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(Isaiah 40:31)
Those who HOPE in the Lord will renew their
STRENGTH they will SOAR on wings like
EAGLES.

(John 14:14)
If ye shall ask anything in my name, that will I do.
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ABSTRACT
YOHANNES MICHAEL CHRISTANTO. Symbols Reflecting the
Development of the Main Character in Laurie Halse Anderson’s SPEAK.
Yogyakarta: Department of English Letters, Faculty of Letters, Sanata Dharma
University, 2013.
This undergraduate thesis focuses on the novel entitled Speak by
Laurie Halse Anderson which was first published in 1999. The novel tells a
story of a girl named Melinda Sordino who was raped by her senior. At the
beginning, she is not able to tell anyone about the rape because of a trauma.
However, after she gains encouragement from her friend, art teacher, and her
father, she is able to face her trauma. The author, Lauri Halse Anderson, uses
many symbols in this story. She uses the symbols to relate the development of
the main character in the novel.
There are three questions that are analyzed in this study. The first one
is the description of the main character, the second is the description of the
symbols in the novel, and the third is the relation between the symbols and the
development of the main character.
The method used in this study to answer the questions in the problem
formulation is the library research. The approach used in this study is new
criticism and it was used because the study only concentrates on the work of
Speak in searching the relation between the symbols and the development of
the main character.
The first result of the analysis is the description of the main character
and its change from lonely, uncommunicative and having traumatic fear into
brave. The second result is the symbols presented in the novel. This study has
found three symbols in Speak. They are tree, turkey-bone sculpture and closet.
The word “tree” in the novel is devided into two parts. The first one is as an art
project, and the second one is as a plant. The last result is about the relation
that is found between the tree, turkey-bone sclupture, closet and the
development of the main character. Tree in the novel describes Melinda’s life
and the change of her characteristics. The turkey-bone sclupture and the closet
indicate Melinda’s characteristics before she gains her bravery to face the
trauma. Therefore the researcher concludes that the symbols and the
development of the main character are closely related.
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ABSTRAK
YOHANNES MICHAEL CHRISTANTO. Symbols Reflecting the
Development of the Main Character in Laurie Halse Anderson’s SPEAK.
Yogyakarta: Jurusan Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Sastra, Universitas Sanata
Dharma, 2013.
Skripsi ini mengenai novel yang berjudul Speak yang ditulis oleh
Laurie Halse Anderson yang diterbitkan pertama kali pada tahun 1999. Novel
ini mengisahkan seorang perempuan bernama Melinda Sordino yang diperkosa
oleh Andi Evans. Pada awalnya, Melinda tidak dapat mengatakan kepada
siapapun tentang kejadian itu oleh karena perasaan truma. Akan tetapi, setelah
Melinda mendapatkan dorongan dari teman, guru kesenian dan ayahnya, ia
mampu menghadapi trauma tersebut. Di sini pengarang, Laurie Halse
Anderson, menggunakan beberapa simbol dalam novel ini. Laurie
menggunakan simbol untuk menghubungkannya dengan perkembangan dari
karakter utama pada novel tersebut.
Ada tiga masalah yang akan dianalisis dalam studi ini. Pertama adalah
deskripsi dari tokoh utama, kedua adalah deskripsi simbol di dalam novel, dan
ketiga adalah hubungan antara simbol dan perkembangan dari tokoh utama
tersebut.
Metode yang digunakan dalam skripsi ini untuk menjawab pertanyaan
dalam perumusan masalah adalah studi pustaka. Pendekatan yang digunakan
dalam studi ini adalah pendekatan new criticism (kritik sastra baru) dan
pendekatan ini digunakan karena hanya berkonsentrasi pada karya novel Speak
dalam mencari hubungan antara simbol dan perkembangan dari tokoh
utamanya.
Hasil analisa pertama adalah deskripsi tentang karakteristik dari tokoh
utama dan perubahannya dari kesepian, tidak suka berbicara, dan memiliki
ketakutan traumatis menjadi pemberani. Hasil kedua menggambarkan simbolsimbol pada novel tersebut. Studi ini menemukan ada tiga jenis simbol pada
novel Speak. Simbol tersebut adalah pohon, tulang kalkun, dan closet. Kata
“pohon” di dalam novel dibagi menjadi dua bagian. Pertama sebagai proyek
seni dan yang kedua sebagai tumbuhan. Hasil terakhir adalah hubungan yang
ditemukan antara pohon, tulang kalkun, kloset dengan perkembangan tokoh
utamanya. Pohon di dalam novel menggambarkan tentang kehidupan dan
perubahan karakteristik dari Melinda. Tulang kalkun dan kloset
menggambarkan karakteristik Melinda sebelum menemukan keberanian dalam
menghadapi perasaan trauma yang dimilikinya. Oleh karena itu, peneliti
menyimpulkan bahwa simbol dan perkembangan karakter utama tersebut
memiliki sebuah keterkaitan yang dekat.

xii
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study
Literature is a unique thing. It gives not only a pleasure but also a new
experience to readers. As Henkle states in Reading the Novel: An Introduction to
the Techniques of Interpreting Fiction (1977: 6), the function of literature is “to
learn about other people”, therefore, it becomes a “bridge” for the readers to get
knowledge about other people’s life. Henkle also adds about another great
advantage of literature, that “we can enter into the lives of people whom we would
not like if we met them in the flesh” (Henkle, 1977: 6). Charles E. Bressler in the
book Literary Criticism: An Introduction to Theory and Practice, Second Edition
also says that literature is considered as “a mystical or magical relationship
between the author and the reader, the place where author and reader share
emotions, ideas, and truth” (1999: 95). In other words, literature becomes the
medium to share feelings to each other.
Literature is believed to have various types or genres. The genres are “the
novel, the short story, or poetry” (Bressler, 1999: 94). Novel, according to
Kennedy and Gioia, is “a book-length story in prose” (1999: 266). Therefore, in
novel we can find the sense that the author tries to create that while we read, we
experience actual life.
There are many tools to make novel interesting to be read. One of the tools
is the use of symbol. According to Holman and Harmon, symbolism is “the use of

1
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one object to represent or suggest another” (1986: 494). Therefore, the purpose of
symbol is to create another image or depiction in a certain object. Moreover, the
use of this tool keeps the readers’ attention because it is unsual, exciting, or
having a lot of ideas.
Symbolism also cannot be taken literally because it “suggest more than its
literal meaning” (Kennedy and Gioia, 1999: 217). Not all objects can be taken as a
symbol, one characteristic of it is that a symbol is not an abstraction. Such terms
as ‘truth’, ‘death’, ‘love’, and ‘justice’ cannot work as symbols. Besides, most
often, a symbol is something we can see in the mind’s eye (1999: 905).
Speak, is one example of a novel in which the author puts some symbols in
it. The novel written by Laurie Halse Anderson and published first time in 1999
tells about a female young character, Melinda Sordino, who has a trauma of
sexual abuse. The rape happens during the summer break before her freshman
year of high school. She calls 911 after the incident but she does not know what to
say and when the police comes and breaks the party, Melinda does not tell
anything. She does not want to tell anyone about the sexual abuse even when she
starts her high school life. She remains silent and sinks into depression. In her
high school, Melinda is befriended by Heather, a new girl from Ohio. As
Melinda’s depression turns worse, she begins to skip school. However, her silence
makes her get a lot of attention from her parents, family and teachers. Moreover,
she gets a bravery to face her trauma from her art teacher, her father and her
friend, Ivy. The truth comes out about what happened at the party at the end of the
story. It turns her into a hero because she dares to speak the truth to her best friend
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and even fights againts Andy, the rapist. At the end of the story, Melinda finds her
bravery to speak to her art teacher about what is going on.
Speak, which is classified as a young adult novel, uses symbolism such as
tree, closet, and a turkey-bone sculpture. These three symbols represent each idea
which relates to the development of the main character, Melinda Sordino. Tree, in
this novel, represents the growth or journey of life of Melinda Sordino. She has
been given a tree as her art project by her art teacher, Mr. Freeman, and she
struggles to create a proper tree by using many media. The interesting thing in this
symbol is that there is a relation between the tree and the development of the main
character. As long as Melinda is still afraid to face her trauma, her tree project will
not be done properly. Another symbol is closet where Melinda likes to spend her
time. She also puts some stuff such as turkey bones which also symbolizes
Melinda’s life and a poster of Maya Angelou. Laurie Halse Anderson writes about
‘closet’ in her novel with a certain purpose which also suggests Melinda’s part of
life.
Coming from this point, the writer thinks that the use of symbols in the
novel is interesting to be discussed. The writer also hopes this study can help the
reader understand about symbolism.
B. Problem formulation
The problems of this study are formulated as follows.
1. How is Melinda Sordino described before and after gaining her bravery in the
story?
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2. How are the symbols of tree, turkey-bone sculpture and closet represented?
3. How are the symbols related to the development of Melinda Sordino?

C. Objectives of the research
The reasearch has objectives to understand meaning of the symbols in
describing Melinda Sordino’s life. Moreover, this research has three main
objectives. The first one is to see how Melinda Sordino is described before and
after she gains her bravery in the novel. The second objective is to see how the
symbols of tree, turkey-bone sculpture and closet are represented in the novel. The
last objective is to show how the symbols are related to the development of
Melinda Sordino.

