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ABSTRACT

MAHENDRA, CLARA CARISSA POPPY. (2019). Relative Clauses in Lear’s
Complete Nonsense Limericks: A Stylistic Analysis. Department of English
Letters, Faculty of Letters, Universitas Sanata Dharma.
In writing literature, each author has a unique characteristic in using
language. This unique characteristic is called as style. Style in literature can be
seen from many aspects, one of which is from the grammatical features that an
author uses. Edward Lear, as an author, writo short humorous verses, limericks, in
a distinctive manner of using relative clauses. Hence, this study discusses the use
of relative clauses in Lear‟s limerick to know his style of writing.
There are two objectives of this study. First is to explain the use of relative
clauses in Edward Lear‟s Complete Nonsense limericks. Second is to conclude the
style of the limericks from the use of relative clauses.
In this study, the writer used stylistic approach in grammatical level.
Theories about relative clauses, limericks, and syntax were applied to analyze the
data. A population study was conducted to collect the data.
It is found out that Lear uses restrictive and non-restrictive relative clauses
in his limericks. The non-restrictive clauses dominate the relative clauses in the
limericks. Nevertheless, both restrictive and non-restrictive relative clauses are
used to introduce the subjects of his limericks. The subjects are the noun
antecedents of the relative clauses. The use of noun antecedents differs in nonrestrictive and restrictive relative clause. More specific noun antecedents with
post-modifiers are used in non-restrictive relative clauses. However, all noun
antecedents can be patterned as the heads: Man, Lady, Girl, and Person. In
addition, as modifiers, the relative clauses have six specific functions: to tell the
characteristic of the noun antecedents, to tell about the action of the noun
antecedents, to state the speech of the noun antecedents, to tell about other‟s
action toward the noun antecedents, and to tell about the state of noun antecedent.
Interestingly, these grammatical features are related to Lear‟s hand drawings for
each limerick. From the discussion, the writer also finds that Lear uses
grammatical features seen from the use of relative clauses, the noun antecedents,
the drawings, and the functions of the relative clauses for his style.
Keywords: stylistics, limerick, relative clause, grammatical.
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ABSTRAK

MAHENDRA, CLARA CARISSA POPPY. (2019). Relative Clauses in Lear’s
Complete Nonsense Limericks: A Stylistic Analysis. Program Studi Sastra
Inggris, Fakultas Sastra, Universitas Sanata Dharma.
Dalam penulisan karya sastra, setiap pengarang memiliki ciri-ciri
kebahasaan yang berbeda. Hal ini disebut gaya bahasa. Gaya bahasa dalam karya
sastra dapat diamati dari berbagai aspek, salah satunya dari aspek grammatical.
Sebagai pengarang, Edward Lear menggunakan klausa relatif dalam menulis puisi
pendek yang humoris atau pantun jenaka. Penelitian ini membahas penggunaan
klausa relatif dalam pantun jenaka yang ditulis oleh Lear untuk menemukan gaya
bahasa yang digunakan
Penelitian ini memiliki dua tujuan. Pertama penulis mencoba menjelaskan
penggunaan klausa relatif pada pantun jenaka yang ditulis oleh Lear. Kedua,
penulis mencoba menemukan gaya bahasa yang digunakan
Penulis menggunakan pendekatan ilmu stilistika dengan level tata bahasa.
Teori tentang klausa relatif, pantun jenaka, dan sintaks digunakan untuk
mengalisa data. Studi populasi digunakan untuk mengumpulkan data yang
dianalisa.
Penulis menemukan bahwa Lear menggunakan klausa relatif restristik dan
klausa relatif tidak restritik. Klausa relatif tidak restriktif mendominasi jumlah
klausa relatif dalam pantun jenaka milik Lear. Meskipun demikian, kedua jenis
klausa relatif digunakan untuk memperkenalkan dan menerangkan subyek pantunpantun jenaka yang dibuat oleh Lear. Subyek pantun jenaka tersebut merupakan
nomina anteseden dari klausa relatif. Penggunaannya berbeda, pada klausa relatif
tidak restriktif nomina anteseden yang digunakan lebih spesifik. Namun semua
nomina anteseden memiliki pola yang sama berdasarkan nomina inti: Man, Lady,
Girl, dan Person. Sebagai penjelas nomina anteseden, klausa relatif memiliki
enam fungsi: untuk menerangkan ciri-ciri dari nomina anteseden, untuk
menerangkan tingkah laku dari nomina anteseden, untuk menyatakan perkataan
dari nomina anteseden, untuk menerangkan apa yang orang lain lakukan kepada
nomina anteseden, dan untuk menerangkan kondisi dari nomina anteseden. Selain
itu, sifat-sifat kebahasaan tersebut juga berhubungan dengan gambar yang dibuat
oleh Lear untuk melengkapi pantun jenakanya. Dari hasil penelitian, penulis juga
menemukan bahwa Lear memiliki gaya bahasa yang memanfaatkan fitur
grammatical melalui penggunaan klausa relative, nomina antiseden, gambar dan
fungsi klausa relatif dalam pantunnya.
Kata kunci: stilistika, pantun jenaka, klausa relatif, grammatical.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study
Texts are divided into spoken and written forms. In the spoken text, we
may find a speech such as a presidential speech or radio broadcasting. In written
text, we may find prose, play script, poetry, recipe, advertisement, road sign,
article and so others. Not all of those written texts describe about true events.
Some of them contain fictional story that we know as literature. Wales mentions
that literature is a piece of writing that involves imaginative, inventive, or fictional
ideas in the genres of prose, poetry, and drama (2014, p. 252).
Besides the use of fictional themes, literature also uses language in a
special way. That way is called as poetic or literary language. It can be found in
the form of figurative language such as metaphor and simile, rhyming pattern,
alliteration, and onomatopoeia. Gill states
the point about poetry (and other forms of literature) is that the choice of
words and their arrangement is made so as to draw the listener‟s or
reader‟s
attention to those features of language which in everyday
speech are usually ignored – rhythms, rhymes, non-standard word
orders, and so on. (1995, p. 4)
The quotation above mentions about some features of language used in literature,
especially in poetry, such as rhythm, rhymes, and non-standard word orders.
Those features give aesthetic effects for the readers or listeners. These effects do
not occur in daily use of English. When we are speaking to others, we seldom
think about using rhymes in our utterances because it will make the conversation

1
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sounds weird and not effective. When we write letters, we always try to use wellstructured sentences with correct tenses. Otherwise, it will be confusing to the
letter receiver if we order our words not in common English sentences.
As a form of literature, poetry makes a distinctive character on its way of
organizing words. In poetry, words are built into fixed rhythmical lines that later
are composed into verses (Gill, 1995, p. 3). While in prose the idea is expressed
through sentences that built paragraphs, poetry arranges the words in compressed
form. Since poetry has privilege to deviate the rule of grammar, complete
sentences are not a must. It often shortens phrases and clauses to build rhyming
effect in each line. The rhyme of each line and the number of verses determine the
pattern of certain type of poetry.
A type of poetry that is hundreds years known with its rhyming pattern is
limerick. In webexhibits.org, limerick is previously known as the name of
rhyming pattern that is AABBA. In English literature, it is firstly noticed in
Shakespeare‟s works; those are Stephano‟s drinking song in “The Tempest”, and
in his two other works, “Othello” and “King Lear”. It is also mentioned that in
1776, through Mother Goose‟s Melodies, limerick started to be known as children
literature.
In 1845, Edward Lear familiarized limericks as a type of poetry through
his book entitled The Book of Nonsense. It consists 72 limericks. Then in 1872, he
wrote more limericks with total numbers of 212 in the second version of his book.
The characteristics of limerick start to be drawn from his limericks. They are
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humorous and nonsensical. The words that are used are eccentric and odd. As
Lear was also an illustrator, each limerick is presented with a hand drawing.
Besides the rhyming pattern, Lear‟s limericks have a visible pattern of
using relative clauses. A relative clause or adjective clause is a clause that uses
relative pronoun to modify a noun. The noun that is modified influences the
relative pronouns that are used. To modify person, it uses “who”, “whom”, or
“whose”, (e.g. a girl who wears the red dress), while, to modify thing, it uses
“that” and “which” (e.g. a dress that is worn by the girl) (Azar, 1999, p. 267). It is
categorized as dependent clause that means a clause that cannot stand alone as a
sentence. In a sentence, the relative pronoun is used to connect the dependent
clause to the independent clause.
In a literary text, there is pattern of language used by the author for
certain purpose. It is called as pattern because it tends to consistently appears in
frequent way in the text. Leech and Short give an example of the frequent use of
active and passive sentences in Jane Austen‟s Persuasion. These active and
passive sentences might later be recognized as a feature of style (2007, p. 34).
Furthermore, Bernard Bloch defines style of a text as the message of a text that
can be seen from how certain linguistic features are frequently distributed (Leech
& Short, 2007, pp. 34-35). The feature of style that is mentioned before is in the
form of linguistic features that are distributed frequently to carry certain message
from the text. Consequently, the frequent use of relative clauses is recognized as
fore grounded linguistic feature that leads to the feature of style in Lear‟s
limericks.
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Talking about style, there is a branch of linguistic study that discusses the
style of text. It is called as stylistics. Barry defines stylistic as a critical approach
that uses the methods and findings of the science of linguistics in the analysis of
literary text (2002, p. 196). Stylistics uses linguistic features as the data of
analysis such as lexical features including noun, adjective, verb, and adverb and
grammatical features including phrase, clause, and sentence (Leech & Short,
2007, pp. 79-83). The purpose of doing stylistic analysis is to confirm that the
technical linguistic features provide overall meanings and effects of texts (Barry,
2002, p. 196).
This study will focus on the frequent use of relative clauses in Lear‟s
limericks. Then, those relative clauses will be related to the whole text in order to
examine the style of the limericks.

B. Problem Formulation
Based on the background above, the problems of the study are
formulated as follows.
1. How are relative clauses used in Edward Lear‟s Complete Nonsense
limericks?
2. How does the use of relative clauses constitute the style of the limericks?

C. Objectives of the Study
According to the problem formulation, there are two objectives that the
writer would like to attain. First, this study is conducted in order to explain the use
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of relative clauses in Edward Lear‟s Complete Nonsense limericks. It includes
what types of relative clauses that are used, what nouns that are modified, what
function that each relative clause brings, and the relation among Lear‟s drawings,
the noun antecedents and the relative clauses. The second objective of the study is
to conclude the style of the limericks. The style is concluded from the patterns of
the relative clause types, the noun antecedents, the function of the relative clauses
to the noun antecedents, and the drawings.

D. Definition of Terms
In order to give clear understanding of this study, the writer would like to
explain three terms that are mostly appeared during the analysis.
The first term is relative clause. A relative clause is defined as a
subordinate clause that is dependent on a noun or pronoun, which is introduced by
a relative pronoun or relative adverb, and can refer to various elements (or even a
whole sentence) except for the predicate (Bussmann, 1998, p. 999). It functions as
an adjective because it describes, identifies, or gives further information about a
noun (Azar, 1999, p. 267). The relative pronouns mentioned before are who,
whom, which, that, and whose. Those pronouns are used differently based on the
noun that is modified. The pronoun who, whom, and whose are used to modify
human beings while the pronoun that and which are used to modify things.
The second term is stylistics. Stylistics is simply defined as a linguistic
study of style (Leech & Short, 2007, p. 11). More specific definition comes from
Barry; he defines stylistic as a critical approach that uses the methods and findings
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of the science of linguistics in the analysis of literary text (2002, p. 196). In
general, it studies the relation between linguistic form and literary function (Leech
& Short, 2007, p. 3). The linguistic form is the linguistic features that are found in
literary text while literary function can be interpreted as the meaning, message,
effect, and purpose that the text carries.
The last term is limerick. A limerick is a light verse that is composed of
anapestic lines rhyming AABBA (Simms, 1989, p. 161). The strict rhyming
pattern of AABBA and the anapestic lines, which are two unaccented syllables
followed by an accented syllable make a bouncy rhythm of a limerick. In
poets.org, it states that limerick is known to have comical, nonsensical, and
sometimes even lewd theme that bring humor in the limericks. There are five lines
in a limerick. Those five lines consist of subject, action, switch, and closing. The
subject is in the first line. Then the second until fourth lines contain action and
switch, continued with the closing in the last line.
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CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

This chapter is divided into three parts. The first part is review of related
studies. It discusses the previous studies that are closely related to this study. The
second part is review of related theories. It discusses the theories that are used in
this study. The third part is theoretical framework. It orderly explains the
contribution of the theories and the reviews to solve the problems of this study.

A. Review of Related Studies
This part contains two undergraduate theses and two journal articles that
have similarities to this current study. In the first study that is conducted by
Sanubari (2015), relative clauses that are found in Jack London‟s South of the Slot
are discussed. She tries to find the types of relative clauses and their roles in the
short story. In her findings, she shows that the relative clauses that are found can
be classified based on their function and structure. In addition, she finds that the
relative clauses contribute to describe the main characters, the setting of place,
and the narration in the story.
Sanubari‟s study is related to this study in term of the analysis of relative
clause in literary text. She also tries to relate the relative clause to the short story
in order to find what their roles are. However, the relation is not analyzed further
to determine the style of writing.

7
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The second study is conducted by Asmara (2018) which discusses the
style of Robert Frost‟s poems based on their phonological features. He tries to
analyze the kinds of phonological features in two poems by Robert Frost and their
contribution to Frost‟s writing style. In his findings, those two poems use
repetition of sounds in both vowel and consonant that are known as assonance,
alliteration, and consonance. Also, each poem has a distinctive rhyming and
metrical pattern. Those rhyme, meter, and sound repetition are used as aesthetic
function in Frost‟s poems. Therefore, he concludes that Robert Frost has
rhythmical style in writing his poems.
The approach that Asmara uses, the stylistic approach, will also be applied
to analyze the data in this current study. In addition, the object of the study is a
similar type of text, which is poem. The difference lies on the level of language as
the data to analyze. He analyzes the poems from the level of phonological, while
the writer will use the level of grammatical in her research.
Hussein, Said, and Attabi (2014) conduct another stylistic study that has
the same object as this current study. They try to identify the stylistic features of
English limericks. The object of the study is not limited to the limericks written
by Edward Lear. It also analyzes the limericks written by Val Kolle, Norman
Douglas, Eleonor Maclean, Spike Milligan, Graham Lester, Carolyn Wells,
Michael Rosen, Erica Jong, John Maynes, and some other poets. The stylistic
features are analyzed from phonological, morphological, and semantic level of
language. The study shows that limericks use three common linguistic features.
Those are assonance, onomatopoeia, and pun. Those features help the readers to
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imagine what is happening in the story of limericks with humorous effect, also to
easily obtain „musical ears‟ because of the pleasing sound patterns of the
limericks.
The limericks of Edward Lear are discussed by Antinucci (2015) to find
Lear‟s contribution in the Victorian genre. In that age, literature was mostly
categorized into high art (elite) or mass culture originated (popular). This study
finds that Lear‟s limericks are in the middle of the two categories mentioned
before. The limericks have „parodic‟ quality that engages both elite and popular
category. They are included as popular art because they contain sensationalism
leading to nonsense theme. It can be seen from the rebellious and eccentric
characters that break all rules of decorum and logic. It brings hyperbole
description of abnormal bodies in both linguistic and visual modes of expression
such as “…the person of Dutton…whose head was as small as a button”. Lear‟s
caricature in each limerick usually tends to emphasize the character‟s isolation, its
sense of inadequacy, and its antagonistic relationship with society. However, the
nonsense in the limericks is not categorized as vulgar or sensual.
Consequently, this current study develops the previous studies about
relative clauses in literary texts and stylistics in poems. Furthermore, it offers a
different level of language, which is grammatical level, in discovering the style of
poems. The grammatical level focuses on the use of relative clauses. It also covers
the noun antecedents and the functions of the relative clauses to the noun
antecedents. It is hoped to be beneficial for other researchers or linguists in further
analysis about stylistics, relative clause, and limericks in the future.
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B. Review of Related Theories
In this part, the theories that are used to answer the problem formulation
are discussed. The data is analyzed to find the style of limerick from the relative
clause. Therefore, the main theories are stylistics, relative clause, limerick, and
language style.

