literary work. The aspect, which is studied in this study, is
character.
The result of this study shows that Harriet’s personality changes into a
maturity in the way of thinking for a grown-up girl because of the influence of the
minor characters. The influence from the minor characters bring great changes in the
way of Harriet’s thinking. The changes in Harriet’s way of thinking can be seen by
the changing of her personality from an extraverted person into introverted person
and also her mature way of thinking. The study concludes that Harriet, as the main
character in Rumer Godden’s novel, experiences personality changes. People in her
surroundings, who have spent times with Harriet most of the time, have a great role
in shaping Harriet’s personality. As time goes by, Harriet finally gets a new
understanding about how she should treat life in a mature way of thinking.
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ABSTRAK
Alvin Ginardi. 2010. The Influences of Minor Characters on Harriet’s
Personality Development in Rumer Godden’s The River. Jurusan Sastra Inggris.
Universitas Sanata Dharma Yogyakarta 2010.

Skripsi ini berusaha untuk membahas perubahan kepribadian Harriet dalam
novel The River karya Rumer Godden. Perubahan ini tampaknya disebabkan oleh
pengaruh tokoh-tokoh lain. Dalam studi ini tokoh-tokoh yang dimaksud adalah
orang-orang yang tinggal di Rumah Utama dimana tempat Harriet tinggal.
Sesuai dengan judul skripsi ini, penulis akan menjawab permasalahanpermasalahan yang muncul, yaitu: 1) Bagaimana tokoh Harriet digambarkan
didalam novelnya? 2) Bagaimana tokoh-tokoh lain digambarkan didalam novel? 3)
Bagaimana tokoh-tokoh lain mempengaruhi perkembangan kepribadian Harriet?
Untuk membahas pokok persoalan studi ini, penulis merumuskan tiga tujuan:
1) Untuk menyelidiki pelukisan tokoh Harriet. 2) Untuk menyelidiki pelukisan
tokoh-tokoh lain. 3) Untuk menunjukan bahwa tokoh-tokoh lain dapat
mempengaruhi perubahan kepribadian Harriet.
Skripsi ini adalah sebuah studi analisis yang menerapkan metode
kepustakaan. Penulis menggunakan pendekatan psikologis untuk menganalisa
bagaimana tokoh-tokoh lain dapat mempengaruhi kepribadian Harriet. Hal ini karena
dalam skripsi ini membahas aspek internal karya sastra. Aspek yang dipelajari dalam
studi ini adalah aspek tokoh-tokoh lain.
Hasil dari studi ini menunjukkan bahwa kepribadian Harriet berubah menjadi
lebih dewasa oleh karena pengaruh dari tokoh-tokoh lain. Perubahan dapat dilihat
dari perubahan kepribadian Harriet dari extravert menjadi introvert. Dari hasil studi
disimpulkan bahwa Harriet, sebagai tokoh utama dalam novel karya Rumer Godden
mengalami perubahan pada kepribadiannya. Orang-orang di sekitarnya yang banyak
menghabiskan waktu bersama Harriet, memiliki peranan besar dalam membentuk
kepribadian Harriet. Seiring dengan berjalannya waktu dan pengalaman hidup yang
dialaminya, Harriet memperoleh suatu pengertian tentang bagaimana ia harus
berbuat dalam kehidupan dalam pola pikir yang jauh lebih dewasa.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
A.

Background of the Study
Human is also called as social creature, which cannot live alone. They always

live together among other which is called society. They are also called people.
People inside this society create conditions which is called as social condition. They
affect each other, whether in thoughts, opinions, culture, ideas, etc which will affect
their personality and psychology as well. However, family is the first society that we
first encountered with. The children immitate the way their parents talk, act, think,
and do, which will affect their personality development. As stated by Dr. Moira
Eastman in her book Family The Vital Factor that ―families have a great impact on
some areas of the moral development of adolescents than peers or school, and they
are a major influence on the style of religious attitudes, practices and beliefs
developed. Also social concern and action are nurtured by certain family
backgrounds‖ (1991: 3). These conflicts among human beings in their family or in
their society are often written in work of literatures. A work of literature is very
useful to make us wiser when we face the same problem in our society.
However, there are several genres of literature, such as: short story, poem,
poetry, drama, and novel. Among the genres of literature, the writer is most
interested in choosing a novel to study because reading a novel can bring us into a
different world and imagination brought by the author of the novel. Reading a
literary work, especially novel, readers often can see thoroughly the characters’ inner
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lives because the author can show us what is going on in a character’s mind and what
the character feels.
According to Laurence Perrine in his book Literature: Structure, Sound, and
Sense,
Literature, then, exist to communicate significant experience—significant
because concentrated and organized. Its function is not to tell us about
experience but to allow us imaginatively to participate in it. It is a means of
allowing us, through the imagination, to live more fully, more deeply, more
richly, and with greater awareness (1974: 556)
Many literary works teach good lessons about human’s life to the readers and
become one of the important things especially for those who love to read. One of the
well known literary forms is fiction, which can be found in novel and play.
One of the important things in a novel is the character, which is also one of
the intrinsic elements of a novel. According to E. Van De Laar and N.
Schoonderwoerd in their book An Approach to English Literature, characters in a
novel must be like actual human beings, they also differ—and must differ—greatly
from them (1963: 166). It is interesting that a character in a novel can be developed,
as stated by De Laar that character in a novel should not be static and there must be
development. Action and incident spring out the character, and having occured, they
change it, so that at the end of a novel a character should have changed, have develop
and it should be different from what it was at the beginning of the novel (1963:171).
Thus, the writer will analyze what type of a family and other characters in the society
that influence the main character in a novel by Rumer Godden The River.
Another credit was given to Rumer Godden’s The River from Louise
Harrington from Cardiff University who said that Rumer Godden is ―One of the
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most widely-read of authors of the twentieth-century. Rumer Godden was always
more of a popular success than a critical one, altough her skills as a storyteller have
always been much admired‖
<http://www.litencyc.com/php/speople.php?rec=true&UID=1774>
Rumer Godden’s book The River which will be the object of analysis of the
writer was also made into a movie in 1951 by a French director Jean Renoir. It
shows that Godden’s work is a high valued literary works. Jean Renoir said, as
quoted from Rumer Godden’s website, ―The River is Rumer Godden's beautiful
tribute to India and childhood, made into a film by the great French Director Jean
Renoir. And in a preface for this edition she explains how this classic tale came to be
written.‖ <http://www.rumergodden.com/theriver.html>
The River is a story about a girl named Harriet who lives in a war era in
India. The people who live around her and the events happened in her childhood life
influenced her way of thinking. Conflicts in her life shows that human being’s
personality are often influenced by conditions around them.
Therefore to analyze the aspects that lead into the development on Harriet’s
personality, the writer will present three problem formulation that will be analyzed in
the fourth chapter.
B. Problem Formulation
1. How are the characteristics of Harriet described in the novel?
2. How are the characteristics of the minor characters described in the novel?
3. How do the minor characters influence Harriet’s personality development?
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C. Objectives of the Study
In this study, the development of Harriet’s’ personality development under
the influence of the minor character, such as: Family, Captain John the soldier, her
maids, her sisters, etc. This study is aimed, firstly, to identify the characteristics of
Harriet. Secondly the study aimed to find out the characteristics of the minor
characters. Finally, the study aimed to show how the minor characters can influence
Harriet’s personality development.
D. Definition of Terms
It is very important to clarify the meaning of certain words to avoid
misunderstanding of the meaning of the words. In this study, some definitions will be
used to clarify some terms.
1. Influence
Hornby in Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of the English Language
defines the term ―influence‖ as ―power to affect somebody’s character, beliefs or
actions through example, fear, admiration, etc (1987: 437)‖
2. Family
As taken from David Cheal’s Glossary term in his book Sociology of Family
Life, Family is a group consisting of people who have close personal relationships
which are believed to endure overtime and across generations. Family relationships
involve careful social construction of links between persons in the past, the present,
and the future. Those links frequently include marriage and descent ties, but they
may include other ties such as adoption and special ritual relationships (2002: 155).
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3. Character
Abrams defines the term ―character‖ as:
The personal presented in a dramatic or narrative work, who are interpreted
by the reader as being endowed with moral and dispositional qualities that are
expressed in what they say – the dialogue – and by what they do – the action
(1985: 23)
The fictional characters based on their roles in the story are divided into two kinds.
As Milligan (1983:155) said in his book The Novel in English: An Introduction, first
is called major character which is a character that appears more often than the other
characters in a story. Usually, from the beginning to the end of the story, those
characters will become the focus. The content of the story is focused on their
experiences. They perform the important role in clarifying the theme of the novel.
Therefore, the success of the novel is counted on the performance of the major
characters. The second is secondary or minor characters are characters that appear in
a certain setting to support the main character.
Thus, the definition of character here is a person that appears in a narrative work and
it has role in it whether being a major or minor character.
4. Personality Development
Larry A. Hjelle and Daniel J. Ziegler (1981: 1-2) in their book Personality
Theories: Basic Assumptions, Research, and Applications explain that ―since 1879
there has been a recognizable science of psychology, and one important part of it is
directly concerned with the problem of understanding human personality. In fact, the
fundamental objective of the study of personality is to contribute significantly to our
understanding of human beings from within the framework of the science of
psychology.‖
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Personality and psychology is correlated and in this thesis writing, the issue
that will be discussed is Jung’s psychological types of extravert and introvert
personality. Also it will be discussed on how the personality can be developed or
changed, as Elizabeth Hurlock (1974:124) in her book Personality Development
explains that ―changes in personality do not occur of their own accord but usually
they are the result of multiple revisions in the thoughts and feelings related to the
person’s concept of self.‖
Therefore, personality development here is the changes in a person’s
personality because of various influences that influenced the person’s thoughts and
feelings.