D. Definition of Terms
Symbol is a dominant term which is used in the research. According to
Kennedy and Gioia, symbols “generally do not ‘stand for’ any one meaning, nor
for anything absolutely definite, they point, they hint, they cast long shadow”
(1999: 217). Edgar V. Roberts and Henry E. Jacobs also states that the function of
the symbol is to extend meaning. Robert and Jacobs mentions that symbol also
“pulls or draw together (1) a specific thing with (2) ideas, values, persons, or ways
to life” (1997: 279)
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CHAPTER II
THEORETICAL REVIEW

This chapter contains three sub-chapters. First is review of related studies.
In this sub-chapter, the writer provides other studies done by other people. Second
is review on related theories. This sub-chapter tells the readers about the theories
the writer will use to analyze the problem formulation. The last sub-chapter is
theoritical framework. It tells the reader about the use of the theories.
A. Review of Related Studies
In analyzing the topic, the writer found some studies which are useful to
understand more about the work. The first study that the writer found comes from
Smith (2000) in Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy entitled Speak by Laurie
Halse Anderson. She comments about Melinda description. Melinda, who is ninth
grader, whose “silence about an unspeakable act turns her toward harmful
isolation and self-hatred, narrates the story” (p. 585). Smith says that Melinda gets
harder to speak up for herself, altough the title of the novel is speak yet in the
novel silence of the main character predominates (p. 585).
Another comment, from www.freeessays123.com, states that Laurie Halse
Anderson, as the author, also puts some symbols in the novel. She uses the
symbols and also the motifs to show the changes of Melinda’s characteristics. The
symbols and motifs help the reader understand the proccess of the changes from a
happy girl to an insecure and aloof one. By symbols and motifs, the author also
tries to depict how Melinda is overwhelmed by feeling of depression:

5
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Throughout the book the author uses different symbols and motifs to show
how Melinda turns into an insecure, depressed and aloof teenager. Melinda
becomes incredibly insecure after she looses all of her friends.
The last comment is published by Alsup (2003) in Journal of Adolescent
& Adult Literacy entitled Politizing Young Adult Literature: Reading Anderson’s
“Speak” as a Critical Text. Alsup says that Melinda is intensely unhappy, none of
her former friends will talk to her, she is failing in school, and she cannot talk to
anyone about the rape, not even her parents (p. 161). Alsup adds that the story
demonstrates “the depth of her emotional pain” (p. 161). The ending of the story
is positive as Melinda begins to come to terms with her trauma and regains her
dignity and her voice with the help, in part, of a supportive art teacher. There is
also “wonderful ending scene where Melinda fights against attacker and
overpowers him” (p. 162).
This thesis has similarities and differences with the previous studies. The
similarity between the thesis and the first study is that this thesis also discusses
Melinda’s silence action which makes her have bad description. However, this
thesis deals with the change of Melinda’s description which makes it different
from the first study. The thesis focuses also on the other side of Melinda’s
description that she is eventually able to speak up and having good descriptions.
Another similarity between the thesis and the second study is that this thesis
focuses also on exploring symbols which help the reader understand the process
of the changes from one characteristic into another characteristic. This thesis
explores deeper about the symbols. It shows the kinds of symbols in the novel and
the meaning of each. This thesis depicts the changes of Melinda Sordino from
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having bad characteristics into good characteristics too. This thesis and the last
study talk about the the changes of the characteristics of Melinda. The thesis,
however, concerns about the relation between the relation of the symbols in the
novel and the development of Melinda’s characteristics.
B. Review of Related Theories
1. Theory of Character and Characterization
The term “character”, according to Stanton, is commonly used in two
ways. The first one is to designate “the individuals who appear in the story, as in
“How many characters are there?” (1965: 17). This explains the person(s) who
appears in the story. The second one is “it refers to the mixture of interests,
desires, emotions, and moral principles that makes up each of these individuals”
(1965: 17). Stanton explains that character also consists of interest, desires,
emotions, and moral principles. He also adds that majority stories have central
character who is relevant to every event in the story; usually the events cause
some changes either in him or in reader’s attitude toward him.
Furthermore, Stanton also states that character’s name and comment upon
the character are important to analyze a character. He explains that in order to be
able to visualize the person and the character, personal description is needed.
Other characters in a story, even the minor ones, also help to understand the
character in the story properly. Moreover, character’s own dialogue and behaviour
become the most important point in analyzing character. Stanton adds that every
speech, every action is not only a step in the plot, but also a manifestation of
character (1965: 18).
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According to Gill (1995: 127), a character is a figure who has identity
which can be found from the appearance and conversation. Other source can be
seen from action, name and it can be also from thoughts that is going on in the
head:
A character is someone in a literary work who has some sort of identity (it
needn’t to be a strong one), an identity which is made up by appearance,
coversation, action, name and (possibly) thoughts going on in the head.
Abrams states in his book, A Glossary to Literary Terms, about a
character. He says that an action and dialogue have important roles to understand
character.
Characters are the persons presented in a dramatic or narrative work, who
are interpreted by the reader as being endowed with moral and
dispositional qualities that are expressed in what they say-the-dialogue-and
by what they do-the action (1981: 20)
Hankle in his book Reading the Novel mentions that there are two kinds of
characters. Those are major characters or main characters and minor characters or
secondary characters. Major characters are described as the most important and
complex role in the story. He adds that “it is the major characters who deserve our
fullest attention” (1977: 92). Therefore, if the reader wants to understand the
novel, the main characters should be payed attention. Moreover, minor characters
are described as less complex and less intense (p. 97). Minor characters are also
limited in ways that the major characters are not and one of their functions is to
support the main characters (p. 95).
Furthermore, Roghberger and Woods in Reading and Writing about
Literature states that characterization as the process by which an author creates an
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character and the device by which he make the reader believe a character is like
particular person he is (1971: 20).
Murphy (1972: 161-173) in Understanding Unseens; An Introduction to
English Poetry and the English Novel for Overseas Students states that there are
nine ways in which an author attempts to make his character understandable to,
namely:
1.

Personal description
In this way, the author can describe a person’s appearance and clothes

2.

Character as seen by another
The author can describe a character through the eyes and opinions of another

instead of describing it directly. From this way, the reader also can get a reflected
image.
3.

Speech
The third way to make a character understandable is speech. The author can

give the reader insight into the character of one of the persons in the book through
what that person says. He added that whenever a person speaks or in conversation
with another or he puts forward an opinion, the person is giving the reader clue to
the person’s character.
4.

Past life
The author can give a clue about a person’s character by letting the reader

learn about the person’s past life. This can be done by seeing a direct comment by
the author, the person’s thoughts, conversation or through the medium of another
person.
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Conversation of others
In this way, the author can also give the reader clues to a person’s character

through the conversations of other people and the things they say about certain
character.
6.

Reactions
The author, in this way, give us a clue to a person’s character by letting us

know how a character reacts to various situations and events.
7.

Direct comment
The author is able to give a description or comment about certain person

directly to show a person’s character. “The author can describe or comment on a
person’s character directly” (1972: 170).
8.

Thoughts
The author can give the reader a direct knowledge of what a person is

thinking about. The thought can help the reader understand about person’s
character.
9.

Mannerism
In the last way, the author can describe a person’s mannerisms, habits or

idiosyncrasies which might tell the reader something about the character.
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2. Theory of Character Development
According to Perrine in Literature: Structure, Sound and Sense, Tenth
Edition, (1997: 164-165) explains that character is devided into two parts. The
first part is static character. Static character is one who does not undergo any
change. It can be said that this type of character does not change from the
beginning until the end of the story. The second part of the division is dynamic
character which is also called as developing character. Dynamic character is
described as a character who can change in the story. This character is developing
if the person experiences a change in some aspects disposition, personality, or
outlook. The change itself can be worse or better and it can also be big or small
one.

3. Theory of Symbol
Abrams in his book A Glossary of Literary Terms; 7th ed defines symbol
as “anything which signifies something else” (1981: 195). He also mentions that
symbol relates to a word or a phrase and it shows other object or event “which in
its turn signifies something, or has a range of reference, beyond itself” (1981:
195). Furthermore, Roberts and Jacobs in Fiction: An Introduction to Reading and
Writing also states that a symbol might be considered abritrary because there is no vivid
connection between the symbol and the things it stands for:
In short stories and other types of literature, a symbol is usually a person, thing,
place, action, situation and even thought. It possesses its own reality and meaning
and may function at the normal level of reality within story. There is often topical
and integral relationship between the symbol and things it stands for, but a
symbol may have no apparent connection and therefore may be considered
abritrary. What is important, however, is that the symbols point beyond itself to
greater and more complex meaning (1987: 279).
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D.H. Lawrence explains also about a symbol. He says that dynamic,
emotional, and belonging to the sense-consciousness of the body and soul are the
value of symbol:
You can’t give a great symbol a “meaning”, any more than you give a cat
a “meaning”. Symbols organic units of consciousness with a life of their
own, and you can never explain them away, because their value is
dynamic, emotional, belonging to the sense-consciousness of the body and
soul, and not simply mental (as cited in Barnet& Berman, 1994: 56)
Stanton in An Introduction to Fiction mentions the function of symbol that
is used to change ideas and emotion from invisible and intangible things to be real
as any physical fact:
Ideas and emotions often seem as real as any physical fact; yet they are
invisible, intangible things. In literature, one way of giving them this
vividness of reality is to use symbols – concrete, factual details that evoke
these ideas and emotions in the reader’s mind. (1965: 31)
After understanding the concepts of symbol, it is also important to pay
attion the cautions in analysing symbol. Perrine in his book Literature: Structure,
Sound, and Sense, Tenth Edition (1997: 298-290) gives cautions in analysing
symbol, as follows:
1. The reader should be able to find a clue to be taken symbolically. Symbols
nearly always signal their existance by emphasis, repetition, or position.
2. The meaning of a literary symbol must be established and supported by the
entire context of story. The symbol has its meaning in the context, not outside
it.
3. The symbol must have a meaning different from its literal meaning.
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C. Theoretical Framework
To answer the problems formulated in the previous chapter, there are some
theories which are needed, such as theory of symbol, theory of character and
characterization, and theory of character development. Theory of character and
characterization is needed to describe Melinda Sordino as the main character in
the story. Theory of symbol is used to reveal symbols inside the story. To analyze
Melinda’s character development, theory of character development is applied.
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CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY

A. Object of the Study
The novel entitled Speak that is analyzed in this thesis is written by Laurie
Halse Anderson. At the end of the book there is also comment from the author,
Laurie Halse Anderson, about the novel. Laurie talks about the idea of writing the
novel which began when she had a nightmare. After she woke up at one night, she
heard a girl sobbing and directly checked her daughters but no one cried. She sat
down at the computer and wrote out what she was hearing and the next morning
the character Melinda Sordino unfolded. The book is 198-page long and it is
devided into four marking period. The book was published firstly in the United
States of America in 1999. Moreover, it was reprinted in 2003 by Penguin Putnam
Inc., New York.
The novel has won several awards and honor including the 2000 Golden
Kite Award and the 2000 ALA Best Book For Young Adults. Furthermore, Since
it was published, the novel has been translated into sixteen languages.
This novel is about a life of a young girl named Melinda Sordino who is
not able to speak up the truth that she is raped by Andi Evans at the summer
before her freshman year of her high school. She is raped in the outside of the
woods. She calls 911 but she does not say anything at all. The police comes and
breaks the party. After the accident, Melinda still does not tell anyone about what
happened to her including to her family.

14
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Melinda Sordino starts the high school as an outcast. She remains silent
and does not tell anoyone about the accident and she always goes away when she
meets Andi Evans. She is given an art work by her art teacher, Mr. Freeman, that
she has to deal with tree. She cannot do her art work and she thinks that her trees
are dying instead because she cannot make it live. She gets a bravery to speak up
from her art teacher, her father and her friend, Ivy. At the end of the story, she
finally can fight againts her fear, Andi Evans. This makes her friends no longer
treat her as an outcast but as a hero instead, and finally she can finish her art work
perfectly.
B. Approach of the Study
For the study, the writer uses new criticism. According to Kuiper (2011:
229) the basic concept of this approach insists on the intrinsic value of a work of
art and focuses attention on the individual work alone as an independent unit of
meaning.
Abrams (1999: 181) says that this approach emphasizes that a work of
literature opposes to the critical practice of bringing biography and temperament
of the author, social condition at the time of its production, and psychological and
moral effects on the reader. He also adds that this criticism is used to see the
meaning and interactions of words, figure of speech, and symbols. Considering
the statements, this study only concentrates on the work of Speak in searching the
relation between the symbols and the main character’s development.
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C. Method of the Study
The method used in this study is library-research method. This thesis uses
two sources. The main one is the novel entitled Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
and it is published in New York in 2003. The secondary sources are taken from
the books and the internet websites related to the theory, approach, and studies.
The are some steps used in this study. Firstly, the writer read the text in
several times carefully. The writer focused on the symbols and the main character.
Secondly, the writer looked for the sources from books and internet websites
related to the theory, approach, and studies of the short story. The writers
collected the data related to the symbols of the short story and the main character.
Thirdly, the writers formulated the problem formulation. Lastly, the writer
answered the problem formulation. The process of analyzing the data is helped by
the data with related theory, approach, and studies.
The first step of the analysis is the writer described the characteristics of
the main character, Melinda Sordino, using theory of character, characterization,
character development and classified the characteristics into two parts. The first
one is the description of the main character before she gets her bravery to face her
trauma and the second one is the description of the main character after she gets
her bravery to face her trauma. The second step of the analysis is the writer
mentioned and explained the symbols in the novel using the theory of symbol.
The last step of the analysis is the writer linked the development of the main
character and the symbols presented in the novel.
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CHAPTER IV
ANALYSIS

In this chapter, the analysis is devided into three parts. The first part is the
description of Melinda Sordino, the second part is the analysis of symbols in the
story and the last part is the relation between the symbols and Melinda’s life.

A. The Description of Melinda Sordino
There is just one character discussed in this study namely Melinda
Sordino. Henkle (1977:92) states that there are two kinds of characters, major
character and minor character. According to the theory, Melinda Sordino is
defined as major character because she is the most important and takes a complex
role in the story. She comes from the beginning of the story until the end of the
story.
Furthermore, according to Stanton (1965:17), Gill (1995:127) and Abrams
(1999:32) characteristics of someone can be seen from comment upon the
character, dialogue, action and behaviour. Murphy (1972:161-173) also states that
opinion from other character, past life, reactions, and thought can be some ways in
revealing someone characteristics. Therefore, in decribing Melinda Sordino’s
characterictics, the writer uses the theories from them.
In analysing Melinda Sordino’s characteristics in the story, the writer
devides it into two parts. The first part is the description of Melinda Sordino
before she gains her bravery to face her trauma from people around her and the
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second part is description of Melinda Sordino after she gains her bravery to face
her trauma.
1.

The Description of Melinda Sordino before She Gains Her Bravery to Face
Her Trauma

a.