1. Stylistics
Stylistics is considered as linguistic approach to literature. Barry defines
stylistics as a critical approach that uses the methods and findings of the science
of linguistics in the analysis of literary text (2002, p. 196). Concurring with
Barry, Norgaard, Busse, and Montoro state that stylistics is the study of the ways
in which meaning is created through language in literature and other texts (2010,
p. 1). Simpson adds the definition of stylistics as a method of textual
interpretation in which primacy of place is assigned to language (2004, p. 2). This
linguistic analysis is aim to find the meaning, message, and function of the text.
Later, those findings are used to conclude the style of certain text by certain
author.
Since language is the main tool in stylistics, the various forms, patterns
and levels that establish linguistic structures are significant. In the analysis,
stylistics has some levels of language. They are phonology, graphology,
morphology, syntax or grammar, lexicology, and pragmatics (Simpson, 2004, p.
5).
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Each level performs different analysis of language. In phonology, it
focuses on the individual sound in spoken English. It pays attention of how certain
words are pronounced based on certain phonological circumstances. In
graphology, it deals with the pattern of written language. It pays attention on the
shape of language in page. In morphology, it studies about the formation of words
and their constituent structure. In syntax, it focuses in the way words combine
with other words to form phrases and sentences. In lexicology, the vocabulary of
language or the words that are used is studied. In semantics, it studies the meaning
of words or sentence. Then in pragmatics, it concerns in the way words and
sentences are used in everyday situations and the meaning of language in context.
Those levels of language are chosen depending on the part of language to analyze.
In this study, clause specifically relative clause is the part of language to analyze.
The analysis of clauses is included in the syntax level of language.
2.

Syntax
Carnie defines syntax as the level of linguistic organization that mediates

between sounds and meaning, where words are organized into phrases and clauses
(2006, p. 25). The organization of those words is ruled by grammatical rules.
Fromkin, Rodman and Hyams mention that the rules of syntax have five main
significances (2011, p. 78). They are to specify the correct word order for a
language, to describe the relationship between the meaning of a particular group
of words and the arrangement of those words, to specify the grammatical relation
of a sentence such as subject and direct object, to specify other constraints that
sentences must adhere to, and to show and explain ambiguous meaning and
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structure of words (Fromkin, Rodman, & Hyams, 2011, pp. 78-80).
In syntactic construction there are two central ideas that Miller supposes.
First, that words are tied to certain relationships by which one word, the head,
controls other words, the modifiers. Second, that groups of words create phrases,
which in each grouping, the head and the modifiers are coming together. A head
may have more than one modifier or may have no modifier. The head and its
modifiers form a phrase. The head of a phrase determines its syntactic category.
The head of a noun phrase is a noun, while the head of an adjective phrase is an
adjective. In the big house, the word house is the head, while the and big are its
modifiers. In previous example, the head is a noun house so that the phrase is a
noun phrase. In an adjective phrase extremely happy, the head is adjective happy
and extremely is its modifier. Moreover, modifier is differentiated into obligatory
modifier called as complement and optional modifier called as adjunct.
The phrases form a clause in certain condition. Miller states that an ideal
clause should contain a verb phrase that refers to an action or a state and a noun
phrase or noun phrases that refer to the people or things that are involved in the
action or state (2002, p. 6). It is possible to add phrases that refer to place and time
whereby the action happens. Azar defines clause as a group of words that contains
subject and predicate (1999, p. 267)
In syntax, a phrase or a clause is structured by constituents. Constituent is
a word or words that function together as a unit (Carnie, 2006, p. 62). It can be a
phrase or a collection of phrases. To determine whether a group of words is a
constituent, there are six ways that can be applied. They are cleft construction,
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constituent questions and stand-alone test, substitution, coordination, deletion, and
movement.
In a syntactic construction, there are some major divisons called as
immediate constituent. Burton mentions Those gigantic ducks were paddling
away furiously as an example below to explain a immediate constituent in a
sentence (2011, p. 26). That sentence can be drawn in tree diagram as follows.

From the tree diagram above, the sentence has two immediate constituents. They
are Those gigantic ducks and were paddling away furiously. The noun phrase,
Those gigantic ducks, serves the role as subject. The verb phrase, were paddling
away furiously serves the role as predicate.
The example above can also be seen from the phrasal level. In the noun
phrase those gigantic ducks, the tree diagram is drawn as follows.

The noun phrase has two immediate constituents which are those and gigantic
ducks. Burton mentions that commonly a noun phrase is divided into two
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immediate constituents which are determiner (det) and nominal (nom) (2011, p.
141). A nominal is a noun phrase. It covers a head noun and all the modifiers of
the head. Determiner can be definite article such as the, indifinite article such as
a/an, demonstratives such as this, that, these, those, quantifiers such as some, any,
every, either, and possesives such as my, his, their, John’s. In several cases, noun
phrases have no determiners. It is called as empty determiner.
The head of the phrase determines the syntactic category of the phrase. For
example in those gigantic ducks, the head is ducks. The class of word of „ducks‟ is
noun so that the whole phrase is called as noun phrase. Moreover, the modifier of
the head noun can be pre-modifier, which occurs before the head, or postmodifier, which occurs after the head. Pre-modifier can be in the forms of
quantifying adjectives, numerals, adjectives, participle phrases, or other noun. In
post-modifier, prepositional phrase is mostly used.
Carnie adds the explanation about the structure of noun phrases. Based on
X-Bar theory that Carnie suggests, noun phrases consist of head, specifier or
usually known as determiner, complement, or/and adjunct (2006, pp. 161-162).
For example is noun phrase the book of poems with the glossy cover. It is seen
clearer in the tree diagram that is shown on the next page.
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The head of the phrase is book. The specifier is occupied by the determiner the. In
Then, there are two modifiers. They are prepositional phrases of poems and with
the glossy cover. In the tree, it is seen that pp1 of poem is closer to the noun head.
It is in the same level. Otherwise, pp2 with the glossy cover is in another level.
The modifier that is close to the head or known as the sister of the head is called
complement, while the modifies that is in another level, which in the tree bar is
shown as sister to a bar level, or known also as the daughter of the head is calledas
adjunct. Based on the meaning, a complement usually answers the question of
what. What book? The book of poems. In the otherhand, an adjunct answers the
question of which. Which book? The book with the glossy cover.

3. Relative Clause
A relative clause or adjective clause is a subordinate clause that functions
to modify noun (Leech & Svartvik, 1994, p. 267). As a subordinate clause, it
cannot stand alone as a sentence. It supports the main clause. In this case it gives
identification, definition, or explanation towards the modified noun in the main
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clause. Brinton and Brinton state that relative clauses convey a quality or feature
of the modified noun (2010, p. 261). It is mentioned that they answer the question
“which”, for example Which girl? The girl who has red hair.
Relative clauses can be finite or non-finite. The finite relative clause uses
relative pronoun to introduce the clause, which is also called as relativiser. In
English, the relativisers are “who”, “whom”, “whose”, “which”, “that”, “where”,
“when”, “why”, and “zero (0)” (Downing & Locke, 2002, p. 449). Besides using
relative pronouns, finite relative clause use verbs to show tenses. The example is
in the sentence The girl who wears black dress is my sister. In other hand, the
non-finite relative clause uses –ing or -ed verb form. It does not show any tenses.
It can be seen in the sentence The girl wearing black dress is my sister. In this
study, only the finite relative clause is discussed.
Based on Brinton and Brinton, the examples of finite relative clauses in
sentences are given as follows.
(i) They have eight children who are black belts.
(ii) Had it happened last year when she hit thirty? (2010, pp. 260-261)
In the first example, who are black belts identifies the “children” that are being
discussed and in the second example when she hit thirty identifies the “year” that
is being discussed.
Eight children and last year in the previous examples are called as noun
antecedents. They are the noun phrases that are modified by a relative clause.
They can be personal or non-personal. Personal means nouns that show the
features of person such as man, teacher, or proper name. In other side, non-
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personal means animate things except human and inanimate things whether it is
concrete things such as table, dress, book or abstract things such as idea, year, and
lecture. In sentence, noun antecedents can function as subject, object, object of
complement, or adjunct in a sentence. In the example (i), eight children is a
subject complement while in the example (ii), year is an adjunct or adverbial of
time.
The noun antecedent as the referent is always positioned before the
relative clause. Therefore, relative clauses are post-modifiers. Downing and Locke
mention that post-modifiers have two basic communicative functions. They are to
provide information to help to identify the referent and to add supplementary
information that is not essential for identifying it (2002, p. 446). The second
function usually happens when the referent or the noun antecedent is already
identified. These functions divide relative clause into two types, restrictive
relative clause and non-restrictive relative clause.

a. Restrictive Relative Clause
As mentioned before, a relative clause is used as a modifier. Nelson
mentions that a restrictive modifier serves to define the noun (2001, p. 84). It
becomes obligatory modifier to the noun antecedent. The example is in the
sentence The student who got the highest grade was given a prize (Nelson, 2001,
p. 84). The clause, who got the highest grade, defines precisely which student was
given a prize.
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Yule states criteria of restrictive relative clauses (1998, p. 249). First, it is
about the meaning and the information that are carried. They are defining. It
means that they define or restrict the reference of noun antecedent. They give the
identification and classification of the person or the thing that is talked about. In
other words, they contain necessary information. It is required to give the meaning
of the sentence. If the clause is eliminated, the sentence will lose its meaning.
Hence, the information is not additional but obligatory.
The next criterion is that they are directly followed the noun antecedent
with no separation markers such as comma or dash. This is the most visible
characteristic of restrictive relative clause. The separation marks function to create
linguistic distance between the noun antecedent and the relative clause (Yule,
1998, p. 249). If the commas or dashes are not found before and after the relative
clause, the relative clause is closer with the noun antecedent linguistically. They
become a unity. In other words, the relative clause cannot be deleted or else the
noun antecedent and the whole sentence lose their meaning.
In a restrictive relative clause, Yule mentions that the noun antecedent it is
commonly not a proper noun (1998, p. 249). In other word, it is common noun.
Bussman defines proper noun as noun that identifies precisely objects or states of
affair within given context (1998, p. 958). Nelson adds that it refers to unique
individuals (e.g. name of person such as Nelson Mandala), places (e.g. China),
geographical features (e.g. Atlantic Ocean, River Thames), names of institution,
newspaper, building and ship (e.g. Harvard University, The Wall Street Journal,
London Underground, Titanic), days of week (e.g. Sunday), months of year (e.g.
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May), or events on the calendar (e.g. Thanksgiving). Proper nouns do not
commonly have plural form. In contrary, common nouns are characterized by
having number contrast, which is singular and plural form, and by being countable
and uncountable (Downing & Locke, 2002, p. 405). Miller adds that common
noun is characterized with the use of a or the as its article (2002, p. 54). By using
common noun, the noun antecedent needs the relative clause to identify and
specialize it.
The other criteria are: they are following general antecedent such as
anyone, any person, everyone, or everything so that they identify more precisely
who or what that is talked about; they have no quantity expression such as many
of whom, none of which; they are initialized with relative pronoun “that” or zero
pronoun; and they are commonly shorter and have more common meaning.