CHAPTER II
THEORETICAL REVIEW

In this chapter, the writer will present some theories that are considered to be
related to the study will be presented. The theories are divided into four parts. Firstly,
the theories of character are presented to get a better understanding of kinds of
fictional characters. The second is the theories of characterization to get the
knowledge of how studying characters in a story. Finally, the theories about human
personality which is the main topic of this study will be presented and factors that
influencing one‘s personality.
A. Review of Related Studies
Rumer Godden‘s The River is one of her well-known novel in 20th century.
An edited article by Lucy Le-Guilcher from University of Cambridge, said that
―Godden‘s writing from the 1930s onward, such as The River, Black Narcissus, The
Lady and The Unicorn, A Fugue in Time are often drawing on her own experiences
living in India and Britain. Godden establishes a diverse narrative topography that
allows her to engage with issues related to her own uncertain position as an author
representing such nomadic others as gypsies, or taking up the displacements brought
about by international conflict.‖
<http://www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754668282>
The main character in this novel, Harriet, discovers her changing toward her
personality and her biological appearance. Furthermore, the writer found an article
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which is related to this study of personality development on the website entitled
Personality Development - a Biological Perspective on Personality Development,
An infant's or child's biological characteristics bias his environmental
experiences in a number of ways. First, as described earlier, there is
goodness-off it—biologically based characteristics of an infant or child
influence his fit with the environment, which indirectly shapes the quality of
environmental experiences. Second, aspects of an individual's behavior
stemming from his biology may consistently evoke certain types of behavior
in others
<http://social.jrank.org/pages/474/Personality-Development-BiologicalPerspective-on-Personality-Development.html>
There are two issues in the article mentioned on reasons why a personality in a child
can be developed which are biologically based characteristics and individual‘s
behavior. The writer will explain the reasons why a personality in a child can be
developed by the influences of the people around them and the emotions of the child.
B. Review of Related Theories
This part presents the theoretical review which contains the theory of
character and characterization, theory of human personality and the factor
influencing human personality development, theories of emotions. These theories
aim is to see the character of the main character and the influence of the other‘s
character and family on the main character‘s personality development. These theories
are taken from the library and websites in the internet.
1. Theory of Character
A theory of character is needed to approach a literary work, which relates to
the character and his background. Abrams in his A Glossary of Literary Terms
defines characters as the person who are presented in a narrative and dramatic work
who reveals themselves in what they say and by what they do. A character‘s speech
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or action may reveal some of the author‘s ideas (1985: 23). He also said that a
character,
… may remain essentially ‗stable‘, or unchanged in his outlook and his
dispositions, from beginning to end of a work, or he may undergo a radical
change, either through a gradual development or as the result of an extreme
crisis. Whether a character remains stable or changes, the reader of a
traditional, realistic work requires ‗consistency‘ – the character should not
suddenly break off and act in a way not plausibly grounded in his
temperament as we have already come to know it (1985: 23).
The idea of changing character or stable character in a work of literature is also
described by Perrine Laurence in his book Literature: structure, sound, and sense.
Perrine (1974: 71) said that based on the development, a character can be static or
dynamic.
1. Static Character
Static character is the same sort of person at the end of the story as he was at
the beginning, or in another word that the character does not change.
2. Dynamic Character
Dynamic character is someone who is capable to change, maybe a large or
small one, in some respects of his character. It may be for better or worse.
Moreover, to classify the characters in the novel, the writer uses Milligan‘s
(1983:155) classification of fictional characters in his book The Novel in English: An
Introduction. Milligan mentioned two kinds of fictional characters based on their
roles in the story. There are,
1. Major characters
Major characters are characters that appear more often than the other
characters in a story. Usually, from the beginning to the end of the story, those
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characters will become the focus. The content of the story is focused on their
experiences. They perform the important role in clarifying the theme of the novel.
Therefore, the success of the novel is counted on the performance of the major
characters.
2. Secondary or minor characters
Secondary or minor characters are characters that appear in a certain setting
to support the main character.
2. Theory of Characterization
Mary Rohrberger and Samuel H. Woods Jr. in their book, Reading and
Writing about Literature states that, ―Characters have particular personalities and
physical attributes that distinguish them from other characters. The process by which
an author creates the character is called characterization (1971:20).‖
Perrine mentioned two methods in presenting the characters. The first one is
direct presentations (1974: 68). In a direct presentation, the author simply tells the
readers about the characters in the story. In an indirect presentation, the author shows
us the characters in action so that we can infer what they are like from what they
think, they say or they do.
Moreover, M.J Murphy (1972: 161–173) in Understanding Unseens: An
Introduction to English Poetry and the English Novel for Overseas Students provides
nine ways on how the author presents the characters, as follows:
1. Personal Description
Murphy describes what the meaning by personal description is that the author can
describe a person‘s appearance and clothes in the story (1972: 161).
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2. Character as Seen by another
Instead of describing a character directly, the author can describe him through the
eyes and opinions of another (1972: 162).
3. Speech
The author gives an insight into the character of one of the persons in the book
through what the persons says. Whenever a person speaks, whenever he is
conversation with another, whenever he puts forward an opinion, he is giving the
reader some clues to his character (1972: 164).
4. Past Life
Letting the reader learn something about a person‘s past life can give the reader a
clue to events that have helped to shape a person‘s character. This can be done by a
direct comment by the author, through the person‘s thoughts, through his
conversation or through the medium of another person (1972: 166).
5. Conversations of Others
The author can also give the reader a clue to a person‘s character through the
conversations of other people and the things they say about him. People do talk about
other people and the things they say often give us a clue to the character of the
person spoken about (1972: 167).
6. Reactions
The author can give the reader a clue to a person‘s character by letting the reader
know how that person reacts to various situations and events (1972: 168).
7. Direct Comment
The author can describe or comment on a person‘s character directly (1972: 171).
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8. Thoughts
The author can give the reader direct knowledge of what a person is thinking about.
It can be seen by the readers but cannot be seen by other characters in the story
(1972: 171).
9. Mannerism
The author can describe a person‘s mannerisms and habits, which may also tell us
something about his character (1972: 173).
It is rather difficult to judge the characteristic of a character in a novel, but
using Murphy‘s nine ways to judge from the personal description, character as seen
by another, speech, past life, conversation of others, reactions, direct comment,
thoughts, and mannerism, it will be easier to see how the author present the
characteristic of a character.
3. Human Personality
Larry A. Hjelle and Daniel J. Ziegler (1981: 6) said that personality has been
viewed as the individual‘s most striking or dominant characteristics. Also Larry and
Daniel (1981:7) summarized the common definitions of personality theories from
various experts‘ conceptions in three points. The first point is that ―personality is an
abstraction based on inferences derived from behavioral observation‖ (1981: 7). The
second point is that ―it is only through the study of personality that the special
properties or combination of properties that distinguish one person from another can
be made clear‖ (1981:7). The third point is that ―personality represents and evolving
process subject to a variety of internal and external influences, including genetic and
biological