Lonely
Melinda is described as a young girl. She is one of the students in

Merryweather High. As a student of high school, it is common to have a lot of
friends. However, Melinda, at the beginning, is described as a girl who is lonely.
She also says to herself that she has no friends, she has nothing, and she is nothing
(p.116). When she starts her first morning of high school, she is the only person
who sits alone in the bus (p.3). There are so many clans in her school, such as
Jocks, Country Clubbers, Idiot Savants, Cheerleaders, Human Waste, eurotrash,
Future Fascists of America, Bigh Hair Chix, the Marthas, Suffering Artist,
Thespians, Goths, Shredders but she is still clanless and declares herself as an
outcast instead (p.4).
Melinda actually has several friends before she becomes a high school
student. Her friends are Ivy, Nicole, and Rachel who actually are in the same high
school with Melinda. They onceforms a clan called Plain Janes. They are
celebrating Halloween together anddress up as witches. They wear special clothes,
make up, also black wigs. They also use baby-sitting money to rent black satin
capes lined in red to complete their appearance (p.40). They share so much fun,
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like wandering around at night to get pounds of candy and spent the night in Ivy’s
house.
We raced through the night, a clan of untouchable witches. I actually
thought for a moment that we could cast spell, could turn people into frogs
or rabbits, to punish the evil and reward the good. We ended with pounds
of candy. After Ivy’s parents went to bed, we lit a candle in totally dark
house. We held it in front of an antique mirror at midnight to see our
future. I couldn’t see anything (p.40).
Among the other girls, Rachel became the closest best friend because she
understands Melinda’s parents, she does not make fun of Melinda’s bedroom.
They have shared everything when they are best friends before like swimming
together.
This was the girl who suffered through Brownies with me, who taught me
how to swim, who understood about my parents, who didn’t make fun of
my bedroom. If there is anyone in the entire galaxy I am dying to tell what
really happened, it’s Rachel (p. 5).
However, Ivy and Nicole join another clan when they are in the high
school. Ivy joins the Suffering Artists and Nicole joins the Jocks, therefore
Melinda considers them as her ex-friends (p.4). Even though Rachel is the closest
best friend, now she hates Melinda. When Melinda meets Rachel in the bus,
Rachel says the words “I hate you” to Melinda and turns her back and laughs with
her friends. Rachel and and every other person she has known for nine years now
continue to ignore her and makes her feel lonely (pp. 5, 14).
Rachel’s hatred of Melinda happens because Rachel thinks that her party is
ruined by Melinda (pp.133-134). Melinda also hates her and she does not believe
the fact that Rachel is her best friend (p. 20). When they meet in the bathroom,
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Melinda actually has a willing to grab her by the neck and shake her and scream at
her to stop threatening Melinda like dirt. This happens because Melinda thinks
that Rachel does not find out the real truth of the cause of the broken party (p.21).
b. Uncommunicative
Uncommunicative is one of the characteristics that Melinda has. She rarely
talks or answers questions from other people eventough sometimes she responds
only with nodding or shaking her head. When she meets Heather for the first time,
Heather introduces herself to Rachel but Rachel decides not to say anything
because she thinks that she does not have a time to answer anything (p.5).
Melinda also only nods when a girl asked whether her name was Melinda Sordino
and shakes her head when she asked whether she was the person who called the
cops at Kyle Rodger’s party (p.27).
Melinda rarely answers a question although the question comes from her
teacher. After the accident in the cafetaria, she meets her teacher Mr. Neck but she
does not answer the questions that he gives to her at all.
Mr. Neck : “We meet again.”
Me:
Would he listen to “I need to go home and change,” or “Did you see what
that bozo did”? not a chance. I keep my mouth shut.
Mr. Neck : “Where do you think you’re going?”
Me :
It is easier not to say anything. Shut your trap, button your lip, can it. All
that crap you hear on TV about communication and expressing feeling is a
lie. Nobody really wants to hear what you have to say (p.9).
Melinda thinks that silence is something easy. She also thinks that communication
and expressing feelings that she hears on TV are lie because nobody actually
wants to hear anything.
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Mr. Freeman: “Excellent, excellent. What does this say to you?”
Darn. I didn’t know there would be a quiz. I clear my throat. I can’t get
any words out, it is too dry. I try again, with a little cough.
Mr. Freeman: “Sore throat? Don’t worry, it’s going around. Want me to
tell you what I see?”
I nod in relief (p.34).
The dialogue above shows that when Mr. Freeman, Melinda’s teacher, asks about
the meaning of Melinda’s work, she does not give any words at all. She actually
tries to say something but she cannot, and after the second question is asked, she
only responds by nodding.
Melinda also rarely answers the questions from their parents. One day
when she missed a school bus, her mother comes at her and talks to her but she
does not respond with another talk but only nodding.
Mom: “You missed the bus again.”
I nod.
Mom: “You expect me to drive you again.”
Another nod (p.96).
Not only does she rarely say something when her mother talks to her, but also
from her father too. When her father cooks a turkey soup but he fails, he talks to
Melinda, but she does not say anything at all.
Dad: “It’s supposed to be soup.”
Me:
Dad: “It tastes a bit weary, so I kept adding thickener. I Put in some corn
and peas.”
Me:
Dad: [pulling wallet from his back pocket] “Call for pizza. I’ll get rid of
this” (p.61).
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Melinda still does not talk when her father talks to her after she cleans the yard
when they meet in front of their garage. Her father then offers her to go to the
store together, but she does not say anything (p. 166).
Dad: “That’s a lot of work.”
Me:
Dad: “I’ll get some leaf bags at the store.”
Me: (p.166)
Melinda also tries to tell the truth about the rape to her parents in
Christmas day. In Christmas day, Melinda and her parents gather together.
Melinda even gives her mother a black sweater and her dad a CD with sixties hits.
Her parents give her a handful of gift certificates, a TV for her room, ice skates,
and a sketch pad with charcoal pencils. They say they have noticed her drawing.
Because of these gifts, Melinda feels touched and cries. Thefore she really wants
to tell the truth, the truth of what happened at the party. However, she finds it
hard. She feels like that there is a snowball in her throat.
I almost tell them right then and there. Tears flood my eyes. They noticed
I’ve been trying to draw. They noticed. I try to swallow the snowball in
my throat. This isn’t going to be easy. I’m sure they suspect I was at the
party. Maybe they even heard about me calling the cops. But i want to tell
them everything as we sith there by our plastic Christmas tree while the
Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer video plays (p. 72).
She tries harder to tell the truth to her parents but she feels the snowball in her
throat grows larger. She then remembers the time when she came back from the
party. She did not meet her parents. Her mother came back around 2 a.m., and her
father before sunup. The flashback makes her feel so hard to figure out how she
can start to talk about it while her parents are waiting for her with unsure smiles.
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However, before she is successful to talk about the rape, her parents alreadyleave
the room (p.72).
When Melinda is in serious situation, she still remains silent. One day she
has a meeting with her parents and the principal of her high school, she does not
answer any question they give to her. They also call a guidance counselor because
they think this problem is very serious. She has a meeting with them actually
because she is noticed that she has been absent and does not talk therefore they
want her to speak (p.113). However, no question is answered by her and makes
her parents get mad.
“Why won’t you say anything?” “For the love of God, open your mouth!”
“This is childish, Melinda.” “Say something.” “You are only hurting
yourself by refusing to cooperate.” “I don’t know why she’s doing this to
us” (p. 114).
Furthermore, Melinda’s action of silence makes them think that she needs
help. The principal of the high school also thinks that her silence affects her
marks. However, altough she is forced to say something, she does not say
anything, she is only saying in her mind. No matter how angry her mother is, she
remains silent and this makes them in dispute instead (p.114-115).
c. Traumatic Fear
The incident when Melinda was raped by Andi Evans makes her have
traumatic fear. Her trauma makes her afraid to face both reality that she has been
raped and Andi Evan who raped her (p.183).
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She tries hard to forget the incident. One day, when a girl asks her about
the party, she does not answer at all. She actually tries so hard to forget the
tragedy happening at the party and not to tell the truth.
You don’t understand, my headvoice answers. Too bad she can’t hear it.
My throat squeezes shut, as if two hands of black fingernails are clamped
on my windpipe. I have worked so hard to forget every second of that
stupid party, and here I am in the middle of a hostile crowd that hates me
for what I had to do. I can’t tell them what really happened. I can’t even
look at that part myself. An animal noise rustles in my stomach (p.28).
Andi Evans becomes Melinda’s trauma too. She mentions Andi Evan as IT
rather than with his name. Melinda calls him IT because she hates him very much
and sees him as a very bad person because he raped her. Theferore, she considers
him as non-human rather than human. She also does not have a courage to face
him, even when he is near her she does not dare to face him. She is only able to
say something in her mind instead of in front of him directly. She considers him
as her nightmare (p.45). Melinda meets Andi Evan when Melinda is asked to hang
Heather’s poster outside the metal-shop room. She feels like he whispers the word
“freshmeat”. She tries to ignore it, and thinks that there might be other freshmen
around her but actually she knows that he whispers to her. Finally she cannot
stand for her traumatic pressure and she prefers to run away and as the result the
poster is not hung and she lies to Heather.
“Freshmeat.” That’s what IT whispers.
IT found me again. I thought I could ignore IT. There are four hundred
other freshmen in here, two hundred female. Plus all the other grades. But
he whispers to me.
I can smell him over the noise of the metal shop and I drop my poster and
the masking tape and I want to throw up and I can smell him and I run and
he remembers and he knows. He whispers in my ear.
I lie to Heather about the masking tape and say I put it back in the supply
box (p.86).
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The second meeting between Melinda and Andi Evans is at lunch time in
her school. Andi Evans’s presence makes Melinda afraid and choose to stay as far
away by leaning her body into the table. When suddenly Andi twirls her ponitail
with his finger, Melinda chooses to run away (p.90).
Melinda’s meeting with Andi Evans is always unexpected. When Melinda
goes to school by foot, she meets again with Andi Evans in the parking lot. She
stops walking immediately as the result of her fear when she sees Andi Evans. Her
fear also makes her see Andi Evans as a predator instead of a human and makes
her see herself as a very weak animal or as a rabbit by saying “That’s how rabbits
survive; they freeze in the presence of predators” (p.97). She sees herself as a
rabbit and Andi Evans as a predator because she thinks that she is very weak
compared to him and she is afraid to meet or face him. Her fear cannot be held
when Andi Evans comes to her with his ‘wolfsmiles’ and makes her run away.
“BunnyRabbit bolts, leaving tracks in the snow. Getaway getawaygetaway” (p.
97).
Melinda prefers to stay quiet when she cannot run away from Andi Evans.
She meets again with Andi Evan when she is in the art room. Andi Evan comes to
the room because he is looking for Rachel. He turns the lights off when he enters
the room and makes Melinda very shocked (p.160).Melinda describes Andi’s
present as a horrible thing. She feels like she has “nightmares where you keep
falling but never hit the floor”. She feels like she is smacked into the ground at a
hundred miles an hour which she calls it as a ‘Fear’ (p.161). Melinda remains
silent when Andi Evan asks something. Melinda keeps silent altough she really
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wants to scream and do somethingbut unfortunately she cannot. Her fear makes
her still and do nothing until Andi Evans goes out from the room (p. 161).
The fear from Andi Evans makes Melinda has a idea for not to go to
school one day. She has the idea immediately after she runs away from Andi
Evans.
Running makes me feel like I am eleven years old and fast. I burn a strip
up the sidewalk, melting snow and ice three feet on either side. When I
stop, a brand-new thought explodes in my head:
Why go to school? (p.97)
She skips the classes several times. She goes wandering all around instead
of attending the class like down Main Street, Beauty parlor, 7-Eleven, bank, card
store, appliance store, hardware store, parking lot, grocery store and the Mall
(p.98).
2. Description of Melinda Sordino after She Gains Her Bravery to Face Her
Trauma
Melinda has other characteristics after she gets her bravery. She gets it
from her teacher, Mr. Freeman, her friend, Ivy, and her father. According to
Perrine ( 1997: 164-165), dynamic character is described as a character who cam
change in the story. The changes are in some aspects like disposity, personality,
and outlook. Melinda in the novel is depicted as a person who has some changes
in her personalities. The changes are from lonely, uncommunicative and having
traumatic fear into brave girl.
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a. Brave
Melinda is depicted as a brave person. She dares to face her trauma of
being raped and Andi Evans who raped her. Melinda finally can say the truth for
the first time to Rachel and fights against Andi Evans in the closet. She is able to
tell the truth to Rachel after she gets an encouragement from her teacher, friend
and also her father. The encouragement makes Melinda have a courage to tell the
truth about her rape to Rachel.
Melinda finds Rachel squinting at a book with a small type in the library.
She then comes towards Rachel. They have a small talk before Melinda starts
saying about the rape. She tries to open new topic about what Rachel is doing and
recalling their childhood experience and both are laughing. After the situation is
not tense anymore, Melinda talks about Andi Evans first (p.91) and then finally
talks about the party (p. 183).
Melinda is able to explain about what really happens at the party to
Rachel. She explanis to Rachel that she was drunk and raped under the trees. She
also said that she did not know what to do and therefore she called the cops. She
also said that when the cops came, she was scared and cut through some back
yards and walked home (p.183). Rachel is shocked after she hears Melinda’s story
and asks why Melinda did not tell anyone. Melinda answers Rachel’s question