b. Non-Restrictive Relative Clause
As modifier, a non-restrictive relative clause is optional. The most visible
characteristic is the use of separation markers such as commas. The use of
separation marks makes a linguistic distance among the relative clause, the noun
antecedent, and the whole sentence. It shows that non-restrictive clause only
contains additional information so that it can be eliminated without losing the
meaning of the whole sentence. The example is The student, who comes from
Birmingham, was given a prize (Nelson, 2001, p. 84). The relative clause, who
comes from Birmingham, is separated from the whole sentence by commas. It
implies that the relative clause does not define precisely which student, from
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among all the students in the class, was given a prize.
In addition, Yule mentions the criteria to examine non-restrictive relative
clauses (1998, p. 249). Those criteria oppose the criteria of restrictive relative
clause. First, they are non-defining. Second, they bring additional or extra
information for the sentence. In addition, as it is written on writingcenter.unc.edu,
non-restrictive relative clauses might contain interesting and important
information to the larger conversation, but it is not an essential for precise
identification of the noun antecedent. Third, they are separated by separation
markers like commas and dashes. Fourth, the noun antecedent may be a proper
noun. Fifth, they are only additional comments to the noun antecedents. Sixth,
they may have quantity expression such as many of whom, none of which.
Seventh, they are not initialized with relative pronoun “that” or zero pronoun.
Eight, they are following non-general antecedent. The antecedents are usually
more specific. They may have definite article such as the, or other specific
modifiers such as adjective phrases or prepositional phrases. Last, they are
commonly longer and have less common meaning.
4. Limerick
According to Simms, a limerick is a form of light verse that is composed
of anapestic lines rhyming AABBA (1989, p. 161). Anapestic is a metrical foot
that consists of two unaccented syllables followed by an accented syllable. The
first, second, and fifth line of limericks contains three anapests while the third and
fourth contain two anapests.
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The structure of limerick is subject, action, switch, and closing. The first
line of limerick is to introduce the subject of the limerick. It is commonly a person
who is discussed in the next lines. The second line describes who the subject was,
what the subject is, or what the consequences of a past action that he or she took.
The third and fourth explains the action that the subject did. It is called switch
because they use two metrical feet instead of three metrical feet in the other lines.
The last line is a punch line. It can be wordplay, a surprise twist, or a tongue
twister. In Lear‟s limerick, the last line is written freely. It means that it could be
anything that he would like to write.
Historically, the term “limerick” is taken from the name of a town in
Ireland. There is a tradition party to welcome the guests where they sing nonsense
verse in round-robin fashion. Each verse will be followed by the chorus “Will you
come up to Limerick?”.
Before limerick is known as a form of verse or poetry, it is previously
known as the name of rhyming pattern that is AABBA. In webexhibits.org, it is
mentioned that this pattern is firstly noticed in Shakespeare‟s works; those are
Stephano‟s drinking song in “The Tempest”, and in his two other works,
“Othello” and “King Lear”. It is also mentioned that in 1776, through Mother
Goose‟s Melodies, limerick started to be known as children literature.
In the form of written text, the earliest limericks were written in 1821 by
Loane in History of Sixteen Wonderful Old Women (Simms, 1989, p. 161). Until
now, the most famous limericks collection is written by Edward Lear in Book of
Nonsense. In the book, each limerick is presented with a hand drawing by Lear.
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The characteristics of limerick start to be drawn from his limericks. They
are humorous and nonsensical. The choice of the words is also highlighted. It is
eccentric and odd. The story that is delivered mostly reflects human behavior and
value in humorous way. It is common to use a risqué or bawdy situation to
entertain the readers (Simms, 1989, p. 161).
5. Language Style
In general, style refers to the way in which language is used in given
context, by a given person, for a given meaning (Leech & Short, p. 9). In other
words, style is an association of both the language and the context in which it is
used. Style is also defined as disctinctive manner of expression (Wales, 2014, p.
398). It emphasizes on the specific use of language features such as sounds,
words, phrase, or sentence by writters. It makes the writing has certain
characteristic.
Barry mentions that to determine the certain style of a certain text
whether it is literary or non-literay text, several steps are taken (2002, pp. 203206). The first step is to find linguistic features in literary works such as
phonemes, structures of words, or meaning of phrases as the hard data of the
analysis. Then, the hard data is used to interpret new perspective of seeing literary
works. It is by corelating the lingusitic form with literary content. Barry gives
example of determining Tom Hardy‟s style of writing in Tess of the D’Urbervilles
(2002, p. 205). In his writing, Hardy uses sentences that have the pattern of
[subject] + [object] like: he [subject] touched her [object] and his finger [subject]
sank into her [object]. This linguistic feature shows that the hero, Alec, or some
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attribute of him, plays the role as subject or the doer who has power to dominate
the object, which is her. It is then concluded that Hardy uses overdomination of
man in Tess of the D’Urbervilles.
Futhermore, Simpson states that system of language is significant to
report various „going on‟ in the world: actions and events, also thoughts and
perceptions. He adds that what we say and what we do is the result of encoding
the grammar of the clauses we use.
It also means accommodating in grammar a host of more abstract
relations, such as those that pertain between objects, circumstances and
logical concepts. (2004, p. 22)
Grammar suggests pattern to help delivering the message through the words that
are related to the entity of world or the content of the literary works.
In concluding the style of writing, the domain in which the literary work.
Leech and Short mention that style sometimes highlights on linguistic habbit of
writers, but in other time, it emphasizes the genre, the school of writing, the
period or combination of these (2007, p. 10). In addition, style is also motivated
choice from the set of language or register conventions or other social, political,
cultural and contextual parameters (Norgaard, Busse, & Montoro, 2010, p. 156).

C. Theoretical Framework
Based on the theories that are discussed, the focus of this study is on the
grammatical level of stylistics. Therefore, there are two main points to analyze in
this study. The first point is the relative clause found in Lear‟s limericks. The
second point is its contribution to Lear‟s style of writing.
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The theory of relative clauses and syntax are needed to answer the first
point. The relative clauses are categorized into restrictive and non-restrictive
relative clause based on Yule‟s criteria. Then, they are analyzed further based on
their noun antecedents and their function to the noun antecedents.
Furthermore, the second point is analyzed based on the result of the first
point and is related to Lear‟s style of writing. Lear‟s style of writing is concluded
from the types of relative clauses that are used in the limericks, the noun
antecedents that are modified, and the functions that each relative clause brings. In
this part, the theory of language and style is also used in order to strengthen the
analysis of text style derived from its language use. In conclusion, this study will
find the style of Lear‟s writing through relative clauses in his limericks.
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CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY

This chapter contains three parts. They are object of the study, approach of
the study, and method of the study covering two smaller sections, which are data
collection and data analysis. In the first subchapter, the object or data of the study
is described. It also explains the linguistic element that is analyzed. In the second
subchapter, the approach to analyze the linguistic element is argued. Lastly the
third subchapter explains how the data are collected and what steps are taken to
analyze the data.

A. Object of the Study
The object of this study was limericks from Edward Lear‟s book entitled
Complete Nonsense that was published in 1994. The book consists of 212
limericks that are written in two chapters. The first chapter is “A Book of
Nonsense” with 109 limericks and the second chapter is “More Nonsense” with
103 limericks. Each limerick has no title and consists of five lines.
The object of the study focused on grammatical level of stylistics. The
writer focused on analyzing the relative clauses found in the limericks. Those
relative clauses were analyzed per category based on the types of relative clauses,
the noun antecedent, the function of each relative clause to the noun antecedent,
and the relation of the drawings with the noun antecedents and the relative
clauses.
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B. Approach of the Study
To conduct this study, the writer used stylistic approach. According to
Simpson, stylistics is a method of textual interpretation that uses linguistic
structure from various forms, patterns, and levels of language (2004, p. 2). It
relates certain rules of language whether they are bent or obeyed in certain texts
that create distinctive patterns. Those distinctive patterns determine how writers
or schools deliver the meaning, message, or function of texts.
Simpson mentions seven levels of language to do stylistic analysis. They
are phonology, graphology, morphology, syntax or grammar, lexicology, and
pragmatics (2004, p. 5). Since this study focused on clause specifically relative
clause as the linguistic element, syntactic level of stylistics was the most suitable
to observe the data.

C. Method of the Study
1. Data Collection
To collect the data, the writer used population study that is defined as a
large group that has common or similar characteristic (Best & Kahn, 2006, p. 13).
After sorting 212 limericks in Lear‟s Complete Nonsense. The writer found 207
limericks that contain relative clauses. Each limerick has one relative clause so
that it was found 207 relative clauses. These 207 relative clauses became the
population of this study.
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The writer chose to analyze Edward Lear‟s limericks because Lear wrote them
in distinctive pattern of using relative clauses. After choosing the data, the writer
looked for the occurrence of relative clauses in the limericks and listed them to be
analyzed.
2. Data Analysis
In analyzing the data, the writer used grammatical level of stylistic
analysis. The data were analyzed to answer the formulated problems. First, the
writer examined the distribution of relative clause in the limericks according to
the theory of relative clause. Those relative clauses were categorized based on
their types that are restrictive and non-restrictive. The writer uses nine criteria by
Yule mentioned in the previous chapter. After that, each category of restrictive
and non-restrictive relative clauses was classified based on the noun antecedents
and the function of each relative clause for the noun antecedent. The writer used
the theory of syntax especially immediate constituent, noun phrases, and
prepositional phrase and the theory of relative clause. The noun antecedents and
relative clauses that are found are also analyzed and related to Lear‟s drawings.
These steps were used to answer the first problem of this study that is the use of
relative clause in the limericks.
Furthermore, to answer the second problem, that is Lear‟s style of writing,
the writer used the analysis of the use of relative clauses in the limericks. It
created certain patterns that help to constitute the style of Edward Lear in his
limericks. In the analysis, the theory of language and style was applied to
strengthen the analysis of text style derived from its language use.
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CHAPTER IV
ANALYSIS RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

This chapter consists of two parts. The first part is the distribution of how
relative clauses are used in Edward Lear‟s Complete Nonsense limericks. It
includes the categorization of restrictive and non-restrictive relative clause. Each
categorization covers the noun antecedents and the function of the relative clauses
to the noun antecedents. The second part is the analysis of how the use of relative
clauses constitutes the style of the limericks.

A. How Relative Clauses are Used in Edward Lear’s Limericks
After collecting the data, the writer finds 207 relative clauses from 212
limericks in Lear‟s Complete Nonsense. There are 106 relative clauses from the
first chapter, “A Book of Nonsense”, and 101 relative clauses in the second
chapter, “More Nonsense”. The writer applies theories of relative clauses by
Leech & Svartvik (1994), Downing & Locke (2002), Close (1977), Yule (1998),
and Nelson (2001) to categorize the types of relative clauses that are found. All of
the found relative clauses are finite relative clauses, which mean that they use
verbs to show tenses and use relative pronouns to introduce the clause.
In this part, the writer discusses the use of relative clauses in Lear‟s
limericks based on the types of relative clauses according to the communicative
function. The discussion is divided into two parts. They are restrictive relative
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clauses and non-restrictive relative clauses. The summary of restrictive and nonrestrictive relative clause in Lear‟s limerick is seen as follows.
Table 1. The Summary of the Types of Relative Clauses in Lear’s Limericks
No.

Type of Relative Clause

Frequency

Percentage (%)

1.

Non-Restrictive Relative Clause

192

93

2.

Restrictive Relative Clause

15

7

Total

207

100

The table above shows that non-restrictive relative clauses dominate the
occurrence of relative clauses in Lear‟s limericks. It is found 192 non-restrictive
relative clauses over 207 relative clauses. This frequency occupies 93 % of the
total relative clauses. In the other hand, the restrictive relative clause only has 15
occurrences with percentage of 7 %. The explanation of both non-restrictive and
restrictive relative clauses is explained further in the next discussion. It includes
the discussion of the noun antecedents that are used and the functions of the
relative clauses to the noun antecedents.

1. Restrictive Relative Clauses in the Limericks
After applying the criteria of Yule to all relative clauses, the writer finds
15 restrictive relative clauses in Lear‟s limericks. The found restrictive clauses are
presented in appendix 1. Below is shown one example of the restrictive relative
clause.
There was an Old Man who screamed out
Whenever they knocked him about
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It is obviously identified as restrictive relative clause due to the fact that it has no
separation markers such as comma and dash. Furthermore, it modifies the noun
that is more general comparing to the noun antecedent in non-restrictive relative
clause. The noun antecedent is an Old Man. It consists of Man as the head of
noun, Old as the complement, and an as the determiner. The head of noun is Man
that is a general classification of male sex. The adjective Old is used to identify
the category of age of the Man. It has age category but an Old Man does not have
enough detail to conclude one particular person. The noun antecedent still needs
to be defined.
The relative clause defines the noun antecedent. Who screamed out
whenever they knocked him about describes the action of an Old Man as the noun
antecedent. The action identifies which Old Man the limerick talks about. It is
only the Old Man who screamed out whenever they knocked him about. This
relative clause also contain adverbial clause whenever they knock him about. This
is an adverbial clause of frequency. On Macmillan Online Dictionary, whenever
means every time that something happens. Therefore this relative clause means
that an Old Man who always screamed out when they knocked him about. The
relative clause makes the noun antecedent clear and unique. The information that
is carried is necessary so it cannot be dropped or else the noun antecedent loses its
meaning.
The other 14 restrictive relative clauses are similar to the example above.
The differences are the noun antecedents that are used and the function of each
relative clause to the noun antecedent. They are discussed below.
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a. Noun Antecedent of Restrictive Relative Clause in the Limericks
In the sixteen restrictive relative clauses, there are three head nouns that
are used in the noun antecedents. They are Man, Lady, and person. They are used
to pattern the noun antecedents in the restrictive relative clauses in Lear‟s
limericks. The information about the noun antecedents in restrictive relative
clauses in Lear‟s limericks is provided in the table below.

Table 2. The Summary of Noun Antecedents in Restrictive Relative Clauses
in Lear’s Limericks
No.
1.
2.
3.

Noun
Antecedent
Man
Lady
Person
Total

Frequency Percentage (%)
7
6
2
15

47
40
13
100

From the table above, it is seen that Man dominates the occurrence of the
noun antecedents. The frequency is seven with percentage of 47 %. Then Lady is
in the second position. It occurs in six restrictive relative clauses with percentage
of 40 %. It is found that Person has the least frequency. Its frequency is two with
percentage of 13 %.
The noun antecedents in the non-restrictive relative clauses are noun
phrases that are more general than the noun phrases found in the non-restrictive
relative clauses. As Burton states that a noun phrase is divided into two immediate
constituents: determiner and nominal (2011, p. 141), each noun antecedent also
has both determiner and nominal.
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For all noun antecedents, the determiner is indefinite determiner, a if it is
preceding consonant sound such as young or an if it preceding vowel sound such
as old (Yule, 1998, p. 24). Yule mentions that the use of indefinite determiner
indicates that the noun is introduced for the first time (1998, p. 13). The noun
antecedent is new information in the limerick. Therefore, the referent of the noun
is not clear yet. In other words, the use of indefinite determiner shows that the
nominal is not specific.
The nominal consists of a pre-modifier and a head. The head nouns are
Man, Lady, and Person. Three of them are singular personal noun. They all refer
to human beings. The difference is in the sex. Dictionary defines man as an adult
male human (2012, p. 1060). It is stated that man is male. Lady is defined as a
woman of a particular age or type (2012, p. 973). It indicates lady as female. In
other hand, person is defined as a human being, especially considered as someone
with his/her own character (2012, p. 1295). Person does not show any sex. The
pre-modifiers are adjectives that are related to age. They are the adjectives young
and old. The adjective young only modifies lady and person. While the adjective
old only modifies all the heads: man, lady, and person.
The example of the immediate constituents is shown in immediate
constituent tree diagram of an Old Man below.
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From the tree diagram, the immediate constituents of an Old Man is „an‟ as
determiner and „Old Man‟ as nominal. It similarly happens to an Old Lady, a
Young Lady, an Old Person, and a Young Person.
How pre-modifier structures the nominal is presented clearly in the X-Bar
tree diagram mentioned by Carnie. Carnie suggests that modifier can be adjunct or
complement depends on the meaning of the modifier to the head noun and the
level of modifier in the tree diagram (2006, pp. 161-162). Below is the example of
X-bar tree diagram of an Old Man.

The tree diagram above shows that the adjective phrase is a sister to bar
level. Therefore, the adjective phrase „Old‟ is the adjunct. „Old‟ modifies the noun
„Man‟ not as necessary information. It does not answer the question „What Man?‟
but it answers the question „Which Man?‟ „A Man which is Old‟. Seen from this
example all the adjectives: „Old‟ and „Young‟ are modifiers that function as
adjunct to the head noun „Man‟, „Lady‟, or „Person‟.
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b. Functions of Restrictive Relative Clauses in the Limericks
All restrictive relative clauses function to define the noun antecedent.
However, each relative clause defines the noun antecedent differently. It means
that each relative clause has different specific function. The information about the
functions of relative clauses to the noun antecedents is presented below.
Table 3. The Summary of Functions of Restrictive Relative Clauses in Lear’s
Limericks
No.
1.
2.