properties,

social

experiences,

and

changing

environmental
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circumstances‖ (1981:7). Observing the main character in a literary work can be
looked by its personality. From its personality, readers can see clearly the person or
the main character in the literary works and therefore they can understand the
characteristics of the main character.
The writer also applies Jung‘s two basic attitudes from his psychological
types theory, extraversion and introversion, as quoted from Jeff and Gregory Feist‘s
book entitled Theories of Personality (2009 : 115) Jung insisted that ―each person
has both an introverted and an extraverted attitude, although one may be conscious
while the other is unconscious.‖ and also quoted from David Keirsey and Marilyn
Bates‘ book entitled Please Understand Me: Character & Temperament Types
(1978: 101 – 106) that ―children are also having extraversion vs. introversion theory
as one the basic temperament.‖ Therefore, the writer will define extraversion and
introversion from Jeff et al and David‘s book as below:
1. Introverted Character
According to Jung as quoted from Jeff at al‘s book (2009:116), introverts are
tuned in to their inner world with all its biases, fantasies, dreams, and individualized
perceptions. In children‘s case, according to David Keirsey is that introverted child
is likely to hold back when faced with something or someone unfamiliar. They tend
to be shy, quiet, less intrusive, and slower in responsiveness, musing over an idea or
object, absorb qualities before communicating a reaction. They desire spaces which
is private in the mind and private environmental places.
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2. Extraverted Character
In contrast to introversion, according to Jung quoted from Jeff at al‘s book
(2009:116) is that extraverts are more influenced by their surroundings than their
inner world and they are more focus on the objective attitude while suppressing the
subjective. Extravert children, according to Jung, are overly suspicious of the
subjective attitude, whether their own or that of someone else. Moreover, according
to David‘s (1978: 101-102) observation on children temperament is that extraverted
child is sociable and likely to approach something or someone unfamiliar without
hesitation. They usually have better understood and relates well and easily to others,
tends to be responsive, expressive, and enthusiastic. In consequence, the extravert
grows up with fewer doubts about himself than does the introvert.
Even though extraversion and introversion is very different in every aspect, it
is possible that in a single person is having both psychological types. Gregory and
Jeff Feist (2009: 116) said that ―people are neither completely introverted nor
completely extraverted. However, psychologically healthy people attain balance of
the two attitudes, feeling equally comfortable with their internal and their external
worlds‖.
a. Factors Influencing Human Personality Development
In this section, the writer will apply Elizabeth Hurlock‘s research studies
about personality determinants in her book Personality Development (1974:141)
points out eight determinants that are responsible for influencing self-concept and
characteristic pattern of adjusting to life. Those eight determinants are coming from
physical, intellectual, emotional, social, aspirations and achievements, sex,
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educational, and family. The writer found three out of eight determinants on The
River‘s main character personality development. Those are emotional, family, and
social.
i. The Influence from Self Emotions
According to Hurlock (1974:203) ―emotions, whether fleeting or persisting,
color the individual‘s perception of himself and his environment and affect his
behavior. By determining what his characteristic pattern of adjustment to life will be,
they affect his personality.‖ Hurlock (1974: 203) also said that ―the intensity and
duration of an emotion determine how it will affect the personality.‖
Clarke, Alison, Susan Friedman, and Joanne Kach in their book Child Development
(1985: 293) present several kinds of emotions, but the writer will only present three
kinds of emotions that experienced by Harriet, the main character of The River, as
below:
1. Fear
Clarke et al (1985: 276) remarks that fear is a set of differentiated, care,
emotions that exists from birth to death. Clarke and her colleagues regard this
emotion as the most dangerous of the emotions (1985:265) because people may die
of it and also people may experience ―perceptual changes‖ that narrow their vision,
slow their thinking, and freeze their movement only because of fear (1985:265).
2. Guilt
Clarke et al (1985:559) remarks that a sense of guilt comprises the feelings of
having committed in a sin, done something evil, and of being generally in the wrong
and deserving punishment.
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3. Empathy
Clarke et al (1985: 288-290) said that empathy may arise when an individual
imagines how he feels to be in another person‘s place. One experiencing this feeling
might feel to be motivated to help others whom he sees in distress. In young children,
response to someone‘s distress is not only with negative feeling but also with active
attempts to comfort or help. While in older children, the response is with ―more
appropriate gestures of aid‖ and they are more inclined to help.
ii. The Influence from Family
Hurlock (1974: 352) states that ―the pattern of personality development in the
young child is established primarily within the framework of his relationship with
parents. During the children earliest years the parents constitute the chief social
influences which the child experiences.‖ Human personality develops and changes
continuously throughout the life-span. The most remarkable part during the
childhood years is the development and it is determined mostly by the parent-child
relationship. It is also true that parents is the most influential figures for a child,
because home is the first social environment that child‘s encountered with where
parents live in it. The home and the family will determine child‘s first attitudes
toward people and social activities. Therefore, parents play the dominant role in
shaping the children‘s personality patterns.
The Ways Family Influences One’s Personality
Hurlock in her book Personality Development states that there are two ways
where the family influences personality development of a child. The first way is
direct influence which comes from the child-training methods that the parents used to
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shape the personality pattern and the communication of interest, attitudes, and values
between family members (1974:352). Through the child-training methods, parents
can direct their children to conform the approved pattern they like or that of the
social group with which they are identified. While through communication, parents
may transmit values and attitudes by telling their children how they should feel and
behave in different situations or by showing the qualities of other people, things, and
situations that their children should value (1974: 352-353). The second way is
indirect influence which comes from the identification with family members whom
children admire, respect, and love, and whom they either consciously or
unconsciously imitate (1974: 353). Children may develop a personality pattern
similar to that of their parents, for instance: children with warm and affectionate
parents usually become social person and will show warmth and affection for people
outside the home as well as in it. They also may imitate their siblings whom they are
constantly associated with. It also possible that children imitate their playmates, but
commonly they imitate their parents or siblings more that they do with their
playmates for children associations with parents and siblings are so close.
iii. Environmental Influences and How it Influenced
Another aspect that can influence one‘s personality is by the environment in
which the individual lives. It can be the people outside the home that may have a role
in shaping one‘s personality (Hurlock, 1974: 234). Also Hurlock (1974:234) said that
―many young children, as reported, are more influenced by adults outside the home
than by parents or other relatives.‖ Furthermore, Hurlock explains that the adults
outside the home may also affect young children‘s social attitudes and behavior.
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When children associate with people older than they are, they will strive to keep up
with them, and by doing so, develop more mature patterns of behavior than their age
mates (1974: 234). Social attitudes and behavior of children might be influenced by
the children with whom they associate with.
C. Theoretical Framework
To analyze the problems in this study, the writer apply Perrine‘s (1974:71)
theory of dynamic character because the character of Harriet shows the qualities of
developing character. Also the writer will use theory of character & Temperament in
child from David‘s book Please Understand Me: Character & Temperament Types
(1978: 101 – 106). While to understand the characters that represent Harriet‘s family
and environment, the writer use M.J Murphy‘s nine ways on how the author presents
the characters (1972:161-173).
Also, in understanding the character of Harriet who changes in her
personality, and the characters in the novel who play the roles as Harriet‘s family and
the other minor characters that give contribution to her personality development, the
writer apply Perrine‘s theory of characterization (1974:68-69). The direct and
indirect presentations are used to get knowledge of characters that represent Harriet,
Harriet‘s family and the other minor characters as presented by the author—Rumer
Godden.
To analyze how family and the other minor characters influence Harriet, the
writer applies Hurlock‘s theory of factors influencing one‘s personality (1974:234353). Hurlock theory of factors that might influence one‘s personality development
shows that people have a large impact on one‘s personality development. People here
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can be classified into two groups—family and people outside the home with whom
one associates.
Theories of some emotions also can help me to understand some emotions
that grow in Harriet as a result of her life and relationships with the people around
her. Some emotions, namely guilt, shame, fear, and empathy, are experienced by
Harriet and give contribution to her personality development.

CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY

In this chapter, there are three main parts. First is object of the study. It will
talk about the focus of the study. Second is approach of the study. It will talk about
the approach that will be used in this thesis. The last part is method of the study. It
will talk about the steps that will be employed in analyzing the problem formulation.
A. Object of the Study
The object of the study is Rumer Godden’s novel entitled The River. It was
published in 1946 by Michael Joseph Ltd, while the book that the writer analyze was
published in 1966 by Mayflower-Dell Paperback. The novel consists of 128 pages
that are divided into 20 short chapters. These chapters can be divided into three
stages. The first stage is from chapter 1 to 3; the second stage is from chapter 4 to 10;
and the final stage is from chapter 11 to 20. The first section is introducing the
characters in the novel and their characteristics. The second section tells about the
social and environment condition in the novel, the main character’s characteristics,
thoughts, behavior, and her development from a child to a teenager, and also her love
to Captain John. The last section tells about the death of Harriet’s brother and her
feeling guilty of it, and Captain John ends the story by take a romantic stroll with
Harriet.
B. Approach
To analyze the problem formulated in this study, the writer apply
psychological approach because in this study the writer is going to find out the
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personality development of Harriet ~the main character of Rumer Godden’s The
River~, starting from the time she is a pre-teenage girl to the time she becomes a
grown up teenage girl, which seems to be influenced by some people around him.
Analyzing an individual’s personality development, it is necessary to deal with
psychological aspect.
Thus, it will be proper to apply psychological approach because a better
understanding of a human’s personality can be achieved. Personality is one of the
subjects of psychology. It involves patterns of behaviors, personality, and feelings.
Therefore, psychological approach will help me to find out the issue of this study
because it views a literary work based on psychological interpretation. According to
Rohrberger and Woods (1971: 13), psychological approach is an approach to
literature that containing effort to locate and demonstrate certain recurrent patterns
and which refers to a different knowledge –that is psychology. It is applied when the
attention is focused on psychological interpretation to increase the understanding and
appreciation of literature.
C. Method of the Study
The method of the study that the writer used for collecting data was library
research. The writer referred to some books that were related to the novel and the
topic of the study. The data were divided into two classes, the primary data and the
secondary data. The primary data were taken only from Rumer Godden’s novel
entitled The River, while the secondary data were taken from some books which
utilized to support this study or which were related to the problem formulations that
should be analyzed.
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The first thing in doing this study was reading the novel of Rumer Godden,
The River, thoroughly and taking some notes from chapter to chapter to get better
understanding. After reading the novel, the writer found an interesting thing in the
main character, Harriet, and decided to analyze her character for the study.
Furthermore, for the secondary data, the writer tried to find criticism of the
novel and the author found in various websites in the internet. The writer did not find
any books that criticize Rumer Godden nor her work The River. Furthermore, some
books related to the setting, character and personality also became the secondary data
of this study. The secondary data are taken from various sources; Family The Vital
Factor, Literature: structure, sound, and sense Handbook to Literature, An
Approach to English Literature, The Novel in English: An Introduction, Personality
Theories: Basic Assumption-Research-and Applications, Personality Development, A
Glossary of Literary Terms, Reading and Writing about Literature, Understanding
Unseens: An Introduction to English Poetry and the English Novel for Overseas
Students, Theories of Personality, Please Understand Me: Character &
Temperament Types, Child Development. All those books help me to analyze the
problems of this study.
Before analyzing the problem of this study, first the psychological theories
concerning the topic are presented. For the analysis of the problems, first the writer
will try to reveal the characters that represent the other characters around Harriet,
including her family and also the social condition at that time influencing Harriet
personality development. Then, the next step is to examine their influences on the
personality development of Harriet. The data of the problem can be found in the text
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of the novel, by examining the relationships of those characters with Harriet and their
influences towards Harriet. In the second part of analysis, the psychological theories
will be applied. After collecting the data, Harriet’s personality development in the
story which develops under the influence of the social condition and the other
characters around her will be analyzed in the third part of the analysis. To support the
analysis of the problems of this study, incidents and dialogues from Rumer Godden’s
The River will be used as proofs or evidence.

CHAPTER IV
ANALYSIS

In this chapter, the writer will firstly discuss the characteristics of Harriet to
explore her good and bad characters. Secondly the discussion of family condition and
the characteristics of other minor characters will be presented. Finally, the discussion
of how family condition and the other minor characters can influence Harriet‘s
personality development will be clarified to know which characters of Harriet clearly
developed. However, in order to know the characters presented by the author, M.J.
Murphy (1972: 161-171) stated that we can consider from nine ways and those are
personal description, character as seen by another, speech, past life, conversations of
others, reactions, direct comment, thoughts, and mannerism.
A. The Characteristics of Harriet
Referring to Perrine‘s theory of characterization (1974:68-69), Rumer
Godden‘s The River describes Harriet, the main characters, in an indirect
presentation. She describes the main character in action. While other characters
around Harriet are described in direct presentation. Godden tells us about them
through Harriet who tells what they are like and tells some of their qualities.
Furthermore, David Keirsey and Marilyn Bates theory in his book Please
Understand Me: Character & Temperament Types (1978: 101 – 106) will help the
writer to examine the characteristics of Harriet. The writer finds out that the main
character, Harriet, has an Extravert characteristic. Fact by fact about why Harriet has
an extravert character will be described further in the next paragraph.
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David Keirsey and Marilyn Bates in their book Please Understand Me:
Character & Temperament Types (1978: 101) said that ―Extraverted child is
sociable. They usually have better understood and relates well and easily to others,
tends to be responsive, expressive, and enthusiastic.‖ The writer will show why the
main character, Harriet, is an extravert person. Harriet is an expressive kind of child,
for instance when her mother said about quiet Christmas because of war, Harriet
responded straight away before the other character respond.
It was nearly Christmas, ―It must be a quiet Christmas,‖ said Mother as she
had said about winter. ―A quiet Christmas, and you must be content with little
presents.‖
The war again, thought Harriet angrily. She wanted Christmas to have its full
panoply; she wanted the right to be happy and excited without this horrible
onus of caring other people, the hungry children, the wounded soldiers, the
women left without husbands and fathers (p.61-62)
This is what makes Harriet so special for a young girl who has a very critical thought
about the social condition and the events that occurred around her.
―And even if there isn‘t a war, it is just the same,‖ she said. ―There are always
hurt people and starved people, and beaten people and misery.‖ (p.62)
Another fact that shows she is an expressive person is that she always questioning
everything about something that disturb her mind, for example when Nan
unintentionally said that Captain John will leave Harriet‘s house, and Harriet asked
Nan using why and what questions straightaway, and it is clearly seen in this
dialogue:
―I don‘t know. We must pray for him. He will go on when he is ready,‖ said
Nan.
―Go on? Where?‖ asked Harriet, but Nan did not say.
Instead, she added in her admonitory seeing-through-Harriet voice, ―Now you
are not to go saying anything to him, Harriet.‖
―As if I would,‖ said Harriet indignantly, but she knew that Nan was right
and that probably her curiosity would get the better of her. (p. 24)

26

Every time Harriet examined something that she does not understand it, she will find
anyone who could explain to her and make it clear, and also she would risk a chance
to ask Captain John (p.34). Even sometimes in the night, Harriet thought about death
of her father, her mother, or Nan‘s (p.39). All these thoughts are like cracks in
Harriet‘s unconsciousness as she was growing into maturity (p.41). Also, Harriet
always tried to get information about something she does not know, and people feel
that she is too compulsive. As in when her pig was dead, she annoyed so many
people with her questions. The last person she asked is always Captain John, and her
curiosity got the better of her sense (p.45). Because there was no one she could talk
to like him (p.51).
Also David (1978: 105) said that extraverted child tends to be responsive and
enthusiastic. Harriet is a responsive person. she often disturbed the other family
member, because Harriet is a kind of person who always shared things in her mind
and never keep it for herself. She often asked herself and the others what she shall do
when she is grown-up, and what it will be like (p. 19). Also when her breasts are
growing up which she thought that it was a lump (p.54).
Harriet is also an enthusiastic kind of child. For instance when her mother
explained about being a mother and having babies and Harriet never heard this
before, she enthusiastically asked her mother with questions.
―Because you see, Harriet, the bearing of children, for the man you love, and
who loves you, is very precious and sanctified work.‖
―Do you love father?‖ asked Harriet immediately.
―Yes,‖ said mother, ―I am glad to say I do.‖
At that small statement, typical of her mother, the conversation became
suddenly and intimately true. Harriet felt a surge of love for her. She put her
hand, but Bea still sat aloof, still as if she were angry.