that she could not able to tell anybody including her parents (p.184). Rachel asks
who raped her and Melinda answers that Andi Evans is the person who raped her.
However, after telling who the rapist is, Rachel is angry with Melinda. She
accuses Rachel of being jealous because she is not popular.
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Did you get pregnant? Did he have a disease? Oh my God, Are you
OK?????????
No. I don’t think so. Yes, I’m OK. Well, kinda.
Rachel writes in a heavy, fast hand. WHO DID IT???
I turn the page.
Andi Evans.
“Liar!” She stumbels out of her chair and grabs her books off the table. “I
can’t believe you. You’re jealous. You’re a twisted little freak and you’re
jealous that I’m popular and I’m going to the prom and so you lie to me
like this. And you sent me that note, didn’t you? You are so sick” (p.184).
When the school period is over, Melinda comes to the art room to fix her
tree picture.. She hands over the picture and Mr. Freeman looks at it to study the
meaning of the picture. Melinda sniffs and wipes her eyes on her arm to wipe her
tears. Mr. Freeman comes to her and hands back her tree and gives her A+ as the
grade of her art. He hands her the box of tissues and says to Melinda “You’ve
been through a lot, haven’t you?” (p.198). Melinda feels her tears dissolve the ‘the
last block of ice” in her throat. She also feels the ‘frozen stillness melt down
through the inside’ of her and makes words float up. Melinda finally wants to tell
the story about the rape to her art teacher too.
The tears dissolve the last block of ice in my throat. I feel the frozen
stillness melt down through the inside of me, dripping shards of ice that
vanish in a puddle of sunlight on the stained floor. Words float up
Me: “Let me tell you about it.” (p. 198)
The moments when Melinda are able to tell about the rape to Rachel
shows her change from uncommunicative and having traumatic fear into a brave
girl. At the first time she could not tell anybody about the rape and the person who
raped her but finally she is able to speak up. She starts to accept the fact that she
was raped by Andi Evans. She does not avoid, forget, run away, or hide anymore.
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She feels that the rape was not her fault because she was drunk and too young to
know what was happening. She also does not let the trauma makes her worried
and afraid because she can face it (p.198).
Melinda is not afraid anymore when she meets Andi Evans. She is able to
say ‘no’ towards Andi Evans that she never did before. It happens when Melinda
is in her closet to pack her stuffs. She accidentally leaves the door opens so that
she can breathe (p.192). When she heads out the door Andi Evans slams her into
her chest and knocks her back into the closet. Andi Evans is angry with Melinda
because he thinks that Melinda told the lie about the party and about the fact that
he raped her. Andi also mocks Melinda by saying that she will not scream because
she never scream before. The fight between them cannot be avoided. However,
finally Melinda can shout a word to him.
No.
A sound explodes from me.
“NNNOOO!!!” (p.98).
Furthermore, Melinda also dares to attack Andi Evans. After she gets
punch from Andi, she tries to find anything to hang on. She finally finds a block
of wood from the base of her turkey-bone sculpture. She slams it against Maya’s
poster which behind the poster is a mirror. It makes shards of glass slip down the
wall into the sink and makes Andi pull her away. Melinda grabs a triangle of glass
nad holds it to his neck. Andi freezes and raises his arms over his head. Melinda
feels good that he can make him speechless and finally she can say no to him.She
finally can win from Andi Evans and she is able to fight against her traumatic
fear.
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Shard of glass slip down the wall and into the sink. IT pulls away from
me, puzzled. I each in and wrap my fingers around a triangle of glass. I
hold it to Andi Evans’s neck. He freezes. I push just hard enough to raise
one drop of blood. He raises his arms over his head. My hand quivers. I
want to insert the glass all the way through his throat, I want to hear him
scream. I look up. I see the stubble on his chin, a fleck of white in the
corner of his mouthg. His lips are paralized. He cannot speak. That’s good
enough.
Me: “I said no” (p. 195).
Melinda also becomes popular after she gains her bravey to fight against
Andi Evans. A lot of students start recognizing her. One of students comes to
Melinda and talks to her to give encouragement. She feels she becomes popular
because her fight was spread very fast.
The seniors look my way before they leave. One girl, not the cheerleader,
nods her head, and says, “Way to go. I hope you’re OK.” With hours left
in the school year, I have suddenly become popular. Thanks to the big
mouths on the lacrosse team, everybody knew what happened before
sundown. (p.197)
Rachel even wants to be Melinda’s friend again. She sends Melinda a message on
the machine saying that she wants to be called (p.197).
B. The Symbols
The tree, turkey-bone sculpture and closet are the symbols in Speak. In the
symbol of closet, the writer finds other symbols such as Maya Angelou Poster,
Mirror, and Turkey Bones which are related to each other. According to Perrine,
one of the characteristics of the symbol is that symbols nearly almost indicate
their existence by emphasizing and repetition. The tree, closet and turkey-bone
sculpture are defined as symbols because their existence is repeated and
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emphasized by the author for several times in the novel. Therefore, they can be
said as symbols.
1. Tree
Tree is considered as a symbol in the novel because the existence is
emphasized and repeated and it has also a symbolic relation to the main
character’s life. The word tree occurs more or less 100 times in the novel and
since tree takes a role as the main project Melinda has to deal with, tree can be
said as one of the symbols in the novel. Tree does not only occur in the beginning
of the ‘first making period’ or first chapter, but also occurs until the last chapter. It
also occurs in another topic such as the tree as a plant but mainly it occurs as an
art project.
Tree in the Speak is devided in two types. The first one is tree as an art
project and the second one is tree as a plant. Melinda gets her tree project when
she attends the art class for the first time in her school. The teacher of the class is
named Mr. Freeman.The name ‘Freeman’ is given by Melinda itself and his real
name is not mentioned in the novel. When Melinda meets Mr. Freeman at the first
time, she sees him as ugly person. He has big old grasshopper body, like a stiltwalking circus guy and his nose is like a credit card sunk between his eyes but he
smiles at the students in the class (p.10). In the first class of art, Mr. Freeman
gives his students a task. He gives his students a globe in which there are papers
with one word written, and all the students “will spend the rest of the year
learning how to turn that object into a piece of art” (p.12). They are able to sketch
it, papier-mâché it, or carve it. Mr. Freeman also states that “by the end of the
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year, you must figure out how to make your object say something, express an
emotion, speak to every person who looks at it” (p.12). When Melinda’s turn
comes, she plunges her hand into the bottom of the globe and fishes out her
paper.She gets a paper with a ‘tree’ word on it. Therefore, tree becomes her
project to deal with.
At the first time, she says that tree is something easy to deal with because
she has learned it since she was in second grade. She reaches for another piece of
paper but Mr. Freeman does not let her do it because tree already becomes her
destiny and therefore she cannot change it (p.12). Melinda uses watercolors at the
first time as a media to paint tree. The trees are painted as they have been hit by
lightning. She tries “to paint the trees so they are nearly dead, but not totally”
(p.31). One of her trees pictures is so dark that it makes the trees hard to be seen
(p.31).
Melinda continues doing her art project when she is in Mr. Freeman class.
She takes out a page of notebook paper and a pen and doodle a tree. She draws
thetree using her “second-grade vision” which means she draws the tree like what
she did when she was in second-grade. However, she crumples the tree into a ball
and she takes out another sheet. She does not give up, she thinks that it is not hard
to draw a tree on a piece of paper. She draws two vertical lines for the trunk with
thick branches and thinner branches and plenty of leaves to hide the mistakes. She
also draws a horizontal line for the ground and a daisy popping up next to the tree.
However, when she is finished drawing her tree, she thinks that Mr. Freeman is
not going to find much emotion in her tree because she does not find any too
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(p.32). Actually in art class, she already uses linoleum block but she finds a
problem when she uses it that she cannot correct a mistake. Every mistake she
made is frozen in the picture (p.54).
No matter how easy Melinda thinks about drawing tree, she still cannot
make her tree alive. Even when she tries to make her tree alive by drawing
branches coming out from the tree 315 times she still cannot make it alive
because it looks ‘flat, a cheap, cruddy drawing’ (p.55) in her opinion. In other
words, it can be said that Melinda thinks that the existence of branch makes a tree
in real world alive but she thinks differently when it comes to an art project.
Melinda still finds difficulty in making her tree look real. She even has a
imagination about a good tree, “a strong old oak tree with a wide scarred trunk
and thousands of leaves raching to the sun” (p.78). She compares her imagination
to the real tree in her house, she can feel the wind blow and hear the mockingbird
whistling on the way back to her nest. However, eventhough she has imagination
and see a ‘perfect’ tree, she cannot carve it. It looks like a dead tree, toothpick,
and a child’s drawing instead. Melinda thinks that she cannot bring the ‘perfect’
tree into her art and she would love to give it up but since she cannot think
anything else, she keeps chipping away at it.
Melinda continues using linoleum block as her medium. Finally her tree
looks like it “had died from some fungal infection – not the effect I wanted at all”
(p.92). She tries to fix her tree because “the cold makes the linoleum stiffer than
usual” but she gets hurt instead. She follows the line of her thumb instead and
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gash herself. Moreover, she ever thinks that a kindergartner can do better because
she thinks her tree is still frozen ands she has ruined lots of lineloum blocks which
makes her stop counting the broken linoleum blocks. She feels designing an entire
city or copying the Mona Lisa are easier than doing her tree. Mr. Freeman then
suggests her to use another medium, and she tries purple finger paints.
Nevertheless, his medium only cools her hands and does nothing for her tree (p.
103).
Cubism becomes the next medium Melinda uses for her tree. She finds the
idea when Mr. Freeman discuss Picasso who “saw the truth. Who painted the
truth, molded it, ripped from the earth with two angry hands” (p.118). She tries to
sketch a Cubist tree instead “with hundreds of skinny rectangles for branches”.
When she hands the Cubist tree to Mr. Freeman, he gives her two thumbs-up.
Altough Cubist tree is better than previous media that Melinda uses and Mr.
Freeman gives her compliment that he is “seeing a lot of growth” in her work, she
still feels her “trees suck” (p122) because she does not know anything about it.
The other way that Melinda uses to deal with her tree project is to draw it.
In spring break, Melinda decides to go to mall. She meets Ivy sitting on the edge
of the fountain with a giant sketchbook balanced on her knees. They have a
conversation there and finally Ivy offers Melinda to join drawing with her.
Melinda explains that her tree “stinks” and it was her mistake to sign up for art.
Ivy then gives Melinda a piece of advice. She says that Melinda is better than
what she thinks. She also advises Melinda to use sketchbook instead of linoleum
block because she believes by drawing, Melinda can let the feeling out. They draw
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together. Melinda draw a trunk and Ivy adds a branch. However, when Melinda
wants to extend the branch, it gets too long and spindly and she wants to erase it
but Ivy stops her and says “It’s fine the way it is, it just needs some leaves. Layer
the leaves and make them slightly different sizes and it will look great. You have
a great start there” (p.146).
The advice from Ivy helps Melinda so much do her art project. When
Melinda sketches a willow tree, she feels her leaves are “good, natural” (p.147).
She thinks that to make the leaves in different sizes and crowd them one on top of
another are the right trick.
Melinda finally finds her tree “definitely breathing; little shallow breaths
like it just shot up through the ground this morning” (p.196). However, she find it
not perfectly symmetrical because the bark is rough. she fixes it to make it look
“as if initials had been carved in it a long time ago”. She also finds that one of the
lower branches is sick. Looking at the sick branch, Melinda imagines if this tree is
real. She thinks that the “branch better drop soon, so it doesn’t kill the whole
thing, roots knob out of the ground and the crown reaches for the sun, tall and
healthy. The new growth is the best part”. She finishes and fixs her tree by
drawing birds. She draws them “without thinking – flight, flight, feather, wing”
(p.197).
The second tree in the novel stands as a plant. Tree as a plant is discussed
by Melinda’s father. This happens when Melinda’s father notices the tree in their
house. He sees the tree is sick because the branches on the left do not have any
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bud (p.167). Therefore, he calls someone to take a look at the tree because he does
not want “it crashing” into Melinda’s room during a storm.
Furthermore, finally the oak tree is trimmed by the “aborsists” Melinda’s
father called before. They trim the oak’s dead branches and make them crash to
the ground. In this point, Melinda sees that the people are going to kill the tree and
make it dying. Melinda sees also that the people do not care about the tree because
they will only leave a stump. Suddenly, a child asks why someone is chopping
down the tree. Melinda’s father answers that it is not chopping down but it is
saving the tree instead because cutting the branches make the tree alive instead.
Dad: “He’s not chopping it down. He’s saving it. Those branches were long dead
from disease. All plants are like that. By cutting off the damage, you make it
possible for the trees to grow again. You watch – by the end of summer, this tree
will be the strongest on the block” (p.187).
2. Turkey-bone Sculpture
Turkey-bone is firstly discussed in the novel when Melinda brings a
turkey-bone in her art class. The origin of the turkey bone itself came when
Melinda’s father was failed to cook turkey soup. He buried the soup in the back
yard but Melinda dug the bones out of the trash (p. 61).
Melinda brings the turkey-bone to her art class as her project because she
wants to make a memorial for the turkey (p. 61). At first, she makes the bones
look like a ‘firewood’ by putting them in a heap but when Mr. Freeman looks at it,
he sighs instead because he thinks Melinda can do better with the bone (p. 62).
Therefore, Melinda rearranges the bones into another form. Melinda glues the