Function of Relative Clause
To explain the characteristic of noun
antecedent
To state the speech of noun
antecedent
Total

Frequency
13

Percentage (%)
87

2

13

15

100

The table on the previous page shows that there are two functions of
restrictive relative clauses to the noun antecedents. The function of restrictive
relative clause to describe the characteristic of noun antecedent dominates the
functions of restrictive relative clauses in Lear‟s limerick. The frequency is 13
with percentage of 87 %. The other function that is to state the speech of noun
antecedent occurs in two restrictive relative. It has the percentage of 13 % of total
15 restrictive relative clauses.
i.

To Explain the Characteristic of the Noun Antecedent
It is known that restrictive relative clause general function is to identify or

define the noun antecedent. Most of restrictive clauses in Lear‟s limerick define
the noun antecedents by explaining the characteristic. The noun antecedents that
are defined are an Old Man, an Old Lady, a Young Lady, an Old person, and a
Young Person. Since the noun antecedents are person, the characteristic is seen as
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a feature or a quality that makes a person is easy to recognize and unique. From
eleven restrictive relative clauses, each characteristic is drawn from the feeling,
the belief, the behavior, the habit, the history, or the physical appearance that the
person has. They are considered as the feature of the person because they are the
things that make her/him distinct from other people
The data of all restrictive clauses that have this function is provided in the
appendix 2. In this part, the writer provides only two samples. The first sample is
displayed in the lines on the next page.
There was an Old Man whose remorse
Induced him to drink Caper Sauce
The relative clause above defines which an Old Man that is being talked about. It
is said that the Old Man had a remorse that made him to drink Caper sauce. This
specific feeling, which is remorse or regret, created a specific effect, which is to
drink a caper sauce. This fact is specific to refer to exactly which Old Man that is
being discussed. It gives a characteristic for an Old Man. In this limerick, he is
known as someone who had a remorse that induced him to drink caper sauce.
The second sample gives a characteristic of a Young Lady. The
characteristic is seen from her physical appearance. It is shown in the lines below.
There was a Young Lady whose chin
Resembled the point of a pin
The relative clause above identifies a Young Lady in the limerick. It is said that
her chin looked like the point of a pin, which means that it was very sharp. From
the relative clause, the characteristic of a Young Lady is stated. Her physical
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appearance is that she had a very sharp chin. Her characteristic is supported by the
picture in the limerick on the next page.

Figure 1. A Young Lady

(Lear, 1994, p. 26)
The picture above shows a woman who has a very sharp chin and uses her chin to
play harp. The activity of playing harp is not mentioned in the relative clause. It is
the information that is contained in the next clause.
ii.

To State the Speech of Noun Antecedent
This function is found in three relative clauses. The data is shown in the

appendix 2. The lines below are the sample of the relative clause that has this
function.
There was an Old Man who said, ‘Hush!
I perceive a young bird in this bush!’
In the lines above, the relative clause states what an Old Man said in direct quote.
He asked people to be quiet because he saw a young bird in this bush. The speech
gives the information about an Old Man as the subject of the limerick.
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This function is only found to modify an Old Man. Another example that
contains the speech of an Old Man is presented below.
There was an Old Man who said, ‘How
Shall I flee from that horrible cow?’
The relative clause on the previous page mentions a question that an Old Man
uttered. It is that he asked how he should flee from that horrible cow. Similar with
the previous example, this speech of an Old Man introduces him as the subject of
the limerick.
The last restrictive relative clause that has this function is in the lines
below.
There was an Old Man who said, ‘Well!
Will nobody answer this bell?
I have pulled day and night,
Till my hair has grown white,
But nobody answers this bell!’
In this case, the restrictive relative clause above is the longest. It does not only
introduce an Old Man as the subject but also becomes action, swift, and closing of
the limerick. It states the speech of an Old Man that contains the story of the
limerick. It is that an Old Man complained if someone would answer the bell
because he had been waiting for so long but no one answered the bell. To
dramatize the story, an Old Man stated that he had pulled the bell day and night
until his hair grew white.
2. Non-Restrictive Relative Clauses in the Limericks
The writer finds 192 non-restrictive relative clauses by applying Yule‟s
criteria. Those non-restrictive relative clauses are presented in appendix 3. The
lines below show one of the non-restrictive relative clauses.
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There was an Old Man of Calcuta,
Who perpetually ate bread and butter,
The relative clause is seen in bold. It is recognized as non-restrictive relative
clause because it is written separately by two commas. This fact makes the distant
linguistic connection with the noun antecedent and the whole sentence. It means
that the relative clause is not necessary and contains additional comment to the
noun antecedent. It does not define, but only gives extra information to the noun
antecedent. The relative clause can be dropped without losing an essential
meaning of both the noun antecedent and the whole sentence. It might happen
because the noun antecedent is already specific.
In the sample above, the noun antecedent is an Old Man of Calcuta. It is
more specific compared to the restrictive relative clause in the previous
discussion. In this case, the noun antecedent is not only modified by a premodifier but also modified by post-modifier that contain a proper noun, Calcuta.
As a matter of fact, Calcuta is the capital of India. The detail of the modifiers
already defines the head noun.
The discussion of the non-restrictive relative clauses in Lear‟s limerick is
discussed based on the noun antecedents and their functions to the noun
antecedent as follows.
a. Noun Antecedent of Non-restrictive Relative Clause in the limericks
In the 193 non-restrictive relative clauses that are found in Lear‟s
limericks, the writer categorizes the noun antecedents also based on the head of
the noun phrases. The modifiers are discussed in detailed later. The information
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about the noun antecedents of non-restrictive clauses in Lear‟s limerick is
provided in the table below.
Table 4. The Summary of Noun Antecedents in Non-Restrictive Relative
Clauses in Lear’s Limericks
No.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Noun Antecedent
Frequency Percentage (%)
Person
86
45
Man
79
40
Lady
26
14
Girl
1
1
192
100
Total
The noun antecedent Person dominates the occurrence of the noun
antecedents with total frequency of 86. The percentage is 45 %. The second
position occupied by Man with total frequency of 79 and percentage of 40 %. The
noun antecedent Lady has frequency of 26 that makes it the third position. Its
percentage is 14 %. The noun antecedent Girl only serves 1 % from the total of
192 non-restrictive relative clauses.
In the non-restrictive relative clauses the noun antecedents are more
specific compared to the restrictive relative clauses. As noun phrases, they consist
of determiner and more complex nominal. It can be seen in the immediate
constituents from one of the noun antecedents below.

From the tree diagram above, an Old Man of the Isles is divided into: „an‟ as
determiner and „Old Man of the Isles‟ as nominal. Compared to the noun
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antecedent in restrictive relative clauses, it is longer and more complex. In the rest
of noun antecedents this immediate constituents similarly happens. Only one noun
antecedent has a simple nominal as the restrictive ones, an Old Man. It also only
occurs in one non-restrictive relative clause.
In all noun antecedents of non-restrictive relative clauses, the determiner is
the same as the restrictive relative clauses, which is indefinite article a/an. It
indicates that the noun antecedent is introduced for the first time in the limerick.
The nominal consists of a head and both pre-modifier and post-modifier. The
heads are also similar with the restrictive one. They are Man, Lady, Girl, and
Person. They differ in term of sex, whether it is male, female, or unidentified. The
pre-modifiers are adjectives: young or old. It is similar to the restrictive clause that
the head noun is identified by each age category. However, it is identified more
specific with the post-modifier. The post-modifier is mostly prepositional phrase,
while some is noun phase. The prepositions that are used are of, in, at, on, and
with. The use of post-modifier already defines the noun antecedent.
Syntactically, the pre-modifiers: young and old still function as adjunct to
the head noun. The post-modifiers that are introduced by preposition in, at, on,
and with are also adjuncts. In other hand, the post-modifiers that are introduced by
preposition of are noun phrases function as complement. The writer presents two
examples of the noun antecedents in X-Bar tree diagrams. They show how the
noun antecedents are structured as noun phrases and how each smallest
constituent functions.
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The first example is an Old Man with a gong. It is drawn in tree diagram
below.

In the tree diagram above, both pre-modifier: Old and post-modifier: with a gong
is sisters to N bar level. Moreover they answer the question „Which Man?‟ „A
man which is old and has a gong”. These make both modifiers adjuncts.
The second example is noun antecedent a Young Girl of Majorca. It is
drawn with the tree diagram in the next page.
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The tree diagram shows that adjective Young as pre-modifier is a sister of N bar
which means it is an adjunct. The post-modifier „of Majorca‟ is also in the same
level with the noun bar. It gives information about which girl she is. She is a
Majorcan girl. These mean that the post-modifier is a adjunct.
The detailed explanation about the post modifies are presented bellow.
i.

Person
Person is pre-modified by the adjectives Old and Young. In Old Person,

the post-modifier is in the form prepositional phrases. The writer gives two
samples. The first sample is using preposition „of‟ to introduce the prepositional
phrase. It is provided below.
an Old Person of Tartary
The proper name follows the preposition „of‟. It is Tartary. It shows the origin of
Old Person and can also shows which people he belongs to. Oxford Online
Dictionary mentions that Tartary is a historical region of Asia and Eastern Europe,
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especially the high plateau of central Asia and its northwestern slopes, which
formed part of the Tartar Empire in the Middle Ages.
There is no portrayal of „Tartary‟ in the picture. It is because Tartary is a
region. If an Old Person is a Tartary Man, it cannot be seen physically. It is a
social construct that is not easy to capture in a drawing. The hand drawing for this
limerick is below.
Figure 2. An Old Man of Tartary

(Lear, 1994, p. 67)
The picture shows an Old Man with a knife, which in the relative clause is
mentioned that he cut his jugular artery. In the picture, there is also a woman who
is said as his wife in the limerick. Below is the whole limerick that contains this
noun antecedent.
There was an Old Person of Tartary,
Who divided his jugular artery;
But he screeched to his wife,
And she said, „Oh, my life!
Your death will be felt by all Tartary!‟
The content of limerick above including the content of relative clause is portrayed
in the picture shown previously.
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Then, preposition in is followed by the name of a color. This is the
example.
an Old Person in Grey
The prepositional phrase in that noun antecedent shows the color of clothing that
the Old Person wears, which is grey.
Similar to a Young Lady in White, the fact that an Old Person wears grey
attire cannot be portrayed in the hand drawing provided for this limerick.
Lastly in Young Person, the prepositions that are used in the prepositional
phrase as post-modifier are of and in. The preposition of is followed by a proper
noun shows name of region in Europe or United Kingdom. The example is shown
below.
a Young Person of Ayr
The proper noun Ayr shows the origin of a Young Person. Ayr is a city in
Scotland. It is similar as an Old Person of Tartary. The fact that a Young Person
comes from Ayr cannot be drawn in the picture for this limerick.
Then, the preposition in is followed by color. It identifies the color of
clothing that the Young Person wore. It is shown in the sample in the next page
a Young Person in Pink
The post-modifier in the noun antecedent above give the information that the
Young Person wears pink attire. For the hand drawing, the fact that a Young
Person wears pink attire is not portrayed. The reason is the same with a Young
Lady in White and an Old Person in Grey.
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ii.

Man
Man is pre-modified by adjective Old. In Old Man, the post-modifiers

differ into two types. They are prepositional phrase and zero post-modifier. The
prepositional phrases use six preposition: with, on, in, at, and of. Some of the
prepositional phrases are portrayed in Lear‟s hand drawings for each limerick, but
some are not. This is also discussed in this part.
The preposition with is followed by another noun phrase that mentions
parts of body, living thing, and non-living things. Below is the sample of the noun
antecedents that contain preposition with.
an Old Man with a beard
The noun antecedent above consists of prepositional phrase that is introduced by
with. In this case with a beard means to have a beard. Hence the whole noun
antecedent means a Man who is old and has a beard. That an Old Man has a beard
can be seen in the hand drawing for this limerick below.
Figure 3. An Old Man with a Beard

(Lear, 1994, p. 21)
The picture above shows the beard of an Old Man.
Another sample is seen as follows.
an Old Man with a gong
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The use of preposition with in the noun antecedent above is similar with the
previous sample. The preposition with also shows what the man has. It is a gong.
The whole antecedent means a Man who is old and has a gong. Below is
presented the hand drawing of Lear for this limerick showing that an Old Man has
a gong.
Figure 4. An Old Man with a Gong

(Lear, 1994, p. 24)
In picture on the previous page, there is a gong that is owned by an Old Man.
The last sample of the noun antecedent that contain with in this part is
provided below.
an Old Man with an owl
In this noun antecedent with also means to have. The whole clause means a Man
who is old and has an owl. That an Old Man has an owl is seen in the hand
drawing provided in the limerick below.
Figure 5. An Old Man with an Owl

(Lear, 1994, p. 68)
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It is seen in the picture that an Old Man is with an owl. From these three
examples can be concluded that the preposition with means 'to have'.
The second preposition is on. It is used to show the position of the Man.
The sample is shown below.
an Old Man on some rocks
In the noun antecedent above, the whole phrase means a Man who is old and
stands on some rocks. The hand drawing on the next page shows that an Old Man
stands on some rocks.

Figure 6. An Old Man on some Rocks

(Lear, 1994, p. 53)
In the picture above, there are some rocks in where an Old Man stands.
The other two prepositions: in and at also show the position of the Man. It
indicates where an Old Man stands, sits, or lies down. The sample of the noun
antecedent that contains preposition in is shown below.
an Old Man in a boat
This noun antecedent means a Man who is old and is in a boat. That an Old Man
is in a boat is portrayed in the hand drawing below.
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Figure 7. An Old Man in a Boat

(Lear, 1994, p. 28)
It can be seen in the picture that an Old Man is lying down in a floating boat.
The next example shows the noun antecedent that has prepositional phrase
introduced by preposition at.
an Old Man at a casement
The noun antecedent above means a Man who is old and stands at the window so
that the man is seen from the window. The hand drawing found in the limerick
shows that an Old Man is inside the window. It can be seen in the picture below.
Figure 8. An Old Man at a Casement

(Lear, 1994, p. 71)
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The fifth preposition is of. It is followed by a proper noun. The proper
noun shows the name of a region, mostly located in the United Kingdom, Europe,
or countries that had been colonized by England. Below is the example.
an Old Man of Vienna
In the noun antecedent above, the proper noun that is used is Vienna. It gives the
information about the Old Man‟s origin. He is from Vienna, which is the capital
city of Austria, Europe. That an Old Man is a Vienna man cannot be seen from
the hand drawing in the limerick. It is because the fact that an Old Man comes
from Vienna is not physical. The hand drawing shows something that can be
captured physically. In this case, the hand drawing portrays the content of the
limerick that includes the content of the relative clause
The last is Old Man without any post-modifier. It is seen in the relative
clause in the lines below.
There was an Old Man, who when little
Fell casually into a Kettle;
It seems similar with the restrictive relative clause that it has only premodifier. The modifier is the adjective „Old‟ that shows the age of „Man‟. It is
more general antecedent that the other antecedents in restrictive relative clauses.
Nevertheless, Lear intends that the relative clause is a unnecessary information by
putting commas. The information is erasable. It means that even though the noun
antecedent is general, the relative clause is non-restrictive because of the
separation marks.
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In the hand drawing, an Old Man is not portrayed. Lear draws the content
of the limerick including the content of the relative clause below.
Figure 9. An Old Man

(Lear, 1994, p. 84)
iii.