27

Harriet was unable to prevent herself from talking, from forcing this on.
―But – having babies, doesn‘t it hurt – horribly?‖
Harriet is always questioning about everything that puzzled her mind and being
critical of it, as David (1978: 105) said thinker child ―likely to ask for objective
explanations for everything.‖
As David said that extraverted child is sociable (1978: 101), so the need of
social relationship is very important to extraverted child. The main character in this
novel, Harriet, is in dilemma of what kind of world that she belongs to. Her sister,
Bea, is no longer her playmate because of the level of maturity, while her brother,
Bogey, is still a child and playful. The more she tries to play with Bogey, the more
she feels that Bogey is too small for her to be play with, and this mean, Harriet is
being alone because whatever she started to do with Bogey, he eventually and
cheerfully left Harriet alone and after few minutes Harriet would look up for him and
there would be no Bogey.
―I am too big to play with Bogey,‖ said Harriet angrily. ―You are too small
for Captain John,‖ said Nan (p.59).
Harriet needs people to share with, playing with, because she needs social contact.
Especially that she is in the age of puberty, where everything is changing, physically,
attitude, and way of thinking.
―Half of Harriet wanted to stay as a child; half wanted to be a grownup.‖(p.19)
Her family is too busy with their business and Captain John and the housemaid are
the people for Harriet and her sisters to share stories. There are several things that
happened in her life that develop her character into an inferior type of person. As
Hurlock (1974: 234-353) said that ―people may have the roles in influencing one‘s