PLAGIAT
PLAGIATMERUPAKAN
MERUPAKANTINDAKAN
TINDAKANTIDAK
TIDAKTERPUJI
TERPUJI

37

bones to a block of wood, arranging the skeleton on it. Melinda then pops the
head off a Barbie doll and set it inside the turkey’s body. She also rummages in
the bin again and finds a half-melted palm tree from a Lego set and puts it in her
work. By the time Mr. Freeman looks at it, he almost “faints with delight”. Mr.
Freeman feels so happy at Melinda’s work because he can find a meaning inside
of the work. Mr. Freeman sees Melinda’s work as a representation of “a girl who
is caught in the remains of a holiday gone bad, with her flesh picked off day after
days as the carcass dries out” (p. 64). In other words, Mr. Freeman sees the bones
as a girl who feels depreesed because her holiday turns bad, and she feels the pain
of the depression as painful as her flesh is cut. However, he sees the palm tree as
a“nice touch. A broken dream, perhaps?” (p.64). In conclusion, the work as a
whole for Mr. Freeman means as a girl who is depressed because of her holiday
turns bad which it does not seem like what she dreamed before.
Melinda changes her work after she hears Mr. Freeman interpretation, she
reaches in and plucks out the Barbie head and sets it on the top of the bony carcass
instead and places a piece of tape over the Barbie’s mouth. She tosses the palm
tree aside and puts the knives and forks to make them look like legs. She tries to
find twigs or little branches to set as arms but she eventually cannot find them.
Mr. Freeman looks at the work again and taps his chin and finally he says that it
still has a meaning which is pain (p. 65).
3. The Closet
Closet in the novel is classified as a symbol. The word closetis mentioned
in first time when Melinda tries to hide from Mr.Neck, her teacher. She finds a
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room “that smells like sour sponges” (p.25). There are built-in shelves with dusty
textbooks and few bottles of bleach. There are also stained armchair, oldfashioned desk, a collection of mops and brooms and cracked mirror too. This
closet is described as an abandoned place, where no one ever comes there
including the janitor because they have new room and the girls too. “This closet is
abandoned – it has no purpose, no name. It is the perfect place for me” (p. 26).
She considers her closet not only as a good thing but also as a quite place that
helps her hold the thoughts inside her head where no one can hear them (p. 51).
The thoughts themselves are Melinda’s feelings that she wants to confess
everything especially about the rape.
Melinda decides to make over her closet in order to be a nice place for her. She
covers the mirror hanging on the wall with Maya Angelou poster. She got the
poster from the librarian and it was coming down because the school board
“banned one of her books” (p.50). Melinda feels Maya Angelou’s picture always
looks at her everytime she does something in the closet. She also puts also her
turkey-bone scupture art work there (p. 130). Altough someday Melinda feels that
she has to stay away from the closet, she actually does not do that. She still comes
there because she still thinks that the closet is her throne room and foster room
where she can think clearly there (p. 150) even for taking a nap because she feels
it is warm there (p. 130). However, the closet also becomes place where Melinda
finally meets her trauma, Andy Evans. It happens when Melinda wants to pack the
stuffs inside the closet, Andy Evans comes and the fight happens there (p 193).