Lady
Lady is pre-modified by the adjectives Old and Young. In Old Lady, the

post-modifier is prepositional phrase that is introduced with preposition of. It is
followed by a proper noun. The proper noun is the name of region in Europe or
United Kingdom. The examples of this noun antecedent are provided in the
appendix 3. Below is the sample of the noun antecedent.
an Old Lady of Chertsey
The noun antecedent means a Lady who is old and originates from Chertsey.
Chertsey is town in Runnymede, Surrey, England. It is located in the bank of
Thames River.
For the hand drawing in the limerick that contains this noun antecedent,
that an Old Lady’s origin is Chertsey is not portrayed. It cannot be physically
seen. In pictures below, the hand drawing shows the content of the limerick.
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Figure 10. An Old Lady of Chertsey

(Lear, 1994, p. 25)
The picture above does not portray an Old Lady of Cherstey.
In Young Lady, the post-modifier is prepositional phrases that are
introduced by preposition of and in. The preposition of is followed by a proper
noun. It is a name of region in Europe or United Kingdom. The sample.
a Young Lady of Dorking
The proper name in the noun antecedent below is Dorking. It gives the
information of the origin of a Young Lady. She comes from Dorking, which is a
market town in Surrey, England. The fact that a Young Lady comes from Dorking
is not portrayed in the hand drawing with the same reason that it is not something
physical.
In other hand, the preposition in is followed by adjective that shows color.
The sample is shown below.
a Young Lady in White
The noun antecedent a Young Lady in White does not mean a Lady who is young
and has a white skin, but it means a Lady who is young and wears a white attire or
dress. The preposition in shows the color of the attire or dress that a Young Lady
wears.
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Even though attire and color are physical which means can be seen, it is
not portrayed in Lear‟s hand drawings. The reason is that all his drawings are in
black and white. Here is the hand drawing of limerick that contains a Young Lady
in White.
iv.

Girl
There is only one non-restrictive relative clause with Giri. It is modified

by the adjective Young. In Young Girl, the post-modifier is prepositional phrase
that is introduced by preposition of. This preposition is followed by a proper name
that shows a region in Europe or United Kingdom is following. Below is the
example.
a Young Girl of Majorca
In the noun antecedent above, the proper name that is used is Majorca. It gives the
information about where a Young Girl comes from. She comes from Majorca, an
island in Spain, Europe.
A Girl of Majorca is not portrayed in Lear‟s hand drawing for this
limerick. The same reason from the previous example applies. Here is the hand
drawing for this limerick.
Figure 11. A Girl of Majorca

(Lear, 1994, p. 69)
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The picture on the previous page shows two females. One is said as a Young Girl
of Majorca and the other is her aunt. The picture portrays an astonished Girl of
Majorca. Her astonishment is caused by her very fast walker aunt who walked
seventy miles and jumped fifteen stiles. This explanation is from the limerick
below.
There was a Young Girl of Majorca,
Whose aunt was a very fast walker;
She walked seventy miles,
And leaped fifteen stiles,
Which astonished that Girl of Majorca.
The limerick above including the relative clause is captured into the hand drawing
shown previously.

b. Function of Non-Restrictive Relative Clauses in the Limericks
Non-restrictive relative clauses function to add supplementary information
for the noun antecedents because the noun antecedents are already defined. The
supplementary information that is given to the noun antecedents by the nonrestrictive relative clauses is various. In other words, it is found several specific
functions of non-restrictive relative clauses in Lear‟s limericks. The information
about the functions is presented in the table in the next page.
Table 5. The Summary of Functions of Non-Restrictive Relative Clause in
Lear’s Limericks
No.
1.
2.

Function of Relative Clause

Frequency

To give information about the
characteristic of noun antecedent
To tell about the action of noun
antecedent

103

Percentage
(%)
53

67

36
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3.
4.
5.

To state the speech of noun antecedent
To tell about other‟s action toward
noun antecedent
To tell about the state of noun
antecedent
Total

8
8

4
4

6

3

192

100

The table above shows that there are five functions of the non-restrictive
relative clauses relative clauses to the noun antecedents. The frequency of each
function is presented in percentage based on the total 192 restrictive relative
clauses. The function to give information about the characteristic of noun
antecedent dominates the other functions. It has 103 frequencies with percentage
of 53 %. Then the function to tell about the action of noun antecedent becomes the
second position with frequency of 67. The percentage is 36 %. It is followed by
the functions to state the speech of noun antecedent and to tell about other‟s action
toward noun antecedent. Each of them has the frequency of eight with the
percentage of 4 %. The function that is least used is to tell about the condition of
noun antecedent. It happens in six non-restrictive relative clauses with percentage
of 3 %. All of those functions are discussed further in the discussion below. It is
discussed based on the noun antecedent.
i. To Give Information about the Characteristic of Noun Antecedent
The first function is to give information about her/his characteristic. This
function is found in all noun antecedents: an Old Man, an Old Lady, a Young
Lady, a Young Girl, an Old Person, and a Young Person. Longman Dictionary
defines characteristic of person as quality or feature that is typical of them and
easy to recognize (2012, p. 269). From 101 non-restrictive relative clauses relative
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clauses, the characteristic is derived from the physical appearance, the manners,
the behavior, the personality, the action that is continually done, the way of living,
the family, and other things that make her/him distinct from other people.
The data of the non-restrictive relative clauses that carry out this function
is presented in the appendix 4. The writer provides four samples of this function.
The first sample is seen in the lines below.
There was an Old Man of the Isles,
Whose face was pervaded with smiles;
The relative clause explains about an Old Man of the Isles‟ face. It is said that his
face was pervaded with smiles. It means that the Old Man liked to smile a lot. It
indicates that he was a friendly and cheerful person. The indication is supported
by the whole limericks. The whole limerick is presented below.
There was an Old Man of the Isles,
Whose face was pervaded with smiles;
He sang „High dum diddle‟
And played on the fiddle,
That amiable man of the Isles.
The clause after the relative clause shows that an Old Man of the Isles likes to
sang and played instrument. What he sang sounds joyful and entertaining. In
addition, the last line concludes that he is amiable. The whole limerick agrees
with the characteristic of the Old Man, which is drawn from the relative clause:
friendly and cheerful.
The second example shows the characteristic from another aspect. It is
seen in the lines below.
There was a Young Lady of Parma,
Whose conduct grew calmer and calmer;
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The relative clause above shows the characteristic of a Young Lady of Parma.
There is said that she was calm and got calmer each time. It means that she was a
very calm person. In this sample, the characteristic is seen from her personality.
The third sample give the characteristic based on the food that the person
ate daily. It is presented in the lines below.
There was an Old Person of Putney,
Whose food was roast spiders and chutney;
The relative clause above mentions the food that an Old Person of Putney ate. He
ate roast spiders and chutney. It is not a common food to eat. Moreover, because
roast spiders and chutney were his food, it indicates that he ate them not only one.
The food that he ate distinguishes the Old Person of Putney from other people.
Hence, it can be his characteristic.
The last sample the characteristic that is drawn from what was done
continuously. It is seen in the lines below.
There was an Old Man on a Hill,
Who seldom, if ever, stood still;
In the sample above, the relative clause mentions what an Old Man on a Hill
almost never did: the Old Man almost never stood still. It means that he always
moved, walked, and run. What he did or his behavior makes him peculiar from
others. Therefore it can be recognized as his characteristic.
ii. To State the Speech of Noun Antecedent
The non-restrictive relative clauses also state what the noun antecedents
said. The noun antecedents are an Old Man, an Old Lady, a Young Lady, and an
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Old Person. The writer gives one sample of this function. The first is shown in the
lines below.
There was an Old Man with a beard,
Who said, ‘It is just as I feared!
Two owls and a Hen
Four Larks and a Wren,
Have built their nests in my beard!’
The relative clause above states what the Old Man with a beard said. The saying is
related to the beard that he had. It happens similarly to others examples that are
presented in the appendix 4.
iii. To Tell about the State of Noun Antecedent
The third function is to tell about the state of the noun antecedents. This
function is found in an Old Man and an Old Person. State means the physical and
mental condition that someone is in. The non-restrictive relative clauses carrying
out this function are provided in the appendix 4. In this part, the writer shows only
two examples. The first is shown in the lines below.
There was an Old Man in a Tree,
Who was horribly bored by a bee;
The relative clause above shows the state of an Old Man in a Tree. It is that he
was horribly bored. His boredom was caused by a bee.
The second example shows the state of an Old Person. It can be seen in the
lines below.
There was an Old Person of Prague,
Who was suddenly seized with the Plague;
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In the lines above, the relative clauses gives the state of an Old Person of Prague.
It is said that an Old Person of Prague was suddenly seized with the Plague. It
means that he was sick or infected by certain disease.
iv. To Tell about the Action of Noun Antecedent
Many non-restrictive relative clauses mention that the noun antecedent did
something, but not all of them are included in this function. The action in this
function means the action that is only done once. It is not a repeated action. The
repeated action is discussed as the characteristic in the first function. This function
modifies an Old Man, an Old Lady, a Young Lady, an Old Person, and a Young
Person.
The non-restrictive relative clauses that have this function can be seen in
the appendix 4. In this part, the writer provides three samples. The first sample is
shown in the lines below.
There was an Old Man of Peru,
Who watched his wife making a stew;
The relative clause above tells what an Old Man of Peru did. It is that he watched
his wife making a stew.
The second example shows different noun antecedent. It can be seen in the
lines below.
There was a Young Lady of Sweden,
Who went by the slow train to Weedon;
In the sample above, the relative clause shows what a Young Lady of Sweden did.
It is that she went by the slow train to Weedon.
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The next sample also displays different noun antecedent. It is presented in
the lines below.
There was an Old Lady of France,
Who taught little Ducklings to dance;
The relative clause above shows what an Old Lady of France did. It is that she
taught little Ducklings to dance.
v. To Tell about Other’s Action Toward Noun Antecedent
The last function is to tell what other did to the noun antecedent. In this
case, the other can be person or animal. This function is found in a Young Lady,
an Old Person, and a Young Person. The non-restrictive clauses that serve this
function is shown in the appendix 4. Below is a given sample for this function.
There was a Young Lady of Hull,
Who was chased by a virulent bull;
The relative clause above tells that a virulent bull chased a Young Lady of Hull.
In this sample, the other is an animal.
The writer shows another sample below tells what a person did to the noun
antecedent.
There was an Old Person of Smyrna,
Whose grandmother threatened to burn her;
The relative clause above shows what her grandmother did to an old Person of
Smyrna. It is that she threatened to burn the Old Person.
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B. How Relative Clauses Constitute Style of Lear’s Limericks
The style of limericks written by Edward Lear in his book, Complete
Nonsense, can be seen from the relative clauses that are found in his 207
limericks. Based on how the relative clauses are used in the limericks that have
been discussed in the previous discussion, it is found that Lear‟s limericks have
grammatical style. The writer finds five features that the style of Lear‟s limericks.
Those features help the readers to know the characteristics of the limericks.
Moreover, they show that Lear has a concept in writing his limericks on Complete
Nonsense. He has a big outline covering generalization of the noun antecedents
the relative clauses that are used to introduce the subjects of the limericks, and the
functions the relative clauses, also the relation of the hand drawings with the noun
antecedents. Those five features are explained in the following parts.
1. Domination of Relative Clauses
First is the dominant use of relative clauses. From 211 limericks that Lear
writes, Lear writes 207 limericks that contain relative clauses. Each of 207
limericks contains one relative clause. Therefore, it is found 207 relative clauses
in Lear‟s limericks. All relative clauses are finite relative clauses and well formed
without any deviation. They are divided into two types: restrictive and nonrestrictive. It is found 15 restrictive relative clauses and 192 non-restrictive
relative clauses. They modify the subjects of the limericks in different way. The
restrictive relative clauses modify the subjects by defining them while the nonrestrictive ones only give additional comment to the subjects.
One example of relative clause in Lear‟s limerick is presented below.
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There was a Young Girl of Majorca,
Whose aunt was a very fast walker;
She walked seventy miles,
And leaped fifteen stiles,
Which astonished that Girl of Majorca.
The example above is a whole limerick written by Lear. The story is about a
Young Girl of Majorca. In other words, a Young Girl of Majorca is the subject of
the limericks. Following a Young Girl of Majorca, there is a non-restrictive
relative clause whose aunt was a very fast walker. This non-restrictive relative
clause gives information about her aunt who walked really fast. This information
introduces a Young Girl of Majorca as the subject of the limerick.
The use of relative clauses indicates that Lear‟s limericks conform the
rules of grammar. Even though Lear‟s limericks are known as nonsense, which
means the contradiction to relations and harmonies of life (Lear, 1994, p. 7),
syntactically they are full of sense. The story and content of his limericks present
contradiction and oddness of what common sense in society is. They cannot be
accepted from the perspective of what people have, do, and think in ordinary life.
Nevertheless, they are well delivered and easy to understand. One of the reason is
because the use of well-structured phrase and clause in the limericks.
In addition, Lear seems not to set aside the importance of tenses by using
finite relative clause. Lear uses simple past tense, past perfect tense, or past
continuous tense in the relative clauses. It indicates that the story happens in past.
The story no longer exists in this present time. It is only retold as narrative so that
the readers get some value or moral message from it. Moreover, the writer
suggests that the use of the past tense also indicates that the story might not be
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true, not based on fact, or imaginative. It is similar to the use of past tense in
conditional and wishing sentences. The writer gives two examples of the use of
past tense in Lear‟s limericks. First example is below.
There was a Young Lady of Sweden,
Who went by the slow train to Weedon;
In the lines below, the use of verb past was and went show simple past tense. It
retells a story that some time ago there was a Young Lady of Sweden who went
by the slow train to Weedon.
The next example shows the possibility of using past tense to tell funny
imaginative story.
There was an Old Lady of France,
Who taught little Ducklings to dance;
The example above tells a story about an Old Lady of France who taught little
Ducklings to dance. Teaching ducks to dance is odd and not common in society. It
might rarely happen. Similar to some narrative text or other works of literature,
this limerick contains imaginative story that is not based on fact.