28

personality development.‖ The influences come mostly from her family condition.
Thus, with all of Harriet‘s characteristics mentioned above, she was just a little girl
with a childish attitude who always curios about almost anything that happens
around her.
B. The Characteristics of Minor Characters
Godden‘s The River contains three major kinds of characters—Harriet,
Harriet‘s family, and characters outside her family. Milligan (1983:155) considers
their roles in the story. They are major characters when the story focuses on them
from the beginning to the end, while they are secondary or minor when they become
the background of the major ones. Harriet, the major character in this novel has been
discussed in the earlier section.
In this second section of this chapter, the writer will observe the minor
characters who give influence to her. The minor characters are classified into family
and the other minor characters because the story started introducing the character of
Harriet who lives with her family and is continued by Harriet‘s interaction with the
other minor characters. Thus, to understand the characters that represent Harriet‘s
family and other minor characters, the writer will examine what Harriet says about
them and their qualities from what they say and do.
1. Harriet’s Family
David Cheal (2002: 155) said ―Family is a group consisting of people who
have close personal relationships which are believed to endure overtime and across
generations. Family relationships involve careful social construction of links between
persons in the past, the present, and the future. Those links frequently include
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marriage and descent ties, but they may include other ties such as adoption and
special ritual relationships.‖ So in this section the writer will describe those who are
only in the family.
a. The Parents
Harriet found her family maddening (p.20) because her father was too busy
with the big family and his business, and he has no special time to be with Harriet or
any of his children. Also her mother was busy too with the house, the family, the
servants, notes, letters, accounts, and also she will having another baby soon.
However, sometimes her mother still spends her time with her daughters, taught
them about life and womanhood. She talks about how women have to make their
bodies fit to bear children for the man they love (p.85). She is also angry with Harriet
after looking at her dress that was full of stains and marks because she was playing in
the garden like a small girl (p.83).
―I want to talk to you,‖ said mother. ―I think you are old enough to have this
talk with me.‖
Harriet, as a matter of fact, was not at all old that morning. She looked down,
as she sat, at her brown scratched knees with their sprinkling of golden hairs,
and at the shortness of her green-and-white checked gingham dress. The dress
bore all the stains and marks of that morning‘s experiences: papaya – juice –
from – breakfast – Prussian –blue – from – painting – the sea – of – Azov – a
– little – torn – hole – from – climbing – trees – a – long – mark – from –
falling – down – while – chasing – Bogey – on – the – dewy – lawn.
Mother was looking at the dress too. ―What have you been doing, Harriet??‖
Harriet hung her head, ―Playing.‖
―A big girl like you! Perhaps you had better not stay,‖ said mother. ―Perhaps
you are not old enough. I will talk to Bea.‖ (p.83)
Harriet‘s mother is trying to tell Harriet that she is already a big girl and should
behave like big girls do. However, there are not much said further about the parents
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in the novel, because as we can see that they are putting less time to share with
Harriet and her siblings.
Father was too busy to have any special time to spare for Harriet or any of
them; mother was busy too with the house, the servants, notes and letters and
lessons and accounts; and besides, she was having another baby soon and had
not to be disturbed (p.20-21).
b. The Elder Sister
Bea, Harriet‘s sister, has an indifference character as a grown up girl. She
ignores almost everyone including her younger sister, Harriet. Nevertheless, she still
needed Bea. Harriet considered Bea as her mentor, her help, and her confidante, her
guide, and her public opinion. In any circumstances, Harriet tried to attract Bea‘s
attention (p.61). There will always be the big one and the small one in every brothers
and sisters relationship. The big ones tend to ignore the small ones, while the small
one tries to attract the big one all the time. As in when Harriet wrote a fable of a frog
and shows it to Bea, Bea had not any great desire to look at it and Bea is more likely
to mock her writings.
She painted a picture; it was of a lotus on blue water, and when it was done,
looking at it critically, she could see that it was nothing like lotus; it was
more like a pig in bluish mud. She did not show that to Bea. ―I am not a
painting person,‖ said Harriet, ―I am a writer,‖ and she tried for a little while
to recapture the status of the poem she had written under the cork tree;
She wrote a book, at least the beginnings of a book, and it kept her happy for
some days, then show it to Bea, who had not any great desire to look at it.
―Queer children!‖ commented Bea.
―This is a book about frogs,‖ said Harriet huffily.
―Well you should say so.‖
―You are supposed to understand that from reading the book.‖
―Well, I didn‘t,‖ said Bea.
It was no good. This was a thoroughly tiresome time, and Harriet could not
do anything with it (p.61).
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As we can see that Harriet is trying so hard to attract her sister‘s attention and
nothing she could do to attract her because she is her elder sister, the one who should
have supported her in every condition and teach her how to behave like a grown up
girl.
c. The Younger Brother
Harriet‘s younger brother, Bogey, is the third children in the family and he is
the only son in the family. Bogey is a very unique young boy. He liked things to be
alive, for example when he played armies with insects not with toy soldiers. Harriet
and Bogey have similar personality. They both like to spend their most of the time at
the house garden. Bogey likes to play with insects in the garden, and Harriet spends
her most of the time under the cork tree to write her own works of literature. They
both needed each other to play around with.
He was absorbed in a completely happy and private life of his own, and
though he occasionally needed Harriet, it was seldom for long. His best game
was going-round-the-garden-without-being-seen, and that hid him even from
her. He always being stung or bruised or bitten, but he managed to contain his
wounds as Bea did her difficulties.
―You will get into trouble one of these days,‖ said jealous, discontented
Harriet, but he only smiled and she sensed that he referred to get into his own
trouble himself. It was just not possible to play with Bogey (p.21-22).
Unfortunately, Harriet cannot grow up together with Bogey. It is because Bogey
ignored his parents warning to let his parents know if there is any sign of snakes in
the house garden. Because if his ignorance, he died after being bitten by a cobra in
the neck right below his cheek.
―Bogey, you know I am sure we ought to tell. We are supposed to tell if we
see a snake in the garden‖
Bogey had not heard. He was still squatting, still waiting, and the whole of
him intent on the snake hole. It was not that Bogey disobedient as much as
blithely unaware he had been told.
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―Oh well!‖ said Harriet, ―we haven‘t seen it yet, and it isn‘t really in the
garden. It is in the peepul tree.‖ (p. 34)
Bogey‘s death causes a psychological shock toward Harriet and also guilty feeling
for her brother‘s death. As his sister, Harriet failed to take care of her only little
brother and it will be an unforgettable painful memory for the rest of her life ahead.
Later on it will be explained in the third section of this chapter about how this
accident influenced Harriet.
2. Other Minor Characters
Besides family, people outside the family member are another factor that
might influence an individual‘s personality development. According to Hurlock
(1974: 234), people outside one‘s home, or in other words the environment of an
individual, may have roles in shaping one‘s personality.
In Godden‘s The River, readers will find two minor characters that have roles
in shaping Harriet‘s personality. The two minor characters that the writer will
analyze is the main character‘s house maid that is very close to the main character
and also the neighbor Captain John. To gain information about the character of them,
the writer is using M.J. Murphy‘s (1972: 161–173) character as seen by another,
speech, conversation to others, thoughts and mannerism that are described by the
author.
a. Nan
As described by the main character, Harriet, Nan is the housemaid in
Harriet‘s house and with whom she spends her most time. She appears not just as a
maid to Harriet, but as an advisor of life lessons and other perspective of life. She is a
local female where Harriet lives.
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Nan, the old Anglo-Indian, who was thin, small, very dark, with a fine brown
skin that was slack and tired now and showed bluish shadows and pouches
under her eyes (p. 29).
Nan is not just an ordinary housemaid. Harriet considered her as a sample of a
perfect mature woman
Nan had completed her hard womanhood, and she had managed to shed her
troubles. She had reclaimed, through living and service, what Victoria had
not yet lost (p. 29-30).
Nan appeared more in the novel than Harriet‘s mother and it proves that a defined
role of a mother was replaced by a housemaid. Readers can see the dialogue of three
children in the family having conversation without their mother but only with Nan—
the housemaid. Nan is helping Harriet to understand the future life of a person.
What shall I be? Thought Harriet, fascinated…
She was thinking of the people she knew, of Nan and Father and Mother and
Dr. Paget and Captain John. They are nothing important, thought Harriet
wondering. Why? They did not seem to mind.
But I want to be important. I will be. ―Perhaps I shall be a great dancer,‖ she
said aloud, ―or a politician and make speeches.‖
―I thought you were going to be a poet,‖ said Bea.
―Well… I am a poet,‖ said Harriet.
―You will be what you are. You will have to be,‖ said Nan, ―In the end
everyone is what they are.‖
―But how shall I know?‖ cried Harriet, chafing.
―You will find out as you grow,‖ said Nan, (p. 19 - 20).
Every question of life, death, religion, Harriet always ask Nan first, because Harriet‗s
parents was too busy with their business. As we can see from the dialogue when
Harriet is confused about where do people go after death.
Nan said if you were good you died and went to heaven. ―To Paradise.‖
Mother, not so certainly, half-heartedly, lent some support to that. Nan was
quite certain (p. 40).
After her brother‘s death, seems that every people in the house have just forgotten
about it so quickly. Harriet feels so sick about it because she does not understand
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why people going on as if there is nothing happened. The writer believes that a
mother figure is supposed to explain why people must go on with their life and forgot
the past but in the story Harriet‘s mother seems ignore this kind of things and she just
go on with her busy daily activities. Only Nan was there in the nursery who explains
things that Harriet does not understand.
Harriet came into the nursery and there was Nan just as before, making
buttonholes for Victoria. Harriet stopped, and her sickness came back again.
―What is it Harriet?‖
―It is so—horrid—so cruel,‖ Harriet burst out.
Nan went on with her sewing.
―Going on and on. We go on as if nothing had happened,‖ wept Harriet.
―No we don‘t,‖ said Nan. ―All we do is to go on. What else are we to do,
Harriet?‖
―It is as if we had wiped Bogey away. Look at you, making button-holes!‖
wept Harriet.
―What do you think I should do?‖ asked Nan quietly.
―That is just it,‖ Harriet could not hold her tears.
―It happens, and then things come round again, begin again, and you can‘t
stop them. They go on happening, whatever happens.‖
―Yes, they go on happening‖ said Nan, ―over and over again, for everyone,
sometime, Harriet.‖
Harriet sat down on the floor, and wiped her eyes on the back of her hand.
She felt hollowed with her unhappiness, and then, as she sat there, leaning
against Nan‘s chair …
(p. 100)
As we can see above that Nan is not just giving a figure of a mother to Harriet but
also Nan becomes Harriet‘s best friend. Nan plays the role in Harriet‘s personality
development on Harriet‘s way of thinking. It will be explained further of what she
has done towards Harriet‘s personality development in the third section.
b. Captain John
The second person whom Harriet spends most of her time is Captain John.
Lucky Harriet, soon after Captain John‘s arrival in her neighborhood, finally
someone gives her attention and appreciates her work of literature. Captain John is a
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wounded soldier and come to stay in Harriet‘s House trying to recover from his
wound.
Captain John had come because he had to try to pick up again the threads of
living and of earning his living. He had been a prisoner of war and escaped,
only to go for more than a year to hospital. He had been tortured in the
prison, and he was wounded before he went there (p. 13-14).
Captain John becomes a handicap after wounded in the battle field, which is why he
becomes uncertain about his life.
He was a young man, or had been a young man, but now his stiff grey face
was any age; he had a stiff body, one leg was amputated at the hip, and he
had a heavy artificial one that made him more jerky still (p. 14).
However, because of his maturity and his gentlemen‘s charm, the Girls in the house
are trying to grab his intention. Harriet feels that there is no one that she could talk to
like Captain John.
Now Harriet began to think a great deal about Captain John. What was wrong
with him? ...
Though he was loosed, among people again, he was not like other people, ...
There was no one she could talk to like Captain John.
... ―When he talks to me he looks quite strong and rested. He doesn‘t when
he talks to Bea (p. 51)‖
He is not just a mature person but he is also respectful man. He respects Harriet‘s
idea even though it is a childish idea. For instance, when Harriet is confused about
being born again and asked Captain John to explain it to her the idea of being born
again. Captain John was at that time relaxing on the verandah. At first he refuses to
explain and did not willing to answer, but because Captain John is a respectful man,
he does his best to pleased Harriet with his idea.
He was leaning on the verandah rail, idling, looking at the sun and the
flowers, quiet and dreaming.
―Captain John,‖ said Harriet, interrupting him. ―I want to talk to you.‖
―Must you?‖ he said lazily.
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―Yes, I must; about being born.‖
He still did not seem willing. ―Can‘t you talk to Bea or Nan about that,
Harriet? I can‘t talk about being born.‖
―My idea,‖ said Captain John ―isn‘t very different from Victoria‘s, though
she didn‘t mean hers in this way. I have an idea,‖ said Captain John, ―that we
go on being born again and again because we have to, with each thing that
happens to us, each new episode.‖
―What is and episode?‖
―It really means an incident … between two acts.‖
―I don‘t understand.‖
―Call it an incident, a happening. With each new happening, perhaps with
each person we meet if they are important to us, we must either be born
again, or die a little bit; big deaths and little ones, big and little births.‖
Also when Harriet was playing kite with Ram Prasad, the house security, Captain
John helped her controlled the kite. But when it was sunset, Harriet winds the kite
down indicating that she bringing it down. Captain John wondered why she bringing
it down because it is not dark yet. And Harriet answered,
―I always like them to be in before the first star comes.‖
―Because it would be fatal for them to be out then,‖
―The star would turn them back into paper.‖
He did not laugh as she had been half afraid he would. (p. 121-122)
From Harriet‘s first encounter with Captain John, Harriet found a figure of a father
who listens to her puzzling questions, share ideas; give advices just like a father
should do.
C. The Influences of Minor Characters toward Harriet
Hurlock (1874:19) states that ―an individual‘s personality pattern is the
product of learning during the course of social relationship with people both within
and outside his home. In other words, individual‘s personality manifests when the
individual interacts with other people.‖ In The River, Harriet, the main character,
shows that she has an extraverted personality kind of person. She socialized, playing
outside, expressive when she is puzzled about something. She is just like a common
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grown up young girl who wants to know everything. She attracts anybody in the
house with her questions. She feels lonely because nobody in her family care about
what she wants and what she thinks, everyone is busy, whereas family role is very
important in shaping the children‘s personality patterns. However, things that
happened in her childhood life developed her personality into an introverted young
lady who needs a quiet space and musing over and idea there. She undergoes changes
in her extraverted personality into an introverted personality as a result of her
interactions with some people around her and things that happened. So, here are the
results of the influences that come from her busy family and the other minor
characters creating introverted personality in her.
1. Influences from Harriet’s Family
The writer will describe the influences in two parts. The first part is about how
the family condition contributed to Harriet‘s personality development. Second part is
the influences from the other minor characters.
a. The Parents and The Elder Sister
Harriet‘s busy family and ignorant elder sister create introverted characteristics
in Harriet. As David (1978: 101) mentioned that introverted child is tend to musing
over an idea or object, absorbing its qualities before communicating a reaction. In the