PLAGIAT
PLAGIATMERUPAKAN
MERUPAKANTINDAKAN
TINDAKANTIDAK
TIDAKTERPUJI
TERPUJI

39

C. The Relation between Symbols and the Development of the Main
Character
Finding the relation between the symbols and the development of Melinda
Sordino as the main character is the most imortant thing in this analysis. As
discussed in the previous chapter, symbol stands as anything which signifies
something. Specifically, symbol can be in form of person, thing, place, action,
situation or thought. Symbol is also used to change the idea from invisible to
visible one. Based on these definitions, the writer tries to link between the idea of
the symbols and what they stand for which is the development of Melinda
Sordino.
There are many symbols in the novel related to the main character’s
development. Therefore, by linking the symbols and the main character’s
development, the reader can get the idea of the relation between the symbols and
the main character’s development. The symbols that appear as representations for
the main character’s life are tree, closet, and turkey-bone.
1. The Relation Between Tree and the Development of Melinda Sordino
Tree in the Speak represents Melinda’s life and her character development.
It has a function as a timeline indicating Melinda’s changes from
uncommunicative, lonely, having traumatic fear into brave girl. The process of
making a tree as an art project and the growth of a tree as a plant also symbolize
Melinda’s struggle in overcoming her traumatic fear.
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a. The Relation Between Tree as an Art Project and the Development of Melinda
Sordino
As it is stated previously, tree is mentioned first time when Melinda is
asked to put a paper from a globe which there is paper with a word in it. She gets
the word ‘tree’ on it. Therefore, tree becomes her art project. Melinda wants to
change the paper with another because she feels it is too easy, but her art teacher
does not let her do it because it already becomes her destiny (p. 12). Here, tree is
described as her destiny which means that it becomes something that cannot be
separated from her.
At the first time, Melinda is described that she cannot do her tree project
correctly. Altough she thinks it is easy to deal with, but the fact tells differently.
No matter how hard she tries and what media she use, she cannot make her tree
look alive. The difficulty of working on her tree project symbolizes her
depression. At the beginning, she is decribed as a lonely and uncommunicative
girl. It comes from her traumatic fear because she was raped by her senior, Andi
Evans, at the summer party (p. 133). No matter how hard she wants to forget and
speak about the rape, she cannot do it (p. 28).
Melinda at the beginning uses watercolors as her medium, but she paints a
nearly dead tree as if it were hit by lightning and makes the trees “hard to be seen”
or the form is not like a tree. The nearly dead tree depicts that she suffers a great
depression. The depression makes her uncommunicative. She prefers to keep the
thought inside her head rather than to say it. She feels that communication and
expressing feeling is a lie because no one wants to hear about what she wants to
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say. The lightning in her painting describes her rape accident which makes her
depressed and looks like almost “dead”. The depression itself comes from the
result of the rape. Right after the rape happens, she calls the police but she can not
say what really happens to the police and to her friend (p.136). As the result, all of
her friends hate her because they think that Melinda ruins the party without any
clear reason. Since the accident, she does not have any friend even at the first time
she goes to her highschool altough there are so many students around her. Even
her best friend, Rachel, hates her ( p.5) and even does not ask about what really
happens (p.21).
The tree which is “hard to be seen” or the form is not like a tree tells about
Melinda status as an “outcast” (p. 4) in the school. Generally outcast is a person
who has no place in their society or in a particular group, because the society or
group refuses to accept them. Therefore, she is hardly to be seen because people
do not recognise her existance.
Melinda continues the work with doodling in a notebook paper and using
linoleum block too. However, she still cannot make it good. She adds some thick
branches, a bunch of thinner branches, and plenty of leaves to hide the mistakes
that she makes in her doodle but still cannot find the emotion from it (p. 32). The
moment when she adds branches and leaves describes Melinda’s willingness to
look normal. She wants to be normal by not telling anyone about the rape. Here,
the mistake represents the incident of the rape. She actually tries so hard to hide
the mistake or forget about the rape but she is not able to forget it. Not talking
about the rape is the only way that she thinks is right to make the memory away
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(p.82). However, it does not work, she still feels depressed just like the fact when
she cannot find the emotion from her drawing. Even when she tries to bring the
imagination of the “perfect tree” which is a strong old oak tree with a wide scarred
trunk and thousands of leaves reaching the sun in her house into the work, it
works nothing. Melinda still makes her tree looks like a dead tree, toothpick, and a
child’s drawing. She tries to imagine a good life, a strong one, and applies it to her
life but she fails because the sill remembers the rape which makes her like a dead
tree (p.78).
Melinda does another effort to help her tree look alive by adding the
branches for 315 times. However, her tree still looks like a flat, cheap and cruddy
drawing (p. 55). She thinks that adding a lot of branches and leaves for a tree can
make it look healthy, so that it looks like a normal tree. Nonetheless, she still
cannot find the emotion from her tree eventually. It has the same thing with her
life. She thinks by acting normally and not telling the rape, she can find a good
life. However, her effort does not work at all. She feels her life is still messed up
because of the rape.
Melinda also uses linoleum block for her work but she ruins lots of
linoleum blocks because whenever she uses it, she cannot correct the mistake she
makes when she forms her tree “every mistake I make is frozen in the picture” (p.
54). Her last tree in the linoleum blocks looked like it “had died from some fungal
infection” (p.92). Melinda tries to correct it, but the cold makes the linoleum
stiffers than usual and as the result she hurts herslef because she digs the chisel
into the block and pushes, trying to follow the line of a tree trunk and finally gash
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herself (p.92). Linoleum blocks also relates to her effort to forget the memory of
being raped. Linoleum blocks here represent her life. The mistake that she makes
is related to the rape. The moment when Melinda cannot correct the mistake has
the same meaning as she cannot remove the fact that she was raped, the fact
always stays in her life like it is frozen in the block. The dead tree because of the
fungal infection is also describing her awful condition. When she is trying to
correct it, she still cannot make it correct and she hurts herself instead. It also has
the same thing as her another effort. She skips her class for three times to avoid
Andi Evan, but as the result of skipping classes, she should attend MISS or
additional classes. Skipping the classes is like “correcting the dead tree” . Melinda
wants to forget the bad memory by staying away from Andi Evans. However, she
still cannot make the bad memory go away from her life, bacause she is reported
to her teacher for skipping the class. The moment when she hurts herself as the
result from trying to correct the dead tree represents the moment when she must
attend the MISS as the result for skipping the classes. In MISS she also meets
with Andi Evans instead.
Melinda is asked by Mr. Freeman to use another medium which is purple
finger paint. The paint cools her hand and does nothing for her tree. The purple
finger paint also depicts her other way to remove the memory. However, it is
same with the previous efforts, that she is still not able to do that.
Cubism and drawing the tree are considered as the transition phases for
Melinda’s changes. When she deals with those kinds of media, she gets lots of
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encouragement from Mr. Freeman and Ivy. The advice then shapes her into a
better figure.
Mr. Freeman asks Melinda to use cubism because he thinks Melinda’s
imagination is paralyzed. He thinks that cubism can heal the paralysis because he
thinks Picasso, the founder of cubism, is a great artist, and by seeing Picasso, Mr.
Freeman hopes that Melinda can make a great tree too (p. 118). Mr. Freeman says
that Picasso is great because he is a person “who painted the truth, molded it” (p.
118). Melinda finally can create a better tree when she sees Picasso and uses
Cubism as her medium. After she is done, she submits it and gets a compliment
from Mr. Freeman. Here, Mr. Freeman gives her a piece of advice by saying that
Picasso is a great person who painted and molded the truth. The truth in Mr.
Freeman’s saying is related to the truth about the rape. Painting and molding the
truth means that Melinda does not need to hide the truth about her life. She does
not have to be afraid to show or “paint” the truth to other people . She must also
face the truth in order to be great like Picasso or a Great One (p.118).
Mr. Freeman’s advice helps Melinda become a better person. Mr.
Freeman’s advice for Melinda to face the truth and not to hide it make her think
about herself, about the truth of the rape. She then starts to be brave to go to all of
her classes. She says to herself for staying away from the closet. She also says that
she will make herself normal. Here, Melinda tries to apply what Mr. Freeman’s
saying. She starts to face the truth about rape, inculding the raper, Andi Evans, by
going to all her classes. She does not want to hide anymore in the closet too.
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Drawing is the last way that Melinda uses to deal with her art project. She
starts drawing when she meets Ivy drawing in a mall. Ivy suggests her to use
sketchbook because by drawing Melinda can let the feelings out. The advice
comes when Melinda makes a mistake in extending the branch. Ivy says that
Melinda should not erase it but add some leaves to make it great. Ivy’s advice
means that Melinda cannot remove her problem or the fact of being raped, but she
must accept it as her part of life. She has to do it in order to make her life still
great too.
Ivy’s advice actually influences Melinda’s action. Altough she does not
change completely, she starts to be a better person. She tries to worry about
Rachel’s relationship with Andi Evans. She sends her a note without her name in
saying that she should stay away from Andi Evans because he ever attacked a
ninth-grader. Altough Melinda does not mention her name in the note, she dares
to say the truth about the rape. Here, Melinda tries to accept the truth, putting an
encouragement in her problem, and learn about the previous mistake that
remaining silent does not affect anything good.
Melinda already feels that her leaves are good and natural because of Ivy’s
advice (p. 147). Nonetheless, getting advice from Mr. Freeman and Ivy does not
make Melinda completely change directly. She still feels her tree hopeless. Here,
Mr. Freeman gives another compliment and advice. He says that Melinda is
“getting better at this, but it’s not good enough”. Mr. Freeman states that perfect
trees also do not exist because nothing is perfect. He gives a piece of advice that
Melinda needs to make the tree bend and flexible so that it will not snap. He adds
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also that melinda should “be the tree” (p.153). The statement “be the tree” here
represents that the advice does not work only in her art work, the tree, but also can
be applied to her life. Therefore, his advice is also pointed to her life. Getting
better at the tree depicts that Melinda gets also better in her life. Mr. Freeman’s
saying that perfect tree does not exist means that no one in this world is perfect
and so is Melinda. Therefore, Melinda needs to accept her negative part and make
herself strong so that her life will not “snap” or be depressed because of the
negative part.
The advice from Mr. Freeman, ivy, and her father makes Melinda finally
successful to make her tree alive. She also fixes her tree to make it perfect. She
fixes the look because it looks like that the bark is rough. She then imagines that if
this is a real tree the sick branch should be dropped soon so that it will not kill the
whole part. She also says that the new growth is the best part. The perfect tree
symbolises also Melinda’s perfect life. She finally becomes a popular girl. A lot
of people know her, and give her support too. She is successful to fight against her
traumatic fear, Andi Evans. She is also successful to accept the truth by telling it
to her friend, Rachel, and to her teacher, Mr. Freeman, and especially to herself
(p. 198). She says to herself that she will not run away, fly, bury, or hide anymore
because she believes that the rape was not her fault therefore she does not let the
problem kill her. She also says that she will not avoid or forget the fact of being
rape and instead, she has to grow (p.198). Her imagination of dropping the sick
branch to make the tree alive is also applied to her life as she dares to end her
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problem by facing it bravely. Eventually, she turns into the new growth as the best
part of her life.
b. The Relation Between Tree as a Plant and the Development of Melinda
Sordino
In the novel, tree as a plant is also mentioned. Tree as a plant and
Melinda’s development also have a relationship. Her father’s explanation about
the tree is applied by Melinda for facing the problem.
The oak tree in Melinda’s house is related to her life. The oak tree is
described as a sick tree because it does not have any bud on the left side.
Melinda’s father then asks someone to trim it in order to save it. Altough Melinda
sees that as an action for killing the tree and making it dying, her father still does
it. He says that by cutting the damage, he gives the tree a chance to grow again
and becomes stronger. Here, the oak tree represents Melinda’s life. She has a
problem, a fact that she was raped, that makes her “sick”. The only way to make
her life better like the tree is to “trim the damage” or end the problem. Ending the
problem means that Melinda must end her fear of Andi Evan and accept the fact
that she was raped by him. The way Melinda sees about the cutting of the damage
is same with the way she sees about the impact of ending her fear. Ending the fear
means that Melinda must be brave to meet Andi Evans and not hide from him.
She thinks this action will make her dead or dying just like the tree because she
have to meet her traumatic fear. However, her father gives her another explanation
that ending a problem will not make the person dead, it will make the person grow
again and become stronger instead.
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2. The Relation between Turkey-bone Sclupture and the Development of Melinda
Sordino
The turkey-bone sclupture and Melinda’s development have a relationship.
When Melinda tries to make the bone into an art, Mr. Freeman gives his
interpretation about it which actually also describes Melinda’s life. “A girl who
caught in the remains of a holiday gone bad, with her flesh picked off day after
days as the carcass dries out” here represents the incident of her rape. “A holiday
gone bad” here means the time when Melinda was raped. It happened in a holiday
in August, summer party. The incident made her holiday became bad and she
becomes depressed everyday after that like “her flesh picked of day after days as
the carcass dries out” (p. 133).
The palm tree which Mr. Freeman sees as a “nice touch” and “broken
dream” describes Melinda’s condition. The dream here depicts Melinda’s feeling
when she met Andi Evans for the first time. She was very happy when Andi
Evans talked to her. Melinda saw him as a gorgeous cover-model guy and as a
perfect guy. When he asked to dance and kissed her, she felt very happy and even
imagined if Rachel be there to see it (p. 134). This made her dream about if she
had a boyfriend who is “older and stronger and ready to watch out for” her
(p.135). However, the dream becomes broken, when suddelny Andi Evans raped
her instead. Melinda then tosses the the palm tree aside because Mr. Freeman still
sees it as “nice touch” while Melinda sees it as her traumatic fear.
When making a bone art, Melinda puts the knives and forks and arranges
them like legs but she cannot find the stuffs for the arms. She also puts the barbie
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dolls as a head and places a piece of tape over its mouth. Mr. Freeman sees it as a
pain. Here, the art also draws a figure of person. The tape over the Barbie’s mouth
represent the inability to speak of a girl. In other words, this depicts Melinda who
feels the pain because of the rape and not able to tell it.
3. The Relation between the Closet and the Development of Melinda Sordino
The closet is described in the novel as an abandoned place, having no
purpose, no name and perfectly fits to Melinda. In the closet Melinda also can
hold the thoughts inside her head where no one can hear them. Moreover, the
closet in the novel represents as the way Melinda sees herself. Both the closet and
Melinda’s condition have similarities. The closet which is abandoned, has no
purpose, has no name represents Melinda’s condition who looks at herself as an
outcats (p. 4). She also looks at herself as a nothing who has no friends, has
nothing, and says nothing. These similarities then makes her think that the closet
fits to her because it also represents herself (p. 26). The closet where becomes
Melinda’s appropriate place to hold the thoughts here also means the inability to
share her problem, about the rape, to other people. She prefers to keep it in her
own mind so that other people cannot hear it.
Many stuff can be found in the closet. There is a mirror hanging on the
wall inside the closet. However, Melinda covers the mirror with Maya Angelou
poster which she got from the librarian because her book was banned by the
school board. Mirror is normally used to see a reflection of someone. Mirror also
reflects everything no matter the relfection is good or bad. Melinda covers the
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mirror means Melinda does not want to see herself as a person who actually also
has a good side. Instead, she only wants to see herself as bad person because she
feels that she is rejected in her school just like Maya Angelou’s poster which is
thrown away because her book was banned in Melinda’s school.
Melinda puts the turkey-bone sculpture in the closet too. The meaning of
the turkey-bone is about a pain as it is explained in the previous part. This means
that Melinda keeps a pain inside her life. It also has another meaning. The
moment of keeping the bone in the closet also relates to a phrase in English “A
Skeleton in the Closet” which means “a secret source of shame, potentially
ruinous if exposed” (www.phrases.org.uk/meanings/skeleton-in-the-closet.html).
Melinda thinks the fact of being raped as shame and if she tells it, it will be worse.
Therefore, she keeps silent about the truth.
One day, Melinda ever wants to leave the closet. However, she actually
does not do that because she still feels comfortable there. This events shows about
the similarity of the fact that as long as she does not tell the truth and face her
problem, she cannot leave the closet because the event happened before she dares
to tell the truth and face Andi Evans.
The closet becomes the place where Melinda is finally able to fight against
Andi Evans. Melinda can win the fight because she uses a shard of glass from the
mirror hanging on the wall that she breaks. She holds it to Andi Evans’s neck and
makes him surrender (p. 195). This event draws a situation when Melinda is
finally able to fight against Andi Evans after she got a lot of encouragements. The
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moment of breaking the mirror and using it as a weapon to make Andi Evans lose
depicts the condition where Melinda is successful to find her own potential and
use it as her “weapon” to face her problem. She uses the mirror as a weapon
instead of the poster means that she finally accepts herself completely, and finds
that seeing herself only as a bad person is useless. By the time she dares to face
her problem, she is changing into a brave girl and able to tell the truth too.
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