2. Domination of Non-restrictive Relative Clauses
Second is the dominance of non-restrictive relative clause. From the
analysis that has been done, it is found 192 non-restrictive relative clauses over
207 relative clauses in Lear‟s limericks. It is mentioned that non-restrictive
clauses do not define the noun antecedents. They give the additional information
to the noun antecedents. Non-restrictive relative clauses contain interesting and
important information to the larger conversation, but it is not an essential for
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precise identification of the noun antecedent. In this case, larger conversation is
the limerick as a whole. Shea compares restrictive and non-restrictive clause as
follows.
think of a restrictive clause as a liver: a vital organ of the sentence that
cannot be removed without killing it. A nonrestrictive clause, however, is
more like the appendix or tonsils of a sentence: It may be desirable to
have but can be removed without dying (so long as one does so
carefully). (2014, p. 105)
Non-restrictive clauses are compared as appendices or tonsils of sentences. In
sentences, it is desirable yet removable.
The point is not that non-restrictive clauses are not essential for noun
antecedent and removable. It is that they are something desirable, interesting, also
important to larger context. By adding non-restrictive relative clauses, Lear makes
the limericks more interesting. The fact that it carries interesting information
makes the limericks entertaining, which is one of the functions of literary text.
This can be seen in one of his limerick with non-restrictive relative clause
below.
There was an Old Man of the Isles,
Whose face was pervaded with smiles;
He sang „High dum diddle‟
And played on the fiddle,
That amiable man of the Isles.
On the example above, the relative clause whose face was pervaded with smiles
are not essential information for an Old Man of the Isles. It can be dropped
without losing the meaning of the whole limerick because the noun antecedent is
already clear which is an Old Man of the Isles, also it is separated by commas
which mean it is non-restrictive. It only gives additional comment that the Old
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Man was full of smiles. It helps the readers to easily picture physically an Old
Man of the Isles in their minds. Hence, this comment makes the whole limerick
more interesting for the readers.

3. Consistency of Noun Antecedents
Third is the consistency of the noun antecedents. Lear uses same and
similar antecedents to all of his limericks. In other words, the subjects of the
limericks are same or similar. As it is analyzed in the previous discussion, the
relative clauses modify noun antecedents: an Old Man, an Old Lady, a Young
Lady, a Young Girl, an Old Person, and a Young Person. These noun antecedents
are the subjects of the limericks. They are particular persons that are talked about
in the limericks or the characters of the story conveyed in the limericks.
Lear only uses human beings as the subjects of his limericks. As it is
mentioned that that limericks portray human behavior and value in humorous
way, Lear categorizes human based on their sex and age. Lear sees human as male
or man and female or girl or lady. Sometimes the identification of sex is not
necessary so that „person‟ is used. In matter of age, Lear uses „old‟ and „young‟. It
might indicate that there are certain or slightly difference behavior of male,
female, young, and old people. Through limericks, Lear depicts the value of
human from the behavior of an Old Man, an Old Lady, a Young Lady, a Young
Girl, an Old Person, and a Young Person with funny and odd story.
Furthermore, this regular use of several noun antecedents is the special
characteristic of Lear‟s limericks. It makes his limericks unique. When the readers
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read a limerick with an Old Man, an Old Lady, a Young Lady, a Young Girl, an
Old Person, or a Young Person as the subject of the limerick, they will directly
know that the writer is Edward Lear.
For example, as readers read this following limerick, they know that it is
written by Lear.
There was an Old Man in a Tree,
Who was horribly bored by a bee;
When they said, „Does it buzz?‟
He replied, „Yes, it does!
It‟s a regular brute of a bee!‟
This limerick contains an Old Man as the noun antecedent of relative clause who
was horribly bored by a bee. The noun antecedent an Old Man is a mark of Lear‟s
limericks.

4. Consistency of the Noun Antecedent and the Drawing
Forth is the relation of noun antecedents and relative clauses with Lear‟s
hand drawings. Lear makes a special drawing for each limerick. In some
drawings, the subjects of the limericks are clearly presented with the same
description of the noun antecedent. The noun antecedents that are related to Lear‟s
drawings are modified by the non-restrictive relative clauses. They are the noun
antecedents with the post modifiers.
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Below is the example of Lear‟s drawing.
Figure 12. An Old Man with an Owl

(Lear, 1994, p. 68)
The picture above shows an owl and a man. This picture is drawn for the limerick
that has An Old Man with an Owl as the noun antecedent of non-restrictive clause
who bumped on it all day long. The noun antecedent an Old Man with an Owl is
related with what Lear draws.
It is supposed that the hand drawing is used to strengthen the message of
the limericks for the readers. The hand drawings are also hilarious and not
realistic. This makes a humorous effect for the limericks. In addition, this
correlation between the drawings and the noun antecedents make readers easier to
understand what Lear means with his limericks easily.

5. Consistency of the Relative Clauses’s Functions
The last is the specific functions of the relative clauses to the noun
antecedents. In the previous discussion, there are five specific functions of
restrictive and non-restrictive relative clauses to the noun antecedents. They are to
tell the characteristic of noun antecedent, to tell about the action of noun
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antecedent, to state the speech of noun antecedent, to tell about other‟s action
toward noun antecedent, and to tell about the state of noun antecedent. These
functions generalize the content of the relative clauses. From 207 relative clauses
they generally only tell about five things. Those are what the characteristics of the
subjects are or how the subjects are describe, what the subject says, what the
subjects do, what others do to the subjects, and how are the conditions of the
subjects.
The limerick below is an example of how a relative clause describes the
subject of the limerick.
There was a Young Lady whose chin
Resembled the point of a pin;
So she had it made sharp,
And purchased a harp,
And played several tunes with her chin.
In this limerick, relative clause whose chin resembled the point of a pin mentions
the physical characteristic of a Young Lady as its noun antecedent also as the
subject of the limerick.
Below is another example on how a relative clause states the condition of
the subject of Lear‟s limerick.
There was an Old Person of Prague,
Who was suddenly seized with the Plague;
But they gave them butter,
Which caused him to mutter,
And cured that Old Person of Prague.
The limerick above contains relative clause who was suddenly seized with the
plague. This relative clause gives information about the condition of an Old
Person of Plague as the subject of the limerick. It is that an Old Person of Prague

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI
68

was sick. The other functions of relative clauses have been explained in previous
part.
In making his limericks, Lear has five points to introduce the subjects. He
does not tell about the subjects randomly. The main ideas for how the subjects are
described are seen from the five functions of the relative clauses to the noun
antecedents. He has the order and a big outline. It is similar with the use of seven
noun antecedents that is mentioned previously.
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

This study has two objectives to attain. First is to explain the use of
relative clauses in Edward Lear‟s Complete Nonsense limericks including what
types of relative clauses that are used, what nouns that are modified, and what
function that each relative clause brings. Second is to conclude the style of the
limericks from the patterns of the relative clause types, the noun antecedents, and
the function of the relative clause to the noun antecedent.
For the first objective, the writer has analyzed 212 limericks written by
Edward Lear in Complete Nonsense. It is found 207 relative clauses in 207
limericks. The relative clauses are categorized based in their communicative
functions into restrictive and non-restrictive relative clauses. The non-restrictive
relative clause dominates the occurrence of relative clauses. The frequency is 192
with percentage of 93 %. On the other hand, the restrictive relative clauses only
occur in 15 relative clauses with percentage of 7 %.
In restrictive relative clauses, there are three patterns of the noun
antecedents that are used. They are Man Lady, and Person. These noun
antecedents are more general than the noun antecedents found in non-restrictive
relative clause. They only consist of indefinite determiner, pre-modifier that is
adjective of age, and head that is personal nouns.
antecedents are used as the subject of the limericks.

69

In addition, the noun
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Furthermore, it is found two functions of restrictive relative clauses to the
noun antecedents: to and to state her/his saying occurs in three restrictive relative.
The function „to describe the characteristic of noun antecedent‟ dominates the
functions of restrictive relative clauses in Lear‟s limerick. The frequency is 12
with percentage of 80 %.
In non-restrictive relative clauses, it is found four patterns of the noun
antecedents used in non-restrictive clauses: Person, Man, Lady, and Girl. The
noun antecedents are more complex than the previous ones. They consist of
indefinite determiner, pre-modifier that is adjective of age, and head that is
personal nouns, and post-modifier in the form of prepositional phrase. The postmodifiers are various. However, the writer patterns the noun antecedents based on
only pre-modifier and head noun. These noun antecedents also play the role as
subjects of the limericks.
There are six functions of the non-restrictive relative clauses relative
clauses to the noun antecedents First is to give information about the
characteristic of noun antecedent, which dominates the other functions with 101
frequencies and percentage of 53 %. Second is to tell about the action of noun
antecedent. Third is to state the saying of noun antecedent. Forth is to tell about
other‟s action toward noun antecedent. The last is to tell about her/his condition.
In the second objective, the writer finds that Lear uses grammatical feature
seen from the use of relative clauses for his style. It is supported by five features:
domination of relative clause, domination of non-restrictive relative clause,
consistency of noun antecedent, consistency of noun antecedent and Lear‟s
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drawing, and consistency of relative clause‟s functions. They help the readers to
know the characteristics of the limericks and show Lear‟s concept in writing his
limericks.
In conclusion, this study finds Lear uses grammatical feature for his style
seen from the use of relative clause, noun antecedent, drawings, and functions of
relative clause. Lear always uses person as the subject of the limerick. It is seen
from the use of Man, Lady, Lady, Girl, and Person as the noun antecedents. Those
subjects are introduced by the relative clauses. The restrictive relative clauses
describe the characteristics of the persons or to describe the persons through their
speech. Moreover, the non-restrictive relative clauses give extra information about
the characteristics, the speeches, the actions, and the states of the persons as the
subjects of the limericks. Those relative clauses gives clear images of the subjects
so that the readers can clearly see what kind of person and what the persons are
doing in the limericks. Moreover, the presence of the drawings in the limericks
supports the information that is given by the relative clauses and the postmodifiers of the noun antecedents. The drawings highlight the subjects of the
limericks and the actions of the limericks. Lear wants the readers to get real
images of the subjects so that the messages of the limericks strongly delivered to
the readers.
The repeated use of the relative clauses to introduce the subject of the
limericks, the consistent use of human beings: man, lady, girl, and person in the
noun antecedents as the subject of the limericks, the consistent use of the relative
clauses functions, also the relation of the drawings to both the relative clauses and
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the noun antecedents make the limericks of Lear distinct from other limericks.
The readers will directly notice whether the limericks are written by Lear from
those distinctive patterns.
As an author, Lear delivers his limericks as a work of literature without
the absence of grammar. It makes the readers easily understand and keep
entertained. This study shows that the style of literary text especially limerick or
other kinds of poem can be concluded from the grammatical features. Not all
literary works contain deviation in grammar. It proves that the use of stylistic
approach in grammatical level is applicable.
To improve the analysis about Lear‟s work and stylistic analysis, the
writer suggests the other researcher to conduct similar analysis in different level
of stylistic or on different object. The style of Lear‟s writing for his limericks or
other works can be analyzed deeper through other levels of stylistic: phonology,
graphology, morphology, lexicology, and pragmatics. Nevertheless, the style of
other poets can also be analyzed by the same approach so that stylistic analysis is
enriched.
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APPENDICES
Appendix 1: Lines Containing Restrictive Relative Clause and Its Noun
Antecedent
No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.

9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.

Restrictive Relative Clause with Noun Antecedent
an Old Man
There was an Old Man whose despair
Induced him to purchase a Hare,
There was an Old Man whose remorse,
Induced him to drink Caper Sauce;
There was an Old Man who supposed
That the street door was partially closed;
There was an Old Man who said. ‘How
Shall I flee from that horrible cow?’
There was an Old Man who said, ‘Hush!
I perceive a young bird in this bush!’
There was an Old Man who said, ‘Well!
Will nobody answer this bell?
I have pulled day and night,
Till my hair has grown white,
But nobody answers this bell!’
There was an Old Man on whose nose,
Most birds of the air could repose;
There was an Old Man who screamed out
Whenever they knocked him about;
Restrictive Relative Clause with Noun Antecedent
an Old Lady
There was an Old Lady whose folly
Induced her to sit in a holly;
Restrictive Relative Clause with Noun Antecedent
an Young Lady
There was a Young Lady whose bonnet
Came untied when the birds sat upon it;
There was a Young Lady whose chin
Resembled the point of a pin;
There was a Young Lady whose eyes
Were unique as to colour and size;
There was a Young Lady whose nose
Was so long that it reached to her toes;
There was a Young Lady whose Nose
Continually prospers and grows;
Restrictive Relative Clause with Noun Antecedent
an Old Person
There was an Old Person whose habits
Induced him to feed upon rabbits;
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Page
84
111
33
55
59
65

73
96

48

23
26
35
40
126

36
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16.

Restrictive Relative Clause with Noun Antecedent
an Young Person
There was a Young Person whose History
Was always considered a Mystery;

129

Appendix 2: Functions of Restrictive Relative Clause
No.

Noun Antecedent

1.

an Old Man

2.

an Old Man

3.

an Old Man

4.

an Old Man

5.

an Old Man

6.

an Old Lady

7.

a Young Lady

8.

a Young Lady

9.

a Young Lady

10. a Young Lady

11. a Young Lady

12. an Old Person

Restrictive Relative
Clause
whose despair
Induced him to
purchase a Hare,
whose remorse,
Induced him to drink
Caper Sauce;
who supposed
That the street door
was partially closed;
on whose nose,
Most birds of the air
could repose;
who screamed out
Whenever they
knocked him about;
whose folly
Induced her to sit in a
holly;
whose bonnet
Came untied when the
birds sat upon it;
whose chin
Resembled the point of
a pin;
whose eyes
Were unique as to
colour and size;
whose nose
Was so long that it
reached to her toes;
whose Nose
Continually prospers
and grows;
whose habits
Induced him to feed
upon rabbits;

Functions

To explain the
characteristic of noun
antecedent
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13. a Young Person

14. an Old Man

15. an Old Man

whose History
Was always considered
a Mystery;
who said, „Hush!
I perceive a young bird
in this bush!‟
who said, „Well!
Will nobody answer
this bell?
I have pulled day and
night,
Till my hair has grown
white,
But nobody answers
this bell!‟

To state the speech of
noun antecedent

Appendix 3: Lines Containing Non-Restrictive Relative Clause and Its Noun
Antecedent
No.