beginning of the novel shows that Harriet has strong type of extravert characteristic,
but as the story goes by it clearly seen that Harriet shows introvert characteristics. It
is most likely because of the condition of her relationship toward her family and also
her elder sister. For instance when talking about sisterhood, Harriet put an inferior
feeling toward her sister, Bea. Harriet thinks that Bea, her sister, is so different. Bea
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is more mature. Bea can manage Latin, algebra, music and other lessons things
quietly. Not like Harriet that grumbling a lot about lessons (p. 9). Harriet found that
her sister grew mysteriously better-looking and beautiful (p.56). Harriet wondered if
she is as beautiful as Bea but Harriet felt she is nothing, nothing at all like hers
(p.57). However, Harriet is regarding Bea as her mentor, her help, and her
confidante, her guide, and her public opinion (p.61). For an extravert character who
has ―better understood and relates well and easily to others, tends to be responsive,
expressive, and enthusiastic (1978: 101), it is impossible to be inferior toward
somebody. Another example that shows her parent‘s influences toward her introvert
character is when the author describes Harriet‘s feeling of loneliness because of her
busy family and a withdrawn elder sister toward her.
Harriet found her family maddening. Father was too busy, in a general family
and office way, to have any special time to spare for Harriet, or of any of
them; Mother was busy, too, with the house, the family, the servants, notes,
and letters and lessons and accounts; and besides, she was having another
baby soon and had not to be disturbed.
There used to be Bea, but now Bea was different; she had withdrawn from
Harriet … (p.21).
In her loneliness, Harriet was driven to adopt places where was her cubbyhole
under the stairs, and there was place on the end of the jetty, the landing-stage
by the house.
Another thing that creates inferior feeling is when Harriet comparing her
family with another British family across her house. Their daughter named Valerie,
and she plays with Harriet‘s elder sister, Bea. Harriet put an inferior feeling toward
Valerie‘s family because they are happier than Harriet‘s family and they are having
more time travelling with family (p.70).
As David (1978: 101) said that ―introverts desire spaces which is private in
the mind and private environmental places.‖ If we look further in the novel, it will
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be clearly seen that actually Harriet has an extravert type of character of person. As
already been explained before in previous section in this chapter that Harriet is
expressive and sociable, but the conditions of her busy family and spending most of
the time with house maid and neighbor create an introvert side, because every
children need compassion from their family not by outside people.
Harriet lives in one of the large European household beside the river, in a
jute-pressing works near a little Indian town. She spends most of her time in the
house garden, blend with the nature. Even before breakfast, she went out to the jetty
and stood there for some moments staring at the river and enjoying the glorious
morning in the garden (p. 47). Harriet liked to sit on the end of it, her legs hanging
down, her back warmed with sun, her ears filled with cool gurgling of the water
against the jetty poles (p. 22).As the result of adopting quiet places in her house
garden because of her loneliness, Harriet declares herself as a writer and she usually
write her poem under the cork tree (p.61). Captain John who had read her poem,
astonished with Harriet‘s talent of writing poems (p.49). However, her sister, Bea, is
not putting interest with Harriet‘s writings and Harriet could not do anything with it
(p.61).
Fantastically, the combination between introvert character and extravert
character create something that she can be proud of. It is her first story, entitled The
Halo That Was Too Tight and published by the well-known local newspaper called
Speaker (p.76). As Gregory and Jeff Feist said (2009: 116) that ―psychologically
healthy people attain balance of the two attitudes, feeling equally comfortable with
their internal and their external worlds‖ Her extravert character who does not afraid
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to people helps her to force Captain John to type what she wrote and then altering all
the spelling and sent it to the Speaker (p.76-77). Her introvert character in adopting
quiet places and start writings make her dad proud of Harriet and cut her story from
the newspaper and pasted it on his scrap-book and titled it Harriet‘s first published
work and the date (p.78).
b. Guilt for The Death of The Younger Brother
The issue in this part is the death of Harriet‘s brother that affected her
extraverted personality into introverted from the aspects of emotions. As Clarke,
Alison, Susan Friedman, and Joanne Kach (1985: 293) in their book Child
Development said that ―one‘s feelings and thoughts are the most vivid aspects of
emotions. One‘s feelings and thoughts may arouse the individual to behave or to act
in adaptive ways. When an individual behaves in a totally new way, new emotions
may be formed and new attitudes may develop.‖
When her brother died, the emotion feeling which is come first fear and
anxiety. Clarke et al (1985: 276) said that ―People may experience perceptual
changes that narrow their vision, slow their thinking, and freeze their movement only
because of fear.‖ In her very young age, she already faces one of the most fearful
experiences and it is seeing a fresh corpse.
He did not move, and she had not expected him to move. The – the warm is
gone, thought Harriet. The side of his face she could see was scratched and
the skin was blue. ―Blue?‖ asked Harriet numbly, staring down at him.
―Blue? Why should be blue?‖ she went on saying that as she looked and
looked and looked (p.93).
Fear is regarded as the most dangerous of the emotions (Clarke et al, 1985: 265). The
second emotion that Harriet faces is the experience of guilty for a death of someone
in a very young age. Clarke et al (1985:559) remarks that ―a sense of guilt comprises
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the feelings of having committed in a sin, done something evil, and of being
generally in the wrong and deserving punishment.‖ People can make mistakes. As
happen to a young girl Harriet who did not tell her parents about Bogey‘s discovery
of the snake in the house garden, and it became her fault that Bogey died because of
the snake.
No one had spoken very much to Harriet about the cobra. She knew and they
knew, and that knew that she knew. Father had questioned her. Her face and
her voice had shown him how guilty and wretched she was, and he did not
punish her.
―What,‖ said his whole attitude as he turned away, ―is the use of punishing
now?‖ and that had twisted Harriet‘s heart more than any words.
Mother had said nothing either till Harriet had come and stood in front of her.
―Mother – I – I knew about – the – the – cobra – Mother.‖
―Yes, Harriet. I know you did,‖ said Mother.
―Mother – I –‖
―It is no use talking about it now,‖ said Mother.
(p. 104)
Harriet‘s guilty feeling for not telling her mom about the snake and turns out it made
her brother‘s dead is really upset her down and could not forget about it. The third
emotion she faces is empathy. Clarke (1985: 288-290) said that ―empathy may arise
when an individual imagines how he feels to be in another person‘s place. One
experiencing this feeling might feel to be motivated to help others whom he sees in
distress. In young children, response to someone‘s distress is not only with negative
feeling but also with active attempts to comfort or help. While in older children, the
response is with more appropriate gestures of aid and they are more inclined to
help.‖ Harriet cried out because she cannot accept the adults who doing routine
things again on and on as if nothing had happened (p.100).
―It is so – horrid – so cruel,‖ Harriet burst out. ―Going on and on. We go on
as if nothing had happened,‖ wept Harriet.
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Harriet sat down on the floor, and wiped her eyes on the back of her hand.
She felt hollowed with her unhappiness … (p. 100).
These emotions that Harriet faces contributing extraverted personality development
into introverted personality that need some space to be alone, pour out her feelings
on a paper, creating poems, story, etc. As Clarke and her colleagues (1985: 293) said
that one‘s feelings and thoughts may arouse the individual to behave or to act in
adaptive ways and when an individual behaves in a totally new way, new emotions
may be formed and new attitudes may develop.
2. Influences from Other Minor Characters
The writer finds out the other minor characters in this novel out from the family
members that has influences to the main character‘s personality development. The
development of the main character‘s personality under the other minor characters,
Nan and Captain John, is that the main character becomes a more mature person. The
explanation below is written to describe how they can influence the main character in
its personality.
a. The Maid
Being a businessman‘s daughter can be maddening (p.20). This is what
Harriet‘s feel about her family. Her father is not much to be shared in the story
because of his business and rarely spend his time with his daughters. Mother was too
busy with the house, the family, the servants, notes, letters, lessons, accounts, etc.
The only person who is always there to share things is Nan, an Anglo-Indian maid in
Harriet‘s house. In the first page the person who appear to share things is Nan.
As an extraverted person, Harriet is not supposed to be dependant to anyone,
because an extraverted person grows up with fewer doubts about himself than does
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the introvert (David K., 1978: 101). Because of the family condition and also the
death of her brother, Harriet needs Nan more than everyone. Nan has already been a
friend not just a maid to Harriet. Harriet depends on Nan for all of her decisions and
opinions and also Harriet‘s way of thinking. For example, Harriet confused about her
sister development into a grown up person. Nan explained to Harriet that Bea is
growing up, and that people have to grow up.
―Nan, why is Bea so different?‖ asked Harriet
―She alwas was,‖ said Nan
―No, she is changing.‖
―She is growing up,‖ said Nan. ―We all have to, willy nilly. (p.9)‖
In Harriet‘s point of view toward her maid, is that Nan was like bread, too everyday,
and too necessary to be regarded. Nan is too important for Harriet. It used to be her
sister that close to her, but now Bea was different. Bea has withdrawn from Harriet,
she was quiet, altogether elderly and distant, and Bea had new friend from accross
the river named Valerie (p.21).
Every significant condition of Harriet‘s feeling, Nan mostly appear as her advisor
and her teacher of life. For instance, in the story when Harriet‘s younger brother,
Bogey, died beacuse of bitten by a snake. Here, Harriet is feeling so guilty because
she didn‘t find Bogey earlier. Day by day passed by after Bogey‘s death, people in
the house seems like already forgot about Bogey‘s death and go on with their
business. Harriet feel it is so cruel to forget Bogey‘s death, and again she ran to Nan
to share her burden and her thoughts.
Harriet came into the nursery and there was Nan just as before, ...
―It is so – horrid – so cruel,‖ Harriet burst out.
―Going on and on. We go on as if nothing had happened,‖ wept Harriet.
―No, we don‘t,‖ said Nan. ―All we do is to go on. What else are we to do,
Harriet? (p. 100)‖
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This shows some of Nan‘s influence towards Harriet‘s way of thinking. Harriet needs
someone who is mature, and accepts Harriet unconditionally as a young girl who are
developing into a grown up girl and needs so many advice and answers.
Another condition that makes me realize that Nan is not only a maid to
Harriet but as mother as well is when Valerie hurts Harriet‘s feeling by saying that
everyone knows it was Harriet‘s fault Bogey died (p. 104). Here, Nan persuades
Harriet to let it go and get up.
―Harriet,‖ said Nan, ―I think you should get up.‖
―I – can‘t.‖ Harriet‘s voice was muffled.
―You will have to get up sometime,‖ said Nan reasonably, ―so I should get up
now.‖
―I can‘t, Nan. How can I?‖
―With a girl Valerie,‖ said Nan, ―a spiteful girl, you have to be very proud.
You should not let her see she can hurt you (p. 105).‖
From the piece of the dialoque above, it is clear that Nan plays an important role
toward Harriet‘s way of thinking and understanding as a mature person.
―What am I to do? What can I do?‖ cried Harriet.
―It is a thing that will have to pass away from you, Harriet.‖
―It never will, Nan. Never! Never!‖
―Yes, Harriet, it will,‖ said Nan. ―You have plenty of courage and you are
strong. I have faith that it will,‖ and Nan pressed Harriet gently on the thigh
and said, ―Get up now and face that Valerie (p. 106).‖
What Nan had actually said is actually true and it is for the sake of Harriet‘s
personality development from a young girl into a grown up young lady who needs to
lift up her way of thinking towards everything that happens in her life.
b. Captain John
Harriet is a growing up young lady, she needs not only suggestions and
advice but she needs a person who gives her compassion and attention. Her parents
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are to busy with their and never know that Harriet has a gift of an artist. However,
because of her loneliness, Harriet was driven to adopt places that are comfortable,
not noisy to make her calm and drawing her away from the jetty to express her talent
in drawing and writing (p.22). And for she often spending time in the garden, the
idea of her poem inspired by the nature living around her house.
The flowing water helped her thoughts to flow.
…. There it was not too loud, too near, drawing Harriet, drawing her away as
it did on the jetty. Under the cork tree, she could hear it running steadily,
calmly; and with it, always, the puff-steam-puff from the Works. (p. 22).
Mostly, her works of writing are based from nature and also she has a favorite place
to express her idea which is the cork tree in her garden.
She painted a picture; it was of lotus on blue water, and when it was done,
looking at it critically, she could see that it was nothing like lotus; it was
more like a pig in bluish mud. She did not show that to Bea. ―I am not a
painting person,‖ said Harriet, ―I am a writer.‖ And she tried for a little while
to recapture the status of the poem she had written under the cork tree (p. 61).
However, the problem is that no one ever credited her work of writings before but
when she shows her poem, Captain John appraised her poem.
..., ―I have written a poem. It is – either very bad – I expect it is bad, or else it
is good. It is so new, I don‘t know.‖
―Show me,‖ said Captain John, and put out his hand.
... When he had finished it he looked at Harriet. Then he looked at the poem.
―Did you write this?‖ he asked. ―By yourself?‖
Harriet nodded. She could not speak.
―Nobody helped you?‖
―Of course not,‖ said Harriet indignantly.
―But it is good!‖
Waves of bright-edged satisfaction chased through Harriet‘s every vein. He
looked at her as if he had not properly seen her before.
―It – felt good ... for me,‖ said Harriet huskily (p. 49-50).
Being praised for what we have done can make us happy and proud with it. Here,
Harriet‘s work of writing is praised by semeone for the first time and she‘s very
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happy because no one have ever praise her work of writing before, even her parents.
From then on, Harriet began to think a great deal about Captain John. She feels that
Captain John is no common thinker and there was no one she could talk to like
Captain John (p. 51).
From a little girl who doesn‘t know anything about falling in love with
someone, Harriet falls in love with a stranger, Captain John, who lives around her
neighborhood. This grown up girl personality was built in Harriet‘s mind and feeling
because of what he said, what he does, and what he thinks that impress Harriet.
When I have thoughts they hum. I might have I think a little top in the top of
my head –
I think that Captain John‘s face is like one of those plants that you touch
roughly they shrink and close up. I think it is true. Father calls him ‗a
sensitive plant.‘
I think he is like Antinous whose face you never do forget.
Today I am so alive I am glad I am me and am born – (p. 102-103)
Captain John has a big positive effect to Harriet. Harriet was so childish before she
met him and she was easy to be desperate, for example when she give up on writing
literature after being mock by her neighbor, Valerie, that everyone knows that it is
Harriet‘s fault Bogey died. But Captain John cheered her up and took her for a walk
alongside the river (p. 102 – 109).
Since she had known him, she had coincided in a curious way with her
growing up. Had she grown up because of them? … She felt crushed (p.70).
When Harriet heard that Captain John will be leaving from India soon and going
back to where he belong somewhere in Europe, it crushes her so much because no
one she could talk to like Captain John (p.51)..
My world, thought Harriet. She was pleased has it again, but she thought
regretfully, I have it still, but I never found out what it meant (p.128).
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As a growing up children, they need care, compassions, opinions, solutions and
family support to make them comfortable and creating a good character and
temperament.
Therefore, from the explanations about how the minor character can influence
the main character, Harriet, we can see that the role of family and the people
surrounding is very important toward someone‘s personality development. Harriet
was a very much like a common child with an extraverted characteristics. But as the
time goes by with the bustle type of family, ignorant sister, and the death of her
brother, those create emotions that affected her changing personality into an introvert
kind of person. Moreover, by the help of the people outside the family members,
Harriet found a way to be a more mature person.

CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

From the analysis above, it can be seen that Harriet’s extraverted character is
developed into an introverted character and also she has become more mature.
Harriet’s personality is developed because of the influence of minor characters.
In the beginning of the novel, the author described the main character as a
grown up young girl with an extraverted personality. She socialized, playing outside,
expressive when she puzzled something. She is a common grown up young girl who
wants to know everything that she doesn’t know. She attracts anybody in the house
with her questions.
However, she feels lonely because nobody in her family care about what she
wants and what she thinks, everyone is busy. Things that happened in her childhood
life developed her personality into an introverted young lady who needs a quiet space
and musing over an idea there. She undergoes changes in her extraverted personality
into an introverted personality as a result of her interactions with some people around
her and things that happened.
Harriet’s busy family and ignorant elder sister create introvert character in
Harriet. It is most likely because of the condition of her relationship toward her
family and also her elder sister. Harriet’s feeling of loneliness because of her busy
family and a withdrawn elder sister toward her influence the development of her
characteristics. “Harriet found her family maddening.” (p.21) Harriet finally drawn
into such places that is quiet around her house to write out her unspeakable words
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into work of writings. However, not only from the aspect of her family’s bustle, the
death of Harriet’s brother that affected her extraverted personality into introverted
from the aspects of emotions. She experienced fear of her brother’s death, because
she saw him as a corpse and she was too young to see a dead body. Her guilty and
also empathy feeling toward her brother’s death also affected her. Her brother’s
death is really upset her down and could not forget about it.
The other aspect that influences her personality development came from the
other minor character, her maid and her neighbor. The development of the main
character’s personality under the other minor characters, Nan and Captain John, is
that the main character becomes a more mature person. Because of the family
condition and also the death of her brother, Harriet needs Nan more than everyone.
Nan has already been a friend not just a maid to Harriet. Harriet depends on Nan for
all of her decisions and opinions and also Harriet’s way of thinking. Every
significant condition of Harriet’s feeling, Nan mostly appear as her advisor and her
teacher of life.
Never being praised before for her work of writings, Harriet is so happy and
proud because Captain John, her neighbor, appraises her work of writings. From then
on, Harriet began to think a great deal about Captain John. She feels that “Captain
John is no common thinker and there was no one she could talk to like Captain John”
(p. 51). This grown up girl personality was built in Harriet’s mind and feeling
because of what he said, what he does, and what he thinks that impress Harriet.
Captain John has a big positive effect to Harriet. Harriet was so childish before she
met him and she was easy to be desperate, for example when she gave up on writing
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literature after being mocked by her neighbor, Valerie, that everyone knows that it is
Harriet’s fault Bogey died. But Captain John cheered her up and took her for a walk
alongside the river (p. 102 – 109).
It is sad to see how the family contributes negative influence toward Harriet
personality development, while her maid and her neighbor contributes positives
influence toward Harriet personality development. As a growing up children, they
need care, compassions, opinions, solutions and family support to make them
comfortable and creating a good character and temperament.
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