In this chapter, the writer tries to conclude the analysis that has been done.
In order to understand the relation between symbols and the development of the
main character, Melinda Sordino, it it important to know the symbols revealed in
the novel and the description of Melinda Sordino. The previous chapter shows
that the description of Melinda Sordino is devided into two parts, the first one is
the description before Melinda gets encouragement and the second one is the
description after Melinda gets encouragement. The encouragement itself is got
from her teacher, Mr. Freeman, her classmate, Ivy, and her father.
Melinda is described as a lonely girl. She feels that she does not have a
friend. Her best-friend, Rachel, also starts to hate her because she thinks Melinda
ruined the party she held. She is also characterized as a uncommunicative person.
She rarely answers any question from her family, classmates, and her teacher.
Sometimes, she only responds the questions with nodding or shaking her head.
This is because she has a traumatic fear in her life. The traumatic fear is got as a
result from the rape accident she had. This makes her suffer from great
depression.
Melinda changes into a brave girl after she gets an encouragement. She
dares to tell the truth about the rape because she feels that it is unnecessary to hide
it forever. She feels that no one is perfect, including her. She is able to fight
againsts the rapist, Andi Evans, too.
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In the second problem, the writer analyses the symbols inside the novel.
The symbols that are found are the tree, the closet, and the turkey-bone sculpture.
Tree is described as two parts. The first one stands for an art project. Melinda is
depicted as a student who has to deal with a tree in her project. She tries so many
ways to make her project good. At the beginning, it is hard to make the tree good,
but at the end Melinda is successful to create a good and alive tree. The second
form of the tree is tree as a plant. This tree is related to an oak tree existing in
front of Melinda’s house. The oak tree at the beginning is described as a sick plant
but eventually it turns as a healthy tree after the sick trunk is being cut down.
The next symbol is closet. Melinda finds an old closet which is abandoned
and having no purpose and name in her school and makes it as her favorite and
safe place. In the closet, Melinda replaces the mirror with a poster of Maya
Angelou whose book is banned in her school. The last symbol is turkey-bone
sculpture. This bone is brought to school by Melinda from her house. When
Melinda makes it as an art, her teacher sees it as a pain. Moreover, the bone is
changed into an art and she brings the bone inside the closet.
The answer of the first problem and the second problem are needed to
answer the third problem. The symbols in the novel are actually related to
Melinda’s development. The tree is related to her development because whenever
she is not able to tell the truth about the rape and face Andi Evans, her tree project
is not done properly. The tree also indicates Melinda’s development in her
characteristics. At the beginning she is described as a lonely, uncommunicative,
and having traumatic fear. She is also not able to make her tree alive. After her
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characteristics are changed into a brave girl, her tree looks alive. Her life also has
a similarity with the old oak tree. Melinda suffers from a depression just like
when the tree is sick. The only way to make it ‘alive’ is to face the source of the
sickness. The next relation is between Melinda and the closet. The closet represent
one of Melinda’s phase in her development. The closet is abandoned, having no
purpose and no name just like Melinda which describes herself as an outcast. She
puts Maya Angelou poster in the closet because she feels that she has a similarity
with the poster that both of them are rejected in the school. Turkey-bone sclupture
which Mr. Freeman sees as a pain is put by Melinda in her closet. This symbolizes
the fact that there is a pain in Melinda’s life. Therefore, the writer concludes that
the symbols and the main character’s development have a relation.
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