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Page
Non-Restrictive Relative Clause with Noun Antecedent
an Old Man
There was an Old Man with a beard,
Who said, ‘It is just as I feared!
Two Owls and a Hen,
Four Larks and a Wren,
Have all built their nests in my beard!’
There was an Old Man with a nose,
Who said, ‘If you choose to suppose
That my nose is too long,
You are certainly wrong!’
There was an Old Man on a hill,
Who seldom, if ever, stood still;
There was an Old Man with a gong,
Who bumped at it all day long;
There was an Old Man in a Tree,
Who was horribly bored by a bee;
There was an Old Man of Kilkenny,
Who never had more than a penny;
There was an Old Man in a boat,
Who said, ‘I’m afloat! I’am afloat!’
There was an Old Man of Moldavia,
Who had the most curious behavior;
There was an Old Man of Madras,
Who rode on a cream-coloured ass;

21

22

22
24
25
27
28
29
29
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

There was an Old Man of the Isles,
Whose face was pervaded with smiles;
There was an Old Man of Columbia,
Who was thirsty and called out for some beer!
There was an Old Man of the West,
Who wore a pale plum-coloured vest;
There was an Old Man of the Wrekin,
Whose shoes made a horrible creaking;
There was an Old Man of Vienna,
Who lived upon tincture of senna;
There was an Old Man of Marseilles,
Whose daughters wore bottle-green veils;
There was an Old Man of Apulia,
Whose conduct was very peculiar;
There was an Old Man with a poker,
Who painted his face with red ochre;
There was an Old Man of the North,
Who fell into a basin of broth;
There was an Old Man of Peru,
Who watched his wife making a stew;
There was an Old Man of Melrose,
Who walked on the tips of his toes;
There was an Old Man of Bohemia,
Whose daughter was christened Euphemia;
There was an Old Man of Vesuvius,
Who studied the works of Vitruvius;
There was an Old Man of Cape Horn,
Who wished he had never been born;
There was an Old Man of Corfu,
Who never knew what he should do;
There was an Old Man of the South,
Who had an immoderate mouth;
There was an Old Man of the Nile,
Who sharpened his nails with a file;
There was an Old Man of the Dee,
Who was sadly annoyed by flea;
There was an Old Man of Dundee,
Who frequented the top of a tree;
There was an Old Man on some rocks,
Who shut his wife up in a box;
There was an Old Man of Coblenz,
The length of whose legs was immense;
There was an Old Man in a pew.
Whose waistcoat was spotted with blue
There was an Old Man of Calcuta

31
32
34
34
36
37
41
41
42
45
45
46
47
47
48
49
49
51
52
53
53
54
54
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33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.

Who perpetually ate bread and butter,
There was an Old Man of Whiteheaven,
Who danced a quadrille with a raven;
There was an Old Man of Leghorn,
The smallest that ever was born;
There was an Old Man of the Hague,
Whose ideas were excessively vague;
There was an Old Man of Jamaica,
Who suddenly married a Quacker;
There was an Old Man of the East,
Who gave all his children a feast;
There was an Old Man of Kamschatka,
Who possessed a remarkably fat cur;
There was an Old Man of the coast,
Who placidly sat on a post;
There was an Old Man with a beard,
Who sat on a horse when he reared;
There was an Old Man of the West,
Who never could get any rest;
There was an Old Man of Berlin,
Whose form was uncommonly thin;
There was an Old Man with an owl,
Who continued to bother and howl;
There was an Old Lady of Prague,
Whose language was horribly vague;
There was an Old Man of the Cape,
Who possessed a large Barbary ape,
There was an Old Man at a casement,
Who held up his hands in amazement;
There was an Old Man of Aosta,
Who possessed a large cow, but he lost her;
There was an Old Man at a Junction,
Whose feelings were wrung with compunction,
There was an Old Man, who when little
Fell casually into a Kettle
There was an Old Man of Thermopylae,
Who never did anything properly;
There was an Old Man on the Humber,
Who dined on a cake of Burnt Umber;
There was an Old Man of Toulouse,
Who purchased a new pair of Shoes;
There was an Old Man of Blackheath,
Whose head was adorned with a Wreath
There was an Old Man in a Barge,
Whose Nose was exceedingly large;

56
56
57
57
59
60
60
61
62
63
68
70
70
71
74
83
84
85
86
87
87
88
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55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.

65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.

There was an Old Man of Dunluce,
Who went out to sea on a Goose;
There was an Old Man in a Marsh,
Whose manners were futile and harsh;
There was an Old Man of Deeside,
Whose Hat was exceedingly wide;
There was an Old Man at a Station,
Who made a promiscuous Oration;
There was an Old Man of Three Bridges,
Whose mind was distracted by Midges
There was an Old Man of the Dargle,
Who purchased six barrels of Gargle;
There was an Old Man of Hong Kong,
Who never did anything wrong;
There was an Old Man in a Garden,
Who always begged everyone’s pardon,
There was an Old Man of Cashmere,
Whose movements were scroobious and queer;
There was an Old Man of Spithead,
Who opened the window and said ‘Fil-jomble, fil-jumble,
Fil-rumble-come-tumble!’
There was an Old Man on the Border,
Who lived in the utmost disorder;
There was an Old Man of Dumbree,
Who taught little Owls to drink Tea;
There was an Old Man of Port Grigor,
Whose actions were noted for vigour;
There was an Old Man of West Dumpet,
Who possessed a large Nose like a Trumpet;
There was an Old Man of El Hums,
Who lived upon nothing but Crumbs;
There was an Old Man of Filey,
Of whom his acquaintance spoke highly;
There was an Old Man of Dunblane,
Who greatly resembled a Crane;
There was an Old Man of Hyde,
Who walked by the shore with his Bride,
There was an Old Man of Ancona,
Who found a small Dog with no Owner,
There was an Old Man of Messine,
Whose daughter was named Opsibeena;
There was an Old Man in a Tree,
Whose Whiskers were lovely to see;
There was an Old Man of Boulak,

90
91
91
93
94
96
99
102
107
108

108
109
112
113
116
116
117
117
120
125
127
129
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77.
78.
79.

80.
81.
82.
83.

84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.

Who sat on a Crocodile’s back;
There was an Old Man of Ibreem,
Who suddenly threaten’d to scream;
There was an Old Man of Thames Ditton,
Who called out for something to sit on;
There was an Old Man of Peru,
Who never knew what he should do;
Non-Restrictive Relative Clause with Noun Antecedent
an Old Lady
There was an Old Lady of Chertsey,
Who made a remarkable courtesy;
There was an Old Lady of Prague,
Whose language was horribly vague;
There was an Old Lady of France,
Who taught little Ducklings to dance;
There was an Old Lady of Winchelsea,
Who said, ‘If you Needle or Pin shall see
On the floor of my room,
Sweep it up with the Broom!’
Non-Restrictive Relative Clause with Noun Antecedent
a Young Lady
There was a Young Lady of Ryde,
Whose shoe-strings were seldom untied.
There was a Young Lady of Portugal,
Whose ideas were excessively nautical;
There was a Young Lady of Dorking,
Who bought a large bonnet for walking;
There was a Young Lady of Norway,
Who casually set in a doorway;
There was a Young Lady of Bute,
Who played on a silver-gilt flute;
There was a Young Lady of Lucca,
Whose lovers completely forsook her;
There was a Young Lady of Hull,
Who was chased by a virulent bull;
There was a Young Lady of Tyre,
Who swept the loud chords of a lyre;
There was a Young Lady of Troy,
Whom several large flies did annoy;
There was a Young Lady of Russia,
Who screamed so that no one could hush her
There was a Young Lady of Wales,
Who caught a large fish without scales;
There was a Young Lady of Welling,
Whose praise all the world was a-telling;

130
131
134

25

101
128

21
28
33
35
40
46
55
58
63
64
65
66
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96.
97.
98.
99.
100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.

106.

107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.

There was a Young Lady of Sweden,
Who went by the slow train to Weedon;
There was a Young Lady of Clare,
Who was sadly pursued by a bear;
There was a Young Lady of Parma,
Whose conduct grew calmer and calmer;
There was a Young Lady in White,
Who looked out at the depths of the Night;
There was a Young Lady in Blue,
Who said, ‘Is it you? Is it you?’
There was a Young Lady of Greenwich,
Whose garments were border’d with Spinach;
There was a Young Lady of Corsica,
Who purchased a little brown Saucy-cur;
There was a Young Lady of Firle,
Whose Hair was addicted to curl;
There was a Young Lady of Turkey,
Who wept when the weather was murky;
There was a Young Lady of Poole,
Whose Soup was excessively cool;
Non-Restrictive Relative Clause with Noun Antecedent
a Young Girl
There was a Young Girl of Majorca,
Whose aunt was a very fast walker;
Non-Restrictive Relative Clause with Noun Antecedent
an Old Person
There was an Old Person of Smyrna,
Whose grandmother threatened to burn her;
There was an Old Person of Chili,
Whose conduct was painful and silly;
There was an Old Person of Ischia,
Whose conduct grew friskier and friskier;
There was an Old Person of Hurst,
Who drank when he was not athirst;
There was an Old Person of Leeds,
Whose head was infested with beads;
There was an Old Person of Buda,
Whose conduct grew ruder and ruder;
There was an Old Person of Dover,
Who rushed through a field of blue clover;
There was an Old Person of Cadiz,
Who was always polite to the ladies;
There was an Old Person of Basing,
Whose presence of mind was amazing;
There was an Old Person of Philæ,

69
72
73
99
101
124
127
128
133
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117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.
127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.

T

Whose conduct was dubious and willy;
There was an Old Person of Prague,
Who was suddenly seized with the Plague;
There was an Old Person of Mold,
Who shrank from sensations of cold;
There was an Old Person of Rhodes,
Who strongly objected to toads;
There was an Old Person of Rheims,
Who was troubled with horrible dreams;
There was an Old Person of Gromer,
Who stood on one leg to read Homer,
There was an Old Person of Troy,
Whose drink was warm brandy and soy;
There was an Old Person of Tring,
Who embellished his nose with a ring;
There was an Old Person of Dutton,
Whose head was as small as button
There was an Old Person of Bangor,
Whose face was distorted with anger!
There was an Old Person of Anerley,
Whose conduct was strange and unmannerly;
There was an Old Person of Spain,
Who hated all trouble and pain;
There was an Old Person of Cheadle,
Who was put in the stocks by the beadle
There was an Old Person Tartary,
Who divided his jugular artery;
There was an Old Person of Chester,
Whom several small children did pester;
There was an Old Person of Gretna,
Who rushed down the crater of Etna;
There was an Old Person of Sparta,
Who had twenty-five sons and one ‘darter’;
There was an Old Person of Ems,
Who casually fell in the Thames;
There was an Old Person of Burton,
Whose answers were rather uncertain;
There was an Old Person of Ewell,
Who chiefly subsisted on gruel;
There was an Old Person of Minety,
Who purchased five hundred and ninety;
There was an Old Person of Deal,
Who in walking used only his heel;
There was an Old Person of Bromley,
Whose ways were not cheerful or comely;

42
43
44
50
50
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52
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67
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139.
140.
141.

142.
143.
144.
145.
146.
147.
148.
149.
150.
151.
152.
153.
154.
155.
156.
157.
158.
159.
160.

There was an Old Person of Pinner,
As thin as a lath, if not thinner;
There was an Old Person of Bree,
Who frequented the depths of the Sea;
There was an Old Person of Wick,
Who said, ‘Tick-a-tick, Tick-a- Tick;
Chickabee, Chickabaw.’
There was an Old Person of Fife,
Who was greatly disgusted with life;
There was an Old Person of Shields,
Who frequented the valleys and fields;
There was an Old Person of China,
Whose daughters were Jiska and Dinah;
There was an Old Person of Brill,
Who purchased a Shirt with a Frill;
There was an Old Person of Slough,
Who danced at the end of a Bough
There was an Old Person of Putney,
Whose food was roast spiders and chutney;
There was an Old Person of Woking,
Whose mind was perverse and provoking;
There was an Old Person of Loo,
Who said, ‘What on earth shall I do?’
There was an Old Person of Florence,
Who held Mutton Chops in abhorrence;
There was an Old Person of Pisa,
Whose daughters did nothing to please her;
There was an Old Person of Sheen,
Whose expression was calm and serene;
There was an Old Person of Ware,
Who rode on the back of a Bear;
There was an Old Person of Dean,
Who dined on one Pea and one Bean;
There was on Old Person of Down,
Whose face was adorned with a frown;
There was an Old Person of Cassel,
Whose Nose finished off in a Tassel;
There was an Old Person of Hove,
Who frequented the depths of groove;
There was an Old Person of Dundalk,
Who tried to teach Fishes to walk;
There was an Old Person of Jodd,
Whose ways were perplexing and odd;
There was an Old Person of Shoreham,
Whose habits were marked by decorum;

90
92
93

94
95
95
97
97
100
100
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103
103
104
104
105
106
106
107
109
110
110
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161.
162.
163.

164.
165.
166.
167.
168.
169.
170.
171.
172.
173.
174.
175.
176.
177.
178.
179.
180.
181.
182.

There was an Old Person of Wilts,
Who constantly walked upon Stilts;
There was an Old Person of Pett,
Who was partly consumed by regret;
There was an Old Person of Bar,
Who passed all his life in a Jar,
Which she painted pea-green
There was an Old Person of Grange,
Whose manners were scroobious and strange;
There was an Old Person of Nice,
Whose associates were usually Geese.
There was an Old Person of Sark,
Who made an unpleasant remark;
There was an Old Person of Rimini,
Who said, ‘Gracious! Goodness! O Gimini!’
There was an Old Person of Cannes,
Who purchased three Fowls and a Fan;
There was an Old Person of Ickley,
Who could not abide to ride quickly;
There was an Old Person of Bude,
Whose deportment was vicious and crude;
There was an Old Person of Barnes,
Whose Garments were covered with Darns;
There was an Old Person of Blythe,
Who cut up his Meat with Scythe;
There was an Old Person of Ealing,
Who was wholly devoid of good feeling;
There was an Old Person of Bray,
Who sang through the whole of the Day;
There was an Old Person of Bow,
Whom nobody happened to know;
There was an Old Person of Crowle,
Who lived in the Nest of an Owl;
There was an Old Person in Grey,
Whose feelings were tinged with dismay;
There was an Old Person of Brigg,
Who Purchased no end of a Wig;
There was an Old Person of Rye,
Who went up to town on a Fly;
There was an Old Person of Sestri,
Who sat himself down in the vestry;
There was an Old Person of Stroud,
Who was horribly jammed in a crowd;
There was an Old Person of Skye,
Who waltz’d with a Bluebottle Fly;

111
112
113

114
114
115
118
118
119
119
120
121
121
122
122
123
123
124
125
126
130
131
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183.

184.
185.
186.
187.
188.
189.
190.
191.
192.

There was an Old Person of Newry,
Whose manners were tinctured with furry;
Non-Restrictive Relative Clause with Noun Antecedent
a Young Person
There was a Young Person of Smyrna,
Whose grandmother threatened to burn her;
There was a Young Person of Crete,
Whose toilet was far from complete;
There was a Young Person of Bantry,
Who frequently slept in the pantry;
There was a Young Person in Green,
Who seldom was fit to be seen;
There was a Young Person in Red,
Who carefully covered her head,
There was a Young Person in Pink,
Who called out for something to drink;
There was a Young Person of Janina,
Whose uncle was always a-fanning her;
There was a Young Person of Kew,
Whose virtues and vices were few;
There was a Young Person of Ayr,
Whose Head was remarkably square;

132

23
31
83
92
98
98
105
115
132

Appendix 4: Functions of Non-Restrictive Relative Clause
No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Noun
Antecedent
an Old Man on a
hill
an Old Man of
Kilkenny
an Old Man of
Moldavia
an Old Man of
the Isles
Old Man of the
West
an Old Man of
the Wrekin
an Old Man of
Vienna
an Old Man of
Marseilles
an Old Man of

Restrictive Relative
Functions
Clause
Who seldom, if ever,
To give information
stood still
about the characteristic
of noun antecedent
Who never had more
than a penny
Who had the most
curious behavior
Whose face was
pervaded with smiles
Who wore a pale plumcoloured vest;
Whose shoes made a
horrible creaking;
Who lived upon
tincture of senna;
Whose daughters wore
bottle-green veils;
Whose conduct was
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

28.
29.

30.

Apulia
an Old Man with
a poker
an Old Man of
Bohemia
an Old Man of
Corfu
an Old Man of
the South
an Old Man of
the Nile
Old Man of
Coblenz
an Old Man in a
pew
an Old Man of
Calcuta
an Old Man of
Leghorn
an Old Man of
the Hague
an Old Man of
Kamschatka
an Old Man of
the West
an Old Man of
Berlin,
an Old Man with
an Owl
an Old Lady of
Prague
an Old Man of
the Cape
an Old Man of
Aosta
an Old Man at a
Junction
an Old Man of
Thermopylae
an Old Man of
Blackheath
Man in a Barge

very peculiar;
Who painted his face
with red ochre;
Whose daughter was
christened Euphemia
Who never knew what
he should do;
Who had an
immoderate mouth;
Who sharpened his
nails with a file;
The length of whose
legs was immense;
Whose waistcoat was
spotted with blue
Who perpetually ate
bread and butter,
The smallest that ever
was born;
Whose ideas were
excessively vague;
Who possessed a
remarkably fat cur
Who never could get
any rest;
Whose form was
uncommonly thin;
Who continued to
bother and howl;
Whose language was
horribly vague;
Who possessed a large
Barbary ape,
Who possessed a large
cow, but he lost her;
Whose feelings were
wrung with
compunction,
Who never did
anything properly
Whose head was
adorned with a Wreath
Whose Nose was
exceedingly large;

PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI
89

31.
32.

33.
34.
35.
36.

37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.

an Old Man in a
Marsh
There was an
Old Man of
Deeside
an Old Man of
Three Bridges
an Old Man of
Hong Kong
an Old Man in a
Garden
an Old Man of
Cashmere
an Old Man on
the Border
an Old Man of
Port Grigor
an Old Man of
West Dumpet
an Old Man of
El Hums
an Old Man of
Filey
an Old Man of
Dunblane
an Old Man of
Messine,
an Old Man in a
Tree
an Old Man of
Peru
an Old Lady of
Chertsey
an Old Lady of
Prague
a Young Lady of
Ryde
a Young Lady
of Portugal
a Young Lady of
Parma
a Young Lady of
Greenwich

Whose manners were
futile and harsh;
Whose Hat was
exceedingly wide;
Whose mind was
distracted by Midges
Who never did
anything wrong;
Who always begged
everyone‟s pardon,
Whose movements
were scroobious and
queer;
Who lived in the
utmost disorder;
Whose actions were
noted for vigour;
Who possessed a large
Nose like a Trumpet;
Who lived upon
nothing but Crumbs;
Of whom his
acquaintance spoke
highly;
Who greatly resembled
a Crane;
Whose daughter was
named Opsibeena;
Whose Whiskers were
lovely to see;
Who never knew what
he should do
Who made a
remarkable courtesy;
Whose language was
horribly vague;
Whose shoe-strings
were seldom untied.
Whose ideas were
excessively nautical;
Whose conduct grew
calmer and calmer
Whose garments were
border‟d with Spinach
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52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.

64.
65.
66.
67.

68.
69.
70.
71.
72.

a Young Lady of
Firle
a Young Lady of
Poole
a Young Girl of
Majorca
an Old Person of
Smyrna
an Old Person of
Chili
an Old Person of
Ischia
an Old Person of
Leeds
an Old Person of
Buda
an Old Person of
Cadiz
an Old Person of
Basing
an Old Person of
Philæ
an Old Person of
Troy
an Old Person of
Tring
an Old Person of
Dutton
an Old Person of
Bangor
an Old Person of
Anerley
an Old Person of
Spain
an Old Person of
Sparta
an Old Person of
Burton
an Old Person of
Deal
an Old Person of
Bromley

Whose Hair was
addicted to curl
Whose Soup was
excessively cool
Whose aunt was a very
fast walker
Whose grandmother
threatened to burn her;
Whose conduct was
painful and silly;
Whose conduct grew
friskier and friskier;
Whose head was
infested with beads;
Whose conduct grew
ruder and ruder;
Who was always polite
to the ladies;
Whose presence of
mind was amazing;
Whose conduct was
dubious and willy;
There was,
Whose drink was warm
brandy and soy;
Who embellished his
nose with a ring;
Whose head was as
small as button
Whose face was
distorted with anger!
Whose conduct was
strange and
unmannerly;
Who hated all trouble
and pain;
Who had twenty-five
sons and one „darter‟
Whose answers were
rather uncertain;
Who in walking used
only his heel;
Whose ways were not
cheerful or comely;
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73.
74.
75.
76.
77.

78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.

an Old Person of
Pinner
an Old Person of
Fife
an Old Person of
China
an Old Person of
Putney
an Old Person of
Woking
an Old Person of
Pisa
an Old Person of
Sheen
on Old Person of
Down
an Old Person of
Cassel
an Old Person of
Jodd
an Old Person of
Shoreham
an Old Person of
Wilts
an Old Person of
Pett
an Old Person of
Bar
an Old Person of
Grange
an Old Person of
Nice
an Old Person of
Sark
an Old Person of
Ickley
an Old Person of
Bude
an Old Person of
Barnes
an Old Person of
Ealing
an Old Person of
Bow

As thin as a lath, if not
thinner;
Who was greatly
disgusted with life
Whose daughters were
Jiska and Dinah;
Whose food was roast
spiders and chutney;
Whose mind was
perverse and
provoking;
Whose daughters did
nothing to please her;
Whose expression was
calm and serene;
Whose face was
adorned with a frown;
Whose Nose finished
off in a Tassel;
Whose ways were
perplexing and odd;
Whose habits were
marked by decorum;
Who constantly walked
upon Stilts;
Who was partly
consumed by regret;
Who passed all his life
in a Jar
Whose manners were
scroobious and strange;
Whose associates were
usually Geese.
Who made an
unpleasant remark;
Who could not abide to
ride quickly;
Whose deportment was
vicious and crude;
Whose Garments were
covered with Darns;
Who was wholly
devoid of good feeling;
Whom nobody
happened to know;
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95.

an Old Person of
Crowle
an Old Person in
Grey
an Old Person of
Newry
a Young Person
of Crete
a Young Person
of Bantry
a Young Person
in Green
a Young Person
of Janina
a Young Person
of Kew
a Young Person
of Ayr
an Old Man with
a gong

Who lived in the Nest
of an Owl;
Whose feelings were
tinged with dismay;
Whose manners were
tinctured with furry;
Whose toilet was far
from complete;
Who frequently slept in
the pantry;
Who seldom was fit to
be seen;
Whose uncle was
always a-fanning her;
Whose virtues and
vices were few;
Whose Head was
remarkably square;
Who bumped at it all
To tell about the action
day long
of noun antecedent

an Old Man of
Madras
an Old Man of
Columbia
an Old Man of
the North
an Old Man of
Peru

Who rode on a creamcoloured ass
Who was thirsty and
called out for some
beer!
Who fell into a basin of
broth
Who watched his wife
making a stew;

109.

an Old Man of
Melrose

Who walked on the tips
of his toes;

110.

an Old Man of
Vesuvius
There was an
Old Man of Cape
Horn
an Old Man of
Dundee

Who studied the works
of Vitruvius;
Who wished he had
never been born;

an Old Man on
some rocks

Who shut his wife up
in a box;

96.
97.
98.
99.
100.
101.
102.
103.
104.

105.
106.

107.
108.

111.

112.

113.

Who frequented the top
of a tree;
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114.

an Old Man of
Whiteheaven

Who danced a
quadrille with a raven

115.

an Old Man of
Jamaica
an Old Man of
the East

Who suddenly married
a Quacker;
Who gave all his
children a feast;

an Old Man of
the coast
an Old Man with
a beard
an Old Man at a
casement

Who placidly sat on a
post;
Who sat on a horse
when he reared;
Who held up his hands
in amazement

120.

an Old Man

121.

an Old Man on
the Humber

who when little
Fell casually into a
Kettle
Who dined on a cake
of Burnt Umber;

122.

an Old Man of
Toulouse
an Old Man of
Dunluce
There was an
Old Man at a
Station
an Old Man of
the Dargle

Who purchased a new
pair of Shoes;
Who went out to sea on
a Goose;
Who made a
promiscuous Oration;

126.

an Old Man of
Spithead

127.

an Old Man of
Dumbree
an Old Man of
Hyde
an Old Man of
Ancona
an Old Man of
Boulak
an Old Man of

Who opened the
window and said „Fil-jomble, fil-jumble,
Fil-rumble-cometumble!‟
Who taught little Owls
to drink Tea
Who walked by the
shore with his Bride,
Who found a small
Dog with no Owner,
Who sat on a
Crocodile‟s back;
Who suddenly

116.

117.
118.
119.

123.
124.

125.

128.
129.
130.
131.

Who purchased six
barrels of Gargle
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Ibreem
an Old Man of
Thames Ditton
an Old Lady of
France
a Young Lady of
Norway

threaten‟d to scream;
Who called out for
something to sit on;
Who taught little
Ducklings to dance;
Who casually set in a
doorway;

135.

a Young Lady of
Bute

Who played on a
silver-gilt flute;

136.

a Young Lady of
Dorking

Who bought a large
bonnet for walking;

137.

a Young Lady of
Tyre
a Young Lady of
Russia
a Young Lady of
Wales
a Young Lady of
Welling
a Young Lady of
Sweden
a Young Lady in
White
a Young Lady of
Corsica

Who swept the loud
chords of a lyre;
Who screamed so that
no one could hush her
Who caught a large
fish without scales;
Whose praise all the
world was a-telling;
Who went by the slow
train to Weedon;
Who looked out at the
depths of the Night
Who purchased a little
brown Saucy-cur

a Young Lady of
Turkey
an Old Person of
Hurst
an Old Person of
Dover
an Old Person of
Rhodes
an Old Person of
Gromer
an Old Person
Tartary
an Old Person of
Gretna
an Old Person of
Ems

Who wept when the
weather was murky
Who drank when he
was not athirst;
Who rushed through a
field of blue clover;
Who strongly objected
to toads;
Who stood on one leg
to read Homer,
Who divided his
jugular artery;
Who rushed down the
crater of Etna;
Who casually fell in
the Thames;

132.
133.
134.

138.
139.
140.
141.
142.
143.

144.
145.
146.
147.
148.
149.
150.
151.
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152.
153.
154.
155.
156.
157.
158.
159.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164.
165.
166.
167.
168.
169.
170.
171.

an Old Person of
Minety
an Old Person of
Bree
an Old Person of
Shields
an Old Person of
Brill
an Old Person of
Slough
an Old Person of
Florence
an Old Person of
Ware
an Old Person of
Dean
an Old Person of
Hove,
an Old Person of
Dundalk
an Old Person of
Cannes
an Old Person of
Blythe
an Old Person of
Bray
an Old Person of
Brigg
an Old Person of
Rye
an Old Person of
Sestri
an Old Person of
Skye
a Young Person
in Red
a Young Person
in Pink
an Old Man with
a beard

Who purchased five
hundred and ninety;;
Who frequented the
depths of the Sea;
Who frequented the
valleys and fields;
Who purchased a Shirt
with a Frill
Who danced at the end
of a Bough
Who held Mutton
Chops in abhorrence;
Who rode on the back
of a Bear;
Who dined on one Pea
and one Bean;
Who frequented the
depths of groove;
Who tried to teach
Fishes to walk;
Who purchased three
Fowls and a Fan;
Who cut up his Meat
with Scythe;
Who sang through the
whole of the Day;
Who Purchased no end
of a Wig;
Who went up to town
on a Fly;
Who sat himself down
in the vestry;
Who waltz‟d with a
Bluebottle Fly;
Who carefully covered
her head,
Who called out for
something to drink;
Who said, „It is just as
I feared!
Two Owls and a Hen,
Four Larks and a
Wren,
Have all built their
nests in my beard!‟

To state the speech of
noun antecedent
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172.

an Old Man with
a nose

173.

an Old Man in a
boat

174.

an Old Lady of
Winchelsea

175.

a Young Lady in
Blue
an Old Person of
Wick

176.

177.
178.
179.

180.
181.
182.
183.
184.
185.
186.
187.
188.

an Old Person of
Loo
an Old Person of
Rimini
a Young Lady of
Lucca
a Young Lady of
Hull
a Young Lady of
Troy
a Young Lady of
Clare
an Old Person of
Smyrna
an Old Person of
Cheadle
an Old Person of
Chester
a Young Person
of Smyrna
an Old Man in a
Tree
an Old Man of

Who said, „If you
choose to suppose
That my nose is too
long,
You are certainly
wrong!‟
Who said, „I‟m afloat!
I‟am afloat!‟
Who said, „If you
Needle or Pin shall see
On the floor of my
room,
Sweep it up with the
Broom!‟
Who said, „Is it you? Is
it you?‟
Who said, „Tick-a-tick,
Tick-a- Tick;
Chickabee,
Chickabaw.‟
Who said, „What on
earth shall I do?‟
Who said, „Gracious!
Goodness! O Gimini!‟
Whose lovers
completely forsook
her;
Who was chased by a
virulent bull;
Whom several large
flies did annoy;
Who was sadly
pursued by a bear;
Whose grandmother
threatened to burn her;
Who was put in the
stocks by the beadle
Whom several small
children did pester;
Whose grandmother
threatened to burn her;
Who was horribly
bored by a bee;
Who was sadly

To tell about other‟s
action toward noun
antecedent

To tell about the state
of noun antecedent
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189.
190.
191.
192.

the Dee
an Old Person of
Prague
an Old Person of
Mold
an Old Person of
Rheims
an Old Person of
Stroud

annoyed by flea
Who was suddenly
seized with the Plague;
Who shrank from
sensations of cold;
Who was troubled with
horrible dreams
Who was horribly
jammed in a crowd;

